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H1 Tilers,

Well, those of you that are on the T]l List Server will know what 1
am doing with all the Bios from other Tlers. Since there is a dreadful
lack of new articles and reading some terrific Bios from TlIers all
around the country, 1 have decided all Tlers may want to know about our

friends. If I am wrong, you can always drop me an Email, call me on the
phone, or write snatl maii!

Lubbock, Texas was every bit what I hoped 1t would be, with one
exception. We, Nina, Vonn, and 1 hoped for more Tlers at Fesl Wcsl 90,
1 know our ranks are dwindling and Texas seems 11ke a long way to go for
us Northeners, but it was well worth the trip to see and hear from the
Project Engineer for the TI-99 computer. Meeting people from all over
this globe and connecting faces with names was also the main reason for
the fair ag far as 1 was concerned., It took a ton of work and

tremendous effort on the part of Tom Wills and the SouthWest 99ers to
bring this FestWest 98 to the community. Mike Wright and Mark Van

Coppenocle are also a team that brings the beloved TI to the community 1n
the form of the PC compatible machine. called PC99! B111 Gaski1ll has to
be the most informed Tler in the world. If there is anything he doesn't
know about the TI, please try to stump himi-)

CU @& the meeTlng,
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By Glernrm Bernrnasek

The January meeting of the Tl-Chips was called to order by Fred
Ialacci. Reading of the December minutes was walved. Lin Shaw reported
that he had received the bank's bitl1l1ing for the issued checks. 1t came
two days after the December meeting. The December minutes stand as
corrected. Lin also reported that the starting balance for 1998 1is

larger than that of 1997. This 1s good news. Our club account 1s sti1)
alive and well.

John Parken reported that several membership renewals are coming
due in February and March. This 41s an important membership period for

the Chips. John also said he sent surveys to former members. We hope
we get a positive response.

L es Kee reported that he received some of the disks copled at the
1997 MUG at Lima. However Les doubted that these represented all of the
disks that Vonn Malcuit had made at the conference. A question was
ratised on how we were going to make what was on the disks available to
the membership. Les said he was only able to read DSSD disks and that
he thought some may be DSDD. If this 1s so, Les said he will need some
help. Les also said he thought some of the disks may be archived. A
comment was made that 1t was a tremendous job to l1ook at everything on
the disks and write a summary of each item. The Chips recommended that
a catalog of each disk be published and detatled descriptions be made on
an as needed basis. Les agreed that this would be a viable option.

I brought in a 3 1/2" disk copy of the CMOS survival tool along
with a printout of the docs. 1 gave both to Les, and Les said he would
bring 1n copies for those who want one. [ explained that my Compag had
died and the CMOS disk saved my butt! (At the time I'm writing this, wmy
Compaq isn't operating at 100% yet, but the CMOS routine enabled me to
qet what I have.)

Jim Krych published the Jim Peterson Achievement Award nomination
11st on the internet. Voting for the awardees has begun. Jim will try
to include the accomplishments (reasons for nomination) for each nominee
on his next posting.

Harry Hoffman apologized for the rather poor print gquality of the
December /January 1ssue of the newsletter. It seems that some of the
graphics tncorporated interfered with the copy machine's ability to
control contrast and quality.

Ron Markus won the 5@/50 raffle. Congrats Ronl
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EXECUTIVE NOTES - JANUARY AND FEBRUARY, 98

By Deanna Sheridan

My notes are really a sketch for January. As I recall., Ken was {11
and was scheduiled to do the DEMO. January 1is normally election of
officers. but since we didn't have a quorum, we didn't even do that. No
one has resigned or complained, so am assuming that the same officers
are willing to go at 1t one more year.

We did schedule the demos for the year as follows:

February — Ken Gladysewsk

March - — Harry Hoffman
April - - Les Kee

May - - - Ron Markus

June — - - [Deanna Sheridan
July — - = Marty Smoley
August - - Bruce Rodenkirch

September- Norb Sitter
October, November and December are stil1l open. Any volunteers?

Ken had recovered for the February meeting  and presided. No
treasurer's report was available. He announced upcoming hamfests...tis
the season.

Bruce had a collection of Page Pro Pictures obtained from ‘last
vear's Lima disks 1f anyone was interested.

Harry Hoffman reported on Fest West '98. He and Nina had a great
t ime. I won't take up space, as he had probably reported 1n detail
e isewhere.

