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MARCH MINUTES

Our March l4th meeting was held at West Music with 18 members in attendance. Bruce Winter gave the Treasurers’
report, and it looks good. The February minutes were approved as printed in the newsietter.

OLD BUSINESS: 1. There was a discussion about the recent computer fair by these that attended. 2. We could still
use an Editor Asseabler cartridge for the club systes. This would be something to keep a lookout for at hamfests and
cosputer fairs. 3. There still is a large selection of newsletters from other TI groups that can be taken home to
read,

NEW BUSINESS: 1. Next month will be our club's 18 year anniversary, and also the election of new officers for next
year. It looks like most of the present officers are willing to run for another year. 2. Plans were sade for the
anniversary celebration. The plan is to seet at West Music at 6:38 [Ed. note: This was subsequenty changed to b:43
PM at Happy Joe's Pizza at Lindale Mall] and quickly get the election out of the way. Meabers and their families, and
former sembers are invited, We have invited all the former members that started our group 1B years ago. Our treasury
is not in good enough shape for a free feed so you will have to pay your own way....50RRY.... If you have any TI
paraphernalia to wear, now is the tise. I. In November the L@ year anniversary of our becoming an orphan, will have
to be celebrated in some sort of way. Give it some thought. 4. Bruce Winter will have the library for this menth,
=o he is the msan to see if you should need something. . Jerry Canady's nase 1s still on our checking account ano we
are not sure if he will be renewing his meabership for this year. [t was decided to leave his name on the account for
now. 4. The bank where we have our checking account wants a copy of our by- laws. Bruce will check with the ban
about this,

PROGRAM: Jeff Craft desonstrated a progras he has written for saking title screens for use when making up VCR tapes
that you would like to make your cwn titles for. The titles come out in nice large letters and numbers. -Submitieg
by Bob Wahlstroa.
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The Prez’s Blurb

Trivia..What does ANSI stand for? Who was the first President
of this club? If you look at a TIW file on another program
such as the John Johnson Boot Menu, you will see a lot of
garbage at the end of the file., What is it for?

Person to Person File Transfer..l realize you are all waiting
to see this actually happen yet but I won’t be doing this
column this summer when, hopefully, Bob and I will do the
demo. Let me mention a few of the details we found wuseful.
We found a way to be online in voice mode at the start. Bob
found this in one of his manuals and I prefer it to typing
the whole time. I hasten to add that typing a message back
and forth immediately before starting the transfer is needed
to insure a good lock between the computers. Here’s the
sequence we used, We used Telco. As Jeff Overton states you
both need to be in half duplex mode and Terminal option ''c¢c"
equal CR-LF., We used ANSI for protocol but this 1is not
terribly important. What is important is the parity which
should be 8Nl for an X-modem transfer. Of course the baud
rate must also be the same. To set these press 'S" at the
main menu. OK. At this point one of you will call the
other, You have your Telco set up and running into the
modem. Put telco in terminal mode. Now one of you enters
ATA on their screen, -You should see what you typed in. The
other enters ATD. The one who has entered ATA presses enter
first then the other does the same. I don’'t know how
important this is but you should still be able to talk to
each other at this point., Neat isn’t it. Now you should
both hear data on you phones. Don’t worry if you haven’t
listened to data on the phone. You will recognize it when
you hear it. When you do, hang up immediately. You should
now be able to communicate by typing. If so, you are ready
for a file transfer., If not may I recommend reading our
Newsletters dated November 1992 page 7 and December 1992 page
3.

Now the fun begins. (We hope.) The sender goes first. After
informing the receiver he is about to send he will press
escape (Function 9) to get to the main menu. Here he presses
"U" to wupload a file, then "X' for X-modem. Next he enters
the name of the file and immediately presses enter. The
receiver of the file goes to the main menu and chooses
"Download File'', ''X-Modem'', and then enters the filename he
wants to use. (Exmpl-DSK2 ,Filename) He then needs to wait
between 20 and 40 seconds to make sure that the person
uploading the file got started first. X-Modem protocol
requires the person sending (uploading) to be trying before
the receiver (download) attempts its first try., There are 60
seconds allowed by the program for the downloader to get his
end going. Now just sit back, watch the transfer status
details furnished by Telco to see how it all is working.
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The Prez’s Blurb Cont.
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In case you missed it in the rest of this newsletter, our
next meeting is our Clubs 10th Anniversary. We will meet at
Happy Joes Pizza in the Lindale Mall. A short business
meeting for election of officers at 6:45 will be followed by
Party Time from 7:00 to 7. Our first President, Chuck Moats,
is going to try to stop by after his bowling night. I feel
safe in saying as long as you have the green stuff there will
be food available. If you have any TI shirts, buttons, etc.,

