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Hi Tlers,

This 18 a sad issue to put out. Virgil Thomason, our very dear
friend, passed away on February 21st. We were working together trying
to figure ocut what was wrong with his Artist Cardshop disk. Glenn put a

clea in the minutes for a good copy of the disk. Virgil was a GOOD man
and will be missed tremendously.

John Parken came through with another fine article on using 3.5*"

disks with a Corcomp controller card. Thank vyou Johnl l've finally
started to put Club Emai1]l addresses in the news. You will alsec find an
incomplete Email list of Tlers on the Tl List Server. If there 1is
interest, I will put in updates as we go along. Some people change

Email addresses often trying to find the ultimate server.

There 18 a 1ot of newsy stuff on the 1ist server and 1 would
encourage all club members to sign up. If you have a modem that is! ;-)
The Lima, OHIO MUG Conference is just around the corner and 1s very
close to Cleveland. I cannot be there this year, but would 1ike to hear
a lot of our aroup were attending.

See you at the meeting,




4 Il_ill.. ':‘..hl..- b B L II-.:'-HI " -I-‘I.I.I.‘-Iﬁll. | | !;
L1

F e s TEETEWTEE. -— . s e - = == P m = e e s— s T ETTETTET—TET — o Tdatr=2m1 101 "wmwrF1 8

—Ia'*.!EEL|5j£Ei
I
Urnernt. UMonaeot

Paszsgds Fabruary 21, 1997
"May Hs Rest In Psacs”
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Virgzxl Thomooor wee ¢ real friend in our T1
comnuniiy. Hell liked by ©ll becoarse of bis Kind
remcrk=, qguick smile:; ond willirgnese o lend o
hongd to onueorne nNneeding s tl

Virgxl won co-prenident of TI-Chip= in 1983
ord wom oluwoum eorly ot meelin? tame to Fhelp =et

up the equipment. Iin epite c4 the focct he coom
from fifly miles cwayl £ven when he womr not an
cfficer Urirgil follovwed thim proactice. He served
os our greeter ot the Ohxo conference lont

yeor In BEroofpork: Uhio. (Eee hin picture on the
cover of the Julo/Bagust issue of MICRDperncium}.
He sat for momt of the day. oreetzing Tlers ond
Jemésnyg thwir romes ornd clheh pffFilicliconm ong
noking sure everyone fell wvelcome. There ocluoyuw
wue 0 =mxle for ll ocad cheesful otitztudes thot
vormed their heoris. Virgzl wom not motisfied
Jutt going to meetingem:. he hod to help the club
to Keep the treosury well by tocking core of the

cO/EH vroffle. This ensured on Iircome every mornthl

Mestarng orce 0 month rokes unm fraiends In O

woy thot we liKe each other ond =n the wvse of
our TI's ond the help we all shore. 3irgil woE O

recl friernd tc ol)l. Ue will nmiems hin greatly!
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By G Ternm Ber-'aselik

Fred Ialacci opened the February meeting of the TI-Chips. Lin Shaw
gave the Treasurer's report and John Parken reported that our membership
was holding up well with recent renewals. John also reported that he
had returned the TI-99/8 to Steve Eggers. The Chips are greatful to
Steve for his generous and e-x-t-e-n-d-e—-d Tocan of his 99/8. Thank you
Steve.

Les Kee brought in copies of the latest disk 1l1ibrary update, and
reported that he was quite busy taking care of THE request he recetived
for a copy of software last month. (grin) Les then provided the answer
to a long standing mystery, "Who was providing the free donuts at the
meetings?" It turns out 1t has been Vonn Malcuit. Thank you Vonn,
they've been delicious and much appreciated.