Ken's demo was a continuation of his December project where he
wanted to interface a Muppet Keyboard with the 4A. He reviewed his
obstacles 1in that he needed to convert digital to analog. He had
previously built such a device in other projects. Since each key on the
Muppet keyboard registered X amount of voltage, he had planned to have a
"voltage" box send that information through his device and register
which key was being pressed. His magic box didn't work, and he had to
start all over again. He started all over, working on a bread board,
and accidentally got it to register the increments for each key pressed.
He wrote an XB program to read the register and translate it to the
proper key through data statements. As he pressed each key, you could
see the proper letter or number on the screen. He hopes to get to the
point where 1f you press a color, the screen will change colors, or you
have a flying alphabet, etc. It may never have a practical use, but 1t
was fun to watch what people have been able to do with their 4A's.
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By Glenn Bernasek

The February meeting of the T1-Chips was called to order by Fred lallaci. The minutes from the January aeeting was
read and approved.

Lin Shav qave the treasurer's report. The Chips received a $15 donation toward the Jim Peterson Award costs from the
South West 9%ers at the Fest West. We also received $7.60 is concession stand commissions for our treasury. Lin reported
that we seemed to have been double billed for the July-August {ssue of the newsletter. Lin satd he will contact Frank
Jenkins to have the billing discrepancy resolved.

John Parken, our eembership chairman, was unable to attend this sonth because he suffered an unfortunate accident
after the January seeting. John cailed me and told me that he had slipped on some ice and tore his rotator cuff in the
right shoulder. John is wafting to have the injury surqically repaired. The TI-Chips wish John a rapld and complete
recovery. Chios meetings just aren’t the same without you John.

Les Kee, our disk Mbrarian, said there wasn't anything new to report. However, Les safd he viil be in contact with
Bruce Rodenkirch to determine whether we received all disks made at the 1997 MUG in Lima. Les brought in six coples of

the CMOS disk and distributed them to those vho requested a copy. Les then announced his internet address. W¥e can e-3ai)
Les at: Liee®Juno.con.

Jim Krych had reposted the Jim Peterson Achievement Award nominations with the nominee's accomplishaents {included.
This ghould help Tiers cast their votes. Another pleasant surprise came from the SW9%rs. They had ‘'official’ Jim
Peterson Avard ballots made up and distributed the batlots at the Fest West. (Are these people great or what?) Voting for
the Jia Peterson Avardees cleses afdnight {(EST), May 1, 1998,

Les Kee asked {f anybody has an oscilloscope available to loan hin. It seeas Les could use one for an electronic
project he has started.

Harry Hoffaan gave the Chips a thumbnail review of Fest West. Harry covered the following:
1. It was revealed by speakers from 71 that the Marketing Group delayed the introduction of the TI-994A and was equally
responsible for its demise. (¥e thought the pull out was the result of narketing errors, but ve didn't suspect §t may
have been delifberate.)
2. It seems that TI say not have had complete say whether it they could resume the manufacture of the T]-99 after they
asked SEC to let them pull out! They did want to continue afier slurling lo makt o huge profit from Kmart and ToysRUs
started selling cheap. Once they notified the Federal government of their iatent to discontinue the TI-99/4A, Federal
wandate and regulations prohibited the manufacture of the YI-99/4A techrology.
3. Our own mesber, ¥onn Malcuit, took a video of the presentstfons at the at the Lubbock fact1ity. The tapes will be
made available to those who would 1ike to borrow thea to view.
4. Harry reported that 61 Tlers reqistered at both conference sftes {The Tl facility and the hotel).
5. Tom Wills, SW%%rs' version of Lisa's Charles Good, coordinated the entire affair. {(We don't know how they do it,
but their tireless efforts on the T1 community's behalf wil) alvays be remembered.)

6. User group and tndividual seminars were held at the hotel. Very few vendors were present this year partly because of
the strict Texas state sales tax laws.

Yours truly won the 50:58 raffle. (Ed.)-) Congrats Gienn!
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Dan Eighar _ Bio

iy, name is Dan H. [Eicher, | am the current
Presideat of the Tl Huggers Users Groun. | was born May
12, 1966 - in the sign of Taurus. | quess that is what |
attribute most of wy stubborn loyalty to the TI on....

Beech Grove, Indiana is where I qrev up and went to
high school. It was during my freshman year in high
school that 1 first came into contact with cosputers, A
friend of mine's brother owned a Radio Shack Model 1 with
16. VYe played Star Trek - loaded frow a cassette player.
From that moment on, | was hooked... A toy you could wake
do ANYTHING!

