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P~ Some Editorial Comments

NOTES AND NEWS

$Good News and Bad News

The good naws is: all memberships have besn extended one extra month!
The reason is because there was nNO September Newsletter.

The bad news is: our Editor has been hospitalized due to a bout with cancer.

Cards and letters may be sent to: Mr. Mark Woadward, 17100 Van Aken Blvd.
Apt. #S11, Shaker Hgts., Ohio 44120, Those of us who believe in praysr

please remember Mark in them. Thank you.

This issue has been sent to you through the combined efforts of Frank
Jenkins, Deanna Sheridan and Doris Jablonoski. N

Our numbers are dropping considerably! 220 jissues will be sent this month.
Next menth 40 less will be sent unless some pecple renaw their memberships or
send in the subscription forms. 40 people have given up hope +For their
TI-99/4A. 40 people will lose track of what’s happening. We’re sorry to

,H}nsl them. Check your address label. Will you be one of the forty to get
last?.

Speaking of labels! Is your name and address correct? If not, call Frank
Jenkins at 283-85246 and have it corrected.
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Executive NOtes — Sol o
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It’s hord to helisve thaot summer is winding down and September is olreaady
upon us. 1 hope that all of you have haod aos good a summer as I’'ve had. 1If
your're like me, you'vs probaobly neglectsd you're keyboard for other activities
and matters. As o smoll business ownar, my summers are the busieat time of the
yeaor, and finding the time to hack is a big problem.

! usually try to recap ths asvents of our last mseting in my Executive
Notes each month, hut with laost month's meeting having been cancelesd, 1’1l have
to deviate from the standard format o little this time. I recantly purchaced a
printer {(ofter convincing my wife that it would be an invaluobls business aid!)
and have besn exploring the world of T.1. Writer among other things. ARlong the
way I got o hold of o copy of Dannyg Michael’'s SCREEN DUMP program, thanks to
Kim Jones. Chuck Mareno mentioned this program in the Moy nesuwsletter, so this
will probably ring a bell to soms of you.

As Chuck mentioned, DUMP is an assembly language program that links with
an X-BASILC, MIN] MEMORY BASIC, or EDITOR/ASSEMBLER BASIC progrom and can be
used with c Gemini or Epson printer. The program ocllows ths user to print the
contents of the screen, graphics as well, directly to the printer. A CALL
LINKC”DUMP”]) staotement con be issusd in the program at the point you wish the
oction to be token. This statsment con be issued as an input statemsnt
allowing the user to dump if hs wishes, or be o simpla command inbedded in th ™S
program,

Thers ars ssveral paoraometers that the user can pass to the printer thot
makes tha progrom more versitile. You may specify a tab setting whare you want
the scraan contsnts to begin printing. If no tab is given, then it will print
in the center of the page. (Ses command sxamples below.) If you wish, you can
rotaote the imaoge S0 degrees to the right in your printout. Or you caon make the
printer print whits charactsrs on a black background if you desire. Finally

You con make a double size print out which is useful with thes rototed screen
option

Here are some examples of the commands available and what they do. CALL
LINKC*DUMP”,10) Standard dump, at tab 10. CALL LINKC(”DUMPY,"RI”) A rotated ond
invertsd dump, centsred on ths page. CALL LINKC”DUMP”, *0"] A double sizs
printout, centersd on the page.

I1've ployed with this program a little bit and have found it most useful
in some programs where I am handling numeric dato and computations. This
program is available in our disk library and I rscommend it highly to those of
you with printers. 0One other note, the documentation is very sxtensive and
very easy to understond, and the author has dons on saxcellant job in his
explanations. This is, by the way, a public domain program and the ocuthor
invites the user to pass it along.



EXECUTIVE NOTES — S0OL0ON

october

Qur lost meeting was held on Septamber 14, with agpproximaotly 20
members and visitors in attendaonce. It is reassuring to know that
there ares still some folks out there who have tckesn the time, fFfor
one rsason or ancther, to loock us up and ottend our sessions. Our
program for the mesting was given by yours truly concerning the
MUSIC MAKER command module. Hopefully, ! was able to show tha group
the versitility ond fun that con be hod with MUSIC MAKER and the
grsat music that can be made with it.