wear them, This is family and guest night,
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Trivial answers and more.,ANSI is American National Standards
Institute. (I bought a book.) TI Writer end stuff is
information the program uses to determine the tab settings,

right and left margins, line spacing, etc. Here’s a bonus,.
In "C'" language a floating point number is usually accurate
to a one millionth of a unit. A double is accurate to one

trillionth of a unit. This is for figuring the national debt
I presume.

EQOF. .Jack Johns..CR

Listing of recently received newsletters and correspondence:

AFRFRIL 1993X=

West Fenn Mov 92, Jan 23, Feb 93. Mar 93; Cleveland Area 99 er
User Groups Jan 22, Feb 93, Mar 933 HOCUS (Milwaukee ] Dec Z2.

Jan 92, Feb 93: Chicago User Group Dec 22, Jan JF3,.Fepb 93,

9%: Dakland computer club Winter 9233 LA Topics Jan 93, Feb 93,
Mar 233 Tigercub FD#Hy TIC-TOC Rocky Mountain F%ers Dec SFiZ+Jdan

7

%, Feb 23, Mar 933 E-Town 9%ers Jan 9% Mar FIi Lehighn 9%9%er
Dec 92, Jan 93:; Decatur 9%9er UG dNov 92, Dec 7%, Jan 9%, Feb 93

CVCA Feb 935, Mar 93: TI TAX ad Feb F3; Texaments ad Mar
card from Stanculescu Marin, Romania Mar 3.

Absent from the above list: Western Washanghbon Conmpuooer  CDloog
et FFer HCOUG. Where are vou guys’?
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NEWSLETTER REVIEWS

»>> Reviewed by Bob Wahlstrom: The West Penn 99°ers February Newsletter had a
continuing article on Page Pro Columnizer. There was a review on the program
game, War Zone, a shooting-type game with F-13s, SR—71s, Spartows, tanks and
transports. They gave it an A for a final grade evaluation. Also included is a
1007 Funelweb two column written text article showing how to use transliterate
commands within your text for various printer commands. (I'm going to have to
give this one a try). A procedure for transfering Multiplan files between the
T199/46Geneve and IBM claones, using the program "PC Transfer" and "PC Transfer
Utilities". Page Pro FX, a step by step article on reducing pictures in Page—ro
99 programs. They also had an article on the repair of the TI RF modulator,
including the value of an unmarked IC chip that often goes bad.

The West Penn 99°ers March Newsletter had an article on Page Pro Page Composer by
Deanna Sheridan.

For the Cleveland Area TI-99/4A User Groups for March. This newsletter contained
a "Mergeable" lowercase routine by Glenn Bernasek to provide lowercase print on
the screen. Parts 3 and 4 of Control the World with your TI Computer by Jerry
Keisler. His article had information on adding a real time clock, schematics
were included. (Review received via ham packet radio WABRJIT.IA.USA.NA)

>>> Reviewed by Jack Johns: Chicago Times, Feb 1993: Tony couldn’t see anything
in the dots on the Jan issue either; The CTIUG Library Comer..Disk reviews by
Walter Ward Jr; Executive Meeting..BBS YMODEM works for downloads but not uploads
yet; Geneve Library News..MDOS V1.23 is out, The major fixes are listed. They
also have TIC, the full C compiler.

Chicago Times, Mar 1993: Good Cartoons; Several systems for sale; A review of the
programs demoed at the last meeting. Bit Map Graphics, Jim Feterson’'s programs;
Membership News..Member Al Morgan is interested in instructions for assembly
programs; Executive Meeting..The Club will start to provide hardware kits for the
projects described in their manual, Smoking is banned from the meetings; Library
Cormner. .More disk reviews by Walter Ward.

Chicago Times, April 1993: Editors Comments..The address of a computer Jjunk vyard
in Chicago, For sale— A Myarc 9640 (Geneve?), Anyone play TI Runner?; Library
Corner..Orders by April 3@ have free shipping and handling, Are Fineline Software
programs now in  public domain?; A four page review of Midi Master by Jim
Peterson; A one page article on printer ribbons by Jim Peterson(?); An eight page
review of Tl Writer by Tom Kemnedy; A two page list of available Fairware
programs by Dick Altman and Ed.