The next year, 1982 I got wmy first computer a
T1-99)4a. Many of my other friends were getting computers
also. Mest of the ores from affiuent families were
getting Apples. The others, Cowmodores. 1 felt Jucky
getting a TI. My mother had asked a friend at work, whe
wdi the computer manager vhich wmachine she should buy,
They ran 3 TI-990 Minicomputer at work amd because of it
being 16-bit he recommended the T1. Of course the fact it
had a lov entry price and you could expand it az you got
the soney helped aiso...

A couple of the BI6 events (for mne at least..)..
Since very few people | happened to know owned TI's I
always felt tsolated.. One day 1 notfced an ad for TI
computer equipment, not from K-Mart or the ilt, but from a
COMPUTER STORE.. Microcomputers Incorporated in Speedwvay,
Indiana {yes.. home of the 584¢). | quickly wmanaged to
borrow my mothers car on Saturday and drove over., What |
saw amazed me!

Uniike K-Mart who basically only carried T! wmodules
and consoles, this store had books and magazines on the
Ti. They also had expansion boxes, third party
peripherals, third party games and TECHNICAL Information!
I was in heaven!

At this timse, Nicrocomputer Inc. was offering a deal
to sesbers of the local Tl Uaers Group (Huggers), Members
got a 18 percent discount. 1 quickly joined - just to get
the discouat!

The first meeting | attended was another revelation,
| expected a couple of other Ti wusers, there wsust have
been a couple of hundred! Since ] had taken all the
computer class | could 1n high school and was qoing to
Purdue for a computer technology degree | was {nterested
{n everthing I could learn about computers.

During this Lime | was very feriuvnate Lo be taten
ynder the wing of two really good techies.. Steve Sims
and Bi11 Lucid, who gave a lot of their time to help and
teach se. | probably learned as much or wore from thes
than | did my college courses!

For the next 4 or § years I worked at MCL Cafeteria.

Bugsing tables and cooking to help pay for coliege and my
computer fixation... 1 lived at home 1or four years and

on my own for four (It took me 8 years to graduate from
college, because 1 always worked full time and 100K
classes part time).

After [ got out of college, my TI activitey siowed
down abit, [ was working a lot in my new Job. [ also
started liveing with my girlfriend, Joyce for a year,

After she moved out, wmy involvement with the T]
community went up again. 1 qot active in the users group
again and became president, | was very fortunate, There
vere another two super techies {along with Bi1l tucid} whe
vere active at this time. Steve Sims had went through a
divorce and rough time and had reaily scaled back on his
computer activites. These two super techies were [eibert
Wright and ¥aiter Farmer. Bath of these quys qave pe 3
tat pi tecnnical knowledge and reatly gave ajot to the
qroup. Some of you may remember Deibert, for a while him
and his wife started a 711 bussiness called D. (for
Delbert and Darlal Wright Stuff. [ think users eventually
forced him out, by making to high of demands on his time,

For a year, 1 held the post of president, then
decided to spend some more time reading, hiking,
exercising and studying Wicca, Yoga and other metaphysical
pursuits. A few years later, around ‘92 things started to
heat up again. With the apparence on Delpht of a taiented
hardeare designer - Don O'Neil., 1 remember taking part in
a Yot of conferences with Jeff White and Don O'Neil on
belphi discussing SCS1 and the accelerator projects!
Somewhere during this time, | helped Jeff get on at the
coapany | was working (he still hasn't forgiven me! =} 1},
ne moved in and we worked on many projects together,

There have been a couple of more women | have lived,
I quess they couldn't stand sharing my life with another
{ay T1} and ieft.. Then again, it couid have been wme or
then!

About 2 year ago, ! meet Jamie and we soonly got
married. We have a daughter ti1izabeth who is three.  As
soon as she qets to be a bit older, | can finally make
good use of all those educational moduies and logo!

About 4 nwmonths ago, there was real talk about
shutting down the Huggers. The Huggers have always been a
big part in my 1ife and | owe the organization wmuch, ]
felt that as long as someonme would say there is a [lsers
Group and have the meetings there would be one. So |
volunteered as president. ] plan on keeping the Huggers
going! The 71 community has wmany software and history
riches, that qot over iooked in the early days, because so
much was going on! Now with the entire Peterson library
easfly available, | can demo a2 new program every wmonth
with out doing a repeat for the next ten years!

