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MIMNWUITES FROM THE OCTORERER MEET IR

Fresident Gary Bishop called the Uctober eighth mesting to order with
eleven members present. The minutes +from the September meeting were
approved as printad 1in the NEWSLETTER. The treasurer’'s report was
approved as read by our treasurer, Bruce Winter.

Next month will be our membershio renewal niaght, along with the BUY
AND SELL mnight.

OLD BUSIMESS: 1. Last Saturday was our vearly meeting at Sister
Fat's in Dubucue=. 1t was attended by fouwr members from the Cadar rRapids

area and threese +rom the Dubuague area. Twelve or thirteen members ot
sister Fat’s hom2 put on & nice program on making banners. cards. and
labels +rom various programs, Thanks again +or the good day and snacks.
2w Moy onE Hrom Qe aroun has been using th2 Darkside EeS this last
month. e Lt any one has amy intormation +or  ouwr newslettsr., 1 1s
alwavs ne=dad. 4, Jonn Johnson 1s planninag his Disk UF e WINTER to
pass1Dly be two di1sks. Une +illed with music +rom the librarv, ang the
second to 1ncluda tha advantura tvp2a gama2 vLartai ~Abbay. whechk-sum. and a

+ew other programs. o Remember to bring the Chicaoo newsletters back
S0 Wa Ccan keap them moving alonag to other membars.

NEW BUSINESS: 1. John  Johnson has  the proagram Turtle Tracks
availabla 1+ anvone 15 intsrasted. (Ed. nota: No one was interssted in
purchasing 1t., s0 John graciously donated the program to the Uakland User
Broun 1in Maine.) . We want tao thank Sister Fat for sending wus  the
instruction sheets she has made up for using Jif+y Card and the sign
making orogram s0 we don't have to keep lookina back at the program docs.
S bary Bishop i1z looking 4or someone to purchase his ram disk card. 4.,
Femember the Chicago TI Fair on November third. Ed Edwards will be
leavina Anamosa at S:00 am on the morning of the third., if vou need a
ride. 5. We had a discussion on the use of a composite monitor with the
ToIL« .

FROGRAM: John Johnson started the program by showing us & counle of
new prooarams he has, the game Carfax  Abbey and the Flight simulator
proaram Spad XIII Mark 2. John also showed us how to use a banner making
oroaram. along with some helps on TELCO. Ed Edwards ended the =svesning
demonstrating how to use TIFE VYersion 1.4

Submitted bvw Bob Wahlstrom:

e MEMEE R =H L~ s el = Rl i E

MRS Bob dulyv noted above. Lhe Novemzer meeting 18 ouw chance to renew
MEMDSrsnios 1n the Ladar Vallay Yyeers! Fleass D2 suras Lo takse the timas to
+1ll our thne rensewal +torm tound 1nside the back cover ot this newsistitsr.

and 21tn2Fr bring 1t to the ma2ting on Novembar 10. or mall 1t to Hruce
Winter, alono  with  vour annual duess of B 00, WHATTT No dues 1ncrease
AQalnt. vou ash o 1ncradulouslv. YES. [ TRUR!! wWwe will Mave tha =ame
Low  annual dues  aoaan this vear. Fd. 00 will buy vou & vear's worth o+

ErMrs ogrsat nawslattar, access to a finae T sottwars library, connsctions
to the rest ot the larae T1 combunity. andg the chance to maonthly share
v o tim® and talantsE with oth2r swell p2opls like vowrssl+s! 14 vou +ind
a better desl amvuheres, take 11!

While The tressurer 13 busily taking in your renewal forms. we will
nava tim=2 +or the annual HUY AMD  SELL of pre-driven computer items.
Bring the hardware and sottware that vow no lonager need, and make someone
2132 hapov with 1t!
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Funnelwsn contiao still too  much  bothsr or contusing? fired of
swappina appllication disksy Here may be the way out. 1t"s a ii1ttle
sparsze, but the aoal was to +1t @varyvibing on a 8850 disk. [‘'ve tri=ad to
make evervithinog as sel+ explanatory as possible. Those with multiple or
doubl2 density drives can =2asily chanae the2 pathwavs +rom Mug-koot to
their own uses.