Qur QOctober mesting will conclude with o demenstrotion given by
Walt Ryder regording the uss of ralative ffiles, For those of fyou
with disk systems and who are doing uany kind of Files processing,
this is one you will not want to miss. CEven if Yyou don’t fit into
thot catagory, it should still provs to be o good show!] On top for
November will be o prasentotion on T.I. WRITER given by our rasidsnt
expart, Mr. Frank Jeankins. This will be o great time to get your
Questions answered, and solve any mysteries that you moy have
regording word procsssing and tha 99/u4n,

As wa are sntering the Final quaortsr of 1985, it is tims to
begin thinking ocbaut .the slection of officsrs for thm coming ymnr.
In the next month, I will be selecting a nominating committeae to
consider nominations for the various group offices. [This is
in gccordance to article 3 of the Constitution). We will be sanding
out o gquestionoire to club membars for making their nominations for
office holders, to help in the seslsction process. (Also in
occordance with articls 3]. If any poid up and octive membar is
intarasted in serving as gn officer or sSarving on a committea,
pPlecss stond up and be hsard!

I will poss on more information on thase topics in thes coming
months.

I em happy to report that things ore going smoothly and, again,
glad toc ses nswu foces ot the mestings. Hope all is well with sach
one of you! -

See you on Uctober 12, Solon Public Library.
Steve Weinkomer, President




EXECUTIVE NOTES--NORTHCOAST meptembes

Receipt of the newsletter in the ma{l reminds us that our meeting
fast approaches. Last month's late arrival of the newsletter and 5 N
Saturdays brought some confusion about the date. Our next meeting {s ™™
Saturday September 2lst--mark your calendar now.

Freeware and new hardware was the theme of August's meeting with
demonstrations of Sprite Builder by Larry Prikockis and Disk Manager
1000 by Ron Minadeo. Martin Smoley showed the load interrupt button
and its use with a screen dump program. As promised, the New Horizons
Group of Toledo was represented by John Clulow, Dave Romer, and Ron
Gries. They impressed us with their super cartridge (the editor/
assembler with 8K RAM) and the speed of the RAM disk.

With the response we've ha 0 both projects we will make a
group purchase of the RAM chips. We will take orders (via a si?n-up
sheet) at $5 per chip prepaid and refund the difference upon delivery.

The bulletin board was shut down over the Labor Day weekend for
a software update. The new version dubbed "TICOM II" 4ncludes the
ability to upload and download via Fastterm or Xmodem (both available
from the 11brary as freeware). With this new capability we will
expand to around-the-clock operation and a 30 minute time 1imit.
We have also bought a used Gorilla Banana printer from one of our
members for use with the club system--especially to help screen
bulletin board messages. We will be adding a registered password
scheme for the same purpose. |

Our new Head Librarian, Deanna Sheridan, has been extremely busy
as evidenced by her report at the last meeting. The library now
consists of over 800 programs on 63 disks--we will make them flippies
to make room for the 40 disks worth of programs that we and another .
group bought together from the Amion Helpline. Jfm Mekeel wil] )
transfer entire disks to cassette tape per individual request. In
Deanna's report she challenged the membership to think of the 1ibrary
when coming across ggﬁ_non-commerc1a1 programs and also solicited
original or transiated useful programs. These programs need not be
"fancy" to be useful to others. She is also willing to key in a program
for you--just give her the 1isting--What a2 great offer!

Jim Mekeel is working on a demo of Trendline Analysis II (a
stock performance program) after which it will be raffled. Elmo
lacobucci and I will demonstrate the new bulletin board and Howard
Winkler will show his numeric keypad (adding machine layout) addition
to the computer.

I am continually trying to draw upon the membership for demonstrations
--do you have anything to show or do you want to see something
shown--please call me.

Please don't throw away any of your old computer magazines--
bring them to the meeting--someone will want them! Deanna and I
exchanged magazines for a month and she has now created a disk of
all the programs which have appeared in MICROPENDIUM.