I would be remis, with out mentioning to other Tlers
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that have been a big influence in past ten years,, Tim
Tesch and Mike Maksimik. Mike Maksimik | first ameet hinm
in 1984 and we were drawn together for our love of Pascal
and the P-System,. Later he created FDOS, then MidiMaster
and Crorn. Tim 1 first met in 'BB7 at the Chicage tFair,
he had come down with Don #daldon - Tim was very very
guiet. Tim later become 2 sysop on Genie and we ail iknow
the rest.

Mike Wright, for the excellent PC99 epulator, which
has let me finaily have ay portabie TI, and returned some

of the FUN of Tl computing. Mike is alsoc a fountain o
visdom when it comes to the 1]!

During all this time, | have worked as a computer
person, with various titles on vartous computer platforas.
I feel what skill ] have has came from growing up and
hacking on the TI. The list would be to Jong, but, a
targe nusber of TI hackers went on to be come employee fin
the computer field!

L.0.0.N. March 1, 1998
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From: tteschéjuno.com (Tim Tesch)
Subject: Re: T199: Blo

I haven't seen any others, so here's mine. Hope it's not too long - its been a very long work day :)

[ was born in 1971 in Rhinelander, ¥isconsin, a smal) town about 288 miles north of Milvaukee. W¥e lived there until
the susmer of 1981, vhen we woved to Dallas, TX. The Christmas of 1984 my two brothers and I received 2 TI93-dR as 3
gift. 1 still resesher the two gamez - Parsec and Pacman!

Later, in 1985, we moved to Milwaukee, ¥Wisconsin. Just before we moved, one of the gquys 1 knew from school mentioned
he had a TI comouter for sale. Including the PEB w/disk drive, RS232, and 3 woden! [ convinced my brothers to help me buy
the system for $300.08, so thal day ve all emptied our savings accounts and pooled our wmoney together. We earned the

money cutting lawas during that susmer, so this was quite a treat. For three months we sat in front of the 13° cotor TV
nlaying vartous Tunnels 0f Doom games!

Once back in Wisconsin, my uncle gave me a BBS )isting, which at the time included a number of Tl BB3s in the area.
I got online, and eventually case into contact with Gene Hitz, our Milvaukee group editor | founder, and we began playing

Chess over the moden. He invited me to a meeting a fev months later, and 1've been a member since then - 1 even hold the
raak 9640 librarian’.

Around the same tise ] met Scott Stasiowski through his 88S *The Easy Chair." Besides downloading programs, we began
dabbling in prograsaing. The TI-forth package I won during a Parsec contest wasa't making sense to sme, so ] starled
vorking with Extended BASIC. Gradually, I learned assewbler and began writing ssall programs fer the 8BS, Scott and 1
eveatually worked on our own BBS software, using the WXV BBS as a baseline. Ve began prograssing games, utilities, and
more. Finally, we outqrew the NXT and around 199] we came up with ST BBS. Harold Mayo was the first guinea pig - those
Saturday morning phone calls were always a blast! Pushing the envelope where the TI was concerned was always excitieg!

From 1985-89 1 attended high school, was a mesber of the computer club, chess club, wath club, and the Nationai Homor
Society. Afier graduation, I went to college and took some EE courses, but decided that wash't the right direction. 50 1
majored 1n Math and cowputer science, and in 1993 graduated with a3 85 in mathesatics.

During this time, | was actively programaing, learning all I could about our cosputer. I met Oon Nalden at a TI
seeting, and around 1992 asked if I could work for him on a pari-iime basis. Well, I didn't have a car yel, 30 as soon as
1 qot my licensefcar, { began working for Cecure. There | learned guite a lot from Don. Some programaing, bat aainly
repair vork. There are a good number of cards that left Cecure with my initials on the back of the circuit board :)

| bought my Geneve in the late 88's, but dide't realize the full potential until much later. In fact, Jin schroeder
and 1 used to bring our systems to Cecure almost every menth, sometimes staying tit 3 or 4 in the worning working on code!
Since thea I‘ve worked on a nusher of programs, wany complete, some not. The latest ones being Port, CYA, and HDOS; my
favorite has and wil) always be the BBS... That's where my Jove for communications software/hardware gres from...