I had several announcements. Terry Vacha, TI-Chips' President in
1986, visited me recently and sent his greetings to all Chips members as
well as his entire TI-99/4A system as a donation for the T1-Chips and/or
its members. Thank you Terry. We hope you will have a free Saturday to
vigit us sometime. The children's Tibrary of our host., the North
Royalton branch of the Cuyahoga Library system, gave us back one of the
TI-99/4As and game cartridges we had originally donated to them. Both
Terry's and the l1ibrary's systems were eagerly snappved up by the Chips
members, ) 5 |

Lastly, I announqed that I had sent Charies Good an e-mail
reservation for 4 tables for the Cleveland Area User Groups at the Lima
MUG this coming May. Charles guickly e-mailed confirmation for the
reservations to me. We're all set and ready gol

John Parken put on an interesting demo of dual EXTERNAL 3 1/2 1inch
disk drives (DSK3 and DSK4) plugged 1into the club's Corcomp disk

controller with a special wire switched ribbon cable. This means the
drives were addressed through the cable rather than setting Jjumpers 1in
the drives. Much simpler and just as effective. John said he would

have an articlte 1n this 1issue of the newsletter explaining the
technique. Great demo Johni

John aiso informed us that just by covering up the 11ittle hole in
the corner of a 3 1/2 inch, 1.44 meg. High Density disk, with a write
protect tab, the Corcomp controller will accept it as a formatible 360K,
Double Density disk (1440 sectors). {Thanks for the hint John.)

Jim Krych announced that Bruce Harrison is working on a version of
Midt Master for the SuperAMS card and the Video Turtle 1s very close to
pilot production.

Ron Markus said that he is handling a ’'splitter cable' that will
hook up two PEBs 1n daisy—-chain fashion. (Think of the possibilities.
Super TI1-99/4A systems here we comel)

Harry Hoffman said he was having a difficult time with an avparently
corrupted copy of Card Shop. (The disk had a bad sector every eight
sectors.) Harry's looking for a 'clean' copy. (Copy on a disk with alj
good sectors.)

[ hit 1t lucky and won the 50/50 raffle. See you in March!

€)




FEBRUARY _ 1la9oaa/
Deanma Sher1danrm

The meeting was called to order by Ken. Frank e-malled the

treasurer's report to all who have e-mall addresses and wil] continue to
do so.

Ken asked 1f there was any new business. Norb said that there will

be a swap meet 1in Erie on March 22 with a variety of computer equipment
of fered.

Since there was a quorum present, we had election of officers.

Deanna nominated the same slate as for the previous year. Seconded by
Harry Hoffman. Passed.

Norb wanted to give his opinion about some conversations from a
couple of months ago, when we were discussing the future of the NC 99ers
as a TI Club. Several of us said that we really didn't care i{if we
drifted a 1ittle from the TI format, as we enjoyed meeting and sharing
information, whether {1t was for the Tl or other computers. Norm made
the point that he travels a 100 miles round trip to attend the meetings
specifically for Tl information and would hate to see the club drift
from that focus. He also acknowledged that 1t was sometimes hard to
find TI related material that was new ar 1interesting for deme purposes. “™

Ken gave the demo which was a discussion on e-mail and the various
ways one can sign up. He investigated e-mail options so that he could

more readlly obtain information on his current hobby of restoring his 67
Renault Caravelle and the difficulty in finding manuals, etc. He found

that what was taking 8 days for letters to arrive at his friend's home

in Californta, could be sent and received in a matter of minutes through
e-matl.

Ffor those who have DOS machines, there are indeed several
options...the standard on-line services, such as AOL, Compuserve,
Prodigy, Delphi, etc. As far as we knew, the only of these that sti1)
had a non-~graphical interface and could be called in by a TI99 user was
Oelphi, The others all required the company's own software for
Windows—-based machines. Even though you stil1l need the company's
proprietary software and a DOS machine, there are several companies that
provide free e-mail services (you have to put up with some advertising
on the screens). These are Juno, Hot Ma{l and Net Address. 1f you have

access to the WEB, simply go to htto:/ /www.hotmail.com or
ntto://www.netaddress.com.