Now. a +ew notes about the type-set program. [ know. guvs. The
programming could have been a lot cleana2r and tighter,. but besides 1t's

purpose. 1t had to be easy to +ollow and modity +tor vour personal use.

L don't know tor sure, but I suspect this will only run on an Epson
or compatible printer. The purpose was to make a model so vou can modify
1t for  yvour  Own uses. I don't dislike my printer, but 1t's capable o+
far more than can be accessed +rom the control panel. Not any morse!

This 1sn't to replace the dot commands for the formatter. It will
set the tvpe stvle for the whole document (or just 1 line at a time) if
you choose. Double wide 1talics +or an address on an ssnvelope  or
letter—-head? Condensed elite italics +tor columnizina? No problem!

This 1sn™t a cure tor kEpson’s lack of thouaht., but at least 1t vastly
increases our cholces of type styvles (that were there all alongl. Just
remembar to have vouwr printer ONLINE. I+ vou onlv want to do 1 line in a
stvle, iust tvpe it and enter. The et+ects are cumulative. s0 pressing 2

sntar 4 enter & 2nter will produce centared doubles-wide 1talic print.
Nt e L ut ¥rEMEMBERY CHANGING TYFE SIZE  MAY  REQUIRE DIFFERENT  TAB
SE I TINGD ! Condensad orints about 122 columns. 2lite(vY0-Y5) . dbl-wide(50).

(TL=WRITER(Fuen) ) can be +orced te orint mores than S0 columns., L+ wouw' re
not sLUF2 Now. ask around at the mesting.? Ihess ara just oussses at o tab
sebttinQs. 0 maks & fTest pront lat. Lach combination will e & littie
dittarant an print width. CUNMLENSED TYFE CAan' T BeE ErFfFHASIZED! Have fun.

Lariw lbuhl

£ (I s RN R L o B it Ry EHEE L 7r v !

My son came WD with this problem: He wanted to uge a print statement
to omove wpn the antirs soreesn befora displaving Nis messags. H= usad the
following fine 1n bkxtended Basic: FRINT:::2:2:

wall, I could guess that was probably not the right syntan. but I
told him to save his program and run 1t anyway, to see what complains.
T  my surpriss, the computer locked up. When the line 1= listed, it
becomes: FRINT 13 321 :: Note the spacing. It seems like a blank or null
command 15 wusead b2tween ths pairs of colons. FRINT :: :: doesn’t crash,
but add the last pair ot colons. and the computer goes off to la-la land.
Anvoody have a clug what 15 going on? Some other hints: the same thing in
console bhasic comes back as FRINT @ 1 3 1 @ which is more like what 1
wolllo  supsct, Whan  this line 18 bDrouwght into Extended Basic. 1t looks
the same, Mveitery o+ the month. == fary Bishop
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Trivia= whny are the sectors on & disk uwusually rmot rumbered  in

szauential order’y Also from the N2t9@er July 1990 newsletter comes zome
interesting new proposed deneral purpose language commands. BOW=  HBranch
o whimi CVoe= conveart to garbaga2; KRA= Randomize answer; SRESD= Sesk record
and scar disk: DWIM= Do what I mean; BNE= Hranch if nearly eqgual. This

could go on toraver.
New Frograms

Disk of Winter 421: Carfax Abbev. Banner. Checks Out. Tshell, Music
LEZ1/ARC 472 A graphics editor

TIWDOC/AREC 4Z22: TI Writer docs on disk

MICRO/ARC 1,2 432y Micropendium proarams from 1988-1989

BYTES Z90: Dueling Bytes (banjos) music with graphics

DOW- As vouw can sese, the Disk of Winter is readv and will be
avalrlable at the next meetinag. I have prepared both DESD and SS5SD
(+lippies). I¥ vou don™t like the +lippigs., take one and copvy 1t to vour
own disk. e won't hurt anything in one pass.