I currently live in Port Washington, WI. 1 have been working for a computer firm simce 1995 as a network engineer,
vorking with a variety of platforms like Novell and Microsoft. 1 finished wy CME last year and am currently vorking on my
RCSE. In my spare tise | continue my preqramming efforts, work on repairing/upgrading MWyarc equiomeat, go fishing
occassionally, listen to rock music (like Metallica, ACOL) and last but not least, watch Babylon 5 :)8

Tim

* Tin Tesch, S&1 Software
* ttesch#juno.com

1 {tesch ayarc®iuno.con




From: THi1Ys@theriver.com (Tom ¥111s)

As some of us asked John Koloen and Laura Burns to give us
brief bies, 1 felt ft is only fair for us to do the same.
In fact, it could be very interesting. So I'1) start 1t
off with nine,

- ulls e A ol e A e N W RN R il - LR R T e -

| wvas born in Marquette, Michigan in 1944 while ay
Father vas in England preparing for D-Day. 1 spent time
in Negatnee, lshpeming, Stambaugh, and lIron River,
Mchigan until my Father was transferred by his company,
Jeve) tea, Inc., to Oshkosh, Wisconsin when | vas 7. I
grew wp in Oshkosh and graduated from Oshtesh High Schoo)
1962, While in school, 1 was active in football,
basketball, and track. [ lettered in all three (except it
vas for managing in basketball}.

I joined the US MNaval Reserve in wy senfor year.
However, I never qot on board a ship. The Mavy, in their
infinite visdom, sent my records from my home base to ny
nev base via the USPD when I woved to a new city, Kenosha,
Vi. The USPO lost the records. The Navy finally, after
almost two years of looking, gave me a homorable discharge
rather than try to correct the whole sftuation. 1 was
discharged six weeks before the Gulf of Tonkin. Whew!

| warried vhen 1 was 19 (vay to young!). 1 obtatned a
divorce after 13 years of marriage and three children, At
the time of lhe divorce, | was driving a truck. On ny
ovn, and not on the fob, I injured my back so badly s8¢ |
could sot contimue on doing wy job. Belng a sinale parent
(1 had custody) out of work, the Job Service sgent ame to
the Fex Valley Techaical College in Appleton, Wiscomsin to
obtain an Associate Degree in Computer Science.

After graduating with a 3.6 gpa, I veat to work for a
bank in Sheboygan, ¥I. as a PrograsmerjAnalyst.  While
vorking at the bamk, ! wet a great lady at Parents Mithout
Partners. After a six month courtship, 1 married Carol in
May of 1978. My son and I now had to compete with four
women for the bathroom. In 1981, the bank phased out its
IS function and I was layed off. For the next 18 months ]
vorked for Bolens Manufacturing in Port Washington, WI.
When they mearly weat bankrupt, 1 vas again sut of work
due to corporate wide layoffs.

[ then vent to work as a Programmer Analyst for
Sheboygan Ceunty. While there, 1 was prowoted to Systems
Analyst and put in charge of the Programatng Staff. While
vorking for Sheboygan County, a co-worker told =e of a
qonga deal he could get me on 3 TI-99j4A home computer,
50 in September of 1983, | got wy first TI-9974A and

promptily foined the Sheboygan Area Users Group (later to
During

be known as the Sheboygan Area 99ers User Group).

my stint with the SAUG, | vas Vice President and Sysop
(running the Nearer the Lake BBS). In 1988 ] was elected
President. 1 am st{11 a smesber of this user group.

Juring that time, | aiso got together with the loca)
Aople, (ommodore, and Atari user gqroups and formed the
Lakeshore Computer Users Coalition. Together we were
large encugh to hold "swap weets" and other activities.
Both the SASSUG and the LCUC are fn existence today.
While the SAUG BBS Sysop, I got invelved with Paradigm 99
BBS software and helped co-author it with Bruce fimble and
Travis Watford. As though I sti)l didn't have enough to
do, | was a SAUG representative to the Wisconsin 9%er
Computer Council.

While a member of the WN93CC, | was alsc fortunate
engugh to get in on the qround floor (so to speak) in
obtaining 2 Geneve 3648 and HFDCC., In fact, my Geneve
serial number was in the low double digits. In 1991, |
3lso got myself a Rave 99 PE box so I could use both ay
Geneve and 7],

In December of 1988, due tao Doctor's orders, | moved
to Tucson and promptly got involved with the Southiest
Ninety Niners User Groun. In 1999, 1 was elected Vice
President and aisc Look over the BBS, the Cactus Patch,
which vas also using the Paradigm 99 BBS software. In
1897, T was elected President, which 1 stil} anm today.
I've been involved in the four Fest Wests hosted by the
SWOSUG, including FH98 - tubbock.

