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* O MIMNUOTES FROM OTHE @ JaNAOG@aRY MEET I MG W

The January mesting was called to order by Fresident Jerry Canady
with 12 members 1n attendancs. It was moved, secondsd and passsad that
the December minutes be accepted as primpted 1 the NEWSLETTER. The
sacratary thanked Bob Wahlstrom fTor his fine substitution thess past two
months, Bruce Winters reported that the wser group is "in the black" but
that there would be no formal treasurer report due to the holidav. Bruos
also repprted that the new supply of disks is availabley see Bruce o
purchase disks at the groun’s discount price.

OLD BUSINESS: 1. John Johnson commented that the user agroup is still
using his personal copy of Rapid Copy. It was moved. seconded and passed
that the user agroup purchase a copv. i John reported that the Disbk of
the Month proiect is not ready vet., He will continue to work on .

NEW BUSINESS: There was none $or discussion.

BIacuUstiaMe 1. Garyv Bishop announced that the for sale items  listsd
i the last NEWSLETTER were avallable at the mestbting. 2w Jarry ssi1d bhe
ig in communication with a ussr group member who now Lives | Dallas
This member would like tg gbhtain a console replacemsant. Bae Jerew
mors info.

FROGRAM: Ed Edwards had the proaram for the eveninag. He continuwsd
his TIFS discussion started last month.

Qwﬁﬁ /Wﬂmﬁﬁ ﬂﬂn,—a@hymmyr Submitted by Bill Faeth., Sscrstarwy
L garnilt fr o -.‘!ii‘\".hﬂ
phaM ra—{-‘mf’}ﬂ

ElL-ECTIONS &aaFRE J108sS7T &SRO TEE O RS E R

The Cedar Valley 97 er User Group is about to reach a naw milesstons:
the beginning of our ninth yvear! During the past elght vears, we have had
only threes presidents and only four or five diffterent miues of officsrs.
OQur officers, combined with the appointed/voluntesr chalrpersons, i
what keep our group operating every year. And, of coursa,. the nors
pEeople who participate, the easier each ;ob becaomes!

I am leading up to the fact that ow annusl ELECTIOM OF OFFICERE 13
coming wp in March, and it is time for a little soul searching. Those
who are or have been officers are 1in some cases ready to hand over fhe
Feins  to some new bhlood: others are willimg to comntinue 1n their current
roles. Those of us who have not yet had the opportunity to be an officar
need to step forward this yvear and taks their turn.

Jerrvy will be appointing s NMominations Committee st the nest mestingg
they will be responsible for creating & slate of officer candidates +or
wus to vete on in March. When vou are asked to help ow gQrous SUurvive oue
ninth wvear (yves, 1 believe that we are in a survival mode'), please say

il

YES! We need evervone to participate in some capacity. and then the
individual iobs become small.
Let*s nmot wait for Someons Else to do the work: that gsrson never

zhows up at the meetings!

Jim Geresn
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I've come across one of the handiesst progarams. and 17°d like to shars my
opinions about 1k, It is called "CHECES-0OUT" by Weslew R. Fichardson. from the
Northcoast f%srs of Cleveland. OM. This meat program regueshs vour ourersnt
hank balance. such as from an avtomatic teller machine, and vouwr pressent
checkbook balanca. You then enter all of the checks that mavy not have cleared
the bank, and the program finds all combinations df checks that equalz the
dif+erencs betwsen vouwr checkbook and the bank’™s balances. The oroaram mavy Find
mors than one combinaticn. and lists all pos=sible cambinations. This will
allow you to determine which checks haven't caught up yet at the bank.

I regquest a balance everyv dav from the teller machine. and bksep track of which
checks are clesring on & dav—-bv-day basis. To obtain the correct shtarting
point., 1 reguest a balance daily $rom the last time I

reconciled my checkbook with the bank statement. and then apply the orooram o
sach daily balance. ThHis tells me which chechks clear on sach day betwesn the
date of the bank statement. and my receipt of thse statement in the mainl. Omece
I cateh ws with the 10 day or so lag. the program easily bkeeps trachk of all
outstanding checks.