Mimt- I must corr2ct soma2thing | 3aid at the last mestino. You can
esrape Lartau Hbbey  atter vouw  beat the oame. 1l reread the docs and
l2arnad & +8w thinos. L read in a recant newslettsr about raversing the
tan 11 the FE Doy to ouiet 1t. L+ anvone ramembers which one that was.

pleasas contact ma2., FRvwWav. L ooila 1t oand 1t works arsat. T MO s is
about thirsee times better. It 18 & biag ob. however, and involves three
inch long scraws and dismantling vour FE o down o bare bponss It

Comes sS0&FtT Liige & kRubix Lube. [ ran my box +or 7 hours and 1t staved
cool . but the room was only 70 dea. I think the heat from  the  powsr
supply 15 Now 2L Own over the cards so 1t 15 ot a pertect 130 10 that
Faspect. a2 me +or tha oory detaills 14 vou ars intarested. Larry lauhl
Was aver with & smart modem he acouirsd. From Gary BHishoo., 1 obtained
tha REEIE wiring tnto to get 1t working. Here ara the details Lo rework
that cable 1+ vouw st one +rom & non—-T1 source. Feverse leads O and 2. 4
and . & and S0, Leads 1 and 7 stay connected but cut one =2nd of lesad 8.

Trivia answer— Hecauwse the data on the disk 1s serial data. 1t takes
time +or Lhe disk controller to process 1t anto parallel data. So bv the
time the controller i1is ready tor more data. the disk has moved past zome
of  the nent sectors. The normal seauence for numbering sectors 1s Q. 7,
S ae Yy BB

ECQF .« o wd Jonnson CR
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Ihe next ham radio use +or the 11 computer i3 in & service called packet radio.
Facket radio 1s a vary dif+=2rent +orm of conmnmunication, caomparsed Lo using voice
or Morse code. Most ham contacts are made with only one person transmitting at
a time. This is exactly like using a walkie talkie; if vou want to transmit,
you have to push & button. and yvou have to make sure the other guy released his
button betors you start. Un. vou could both talk at the same time. but not a
whole 1ot ot communicating would get done this way. The important point to
make 13 that when one person stops talking. the other person canm start talking
right away.

Facket radio also has only one person transmitting at a time. but a response or
result 18 usually not sxp2cted immediately. The message vou want tao send is
broken 1nto several small chunks, called packets. Each packet contains control
intormation,. rouwting data, praiority rating., expiration time, check sums,
acknowl edagement status. and message length. and finally, a small piece of vour
MESSA0S . Each packet 1s sent, in tuwn, until the entire message i1s sent. The
messane does not need to be text. thouah. lt can be executable +iles. binary
information, aQraphics pilcturss. or almost anvthing that can b found in a
normal computer +i1le.

Because vour messsdge 15 sent 1n several chunks. and each chunk may have a
dit+terant actual routino and delave LT may taka a while2 +or the messag® to
arrive st 1ts destination. N o Bxample. 1t takes a simpie one~halt+ page lestter
abhout 4 nouwrs Lo g0 across the counbtryv. MEsuming the reciolaent rassnonded
1mmedlatery. yoOu mLaht mave Lo walt o hours oF more +0r a return messans. U
Ccourse, sEndling a messags to someon: locallyv. with ng intarmsdiate roudting. 1S
dome 1mmedl ateLlv. Lay L want te send Joe an extendesd basioc program +1le. and L
am girectly connacted Lo Jos ' s pagket radlo. H2 rascelves the +1le 1mmediately.
Im thnis situation. 10 18 aimost exaclty like havino a direct modem connection
DETwWaeEn Us. e madem analogy can be used throuaghout packat radlo operation,
with the sxtension that a response may not rFsturn right away +or distant
HLatlons.

What happens 1+ Joe 1sn't home when 1 want to send the kExtended Basic +1le?
e packet radio hardware can b2 purchaszsd with a message storing funcition, so
that as long as Joe leaves his packet radio on. his packet radio will recelve
and hold anv mgssages addressed to Joe, All Jos has to do is check the liaht
on his packet hardware to see 1+ anvbody has sent any messages his wav.