I vas employed from December, 198b unti] January, 1997
a8 a Prograsmer Analyst for Pima County. I {hen
transterred to another department as an 1. 5.
Coordinator doing their technical support. 1 as also a
steward for AFSCEE in my division of my department.

I am one of those folks who owe their iob to the
Ti-88/4R. 1t was because of that wmachine that 1 qot
‘cozy" with personal computers and started programming
thes and learned about fixing them, It wmade it much
easter 1o deal with P clowns ...] mean clones. MNoy 1'a
doing PC technical support, both software and hardware,
and Novell Netware system administration for a 1iving,

Well, ] quess that's it. 1 tried to keep this brief,
believe it or not. 1I'd Vike to encourage others to post
"‘Bios® so we can Tearn more about each other, 1 think we
can all penel{l from knowing who we are "talking® to.

Tow Wills, President & TI99/TI99-Digest List Server
Southiest Ninety Niners UG, Tucson, AZ 85731-78)]
SH99UG URL: http://www.theriver,com/Public/sw99uq
iosts of the International TI Festiest '98, Lubbock
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from: jkoloenfearthlink.net (Johm Koloen)
Subject: TI99: Proaised biographical infe
To: t1998theriver.con

I don't know how interesting this is, but | was born
in Houston and went through publiic school there. [ went
to The University of Texas at Austin and have a degree |n
journalise and did graduate work in English and

philosophy.

Ny husband and | lived {n San Antonio for a while and
then went to C(algary, C(Canada, where he worked as a
psychotherapist in a treatment center for adolescents. We
lived there eight years, and then after a nasty divorce
and custody fight which made a Canadian legal journal (not
the way anyone would want to achieve his or her 15 minutes
of fame, 1 assure you -- ] hope nothing so painful ever
happeas to any of you) | came back to Austin, Texas, with
By younger son and started to try to get wmy life back
together again. (My older son joined we four years
later.)

! vas doing odd jobs and freelance writing while
looking for permanent employment after being out of the
work force for some time; | feit | was doing better ail
the time, though, The freelance brought 1in enough amore
each sonth that I qualified for fewer food stamps each
time, 30 1 thought perhaps 1 would wake it eventually
sosehox. Then | got a job as a copy editor on the Nidland
Reporter-Telegram and went eut to West Texas.

Before that, I had wet John. 1 had filled in for him
vhile he, the managing editor of the Round Rock Leader,
wag vacationing. Then I filled in for a reporter there
vho had to have an operation. After I left, still living
in Austin and freelancing, we started dating. After |
vent to Midland, he asked me to come back and move in with
hin. So six months after 1 finally got a job, 1 was back
and jobless agaimn. [ started freelancing and putting out
applications agaies, amd got a job as {informationm
speclalist at the Texas Commission on Alcoholism, which |
held for five years.
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Meantime, John had bought a computer. { had checked
out a book on doing newsletters, fn nopes of finding some
vays to improve my agency newsletter, but 1t was more bhow
to start them up and manage them. S0 we started
MiCROpendium. Computing 1s and has been always more
John's finterest than wmine.  John traded cosputer
consulting at the newspaper for Deing able to use their
typesetting equipment, etc., after hours. It qrex so
large | eventually had to quit my job and we had to buy
eur pwn equipment (now long gone}, and we were involved 1n
startups of two other publications. John had to quit his
job. We finally got married after 18 years together (no
sense rushing into things}! and now have a certain
respectability, though probably not much to brag about on
the aorals front,

The other publications were eventually sold; we had
deals with partners that didn't exactly go our way.
MiCROpendium began to deciine, We started looking fer
other jobs. John eventually went to work for Texas
Departaent of Heaith, 1 went througn a Tot of
frustration, but now have several steady customers for
freelance copy editing and proofreading (better to
freelance as an editor; freelancing as a writer requires
too such creativity on those gueries to editors, littile
left over for the actual writingi. My boys have degrees
from U7 in governwent and physics, respectively, and have
appiications in for law schooi and graduate school now.
By great interest that has developed in the lasl few years
s doing volunteer wnrk »ith AIDS patients. My brother
died of AJDS alwost three years 3go. | am co-team leader
of an AIDS care team through the Interfaith Care Alliance,
and we have had five ‘care partners' {never more than
three at oncel. One woved away and two have died, the
latest one in January, It 1s pretty intense volunteer
work but I feel very drawn to it, Maybe it is a wmaternal
outlet now that sy boys are grown. [ also study voice,

That's {t, more or less.
all in Lubbock,

Enjoyed meeting many of you

Laura Burns
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