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411 memberships are household memberships. An associate membesrship iz only for
those who live beyond the consulting distance of Torontao, but wish to receive
our newsletter and have access to our librarg. You are welcome to visit aone of
our general meetings before joining the graoup. If gou wish more information
sontact our secretary in writing at the club address on the front cover or call
and leave a message with his answering machine.

E YT MEETTING

The meetings are held on the last Tuesday of each month. The next meeting will
he held on Apri1‘§ 1985 at Shoreham Public School, 31 Shorebtam Dr. 1n Downs-—
view, starting at 7:38 pm. Staoreham Dr. runs east/w=st from Jane St. north of
Finch Ave. The entrance to the school 15 a few hundred yards east of Jane an the
zouth side aof EShoreham.

cCoOMMERCT AL ADVERTTIGSING

ARy business wizshing to reach cur membership may advertise in our newsletter.
The rates are as follaows. (width by height):

FULL FPAGE (&" 0 7 1.2 40,09
HALF PAGE (5" 0 3 17,2 $20.00
QUARTER PAGE (3" « 3 1.2%) $10. 00

Please have dour ads camera ready and paid for in advance. For more 1nformation
contact the treasurer.

Don’t forget, that any member wishing to place ads, may do so free of charge as
is long as they are not invelved in a commercial enterprise.

NEWSLETTER A RTI CLES

Members are encouraged to Zontribute to the rewsletter 1n the form aof articles,
nini programs, helpful ties, Jotes, cartoons and questions. Angd article maw be
zubmitted 1n ang form by mail or modem. We welcvame the reprinting of any article
apPearing in this newsletter providing credit is given to the author and 9T72. If
nore 1nformation 15 requicred, Tall Emile Yerl ori.

nI S CLATLMER

Jpinions e:pressed in this rnewuslatter are those of the writers and are not nec-—
~=sarily those aof the ?2T? USERI’ GROUP. 9T? cannat assume liability for erracs
or omissions 1n articles, frograms or advertisements.






THE RADIO SHACK CONNECTION
or
HOW 1 MARE MY RI-WEEKLY PAYCHEQUE
David Rust

Yes, 1t’s true. [ work for the "Shact", but I'm a true blue 9T%er. I got
my 79/4A before I became employed by Radio Shacty but I've found that 1t’s no
abstacle to being impartial and informed. As a matter of fact it is a tind =5f a
bonus in that the things that come out, I can try before spending my hard-=arned
cash on it. Tale for example the Tl cassette cable. Almost everyone lnows that
sou can build one fairly 1nexpensively using parte from any Radio Shact store.
And other interface cables can be rigged by a variety of connectors and ribbon
cables that otherwise would be very eixpensive. A couple of things I would lite
to mention is that the dust cover for the Color Computer ($4.95) fits the TI
Lile a glove. And there 15 the Five-pin DIN plug to four RCA jacks for those of
40u who would like to cut down on RF interference by going directly to a monitor
ar VCR. As well, for you disk drive owners, there is a "Diskette Club", very
much like the "Battery Club", which allows you 4@% off on a three-pact of disis.
The regular price of a ten—-pach is now $33.95 (or about $3.40 each) but, & thr=e
pack is $1@0.95' Subtract 40% from that and you’re buyin diskettes faor Jjust under
£2.20 each. I'm going to try and get a Diskette Club card for angyone whu asks
for it, or you can go into a computer center (like Yorkdale, Fairview or Eaton
Tenter) and ast for a Distlette Club Card. No purchase is necessary and you are
limited to one discount per month on three pacls only.

Radio Shact has also come out with a new direct-connect modem for eighty-
nine bucks that 1'm going to check out, and there is a two hundred and f1 fty
Jollar printer, the DMP 105, that is apparently pretty good, but Emile will have
scomething to say about that, since he got one for himeelf.

For you Gamers, there 1s a joystich extension cable available now for $5.99
tcat., no. 276-1098), which is perfect for the TI. Peware of the joystict as 1t
5 a chear1e, as I’ve already broken two, but if you’re daring and gentle, it 1s
4 bargain at $9.95. You’ll have to chop the plug and replace 1t with something
=1lse, as 1t is Commodore compatible.