I am a die-hard tinkeresr. but I have only added one line to Weslev's program,
and that 1s to prevent messing up his wvery orderly screen 1f vou accidentally
press the ENTER kev in response to a valus. Xbasic would nonk ibs warming. and
give vou another chance to imput the value, but im the mearn tims, messsd up the

scraan with 1ts warning message. & sinpls "ON WARNING MEXT" limng Fised this,
Wes sven flashes a small svmbol on the screen made from hisz ipitials bo
indicats the program 18 working. FIL il o all. a wvery slick program. L found &%

in one of the user group newsletters, and typed in the program and DOC file. I
will bring them to the next meeting Lo give to our librarian.

~Gary D. EBishop

# MORE FDOR Sl = L TEE

The hardware and sottware items listed on the next page are avallanle
from a former member of ours., Jim Bishop., Me writes:

"I would appreciate it 1if vou cowld place this listing of merchandizs
that I am selling in the next newsletter. You mav also add that all
prices are subisct to negotiations. Faople interested may get in contact
with me at I9Z-46172 any night of the week. Although 1 do wark on
Tuesday, Thursday. Friday. and SBaturday nights. my parents will be home
to leave me a message, or I have am answering machine that is on all the
time. If yvou need any fuwrther information please call me. Thamk wvouw, "

You may also write to Jim at 1716 Tanas fAve. ME Cedar Rapids, 1A
R s
S2400.

FAGE 3



Merchandisze Eelling Frice Retail Frics
I complete unit F400 . O0
Feyvboard
Monitor
Ferphial E«4pansion
Singal disk drive,
ZEE memory
Disk controller card
RE2T2
(includes printer cable
compatable with BETAR
printers)
13 blank disks

TIZZ/4A computar EE0, 0O

Spesch Synthesizer $15. 00 S S

Super Skeatch 0. D0 AL

Fanasonic Fragram H20, 00 Pl
Recorder

Software

Farsesc ED. 00 FB., 95

Munchman $5.00 315 L B

TI Invaders 5,00 L

Home Budget H .00 S T

Adventures $7 .00 9,95
(zartridge % cassette)

The Counticas) F4 .00 T e
Mystery Fun Houssl(cas) £4,00 %7. 9%
Fyramid of Doomicas) F4, 00 F AN L
Voodoo Castle(cas) 4,00 7, 95
Fackage Deal

Hitchhiker's Buide 10, 00 $£14.93
to the Galawxy '

Centipede £4, 00 ¥ 570

Miner Z04%9sr $£4,00

Tunnels of Doom B 0 Y. R
(zartridge % cassette)

Microsott Multiplan £13.,00 ) i, B

TI Writer F13.00 1925

Terminal Emulator I1 F13. 00 £18, 95

Disk Manager IV $h. 00

Tl Extendsd EBasic 11,00 $10. 55

The Attack $3.00 : Sl o]

Wizard’s Lair (disk) L0, 00 $14,.%5

TI92/4A 24 Basic Frograms $3.00 5,95
(Book % cassettes)

Entertainment Games in 1. Q0 $5. 25
TI Basic and Extended

Basic (book % cassettsz)

Teach Yourself Basic .00 . TS
(L cassettes anly)

Best of 9%er ’ FE. 00 B G
(Book only?

TI®%/ 48 Users Guide Fh. 00

tBook only) =
o 53
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NEWS OF THE LIBRARY

Another improved version of TI-Writer has come on the scene, RAG SOFTWARE’s
RAG-Writer; it’s a fairware program written by R A Green. We acquired a copy of
version 4.2 at the TI-FAIR in Chicago last® month. There is a version 4.4
available from the author; he’s asking $10. (Address: R A Green, 1032 Chantenay
Drive, Gloucester Ontario, KIC 2K9) -

The package contains an XBasic LDAD which provides a menu for Editor and
Formatter; it can be customized easily to accomodate other programs which you
might put on the disk. (A ’barebones’ working copy of RAG-Writer’s load. editor
and formatter files occupies only Bl sectors, so there’s room for other things
on even a SSSD disk.) Loaders are also provided for those who prefer an E/A,
Minimem or Supercart environment. There are two character set files, a
demonstration file, four document files (a total of about 9 pages) and three
short programs used to ’install’ (configure) the editor and formatter.

