The Paper Peripheral

August 1985
Putting you Online with the Central Texas 99/4A Users Group

Fros the President’s Keyboard

Greetings once again from your friendly neighborhood /4A Users broup. Llast aeeting was well attended, partly because sany people who
heard about us at the Austin Coamputer Faire came out to see us. At the aseting we saw the Craig Miller tape fros the LA Users Group.
The audic on the tape made it difficult to hear, but most of the hardcore /4R users found it a very enlightering evening.

Several things have happened since we last talked. One is that KLRU has asked us to participate in their August pledge drive as phone
volunteers, The night that our group will be there wiil be August 18th, from 6:00 ps to 11:00 p.a, The theme for this night will be
"Great Mosents fros National Geographic®. We had a pretty poor showing for the group at the last pledge night, but those who were there
had a good time. We got to work for about 15 minutes each hour and spent the rest of the time talking about the /4A. They also showed
us the "Austin City Limits® soundstage, which was neat! WARNING: 1f we don’t have a better showing this time, this will be the last
tise we try to get the group soae recognition through KLRU. If you want to volunteer, contact me, Mike Schultz, at 835-2377,

Speaking of having a good time, we had our sumser party at Susan Donaldson’s house in July. There was food, ice creas flpats, swisaming,
and general good times. Oh, and some people even sat down and played with the coaputer (wink wink nudge nudge). [ didn’t take a nose
count, but I'd say that the party was just the right size for Susan’s house, and you should see Susan’s house!

Finally, there has been sose discussion recently about buying a computer systes for the group’s very own. The idea was that we could
get one of the portable expansion systems and it wouldn’t be so hard to get it to the seetings. The problem of the cost of buying a
systea then surfaced. Recently, however, several people stated that they would be willing to donate soney for that purpose. I aust
agsit to dragging sy feet on this. I have sy reasons, but mostly I thought that is was just too much money for a systes thal would Ge
used only occasionally, Last month, however, we gat an offer fros someone outside the group to sell us a systea that they alsost never
used. The systes has a stand-alone 32K semory, and a Percom standalone disk drive and controller. The price was $125.00 and I think
that it is a very good price. Me are already in the process of acquiring the hardware. Those peaple whe wish to donate money to the
group for this purpose should contact ae as scon as possible.

That about wraps up this menth’s activities. At the next meeting, John Young wants to show off his CorCosp 9900 expansion systea, so
he’ll have it there. If you have only a console and have thought about expanding it, this will be a good meeting to come and talk with
John about this path of expansian.

John also has some software that he is willing to let people have copies of for a good price. If you were at the party and saw the
praogras he was demonstrating, them you’ll know the one I mean. If you weren’t there, then I’a afraid that you’ll have to come to the
neeting to get a better explanation than this. Come araed with 5 555D diskettes and $15.00 if you want a copy.

¥e’ll also have a desonstration of the Bit-Mac graphics program by Vaughn Software. See the ad further in for aore details.

Nike Schultz
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Some Bytas and Nibbles

Not such to be reported this month. What with sick relatives and stuff, we haven’t had such tise for computer stuff. However, Mike got
an interesting letter in the sail recently. A local “trade school® wanted him to know that he could, really could, get a job as a
cosputer programser if he wanted to, and he wouldn’t even have to attend four years of college to do it. Since he already wasted his
time going to college for four years se he could be a computer programmer, we decided not to send him to the *trade school®. (And I
wonder how he managed to get on that mailing list?)

Also, we have sose good news and some bad news. The qood news is that Infocom has a new ordering address and telephone nusber which
they prosise taithfully is much faster than the old ones--and they’re right. We ordered The Ritchhiker’s Guide to the 6alaxy, it’s
Rint Book, and two °I Got the Babel Fish® T-shirts froa them, and got it all in record time. (Actually, the Hint Book was a little
behind the others, but it was still pretty fast.) The bad news is that, with our usual efficient filing systes (put the paper down
soagwhere in the house, usually on top of something), we have managed to lose the New Zork Times which had the information in it.
Does anyhady else out there have them who can bring thea to the seeting? Please?

This is your ever-efficient newsletter editor, signing off for another month. As they say, thank you for your support (ya know what I
agan, Vern?) (Have I been watching too much TV this susser?)