If anyone wants to visit my storey I'm at the Don Mills Center, usually all
the time, oOr you can call me at Radio Shkack at 449-0798. Sorry, I can’t offer
inyg discounts. Maybe later...

«% Editor’s Note #*#*
Yes, I do have the DMP1@3, which I purchased at Radio Shack. The newsletter

vas printed with it. As well, I took 1t to a trade show in Parrie and I ended up
~rinting over 608 pages of text in four days. Quite 1mpressive!'!
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'l console with Tl cassette player, Expansion BPowx, RSZ3Z Card, 55/SD Disk Drive,

Disk Controller, Disk Manager II, Personal Record Keeping, books, etc., $750.00.

Zall after &, 743-4740.
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SOCROLL. I NG
09 2ARY WILLERT

Did you ever lock at on= of those scrolling billboards and  thaint that 1t
would be nice 1f you could produce that effect in your programs? There are &
number of ways of scrolling messages across (or ups, downs 2tc) the screen. Here
iz a simple one for you to play with.

As 1nput, "L" is tha screen line where you want to display the messade
"M$" 15 the message to be displayed.

ared

110 INPUT “Mescage!" M5B
128 INPUT "at linma:t:il

200 CALL SCROLL(L,™ME»

120@ SUR SCROLL (L,M%)

1210 ME=RPTEH(" ", Z7I&RPTE(MEL" ",;IIERPTH(" ", 8)
1220 FOR A=1 TO LEM(M$)-I3

103@ DISPLAY AT (L, 1):SEGHIME,A,I8)

1@4@ FOR DELAY=1 TO 50

1@5@ NEXT DELAY

1@58 NEXT A

1270 SUREND

*SCROLL" gan te 3z .2d azs 2 merge file and wused 1n any Broavie A RERS=) o
nzed 1it. It will handle messages of any lensgth, but 1f gour mezsaze 13 longser
than 227 characters, part of 1t will be truncated.

PROFTILE

This month’s PROFILE is on the PROSTICK Il, from Newport Crmatreols, Division
of Cal=Tron Corporation, Route Z, Box 8, Dixon Lane, Pishaop, California, 93514.

This is an arcade style, quality joystick that fits comfortably 1n the hand
and has two fire buttons at the top end to accomodate left handers zaz  well as
right handers. There is a Switchable Gameplate(tm), that gives unique 4-way or
8-way control. Selecting the 4-way setting allows only horizeontal and vertical
mution, dramatically improving response for the maze—type games lite Munchman,
Haopper, etc. The 8-way =zetting offers the regular precise 8 fos1ti1on acti1on.

It is an Atari compatible joystick that requires an adapter to use with the
TI 99/4A. There is also a & foat cord which allows lots more freedam of movement
during the heat of the game.

With & cne i1nch ball on top of a short steel shaft and heavy duty leaf type
switches, this joystick comes with a FIVE year limited warranty. It is not cheap
snd 1s not readily available but at $34.95 Cdn 1t will outlast any Atari or Wico
at hkalf aor a quarter of the cost. It survived a weekend of playing at a lodge
where aover 20 different pecople used it for at least 15 minutes cut of every hour
and as a matter of fact, I cracked 1@0,000 on Munchman twice in a row at 2 am
with a blood alcohol level of well over 0.08%.

Randy Rossetto



FROM U R L T BRARY

Starting last month and hopefully continuing every month, the library committee
has been commissioned to report to the membership on the contents of the Jist.
1in our library. Since we lack the space to give every praogram oOn every disk an
indepth description, we will be limited to giving the contents of each disb, but
only describing some of the programs. Also, copies of the described dist will be
available fram the librarians in erther cassette or diskt form during our moanthly
neetings. Many thanks to Nicos Evdeman for making this possible.

LT EBERAPRY DI S K ? 2L I ECAOZD

Micos E.deman

ALPIMNE/SKI EASIC SIVER-TRIP BEAGSIC SUPERCHASE EASIC
CAMEL-TTI BASIC ROROT BASIC TOWERHAMNDT EASIC
TRYPTCGGRAP BEASIC S MERCHANT BASIC VALIG AN PAGTC
RAVENPATRL BEASIC SLOTE/ B BPASIC

ALPINE/SKI: A BPASIC Game with & levels of Slalom & Grand Slalom. You control the
——————————— shier with the S&D lLeys. The clock is running and you have to male
all the gates with great skill. Watch out for the trees.