The Editor’s defaults are white on blue, wordwrap on, line=-numbers on,
margins at 0 and 79. If these don’t suit you, they can be altered and saved so
that your personal choices always come up when the Editor is loaded. You can
also change ’PI0" to ’PI0.CR’ or whatever else your printer needs, and have your
preferred margins, indent and tabs available automatically. But the name of the
output=-device and the margins, indent and tabs can be over-ridden instantly, if
need be, in the way we've always done.

To customize your working copy, just press ’CLEAR’ (Fctn=-4), then RUN
"DSK1. INLOAD". A menu here accesses both EDITINST and FORMINST, the
configuration programs for the Editor and Formatter. You’ll not believe how
easy it is to use them. '

The Editor loads from XBasic in about 15 seconds, a bit quicker than for
FUNNELWEB. Both versions of the Editor take 45 seconds to read a 441-line D/V
80 text file. Both require 45 seconds to skim from the top to the bottom of
that file using Ctrl=X (’down arrow’).

The surprises come in the speed of the RAG-Editor’s MOVE, COPY and DELETE
operations. To MOVE lines 1-400 to ’after 441’ takes & seconds for RAG-Edi tor,
80 seconds for TIW’s Editor. To COPY lines 1-400 to ’after 441’ is instant-
aneous for RAG-Editor, and takes 5 seconds for TIW's Editor. To DELETE the
first 410 lines is instantaneous for RAG-Editor, but takes 30 seconds for TIW's
Editors Now’ I begin-to understand why one newsletter reviewer said that “when
you Jjust want to get there, get the job done, and get out, then this is the way
to go.* WOt - -
B 7 8 QEp

Here are the new features that make things easier and faster than TI's
original Editor. None of the features of the original have been lost; old and
new are completely compatible,.

a) A new command, G0 (for Quick Quit) puts you out to the color-bar screen
immediately; but @ (Quit) gives you the usual Purge, Save and Exit options.

b) A number entered on the command line calls up that line to the top of the
screen, followed, of course, by the next 23 lines of the file.



c) Ctrl-, and Ctrl-., (entered in Edit mode, as if a text character) take
you, respectively, to the top and the bottom of the file.

d) When in Command mode, pressing ENTER takes you directly to Edit mode.

The Formatter has also been improved in several ways that make it a pleasure
to use:

e) It is now possible to give the response 'L’ (for Letterhead) at the
question ’'Pause at end of page?’. The author explains: "The response 'L’
indicates that the formatter is to pause at the end of each page and that the
normal spacing at the top of the page is not to be done so that letterhead paper
can be positioned in the printer at the correct place for the first line of text
to be printed. The formatter normally prints two blank lines, the HE Cheader]
line and another blank line at the top of the page. None of these will be
printed when the ’L’ response is used, but the.-line number will still be set to
five."

I tried it, using as data a single line of dashes and for each test placed
the paper fold at the tear-bar of my NX-10 printer. When either of the options
N’ or 'Y’ was used, the line was printed 1-1/2 inches from the top of the
paper; when the 'L’ option was used, the line was printed half an inch higher,
(For comparison, FUNNELWEB’s formatter printed at 1-1/2 inches.) Here at last is
a programmed cure for the printing of 4 blank lines ahead of the first line of
text!

f) A pair of flaws has been cured; one is the two-asterisk problem mentioned
a few months ago in this column, which arises from the use of two asterisks and
a number as a signal to provide ’alternate input’ for mailing list applications.
The other problem is an obscure difficulty of printing the ’@’ sign in a
centered line. (The file BUGDEMO illustrates these cures.)