CVCA, Feb 1993: Note— The CVCA is not a TI club. It is associated with Collins
Radio and operates a large BBS locally. It also supports a large variety of
computers. A review of Wincat; An article on the reliabilty of vendors from FC
magazine; Reading the BBS mail offline— article.

CVCA, Mar 1993: Ramblings From President..The BES has a new Co—SysOp, The Cedar
Rapids Public Library BBS is discussed in some detail. Mirnutes of Feb
meeting..BBS operation was discussed in detail. New officers were elected; How
Club money was spent; Minutes of March Meeting..A written contract between the
Club and the BBS SysOp was presesnted to a committee, The Mac Club BBS is

probably going down.

P Reviewed by Bruce Winter: Hocus, Milwaukee 794 user group. December 1992:
Mini review of Identifile, a program that identifies file types: The Hard Corner,
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a preview of the May 1983 Home Computer Magazine: An article about transferring
files between the T.I. and an I.B.M. PC: RF modulator repair: Scroll Demo: 3
BASIC tips: Exploring BASIC programs by Tim MacEacherm: Multiplan Reference Card.

January 1993: Make Ms. Pacman compatible with the Geneve: Compress It Anyway, a
program that takes object code and compresses it while still allowing it to be
loaded as before, by Mark Schafer: Programming music the easy way Part #35, by Jim
Peterson: Control the world with your T.l. by Jerry Keisler: Picasso and
Joypaint Reference Cards.

February 1993: Software Update Info: Preview of March 1985 Home Computer
Magazine: Multiplan Tips: GPL (Graphics Programming Language) Info: Disk
Protection Info: Tigercub Tip #78.

»»> Reviewed by Gary Bishop: Oakland Computer Club, Jan 1993, issue 10: Booket
use in learming the TI, for sale items, notes from the advisors, merged use of
Tigertub software, printing Christmas trees, making pointed branches on the
Christmas trees, blinking lights with angels program, Christmas word search,
making a robot using HCHAR and VOHAR, a leprechaun tale.

>>> Reviewed by Jeff Craft: LA Topics, March 1993: XB misc #19 by Earl Raguse on
“Display AT, Accept at." Page Pro comnectivity chart; a comparison chart for 8@
colum cards; control the world with TI article on: optocoupler use and
controlling PIOD fromthe joystick; graphics manipulation with TIPS, TI Artist
Plus, and Designer labels.

TIC-TOC Feb 93: QuikAccess article and program creates a data file with TI Writer
that can be accessed from XB; upgrade CCA@ computer from &K to 18K ram; Bill
Gaskill's search for information on certain modules for the TI.

TIC-TOC March 93: #Article on different types of disk protection schemes;
manipulating data file recores with the TI computer by Jim Peterson; other names
and uses for the CCA0 computer; Tips from the Tigercub #568.

»>> Reviewed by Bill Pasth: K-Town 99°er March 1993: Potpouwrri by Bill Sheridan
- A tip cowermning the use of FCIN-X and FCTN-8 in entering a program.
Chatterbox XXV by Bob Buehler — Recipe for Kentucky Colonels. Lots of Data by
John H. Bull - Keeping XB records.

Lehigh 99°'er Winter 1992: Batteries by Gina Roos - The expanding battery
technology. The Home Computer by Jim Peterson — "a few more words."

Lehigh 99°er Jan 1993: The new Funelweb V5 text editor described by Charles
Good . Modulator repair by Ron Warfield. You don’t have to have it all! by Jim
Peterson. On using a ramdisk by Vic Sterup — Part 1 and 2.

If vyou are planning to place an order with Jim Peterson, contact
Jeff Craft no later than the next meeting. He will place an order
the day after the meeting, and wishes to save everybody some post-
age if the order can be grouped. -Ed.
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THE PAST: 10th Anniversary Facts and Figures
by Gary Bishop

On the eve of our 1@8th anniversary, and the beginning of our
eleventh year of existence, I thought you might like to hear about
our club‘s history. Well, here goes:

The club was formed in early March, 1983. Weekly meetings were held
for the first few weeks. A copy of the 24 charter members is on
page 8. At this time, the club was a Rockwell employee-only group.
This quickly fell by the wayside, due to the tremendouse popularity
of the computer, and the desire to include family members in the
computer learning experience. The first public meeting was held on
April 1@, 1983 at the JA building on Collins Road.