CAMEL~-TII: A nice adventure with scme graphics. 1| to & are the control teyz. Y
————————— have to reach gour ZJdestination without dehydrating and without runfiing
yaur camel to death, avoiding capture by the Pygmies. The e.ecution 1s slow, but
4ith the music, much more bearablszs.

SRYPTOGRAP: A suberb program for those who have a 1ot of secrete to teep. You
——————————— can design your own codes and encode up to seven lines at a time.

SAVENPATRL: Plaging this games, I felt like piloting a raven rather than a space-
——————————— shig, trying to destray the eagle’s eggs. The e@agle doesn’t gilve you
wech of a chance. An intsresting addition to your games.

RIVER-TRIP: It’s fun trying to avoid crashing into the river banks and mabing 1t
——————————— around quickly narrowing curbs. I only wish the river and not the
countryside was blue. Should be easy to fix.

ROBOT: Slow set up time, but a colorful game. 1 to 3 players have 3 rows of five
—————— robots each. You can shoot 1 to 3 robots at the same time from any rouw,
but the player who has to shoot the last robot is the loser. The computer does
not have a chance. With other players, it depends.

3/MERCHANT: If you have always wanted to be a businessman, or if you are an ad-
——————————— venturer and wished you could be the capteain of a space vessel, this
game 15 definitely for you. Male the right descision and get involved. Watch out
though, the crew members’ union is tough.

TOWERHANCI: This is one of the very best of the mind games. There are three pegs
——————————— and 8 colorful rings on one of them. You must move the rings to an-—
other peg, one move at a time, but you can’t place a larger ring over a smaller
one. Sounds =3sy. Don’t bHet on 1t until gyou've tried it't'!
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«x Notice ==

As we all know, there are quite a few Programs in our library that ei1ther lact
proper instructions or need to be debugged. Ary member, who debugs a library
crogram and can supply written documentation for the program {(zee@ PFrogramming
Committee for standardz), will rec=ive FREE of charge, the contente of any Jdish
tn Qur library. For all the others,; we will print tre modifications heres so trat
40u can all chan3e your veErsions.

- the Library



T T —FORMAT TER
Py Nicos E/demon

one of the maygor reascns I was considering ancther computer was the lack ot
an 80 column display on the TI-Writer. It 1s not easy to Leep & train of
thought when you have to Jgump from window to window.

Surely, you can set the Left Margin at !, the Right Margin at 23 and thmra
Jou can keep g9our whole tevwt in front of you. In order to print your teaxt 1n SQA
columns, you have to go to the TEXT-FORMATTER.

The general consensus about this avenue of printing, has always been bain-t
sf  negative, because of the belief that the formatter 15 a cunbersome and
complicated way to print text. As well, it 15 not as visual as the Editre.
Aith  a little imagination and a little effort I ha.en't found th= other szcecis
‘0 be true at all.

My frustration with the lact of an 80 column display convinced me to spend
A little time with mg manval, and 1n gust a littlse over an btowr [ underztood the
"TEYT-FORMATTER.

Type trese commands: .FI:iLM tAd;RM 7@ (carriage return), then .IN +9

zarriage return), arid your 7@ columns, marglins sxnd paragraph 1ndentations &rs
~aken care of. You beep typing and reading ygour whole text at the same time.

You can 1mbed the same special control commends as in TI-Writer, wibh b

z.ception of OVERSTRIKINGfor which you type & at the beginning of the woeds,
and underline (for which gou type & at the beginning of the word). If Hou

Lant more words to be affected you just connect them with the symbol ~.
If you want to start a column at the 30th line, types .M +_0
before you start (you have the LM already at 1), and  aou
lLesp typing. The Formatter will take care of 1it. When oo
are finished with the column, cancel 1 t by changing the
margin with LM -2@ , and still keep typing.