Wwhat aood 15 such a form of communication? Well, as in the above sxample,
packet radio can be used as a torm of electronic mail to anvone else with a
packat radio sstup. There are collision avoldance and retry mechanisms built
into the packet radio protocol that makes packet a very reliable., althouah
sometimes slow, medium. Handling a large volume of prioritized messages 1n a
short time 135 where packet radio shines. Examples ot packet radio’s
etfectivansss was the location and condition of many lost/misplaced/unaccounted
tor perscns during the San Francisco sarthouake one vYear ado. Many hams have
DARCKWE powsr suppliss, such as batteries and agsnsrators. to opsrat- heir
gruLpment 1n Limes oOFf eneraency.

e hesnrt oy DmackheEt ~Tagdio 15 & pDlece oF hardwars csiled & terminar nods
Conbrol LB, o )Py ChE ML has o all o the samarts Oof how Do talk packat. ik

Lol me,  TasE o ull MEs S DL EE LD MLOr SO0 S s . e ITNL nesds & way to talk to
ViDLl e T8 MHAmEM . PETL S Ls s Darousl a dumb moe sl sRrlal port. =M TR ar
ENET NES B Mties SEFLEL LDOFT. LNCLIUGLAG tHE ) l. can be used for packet radio.

[ T LB o
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ihe ThU doesn’t need something as smart as a computer to intsrface to the
human: a plain old dumb terminal. with no internal processing capability can be
usad to control the TNC. However, there are some advantages in having a
computer on the local end ot the TNC.

Une advantage is that a local computer can accept the messages. manipulate
them, store an (almost) unlimited number of them on disks for later retrieval.
and print the text portions of messages. The TNC cannot do these by itself.

For those of vou tamiliar with how telephone bulletin boards operate. vou would
be very comfortable with how packet radio operates. Ferhaps I will bring in
some eguipmant to demonstrate how it all works. Its a big bulletin board in
the shy, using radio as the link i1instead of phong wires.

Ihe next tvpe o+ use +or the 71 i1n ham radio i1s for copving and sending Morse
coda. Hob wWahlstrom purchased a packags +rom a +ellow ham 1n Uklahoma that can
send and recelve Morse code. with verv little hardware. and no need for any
BPHDANS1I AN Svstem. disk drives, oF the lLilke. tha gevice uses a simole circuit
connected to the speaker o+ the radlio to drive a relav. 'ne relay contacts are
connacted Lo thne sovstice gort on the side o+ the computar. A DFogran orovioesd
tnen reads tNe contact Cclosures +trom the joavstick port. and prints the
COFFEsondlng characters on the screen. L don't pave any 24perianceg with this
particular set up. Fernapns 1L can orevall upon Bob to write up something about
1te 1+ 1 would have bto guess. 1'd think the program would use the cassette
motor control cilircults to control a relay +tor transmittinag. ALl that 18 nesded
15 a contact closwes to kev a transmittar.

O ES L IDERT * 5 CORMNEFR: X

FUR mAlk: [ have an additional ofter for my Horizon ramdisk: Option 1 is as I
originally otrtered last month. & +ull 1 Meg ot ram. all docs and disk. 400,
Uptiomn 23 I will remove hald of the ram, making the Horizon a %12 K card, still
ottered with docs and disk +or $250. The second option is otfered to provide
the most popular ramdisk available at a more atfordable price. I will accept

or neaotiate trades or swaps for the card. also. BGary Bishop., 219-Z77-9%74.

Last month 1n my Kantronics article [ mentioned a CRU decode circuit from the
fony May hardware manual . This should have been from the Tony LEWIS hardware
manual . Sorry., Tony.

We will be recelving several new members +rom out of town. s we must considesr
wavs to serving their nesds. also. HEing yvour 1deas. unusead or unloved
sortware/hardware to the next mesting +or redeplovment.