Diane Schaltz

From the Businass End of the Mailbox

The sussertise is pretty slow for the sailbox, so I’w slipping in something that didn’t comse in through the sail. [t seess that TI (you
reseaber them, they used to make home computers) will offer a discount on the price of a T Professional or TI Portable Professional
Cosputer to Users Broup sesbers who will submit some software that they write for the TIPC to a Users Group library. The rules are the
sember must 1) have participated in a 99/4A Users Group Software Exchange Programs, must 2) agree to submit one program for the TI
Professional to a Users Group within 12 sonths of purchase, and agree not to resell the eguipment within 12 sonthe of purchase. The
discounts are more that $300.00 on selected medels over regular software submission prices. [f you want to participate in this progras,
tontact John Schier at 250-7303 or Alan Thornton at 250-4111. (I have no objections to this program, but it would sake more sense to
subnit your software to the TIPC Users Group in town, since the /4A wouldn’t be able to run it.)

Rustin Electromics; 2324 F Ridgepoint Brive; Austiv, Texas 78754; 926-5071; wants us to know that they have excellent prices on 64K
and 206K dynamic RANs. They also have a large nusber of other electronic supplies.

The publishers of the Austin MicroCoaputer Directory is putting out a new publicatinn,"The Cedar Beetle Express®. It is to be a
sonthly newsletter of the Computer and High Technology industry. Subscription rates are $35.00 a year. Contact the Compater Task
Force; P.0. 275; Cedar Park, Tx 78613 tor sore inforsation.

Uik Corporation; 260 Eliot Street; Ashland, Massachusetts 01721 has sent us a flyer. They offer a lot of diskette supplies, including
diskettes, mailers, diskette writers {(special pens who’s tips will break if you try to write too hard on a diskette label), and floppy
cases,

The following case to us several sonths ago, in another users group’s newsletter, but somehow I didn’t see it until recently. It is a
thance to buy T-shirts with a TI message onit. The messages available includes Texas Instraments Users Groap, Boot ap with 1.1., I
Love Ny T.1., Programsers Do It In Groups, and ay favorite, Texas Instrasents Orphao. The shirts are $5.50 for short sleeves and

$7.30 for long. Several cclors are available in sizes 5-M-L-XL-XXL. There is a minimus order of & per sessage. [’a game, is anyone
else? Call se,

Want an IBM XT? (.J. Cosputers Corp.; 2424 Hest Ball Rd.; Avabeis Califorpia 92804 offers all you need to build an IBM XT cospatible
for $795.00 (sans hard disk and controller). The price includes XT motherboard with 256K semory and Bios, 135 W power supply, IBM
look-alike flip-top case, IBM style-keyboard, 1 half-height D5DD disk drive, sonochrome graphic/printer card, a floppy disk controller
and a speaker and stand. They claia 10 sinute asseably. (SURE!)

Leaving the twilight zone and getting back to something we can use, Navarove Indestries, Inc. 19968 E1 Ray Lane; Sevora, California
93370, sent us a letter last month. It describes a new progras (program as in marketing program, not program as in computer program)
that they are introducing for User Groups. It is called HYWAY and works like this. Navarone will send us a copy of one of their
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products 3 or 4 weeks before a meeting, free of charge. All we need to do is demonstrate it at the aeeting. They would like a tharough
evaluation of the product and want a evaluation form filled out and returned. The shipped products become the property of the group and
we'll probably raffle them off. They will send us two types of products. One type is finished products that are already being
marketed; the other is prerelease versions of products being develpped. Other items of note in their letter is that they are setting up
a channel of distribution for software developers and are offering "aggressive royalities®. They hope to release B new products with
DataBio Tics in the next 12 months,

Finally, CUC Online Inc.; 80! Second Avenue; Hew York, New York 10017 has sent us a letter about a new telecomsunication service being
offered by High Society Magazine. If you know what type of magazine High Society is, and are still interested, then you can look at the
letter they sent us at the meeting. 1 would say more about it in the newsletter, but there’s a law about sending that kind of material
through the mail and I’a not ready to bte arrested.