The following charts describe the life of the club:

Number of members, years 1983-1993 Years of membership, for
all members 1983-1993.
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Average number of years per member is: 2.51.
Longest continuous membership: Jim Green (Thanks, Jim!)

We have been exchanging newsletters with the Rocky Mountain group
for all 1@ years. They produce the TIC-TOC newsletter. Back in the
beginning, it was called the TIC-Talk. WOW. Thanks, guys and gals
from Colorado. Also, I noticed many years ago that you do not use
mailing labels on your newsletter, but instead print the entire page
in a printer, then photocopy the rest of the pages. Saves sticky
labels!
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Our meeting attendance had a high of 62 members and guests on Nov
1983, to a low of zero several times (the meetings were cancelled
due to bad weather.) The meeting average attendance for our
membership appears to run about 45% or so. This has flucuated
considerably, and is also influenced by the fact that we have many
out—-of-town members that can never make a meeting.

OQur treasury has spent $1912 on postage, %138 in bank charges, has
received $240@0 in dues. (This is not a complete accounting, just a
highlight of the largest numbers to ponder.)

The first meetings were held in conference rooms inside Rockwell,
and the first outside meetings were held at the JA building on
Collins Road. We met there from April, 1983 to May, 17988. All
meetings since June 1988 have been held at the West Music Company’s
performance room in Collins Raod Square. Thanks to Kurt and his
crew for putting up with us, even when other clubs using that room
have caused some concerns.

Presidents: Chuck Moats 1983; Jim Green 1984,1985,1986; Jerry Canady
1987,1988,1989; Gary Bishop 19903 John Johnson 1991,1992,1993.

Vice Presidents: Joel Zamkoff 1983; Bryan Hawkins 1984, 1985; Bruce
Winter 1986,1987; Gary Bishop 1988,1989; John Johnson 1998, Wayne
Betts 1991,1992; Bob Wahlstrom 1993.

Secretaries:Bryan Hawkins 1983; John Elam 1984; Dean Helander 19805;
Gary Bishop 1985,1986; Bill Paeth 1987,1988,1989,1990; Bob Wahlstrom
1991; Jim Green 1992; Wayne Betts 1993

Treasurers: Bruce Graves 1983; Ed Hayek 1984,1985,1986; Jim
Harrington 1987; Bruce Winter 1988,1989,1990,1991,1992,1993.
Librarians: John Johnson 1989,1990,1991; Jim Green, 1991:; Bob
Heiderstadt 1992.

Newsletter Editors: Pat Hoyt 1983; Chuck Moats 1984,1985; Dan Davis
1985,1986; Jerry Canady 1987; Jim Green 1987,1988,1989,199@0; Gary
Bishop 1991,1992,1993.

I have made the astounding predictions for our next elections: The
unopposed nominations will sweep the ticket! The nominees for 1993
have been included in the above list. Thanks for serving, fellows.

In an attempt to persuade our former members to come out for the
celebration, 1 mailed out over 880 invitations. The invite 1is
printed on page 9. By the time vyou read this, the number of
invitations mailed may exceed 100!
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TO ALL FORMER CEDAR VALLEY 9%
TI CLUEBE MEMEBERS:=

The Cedar Valley 99er User Group is 1@ years old! As a former
member, you and your family or friends are invited to an anniversary
celebration at Happy Joe‘'s Pizza Parlor, lower level of Lindale
Mall, Cedar Rapids, lowa on Tuesday April 13, 1993 from 7 PM until ?
This is an informal social event, and we sincerely hope you can
attend. The club is not in a position to help pay for any food, so
you will be responsible for your own purchases. Even if you can’t
stay to eat, Jjust stop by sometime during the evening and say hi.
Please come out and help us celebrate, renew old friendships, and
hear stories of how far the Tl has come in the last 1@ years.

While I have the opportunity, do you still have your TI? If so, we
have been helping out a very worthy cause. The Atwood-Tapley
Elementary School in Oakland, Maine has a thriving TI computer
following, headed up by one of its teachers, Mrs. Eunice Spooner.
She provides her elementary students a TI console and cassette
system to take home for the school year, and also conducts evening
classes for parents to help them operate the TI. They are able to
put the computers in the hands and homes of students. The consoles
don‘t fetch much of a price when sold, so why not donate them, and
any educatinal cartridges, or anything else to the Atwood-Tapley
Elementary School? Their address is:

Mrs. Eunice Spooner.,
for Atwood-Tapley Elementary School
RFD #1 Box 5860 Fond Road
Dakland, ME ©49&3

If you can't mail your console, bring whatever you might want to
donate with you to the birthday celebration on April 13, and we will
collect what is brought in and ship it to the school. If you
worn 't be able to attend the gathering but still want to donate your
console, contact me, and I will make arrangments to pick up your
equipment. Thanks for considering this, and I hope to see you at
the party'’

RSVP not required, but it would help us in our planning.