Also, I continue to mention that 1imited hardware repair help
exists within our group (keyboards, power supplies, cables, and now
some disk drives) so ask before going elsewhere. Of course many
things can still best be handled by the local TI exchange center.

Ken Gladyszewskt
. President




EXECUTIVE NCTES--NORTHCOAST october

We missed the September newsletter which helps remind us of
the meeting date, but there was still an excellent turn out.

Jim Mekeel, gave an excellent demonstration of "TOWER', a
civilian air traffic controller program from Not-Polyoptics.

We were also treated to two very fine bulletin board demon-
strations. Elmo Iacobucci and Ken Gladyszewski showed how to use
our own "TICOM II" system. In case you may have forgotten the phone
number for the bulletin board is 944-1072. |

Joe and Larry Prikockis have been working on a system called
"TECHIE" bulletin board which Larry explained to us.

Martin Smoley reported on the "Assembly Language Group'" that
he is working with. At their next meeting they will go into the
"Debugger', and how to use it. The time and date for their next
mekiing is yet to be determined so those of you who are interested
may contact Martin.

The club is seeking volunteers to use and give demonstrations
on. programs from the Navarone '"Highway Program'.

For those of you who read the July,1985 issue of MICROpendum
may have been pleased to find that at long last there is a program
available for the TI 99/4A users that is a true '"'Data Base Management".

This is a AAAAA rated program put out by OAK TREE SYSTEMS of
Whitmore Lake, MI, and 1is called "ACORN 99" , written by Charles L.
Davis.

’ The Northcoast Group is happy to announce that the Oct. 19th
meeting will be devoted to the use of this program. Mr Charles L
Davis will be the principal speaker and will demonstrate "ACORN 69"
and the OAK TREE SYSTEMS Display Enhancement Package, which provides
a 40 column text mode.

Get your note books and pencils and come on out to the next
meeting, Oct, 19th, 1:30 PM, in the Euclidian Room of the Euclid
Square Mall.

Daniel W. Navenport
Jice President

Exanple of Screen Dudp
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232 FOR SALE 23X

Harduarsy TI-99/4A (beige) |
-P.E. Dox inew); -32K Mesory Card (new); -TI Disk

Controller; -Bisk Manager 11; -Isterface Cord (new); -B8/8D

Bisk Brive (1)) -TI Cassette Recorder; ~Dual Cassette Cables

-Spsech Synthesizer; -Al) Cables, Masvals & original boxes.

Softwarssr Productives

=Editor/Assesbler; ~T1 Extendad Basicy ~-TI Writer;
~Multiplan; -NHousehould Dudget Manager; -Persomal Record
Keeping; =TI LO6O 113 ~Tersiaal Esulator II; -Personal Real
Estate; -FORTH

Beftuare) Entertainaent
-Tosbstons City; -Btar Trek; -Parsec; -Alpiner) -Mdveeture

Series) -S8occor; ~T1 [avaders; -MunchNany -Chishole Trailj
~Car Sars; -Video Chess} <Hoon Nine; -BurgerTine; -$SPLUS
over 30 disks filled with aiscellansous prograas.

Books: -Terrific Gases for the TIS9/4A; -Bprites, A Tertle
& T1 LOS0; ~Cosputer’s Guide to Ex-Basic -Home Applications

on the TIY/4A; -Starting FORTH) -Prograssers Refersnce
Guide to the TI¥/4A; ~Learning TIY9/4A Heoe Computer
Assenbly Language Prograsaing; -Fundasmtals of the TI9/4A
Assesbly Laguage; -Using & Prograssing the TI99/4A; -Bata &
Fils Manageasat for the TI%/4A; -Dest of 99°ar) ~Last Word
on the TI®S/4A. -

Miscellanoous) -All MicroPaadine Nogazines (macapt 2)4
“All 99 or Nagazines (excopt fssue 3)) ~-All Hoae Cosputer

Nagazinesy -Newslettors from across the U.3.; -Printout
saterisl #roa various Dulletin Boards.

sedl]l seterial well ssintained 2ad i excellent condition,

838 Selling an a package.
838 Asking $809.00

Contacts Kem Vargo, 1151 Middle Ave., Elyris, O 44033,
Telephonat 1-322-0633 (Formerly Golden Cresceat Newsletter
Editor)

For Sale: Boxcar stand alone interface unit for the TI
29 computer. Has one serial RS 232 and one eight bit
parallel 1/0 ports. Supports 110 to 9600 baud. Works
with all Tl hardware and software.