Lastly for those of us who have access to a Freenet, this 1is
absolutely the best choice for T! people. You can uge any
communications program (even a slow 2400 baud modem) and e-mail anyone
anywhere. You can also subscribe to the various "1lists" of speclial -,
interest and receive all their traffic and participate 1in 14t 1{1f you
wish.

Harry Hoffman has the demo for March. See yva there,.

Deanna
@




s 1rng 358" Or1ives Wi1th Your
Caorcomp D1sk Comtrol 1er Cardad

By Jormhn Parkermn — TI—CHIPS

The 5 1/4 format of the TI has been a plus because 5 1/4 disks have
been more or less set aside for the more popular 3.5 inch format on the
IBM. The people who get rid of 5 1/4 disks because they don‘t use them
anymore give me a good source of disks to reformat for my TI1. Pecple

get rid of disk files full of double sided double density which work
fine with the TI.

For neople who are putting no more money into their TI. You can buy
3.9 " IBM drives for use with your TI t111 vou decide to retire 1it.
Then recycie them on your IBM system. I+ you have a Corcomp disk

controler you can use 3.5 inch disk drives and only need Jlow density
disks for them. 1 have thought about putting 2 3.5 drives on my system
because 1 have seen so many 3.5 disks on sale with a rebate for their
whole purchase price. [ just bought 120® SONY disks for 39% and got a
30% rebate check 9 cents a disk. Hard to pass a deal l1ike that up. I

can't understand how the manufacturers can make any money off a deal
like that but I love them.

I wrote this article in another article. then 1 bought two 3.5
drives and found things not to be as I thought. That promped me to get
1t working before I submitted the article as true. So here we go.

When hooking up two 3.5 on the CORCOMP disk controller card in
addition to the two 5.25 drives you have in the PEBox, no problem right/
Wwell drives have changed ail IBM 3.5 drives are set up for drive 2 which
for IBM 1s OK. Thetir cable takes care of selecting drive 1 or 2., but
what about my TI7 Gone are my drive select jumpers and no select as to
high or low density. 1 can use the same approach as IBM uses. I will
do my switching in the cablie: pin 12 or wire 12 1s the drive select #2,
if I want drive 3 all I do 1is move wire #14 coming out of the disk
controler to wire #12 into the drive. The disk controller will then
consider that drive as drive #3. The drive select 1ines on a corcomp
card are 6=drive #4: 10=drive #1; 12=0RIVE #2; 14=DRIVE #3.

The drives | used 1 bought at a Peter Trapp show for $19.5@ each
they are Neutronics(Mitsumi) 3.5" 1.44 MEG. At that show I also bought
the splitter cables to power the drives. I did have to go ¢to two
different tables to get the right combination I needed. Firgst a Y
5.25{LARGER CONNECTOR) to get my power outside of my PEBox. I did
experence some problems with the 3.5 drives by Jjust using the p box
power supply so I did add an external 5 voit power supply. The supply 1
use supvpliies 1 amp @5VDC. You can buy a wall plug 1in 5 Volt power
supply from Jameco or Radio Shack when vou hook 1t up the black and red
wires are GND and +5VDC.

Then a double 3.5" (Small Connector). These 3.5 drives only need 5
VOC. Use a volt meter to see which wire from the wall 5volt power
supply are GND and +5VDC. A 24" length of 34 conductor ribbon cable
with one 34 postion card edge connector and 2 34 pin socket connectors
make up the cable. A1l odd pins are at ground potential. In my cable
dtagram ] will only show part of the cable and only the even wires.

(Next page vlease.)

®




Please remember this 1s for a Corcomp ditsk controller only. Even

when you use a 3.5 1.44 meg drive 1t will only format vour 3.5" disks to

J6@k and only 1f you cover the density hole with tape (black) or use
some of those write protect tabs. -

As I wrote this article I built the cable. Then I tried it. It did
NOT work. The drive l1ights came on (all four) all the time. Upon
further 1inspection when the card edge connector was crimped on 1t was
off just enough side to side to short all the pins together. 1 cut off
that connector and recrimped a new one on and problem fixed. These
connectors should be avatlable at radtio shack. Having the 3.5 drives 1s

nice. Again Tl 1s a winner only because we do have some compatability
with I8M equipment.