Nike Schaltz

TI-Writing

Al things being equal, this should be an especially short article this sonth. Last month we covered the SearcH menu (Find String and
Replace String), and all that leaves is Recover Edit and Buit on our comsand line.

This is going to be especially short since I have never used Recover Edit. Fortunately, the need has never arisen--and I'm not sure
it’s likely to, with a one-person, one-task computer. I can tell you that the instructions on the TI-WRITER Buick Reference Card say to
type in RE on the command line, press ENTER, answer the question Recover Edit (Yes or Ko) (Y for Yes, N for N, and press ENTER again.
The Quick Reference Card does not tell me why I would have entered the RE command if I didn’t want to do it (although I must adait to
doing it a couple of times for this article), but I can tell you that if you just hit ENTER without a Y or N you will be returned
inmediately to your edit.

Now, those of you wha might occasionally use other word processors might wonder what a Recover Edit coamand would be used for. In my
experience, it is absolutely vital for editing on a larger, suiti-tasking cosputer, such as I use at work. In fact, I used our Recaver
command just today. It is used when for some reason your computer quits (goes down) or the editor progras decides not to work anymore,
or you run out of memory, or just about anything that takes you out of your edit unnaturally and without your previous consent. A
Recover Edit cossand will look at a file {or in memory) for the changes you've made to the file you were editing since it last replaced
that file and atteapt to save your changes. My experience is that Recover Edit cosmands are not always totally reliable--you may not
get all of your changes. They are, however, preferable to the alternative, which is you get to start all over again.

Now to the Quit comsand, the last cosmand among the first group to be covered. Buit is pretty well self-explanatory. You use it when
you want to quit editing. To quit, get the cursor to the cosmand line and type a 8. The computer will ask you to enter either an §, a
P, or an E. The E is the straight Exit comsand--as in "6et Me OQutta Here'® This takes you back to the TI-WRITER menu. The P is for
the Purge command, which has already been discussed (in a previous newsletter). The S comeand is for those people who start to Ouit,
then resesber that they haven’t saved the file they were editing. It is just the same as the Save File. By now I would hope that [’ve
convinced you to save your files frequently and certainly when you’re through editing {before you’re ready to quit), but if there are a
few lazybones out there, this is your last chance.

Next time (notice I don’t promise next month!), we’ll start in on the second group of TI-WRITER comsands, which TI cailed the Editing
Operation comsands. These are the comsands which use the CTRL or FCTN key in conjunction with another key, and which don’t have to be
entered fros the comsand line. If you'd like to do a little homework before next time, examine the first several pages of the Quick
Reterence Card and be sure to review the TI-WRITER manual. Also, there is a ruwor that there is another word processor out there, and
if I can borrow a copy of it and it’s manual, I'11 review it. So, 'till next tise, boys and girls, Happy Processing!

- Diane Schaltz
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Going FORTH
This is a little FORTH program which Dave Wolfe gave to se a couple of months ago. [ haven’t had space to print it until this month.
The program will take a FORTH screen and dump it to a standard 99/4A file. It is better than just redirecting the printer output,
because that is one character at a time, resulting in the /4A file having ! letter per line. This program takes the individual lines on
the screen and writes thea in one record to the /48 file,
This progras is useful in preparing FORTH prograss for publishing or for taking data produced by a FORTH progras and placing it in a

file that a BASIC program can digest. The only thing to be careful of when using to publish a FORTH program, is that it doesn’t search
for @ signs and double thes, and the Text Formatter in TI-WRITER uses those syabols for esphasized printing.
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SUPER HORROR STORY
Taken fro» The Suncoast Beeper
St. Petersburg, Florida

Here's sosething to think about. It has been reported that, in the line of freeware for the IBM PC with a 10 megabyte hard disk drive,
soseone wrote a progras that was called Super Directory File Nase EBABTR. No address was given by the author to send his money or tell
hia what you liked or didn’t like, but it was free. The program was placed on aany boards. The docusentation showed it to be what
every IBM PC owner with a 10 megabyte hard disk drive wanted, and the price was right. When you ran it, you were asked about your
systes. After you answered the last question, the screen flashed the word °S5OTCHA®. Now your hard disk was totally biank.
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Special Interest Group Meeting
There is currently no scheduled Telecomsuncations Meeting, but I's sure that the subject will come up at the party this month,
The asseably language SIG has changed its meeting day., It is now the Wednesday following the reqular group seeting and starts around

7:00 pa. It is still at the Health Care International building, just off breat Hills Drive--contact Don Lynch or Mike Schultz for
directions. Last month we discussed the 9902 chip that is used in the RS232 card. This sonth there isn’t a planned topic, ... yet!