Excellent condition...... $%0
Call 4B846-7848 or see Jia Mekeel at the MORTHCDAST 99'ers
seeting.

Brand nase disks for sale!
BASF 3.23 inch SSDD blank diskettes with jackets,
1abels, ngi panufacturer's lifetine quarantes.
$10.75 for a box of ten.

Call 484-7848 or see Jis Bekeel at the NORTHCOAST 9%r’s
seeting.

- NOTES

MODIFY EARLY MODULES

Kent Maxwell found & way to be
able to print the Weight Control &
Nutrition Module and the Tax In-

pm?llglmimc (Ed! Mﬁdule;;
a : tor’s Note:
produced these modules prior to the
avallability of an RS232 card with a
PIO output, so the menus did not

mm;aufollom

coasulting group.

MINE-MAG 99 Aprfl, 1985
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2CIVGs 0483 CARTRIDGE CLEANING - by Ron Rutledge ;
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Dirty contcts can screw-up any electrical device and the 4A is not an
exception. The only place you are fairly likely to run into this problems is
in using command ascdules. Both the sodule contacts and the port itself can
becoae dirty but cleaning the port itself is a big job as you have to dis-
assemble the console. The good neaws is that cleaning the cartridge will
alsost always suffice and can be done quickly without any special tools or
cleaners. All you need is a regular screwdriver, sose sort of rag, a
standard pencil eraser;, and in soae cases a sedium phillips screwdriver.

Remove the scraw from "C® {f there is one. Then pry the clips in slots
"A® and "B" ocutward to pop open the cartridge. I+ there is a clip in *“C"
pry it back after "A" and "B" are locsa. If it should bend off don’t worry,
it won’t affect the perforsance of your sodule.

The acdule board can now bs removed. Do this carefully and note how
the spring—lcaded “"door" is assanbled {# there {s cne so that you can put {¢
back together if it pops cut. Once you have the board removed take your rag
(a kleenax will work but sosething cloth is auch better) and rub off¥ any
residus froa the contacts, shomn as "D". Reassber to do the contacts on
both sides {if that particular acdule has thesm, 0Oncs the worst is removed
take any soft rubber sraser and "esrase” the contacts until they become drvy,
clean and shiny. You need to do only about the outer half of the contacts
as that is sors than ever gets used (you can see the scratech sarks in the
picture below). OUnce this is done siaply put the cartridge back together

/pand go. Scmse sysptosas of dirty contacts are the console locking—-up, strangs
errors where no occured before, et (ay XB cartridge giving sae a syntax
error when there was non for example). Don’t jusp to clean a cartridge on
vyour first error, it could be alot of things like static, not having the
module in tight, or a nusber of other things. But if you find you have a
continuing praoblea cleaning the contacts is quick and free and say correct
what was wrong.

Cartridge Cleaning was reprinted from the Aprit, 1987 issue of The 4A Forum, Newsietter o{ tl! Central Im Users

Broup, P.0. Box 3843, Des Moines, lowa J0314.
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CILEVELAND AREA 99/4A USERS GROUPS

2% LIBRARY POLICY =%

In a concern for providiag the hest possible wsage of the
Libracy for all paid sesbers of this group, the Library
Cossittes fesls that certain rules aad policies are
necessiry. We wish to insure fairness and availability of
satarials. The following policies will take effect as of
January 1984;

1. All aaterials are to be retwnad before the start of the
seeting. The Library Reproseatative will be presamt 30
sinutes befors sach aeeting.

2, Library transactioss will aot occer dwring the sesting
to allow the Library Representative to participate in the
seeting.

3. M1 loans of asaterisls will occur after the forsal

seeting. The Library Represastative will stay 30 aisutes
after the seeting.