The new paragraph will start back where i1t belongs. There ars many mare
n=1pful and easy to understand caommands, that male the Formatter a real trest to
sork wilth.

In the beginmning., here may be quite a few surprisesy, but 1f you bFnow the
Te«t—-Editor, the Formatter should be the next logical step. You won’t miss trhe
2@ column display, and magbs, libte me, you’ll stay with the TI 99/4A for a lung
cime, at least unti1l the miracle computer has been designed.

f
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Complete eupanded TI system for sale,
including consale, peripheral expansion
boxy RSIZ3ZC Cardy 3ZK Card, S5/SD  Dist
Drive and controller, Dist Manager II,

Extended Easic, Ti-Writer, numer ous
games and utilities, everything 1s lite
y new. only $850.0Q0.

Call Dave at 438-40220Q and leave a
message.
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Coirtor

oo Note «#
mage was reprinted from the Northwest Ohto 79 < New-:, Januxry '3°
Fage
CALL LOAD/CALL FPEEK
by Kent Sheets 01/83
OH-MI-TI

CALL LDAD s/ CALL PEEK

SOURCE: Various Newsletters / Miller Graphics = %
CALL INIT &? £
CALL LOAD(-31888,43,215) DISK DRIVE OFF '
caLL LOAD(-31888,55) DISK DRIVE ON

CALL LOAD(-31806,16) QUIT OFF U‘l
CALL LOAD(~31931,0) UNPROTECT

CALL PEEK(-28672,X) SPCHRD EQUATE

if X=0 SPEECH SYNTHESIZER NOT ATTACHED

if X=96 SPEECH SYNTHESIZER IS ATTACHED

CALL PEEK(-31888,X) X&é= AMOUNT OF MEMORY USED

CALL PEEK (-31880, X) RANDOM NUMBER GENERATOR 0-99

CALL PEEK(-31879,X) — VDP INTERRUPT TIMER 1-100/4.25 seconds

CALL LDAD(-31878,0) SPRITE MOTION HALTED

CALL PEEK(-31808,X,Y) DOUBLE RANDOM NUMBER GENERATOR 0-223

CALL LOAD{-31962,255) SYSTEM RESET in EXTENDED BASIC

CALL LOAD(-31748,X) X=ANY CURSOR BLINK RATE SOUND CHIP
SPEED

INTERUPT FLAG CALL LDAD(-31806,129) ALL BELDOW OFF

CALL LDAD(-31804,64) ALL SPRITE MOTION STOPS

CALL LOAD(-31806,77) DISABLES SOUND CHIP

CALL LOAD(-31806,16) DISABLES GQUIT KEY

CALL LOAD(-31806,0) DISABLES ALL ABOVE

CALL LOAD(-31804,47) DISABLES SOUND CHIP / QUIT KEY

CALL LDAD(-31806,70) ALL SPRITE MOTION STOPS DISABLES QUIT
KEY

CALL LOAD(-31806,96) ALL SPRITE MOTION STOPS/DISABLES SOUND
CHIP

CALL LOAD(-31730,33) 7?? QUITS FROM XB BACK TO MASTER TITLE
SCREEN

CALL LDAD(-31804,0,36) 7?7 GQUITS FROM XB BACK TO MASTER TITLE
SCREEN

CALL LOAD(-31866,X) X=1-159 DOES NOT ACCESS FULL 32K

CALL LOAD(-31744,X) —-SOUND EQUATE (>8400) SOUND CHIP ON
CALL LOAD(-31721,X) SOUND CHIP ON
CALL LOAD({(-30700,X) SOUND CHIP ON

CAaLL INIT :: FOR 1=1 TO 10000 :: CALL LOAD (-31744,1) :: NEXT

CALL PEEK (-31887,X) -VDP STATUS REGISTER

BIT 0=40HZ INTERRUPT (VDP)

BIT 1={64) if more than 4 sprites are in a row

BIT 2=(32) if there is a sprite coincidence

BIT 3-7=Contain the hex number of the fifth sprite in a row
when bit 1 1s on

Do you know of a CALL LDAD or CALL PEEK? Send it to your
Users Group Newsletter.
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FINAL NEWSLETTER for Non-Members
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