CARD EDGE CONNECTOR SOCKET CONNECTOR SOCKET
o CoNNECT2R
ON BACK OF CORCOMP DRIVE 23 DRIU"E'q.
AN
S O \ X-14 14
2 12 X =12 X . 12
19 10 / 10
8 8 / 8
U —— G-~ mmmm e mm e ' X=6
4 4 4
2 Z 2

_._Red trace on ribbon cable i1s pin 1

X 18 where you cut the cabiel _~

34 Cond ribbon cable to connect 3 1/2 drives to CORCOMP card
Whole cable and odd pins naot shown for clarity.

Palm Sunday
& Purom

March £3rd

Easter Sunday
March 30th

St. Patrick 's Day — NMarch 17th
First day of Spring Narch 20th




1997 MuLTI UsSER GROUP CONF.
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A4ll TI-99-44 % Gsneve computer show, sponserad bv:
The Lima Ohio User Group, held in Reed Hall of the
Uhio State University. & totally free svent. No charge
for admittance or exhitit tables. Write in advance or

Dr. Charles Good Email: good.BRosu.edu
P.0.Box 847
ﬂeneda:la DH 45534 Preferred!
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JIm PETER!ON ﬁemon:nL
ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS
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The Peterson awards for service to the 99744 communit

in four categories will be presented at the MUG eon
These are:

1. Commnunity Service
7. Deneve
o~ 3+ Hardwars
Sof tware

Jim Krvch is handling nomninations % vﬂtlnq Send in your
nominations now € vote later. To Jim

Email s 3959 C a ue Rd.
ah453@:15valand.Freenet.edu North Olmste OH 44070

Hotels located £ miles from campus @ I75 & RAt.309.

-> NMotel B = = - - - = 419-228-0114 .. Host Popular
=>» Holiday Inn - - - - 419-222-0004 Indoor Pool (sxp)
-> East Gate Motel - - 419-229-8085

~» Economy Inn - - - - 419-222-1080

—> Lima Budget Inn - - 419-225-2808

=> Super 8 Hotel - - - 419-227-2221

~Rbout 6 miles from campusy @ I75 2 exits north of Rt. EDE
is ERE Limna Inn Conference Csnter. Largest indoor pnnl
in e area.

> 419-221-0114 - - - A nice family placel

About 3 mi. away @ I75 = Rt.O11
-5 Days Inn - - = = = 419-297-§515
T 415"222 '3555




*ros: tedzychowic2®@juno.com (Theodore J ychowicz)

To A1l on the List:

| have compiled the list as sent, with sy address book,

- e A A

Name:Althar, Charlice
fmail:caltharfstartext.net

Name:Anderson, Steve
tmail:sandersolon.beil.ca

Name:Bagqett, Tom
Email:toumyb8tapscan.con

Nane:Becker, Richael

tmall:Michael,Beckerfdeahe.nail.abb.con

Name:Bernasek, Glenn V.

Enail:dd)id@cleveland,Freenet.Edy

Name:Boone, Barry
tmail:Boonedqalstar.com

Name:8riscae, John
Email: fbriscoefnat!l.win.org

Name:Brown, Jason
tpail:deathiégoi.com

Name:Buli, John
Email:BULLJHOde1ohi.com

Name:Burns, Laura
tmail:RICROPENDIUMEdeiphi.con

Name:Bush, Mattie |
teail:matsie@startext. net

Name:Caver, John
tmatl: j.carverdgenie.con

Name:Cfuglini, Alfredo
Emaii:qghostrad®abox.vel.it

Name: (Coakiey. Ben
Email: coakley®ac.qrin.edy

Name:{onnolly, Michael
Email:aranmandix.netcon.com

Name:Cox, Gary
Enail:qarycorénetten.net

Name: DB., lach
Email: 2achd®hub.ofthe.net

Haae: Delsito, Joe
Email: jdelekto@qcomm.conm

jdelektofdemosys.qcons.con

Name: Ooane, John A.