ALlsD. L hava saveral boxes or brand new Yarbatim Datatile disks. IMase ara2 the
pDremilum 9D ovear auarantes disks. wWlith labels, slesves. and write protect tabs.
ey ars markad as sinol:2 siasd. but [ Rave +ormattz2a over 10O oFf them. and
Thevy @il Nave tormatted Lo dounls sided. L owill replace any dislk that will not
+armalt L9 goupnle s1g9d. FELCE 1% B4 peEr bhox oat the neut maesting. s ot b ar
L& +FOM me Uersonaiv.e and 1% not connected with the olub. Ine oprovits +reom
thEss glsks (11 anv'!?! banstit ma personallyy not the club. 1o Bovas L=+t

b&Ery plshan

pDags anvane have 3 cony of the instructions +or the 11 branhinog packages? 1
fava tha disk. but L gon’t have tha printed instructions. e disk nas bhe
programs: LU Y LN, LLURVERFLIT., and XYI-+L.07T. Fleaze bring the instructions to
the next meatinag. and I will copy them and return it to vou 1mmediately.
Thanks.
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REACTLIONS TU THE CHICALLD TI FALRE OF NOV. Z. 1990

Wall, our trio didn't start of+ an the riaght foot. I set my alarm, but
1t didnt oo ottt when 1t should have. I ended wun about a hal+ hour late. So
1nstead of Llsaving at 4: 50 AM, we didn't a2t undar wav until S:10 aM. iha
result was we arrived at the +air at about F:.30. Az usual. we euperienced
Fain on the wavy out, and heavvy rain on the way back. Hut th2 wsathar in
Lhicsaon was beautitul ! 635 degrees oF s0. bright sunny sky with little wind.

A VEry nice dav. Hob wWwahistrom, BEd eBdwards, and mvsesld attendsd. along with

my two bhovs. Jerry Lanady drove up the niant betore with nis +amily armd took
a room thers at the Holidayvy Lnn. SO oW users’ aroup had a raoprassntation of

& membhers theres. MNot too bad.

Ihe +alr sssmed to nave a +tew less people than last vear. but there was
=t1ll surond support. L'm a verv poor 2stimate ot crowd size. 230 sutdica 1t
to say there was more walkina. talking., and bargaining room than last vear.
Most ot the +tamiliar nams ware ther=2: John Hirdwell. Barry Traver, Jim
Relss, Lhiris bBobbit. Bud Mills, etc. Missing was the old tigercub himseldt,
Jim Faterson. Also notably abssnt was Mvarc. Husiness was brisk most of the
mornina. but our group lett at 1 FM. This allowed us to return home through
pubugus to drop off a svstem [ repairzad. and needed to gst back to its owner.
Besides. 1 spent all my money by 10:30, so there was not much incentive to
hang around. I only wish I had a +tew more rubles to spend..... but that's
another storv. We missed out on the grand door prize, what sver it was. 1
didn’t ses an announcement about what the main prize was. In any svent, the
winner needed to be present at the S FM drawing to win. Last vear. things
slowed down considerably atter lunch, s0 that is why we bugged out sarly.

There were a +ew new hardware items around. The one that caught my eyve
was a sottware/hardware package to provide a MIDI interface using the RSZE2
port. This was guite 1mDresslve. There was gquite a bit of new software
avallable., withn such titles as: Son of Disk of Dinosaurs., Yat anothse Faint
Frooram (YAFE) . and manv others too numerous to mention. Azgard seemed to
hava tha most variaty and naw titles. My ousss 1s that theee wers about 20
vendors present. I got a chance to meet John Eoloen., the
publ ishar/ownar /nead waz oo ot Micropsndluim. VEFY N1CE Y. L told nim that
I thouoht Mroropendiim was the main +orce holding the 71 communlty toasthes,
MLIngs &8 aolna wall 1n FOWUnNd mock. | 24as. L was ables Lo piok wp A sSpars:
F=box with cards in ot o d Fessonaple price. and 1oended wup emptving my
Wallat at gud Mills' tapnles. Last vedar. thae Uhicago oroun fad tnele snbive
liorary trere, Selling Cconles +90r & nominat tes per dishk. ini1a vear.: they
hat prapackaced orouns ot g1sks f0r sals, orgalnized Dv catadgorv. I'm sura
this madese thinos easmler Lo handlie. Last vear 11t looked like the liberary
activities raguirad several pe2oplses to statt the table and make Ccopnles.

There were the ususal talks and presentations in the conterence room. bot
L odian't nave a chance to attand anv of tham. Home of the topilcs looked
quite i1nteresting. thouan. it was a long Saturday. and about 500 miles round
gt s I Mh! The thinos some dedicated (lsrs will do!