§. Leans will be sade to paid seabers only.

S. There will be a2 liait of 1 tape and | nagazine or book
to esch sesher.

6. Loans are for 1 oomth only and aatwrials asust be

returned prior t the oeestisg. If you ore not able to

sttend, it is expected tha the saterial will be sailed or
deliversd to a Cossittes aesber before the meeting.

7. Security deposits will be requirsd ts borrow materials
as follows: ‘

92 por Tape 43 par Nagazise 43 por Dook

Beposits can be in the fara of cash or persomal checks.
Persomal checks will be beld (not cashed) and retursed when
the aaterial is returned on tise. Late returns of saterials
will result in the fellowing fines:

$8 172 the deposit if saterial borroved is sot retursed
prisr to the mext sesting

33 Entire deposit if the saterial is mot returned prior to
the second seeting.

8. MNasil mxchanges of saterisl is available if postege is
prepaid be by the sushar requestiag the saterial. .

GUIDELINES FOR OBTAINING
PROGRAMS FROM THE DISK LIBRAR™

. Disks requested and supplied by the ¢rowp will cost
$3.00 par disk in advance of the crestion of the dist,

2. Dists sepplied by the sesher will be copind at 2 $1.00
charge if the following rules are followeds

$3 Disks should be imitialized whemever possible.

¢ Uritten inforsstion accospamying tbe request eust
state the nases of the pregrass, the Clevelond Growp Master
Disk upon which the propras resides, whether drive is single
or double sided, nane and phone nushir of the sesher.

#3 1f aailers are supplied in orider to receive cospleted
disks in the sail rather than waiting for the aext aeeting,

postage sust be supplim.

s o more than 2 saster sowrce disks shoulé be requested
por disk.

3. 1f you request prograes fron eore thes 2 Cleveland
saster disks, the fellowing additional charges will be sade:

3 source disks per disk .50
4 source disks per disk .73 - ﬂ
S source disks par disk $1.00 e
Each additional sowrce disk 4,23

4, Individuals should try to request ne sore than 2 output
disks per soath, uwnless an weusua! situation arises.

S. My euestions or sitsatisss sot coversd by these
quidelines should be directed to the Library Comittes.

MOTE: All funds collected will be contributed to the Group
Treasury sarsarked for purchases of library saterials,

Thank you for your cooperatisn’
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SOFCASTING - Free
Software For Your Cosputer

The Mugust & Septesber issues of
Coagutee Shopger contained intri-
quing articles on the hroadcasting
of softuare over the radio and the
possibility of fesding Sofcasting to
the 6,000 cable systess in the \8.
This would open up & new field for
the transaission of newspapers,elec-
tronic oail and schedules fa addi-
tion to coaputer software.

This distribution sethod is al-
raady availadble in Portlasd, Nej
Norgantown, W3 Durlisgtom, Ny
Philadelphia, PA; Sesttle, WS
Dallas, TI; Ninseapolis, M3 Santa
Rosa, CAj and Dostom, MR, through 3
0-ginute weekly cosputer oriented
talk show devoted to topics of im-
terest to personal computer users,

77~ 1The costs of the software and

and talk show are met by advertising
an the local statiom,

 The prograas are transaitted vid
a $70 sodes callad The |Shuttle
Coasunicator. |

This sethod is such fastar thas
downloading fros a BBS ia that
Sofcasts take place at 4800 baud.
Transaissions can be recorded o 2
tape recorder and played later
through the Shuttle.

As fascinating as this sounds for
caly a 970 favestemst, it raises
several gquastions also. Witk the
proliferation of variations of
cosputer langusges, just how such of
the soitware broadcast would be
usshle for a particular cosputer....
in our case the Ti.

The Softcast Corporation is loca-
ted at 2385-1520d Ave. M.E., Redacad
¥A 98052 (204) 981-9537. Perhaps
ve should start aaking sose effort
to bring Sofcasting to this area and
sake swre that it has T1 support.

/?N
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REPLACING YOUR NINI-NEMORY
IATTERY FOR UNDER $2.00

People who bave checked with TI
have found the cost to replace the
battery in the Nini-Masory to be $33
If you are a brave soul, it can De
done for $1.79.