Newsletter Exchange

Qur users group exchanges newsletters with several other recognized 99/4A Users Groups. The exchange is sade with the understanding
that, with proper credit to both the newsletter and author (if listed), your users group can reprint articles from our newsletter and,
with proper credit, we can reprint articles from exchanged newsletters. (Please feel free to correct any typos, sisspelling, bad
gramsar, etc.; we will do the same.)

Notice to Other Users Groupst Ne now have a new mailing address, Please send your exchange newsletters to:

Central Texas 99/4A Users broup
P.0. Box 200244 |
Austin, Texas 78720-0244 i

Cossercial Ads

Comsercial advertisesents are welcomed by our newsletter. This newsletter can provide a select, specialized audience for advertisers.
Advertisements alsa help our group by offsetting the printing and mailing costs of the msonthly newsletter. Any advertissent must arrive
by the first of the sonth to be included in that sonth’s newsletter.

The cost of placing a full-page ad is $20. The cost of a half-page ad is $10. The ad should be camera (actually photocopy) ready.
Some flexibility is allowed in the size of halfé- and full-page ads--but let's not overdo it!

Classified ads are free to individuals both members and non-sesbers. Send your ads to Central Texas 99/4A Users Group; Box 200244
Austin, Texas 78720-0244

Classitied Ads

Wanted: Help converting & Amateur Radio prograss to run on the /4A. The programs are written in BASIC for other machines and are fros a
nation-wide Asature Radio library. The finished programs will be placed in the library, so this is your chance for fase and fortune.
Call Jim Lamaers at 2B2-2{90.

For Saler External TI disk drive with power supply...excellent condition...$85...John B34-4882(N) ar 331-8544(H),

For Sale: TI disk contraller card with manual and Disk Manager II. Nothing wrong with the card except that its DSSD only. Asking
$50.00, Call Mike 835~2377.

HAS YOUR P-BOX BEEN TOD NOISY? Well, it isn’t too loud you say? WHAT’S THAT? I CAN’T HEAR YOU OVER THE P-BOX' Has this ever happened
to YOU? If it has (or even if it hasn’t but you’re tired of the LOUD fan in your P-Box) I can help. I will replace your fan with a new
QUIET fan for only 15.00 (plus tax) AND even return your old fan back to you! You may ask, *Why so cheap?”, and I will tell you. I am
not out to rip-off your pocketbooks. I am just trying to help out ay fellow 4A’ers, so if you are interested call:

Nark Milaa
836-3301 after 4:00 pa

Central Texas 99/47 Users Group August 1983 3






Heetings Calendar

Meetings of the Central Texas 99/4A Users broup are held monthly at the Pizza Inn, 3000 Duval (near the UT) on the second Thursday of
each month. Meetings begin at 7:30.

The following list of meeting dates were cospiled from my trusty Dr. Who 1985 calendar. Should any of the dates prove to be faulty,
please blase it on the Doctor’s poor sense of time (Time Lords confuse easily, you know.) Should there be any aistakes, I’s sure ay
readers will let se know.

August B
Septeaber 12
October 10
Novesber 14
Decesber 12

Meetings of the assesbly language special interest group at held on the following Wednesday. This month the meeting will be held in the
Health Care International Building, just off Great Hills Trail. Contact Mike Schultz or Don Lynch for more details.

Current Officers

President Nike Schultz 835-2377
4200 Harcourt Drive; Austin, Texas 78727
Yice President Susan Donaldson 327-41435
Treasurer Paul Dunn 25B8-4308
Secretary Patrick 0’Donnell 345-62535
Librarian Nark Milaa 836-3301
Newsletter Editor  Diane Schult: 835-2377

Correspondence for the Users Group can be sent to the address given for the President, or to the Central Texas 99/4A Users Group; Box
2002465 Austin, Texas 78720,
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