Emall;

Name:

Email:

Name:

fmail;

Name:

twail:

Name;

tmail:

Rame:

tsail:

Name:

taail:

Name:

Enail:

Name:

Enail:

Name:

Emaii;

feail:

tmail:

Name:

tmail:

Name:

Email:

Name:

Email:

Name:

Enail:

Name:
[

Email;
Alias:

Name:

Email:

Name:

Email;

N3se:
faail

»
adoane@TheR{ver.con W
Dresser, Bob 0/

aab9h8acorn.net

fataz, Nichael €.
FATAIMC@hsd.utc.com

Frush, Andrew
FruehAN@madison.k12.kyv.us

Afrueh®asmail.madison.ki2.ky.us

Gallant, Michel
ngallant@grassroots.ns.ca

Charles Good
cqood®ind.conm

Greg
GREGRPHEdelphi.com

Groslouis, Jacaues
jqrosiou®nbnet.nb.ca

Harper, Susan
Snowey958ac].con

High, Kerry Lee fr.
chightl®umr. edu

Hitz, Gene
gihitz8{uno.con

Hoffman, Harrison W, (Harry)
¢2429%8¢ leveland.Freenet.tdu

Hunter, Bob
huntebolear lham, edu

John
HasiJohn@aoi.com

Jones, Robert
rig/36@airmatl.net

Jones, Robert
rio?36@wail.airsail,net

Koloen, John
jkoloenfig.con
Nicropendius Editor

{ruse, Jon
jonkrufexecpc.com

Krych, Jis
abd5)8cleveland.freenet.fdy

{uehn, Gary
. 715227.23708ConpusServe, CON



LIBRARY UPDATE

By Bruce Rodenkirch December 1996

(aa360@acorn.net)
PN

This will be the last of the 1996 updates since I will
switch to the 97nnn series with the next librarg update,
if there is a next quate. It is ?etting more difficult
to scrape ug disks although I still have a few Lira

disks to de-archive. The lack of interest alone is
enough to make me want to hang it up. I do assemble the

disks for the Akron Library so it isn't too much extra
to make extra copies for this library too. It won't be

long though until the library will stop grauing unless
there is a miracle and someone elso steps in and takes
it over.

DISK 96072: [ DS/SD ]

A collection of HUMOR, RECIPES, SCIENCE and general
Interest articles I downloaded.  These make for
interesting reading. For Kou ham operators there is a
copy of the ARRL LETTER which is sent out by a list
server. This file tells how to subscribe to it. The
HHG files are "HOT HOLLYWOOD GOSSIP" which are humorous
conpents on Hollywood gossip, also provided by a list
server via e-pail,

DISK 96073: [ DS/SD )

‘gignuple of LIMA XB-PROGRAMS which are tutorials on math
1 science. The LORD program brines wo the MATH
programs and LOAD-SCI brings up the SCIENCE programs,
Some of the filenames: ALGEBRA, CATAPULT FACTORIRL,
GENETICS, MATH/ALD, REGRESSION, SCHOOLTEST, SCI/QUIZ.

DISK 96074: [ DS/SD ]

A LIMA disk on HEALTH. These are XB3-PROGRAMS designed
to help you to better health with information and ways
of evaluating your health., Some of the filenames:;
BIOSYOU, BIORHYTHM, CALORIE, CORONARY, DAILYNUT,
DIET/PLAN, DIETMANAGE, DIETRITE, HEALTH, MEDIALERT,
gUTHlTIOH, PHOBIA, POISON, SAFETY, SELF/EVAL, TEETH,
INDCHILL.