The battery is a Radio Shack
CR2032 (CATIZ3-162). These cells
have a shelf life of batween § & 10
years and should last almost that
long in the circuit. The case is
the positive tersinal just like the
original, but uniike the origisal,
the CR2032 does not have leads ond
these sust be carpfully soldered om,

WARNING!' LITIUM BATTERIES CAN BE

DESTROYED BY MHEATING THEN AND

CERTAIN TYPES CAM EXPLODE!!!

1 you don’t think you're Ccoape-
toat to sake this sodificatisn don’t
try, you sight destroy yowr Riai-
AREOTY, OF wOrse.

Scrape the ceater of the cCase
where you are going to solder a sol-
id 820 (or thereabouts) wire. A laad
jrom a2 1 or 2 watt resistor is ideal

{froa WM 99 USER GROUP) IN A RELENT
WICROPENOIUN ARTICLE, A READER HAD
NIS BATTERY REPLACED WITH A ¥1-CAD)

-_--—.--m-_'-__'

TIPS FROM THE TIGERCUD

Copyright 1983

TIGERCUD SOFTWARE

136 Collingwood Ave

Colusbus, OM 43213

Nelt 2 sa3ll giob of solder onto the
end of the wire and gqujckly solder
it to the battery case. This is best
done with a 100 watt soldering _gun.
Nake sure the gun is hot befors you
try to solder the wire on. Soldering
should take | second. Have a halper
with 3 wet paper towel ready to
pross oa the battery as soon a3 you
reacve the soldering gun. The insul-

ation between terainils say he ther-

sal plastic and could defors allow-
ing the battery to short it you are
not quick, Cut the soldersd lead
close to the resistor body and +$lip
the hattery aver and solder 2 lead
oa the other side, saking sure that
it doesn’t touch the positive ter-
ainal. Nake surs that this lead
points 130 degrees amay fros the
gther lead so the battery will souat
the sase way as the original Dattery
Bead the leads so they will fit into
the slots for the original battery.
Defore you resove the original, note
that the positive lead is connected
touard the outside of the board,
Guickly solder the replacesent in
the sase way. Check the voltage
across the dattery. If it reads 3
valts, you're all set.

In Tips 821, 1 said
that the special characters
available on the Oeaimi
printer could nmot De
accessed fros Tl-Weiter., |
have since learned that Star
Ricromics hid a valuable
¢eature of their printer in
3 paragraph of gobbledegook
coaputersse in the sanual.
See *Othar Function Codes®,
ESC *)*, ESC *»* and EXC
“4°. Ia plain English, ymu
can access these codes by
CTRL U, FCTM R, CIRL 0,
SHIFT ), then type the
character with an ASCII 128
Iess than the character you
want. In other words, if
you waat CHR$(168), hit the
space bar (ASCII 32}, etc.
To gt Back to the norsal
character sode, use CTRL U,
FCTN R, CIRL U, SHIFT &.
Nany thanks to David Aragon
(San Mtonio Area Y9ers
newsietter, Aug. 1983), who
described how to do the sase
by transliteration.




HMNEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION ONLYIi:

7~ e Send me the next 12 issues of the CLEVELAND AREA 99/4 USER SROUPS
NEWBLETTER. I am enclosing a check or money order for $&.00.

PLEASE PRINT.

Name

--------__—------_---ﬁ----__-_------- I R S N S Al el - S sl S

Address

City, State ZIP

Mail to: TI USER GROUPS NEWSLETTER
€/60 Frank Jenkins, 19809 Gladstone Rd., Cleveland, OH 44122

¥3This subscription not necessary for fully paid members of the User Groups.

———- Send me & membership form for the following groups

——— Solom: ___ TI Chips: ___ Golden Crescent: —ee_ Northcoast.

NEW ADDRESS

CLEVELAND AREA 99/4A USERS GROUPS
P.0O. BOX 1283

CLEVELAND, DHIO 44120

CHECK YOUR EXPIRATION DATE.
THIS MAY BE YOUR LAST ISSUE!
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