(I am chagrined to discover my ignorance of the fact that the two-asterisk
problem has been cured in the most recent releases of FUNNELWEB, although
present at least as late as version 4.0.)

g) The disk number in the filenames of supporting files used hy(::i) (Include
File), (Mailing List) and (CHain files, a new formatter command) can be
specified by an asterisk, to indicate that the same drive is to be used as that
used for the main input file. Provided that all the files can be accomodated on
a |ingln,di;k.§p dn:unmnt can be printed from any drive chosen by the user.

There dre tighf‘nuw Formatter commands:
- ,ﬁ:...k
h) Four.g s@ﬁan‘allau you to redefine the control characters used to specify
unﬁlrscoring, - boldface, required-blank and mailing-list alternate input.
Default values are, as in the original Editor, respectively, the ’&’, ’@*, '~
and *%’,

i) CELEEL) (Printer Control) is a new formatter command used to send control
characters to the printer as an alternative to the transliterate (’.TL®)
command. ’.TL’ can, of course, still be used, as can the codes described in the
TIW manual (pp 98 and 146) as ’special character mode’. (Some of the special
character mode commands caused the printing of extraneous characters.)



) @ (A5 Is) is similar to *.NF’ (No Fill), except that the left margin
is stilT observed.

k)(izgﬁ:az](Conditinnal Fage eject) will cause an end-of-page break if there
are fewer than ’n’ blank lines remaining on the current page. One use--place it
Just before a table, with ’n’ egual to the number of lines in the table; this
insures that the entire table is printed on one page. =

1) The eighth of the new Formatter commands is(’.CH)filename’; when this is
encountered, the main input file is closed and the user is prompted to insert
the disk which contains the named file. This allows the processing of a
document of unlimited length.

With so many new and useful commands, it’s obvious that many text +files
prepared for the new Formatter won’t be compatible with the old one.

There is one flaw in the Formatter that wouldn’t be important toc most of us,
but it will*be remedied no doubt. When using the mail-list feature one must use
a value-file to supply the addresses and personalized information, for the
computer locks up after data is entered from the keyboard.

Most (perhaps all) of our members now use FUNNELWEB, so it’°s natural to ask
what one might give up in wusing RAG-Writer. 8o far as the Formatter is
concerned, there’s nothing to lose, and a great deal to gain, unless vyou’re
using the mail=-list feature. (Even there the Formatter is OK so long as a
value-file is being used. We have Steve Tuorto’s VAL-WRITE utility to simplify
that chore.)

None of the features of the Formatter are incompatible with any version of
the Editor, so one can use whichever of the Editors suits your fancy, or gives
you an advantage that is important. Some of us will probably use both,
depending upon the application. Choosing RAG-Editor sacrifices some cherished
features of the FUNNELWEB Editor:

1) All of the ’extras’ of the catalog--the ability to mark a file for
loading, to view and delete files, to recognize fractured files, etc.
RAG-Writer provides a perfectly acceptable directory with no extras.

2) The ability to change case by the use of Ctrl-t and Ctrl=-,

3) The loaders and menus which make it possible to load assembly-language
programs. Those who prefer the E/A environment may be able to adapt the
RAE-Loadlr tqadn sone. of this; the documents say so, but I haven’t explored it.

4) Thl-ﬁliling rnltr which makes centering and alignment easy. But it’s easy
to prcplfgggigubstitutn which you can merge temporarily to of your file,

e me oA

Will 1 gsn RAG-WRITER? Certainly, when I need right-justified text, enlarged
print, or other items best done with the formatter. I almost never have used
the TIW formatter as we have previously known it, because of some of its
annoying habits. But RAG-Formatter doesn’t intimidate me--well, maybe a
little--and I welcome the chance to print out some document files I’d givenm up
on because of the repeated page over-runs, blank pages, etc. And ! most
certainly will take advantage of the speed of the RAG-Editor for at least one
application that requires moving and deleting large blocks of lines.

15 December 1989 C S Stringer
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