—-= [Bary Bishnaop

Fakk %
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S IsTER Far | AvLoRrR
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FOR COLORBED SIGHNS

T CHOOSE PAGE BUILDER., MAKE A BLAMNK FILE.
LOAD BOTH FONTS FROM SIGNMAKER DISK.

CHOOSE " N FOR GRAPHICS.

SAVE WITH FILENAME " BLAMK" . THANM  GLIT.
LOAD PAGE PRINTER HNEXKT.

FOR FONTS, GRAPHICS, PRESS SPACEEAR WHEN TOLD.

CHOOSE BORDER WHEN ASKED.
WHEN DONE, CHOOSE LOAD ANOTHER FILE.

RETHREAD PAFER. LOAD PREPARED PEGE FILE.
FOLLOW NORMAL PROCEDURE UNTIL BORDER MNAME 195
ASKED. CHOOSE "' ELAMK® AS YOUR EBORDER.

T 1S EAaSY TO KEEP A BLANK BORDER AMNMD
EBELANK PAGE FILE ON THE PROGRAM DISK IF YOu
LWHISH TO AVOoID DISK, DRIVE SWAPPIRMG.

SINCE  SIGNMAKER HAS EVERY LINE PLANNED, RN
CanN CHANGE A COLOR RIEBEOM A5 YOou  WISH B
SIMPLY  PUTTING PRIMTER OM LINE WHILE CHAMNGING.

%**%%%%%*%%*%**

¥e 3¢ 3¢ 3 e e 3 3k 3



CEDAR VALLEY 99'ers USERS GROUP

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION OR RENEWAL

Yes! I want to enjoy the benefits of membership in the Cedar

Valley

PLEASE PRINT !!

99'ers User's Group for a full year for only $8.00.

-14*******;;¥;******%************************************************
* FLEASE COMFLETE THE FOLLOWING SURVEY. EACH INFUT IS IMFORTANT! =
MU e KA I 3 B T e 260 306 3 33 e

[.1 ONN THE FOLLOWING HARDWARE:

i. 99/4A Console  b. PE Box

t. Expanded Mesory d. RamDisk

e. RS-232 Interface f. Printer

g. Tape Player h. Modes

i. Extra Disk Drive j. Speech Synth.
k. Disk Systes (555D) (DSSD) (DSDD)

4,The second most cosmon use of ny
computer is (Only Circle Onel:

d.Games b.Word Processing
c.Education  d.Data Handling
e.Prograseing f.0ther

-

7.My primary reason for attending
the monthly meeting is:

a.Software Interest b.Socialize
c.Hardware Interest d,0ther
e.Computer Usage

————

0.1 do/can do my own prograaming:
a.Not Interested b.No
c.Yes , If yes which languageis)?

----------------------------------

2.1 OWN THE FOLLOWING SOFTWARE:

i. Ex,Basic b. Multiplan
t. Tera. Emulator d. Logo

+ Hini-Neaory f. Ed/Assy
g« Mord Processing

h. Other

dilist the computer magazines you
subscribe ta/read requlary:

a.Micropendiua b.Compute
c.Byte d.
e,Computer Shopper f.

B.Hy second most important reason
for coming to the seeting is:

a.5oftware Interest b.Socialize
C.Hardware Interest d.Other
e.Computer Usage

1.List the computer books you own
and would iend to other meabers:

---------------------------------
---------------------------------

---------------------------------

--------

3.MOST OF MY COMPUTER TIME IS USED FOR:

{Circle Only One).
. banes b.Word Processing-
t.Education d.Data Handling
¢.Programaing f.0ther

------------------

- - -——————————

6.1 would be interested in attending an
B-12 week programsaing course in:

4. BASIC b.Aszeably
t.Extended BASIC d.Forth
¢, Other f.None

-------------

9.1 would be glad to help with the
following comaittees:

i.Software Library b.Education
. Tech/Hardware d.None
2. Newsletter

12.My intentions toward the T199/44
are best summarized by:

a.Will upgrade b.Use as is

t.Buy another brand d.Won't use

-----------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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