DISK 96075: [ DS/SD ]

An assortment of HUMOR, RECIPES, SCIENCE and general
interest articles for good reading. For ham operators
there is the 1996 W1AW schedule for morse code practice,
and plans for a "J-Antenna” you canm build, IWAIN is a
hunorous Mark Twain story written in "Olde English”
about flatulence. V-BOATS is an informational article
on large submarines. WRIGHT is humor by Steven Wright
who makes comments like, "You can't have everything,
wvhere would you put it?”

“~ ISK96076:  [DS/SD]

There is an archived file (1201B) on how to make your 11
say anything using the Speech Synthesizer with the
program provided.

The rest of the disk is a tutorial on how to combine
assenbly programs or modules with extended basic

prugrams. I an not proficient in asseably but the
techniques described in the docs should be of use to
those of you who can figure out how to use thes. The

files XB/ASY/PGl through PG5 contain the documentation.

DISK 96077: [ DS/SD ]

PLOTTER by Bruce Harrison. This program is also on
96058 but there are some additional fiYes here. PLOTTER
allows you to print various geometrical shapes by
entering a pathematical formula. The program uses X8 to

calculate the parameters of the forsula and then calls
up assembly routines to print the graph in bit mat mode.

Samples of these plots are shown In TIArtist format.

DISK 96078: [DS/SD]

Here 1is a Read Me file from Bill Gaskill telling of all
the interesting stuff on this disk.

PA TAPE  PROG- Cassette version of Personal Auditor
that I as releasing to the Tublic domain.

PRINTXT 28 D/V - 28 coluan listing of PRINT TEXT pgran.

PRINT TEXT Prog- Prngral to exanine disk contents and
print out DV/80 files 1f desired.

PRINT TEXU D/VB0 - Article explaining use of PRINT TEXI.

RETIREQUIZ D/VB0 - Investing for Retlrement quiz. ~
THINGS0296 D/VBO - Feb 1996 Things That Have Come and
Gone.

THINGS0396 D/V8G - Mar 1996 Things That Have Come and
Gone.

THINGS0496 D/V80 - Apr 1996 Things That Have Come and
Gone,

THIKGS0596 D/v30 - May 1996 Things That Have Come and
Gone,

THINGS0696 D/V80 - Jun 1996 Things That Have Come and
Gone,

TIVLABELS Prog =~ XB program to print mailing labels
from a TIV mail merge file.

TIWLABELT D/V80 - Article for TIWLABELS progras.

TI¥ LAB 28 D/VB0 - 28 column LISTing of TIWLABELS
prograns.

TRONICS AB Prog
1983. ~

rgogxcs Hl Prog - Tronics Home Inventory program {ron
1983,

DISK 96079: { DS/SD }

This 1s another Bruce Harrison production. It is a
collection of C99 routines for (€99 Erogranlers. They
are line coapands for a C99 program which will allow use
of ACCEPT AT, joystick control, integer handling and a
variety of other commands for vhich someone who knows
something about C99 programaing will be eternally
grateful.

- Tronics Address Book prograa fron
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Check your experation date.
This may be your LAST issusf
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Full Membership. $15.00Yr, wsth Llibrary privilages.
Newslietter only. $12.00 per year.

Members2 Email addresszeaes,
Mope to collect more in the suturel

FIRSTNAME LASTNAME E-MAIL ADPDRESS

Ken Sladyszewsk i itaqsSeclevveland. fraenet . . adu
Jim Harris 22431 @acorn. het

Harrwy Ho+$ ¢man CZA29Rc leayeland., +raanet . . ady
Frank Jenkins MmMlaowhbEIJUNO ., COM

Ran Markkus FoAr-kis847@a30l . CcOMm

SBruce Rodenk irch aa3cs@Eacorn.,.nery

eanna Sheridan AA27PCERc lave itandg ., fregnet. . aedu
Yonrnn Ma lCcuwit vmalcuit@aol.com
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