Gary Bishop 319-377-9574 (X2780 inside Rockwell)

1 ] 1—\‘ ’
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CEDAR RAPIDS - MARION

Supparting the TI-99/4A and Geneve 944@ in Eastern Iawa
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A Look Into The Future

By Jack Johns

Recently I saw a television program host interviewing Steve
Allen, Because I only saw the end of the program, the
discussion I viewed never mentioned the names of two of
Steves books that they were discussing. I was particularly
interested in the first one mentioned. 1 had the name of the
author and the subject of the book. It shouldn’t be hard to
find it with that information, I thought.

The next day I explained my problem to the B.S. Dalton
Bookstore in the local mall, They said that their system
only listed by authors first initial and last name. This

meant they had to check every book written by anyone with the
name S. Allen., I offered to have the Cedar Rapids Public
Library do the search and save us all a lot of time.

After returning to my car it occurred to me that this was a
job I might do using the Library BBS. As soon as I got home
I called and got a pleasant surprise. They now operate at up
to 9600 baud on both their phone lines. My new setup in the
basement didn’t have a hard copy of their users hints, so I
dumped that on the first call and printed it out before
calling back for the info I wanted. The first number was
busy so I tried the second and got  through. Entering the
authors name as Steve Allen yielded three possibilities. One
of them listed 23 entries, Knowing Steve was prolific I
tried that one first. There he was. Using Telco’'s review
buffer and screen dump feature I printed out all the info I
needed including a full description of the subject matter and
the fact that it was available. Elapsed time..about ten
minutes.

I couldn’'t get the book immediately because it was already
past their closing hours. I knew that from the Library hours
screen I had also dumped earlier., The next day was Sunday
and they opened at 1PM. At 12:45 I was amazed to find people
standing at the door waiting for them to open. They copen
promptly and we all entered. With print out in hand I headed
for section 200, I stumbled into it on my first try and was
the second one to check a book out.

I now realize that this was not the future but 1s the
present . Then 1 started wondering., What comes next? The
next improvement I predict in this area 1s the ability to
dump the book chapter headings and index on line. Eventually
the computer could read selected sections for you. And 1if it
is a good book, the computer could finish reading it in 1its
spare time.
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Interest Group (8IG) includes an active message forum where members and
staff can exchange useful information. Comprehensive guide books,
downloadable software, and information files ar¢ also available

DELPHI has two membership plans: the 10/4 Plan is $10 per month and
includes the first 4 hours of use; additional use is $4 per hour The
20/20 Advantage Plan is $20 per month, includes 20 hours of use, and is
only $1.80 per hour for additional time. Rates apply for access speeds

up to 2400bps; 9600bps access is currently being tested in a few locations.
The Internet service option is an extra $3 per month and includes a
generous transfer allocation of 10 megabytes (the equivalent of about
3,000 type-written pages). Access during business hours via Sprintnet

or Tymnet carries a surcharge.

Through a special trial membership offer, anyone interested in learning

more about DELPHI and the Internet can receive 5 hours of access for free. To
join, dial by modem, 1-800-365-4636 (current Internet users should telnet

to "delphi.com” instead). After connecting, press return once or twice. At
the Username prompt, enter JOINDELPHI and at the password prompt, type
INTERNETSIG. DELPHI Member Service Representatives can also be reached by
voice at 1-800-695-4005.

DELPHI is a service of General Videotex Corporation, a leading developer
of interactive and online services based in Cambridge, Massachusetts.

for further information, send email to Walt Howe, DELPHI Internet SIG
Manager (walthowe@delphi.com).

NEXT GATHERING = Tuesday
April 15, 1993 &=4945 PmM
HAaFPY JOE"' S FPIZZaA

LINDALE MALL LOWER LEVEL
COLLINS ROAD SIDE
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Cedar Valley 99 er Users Group
c/0 Jim Green

377 Cambridge Dr. NE

Cedar Rapids, lowa 52402-1446

Send To:

GARY BISHOP
124-222

3270 28TH AVE
MARION, IA 52302



