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H Tlers,

Well, the Lima Fair is coming up on May 15 & 16th. Charles Good
says 1t will be the last. I for onc witt miss {1t for sure! 1
considered 1t the best of all the Faires and NOT because {1t was free,
but because 1t felt good to be there. Some fairs did not give wme that
really comfortable feelinq.

I finally broke down and took from my friend, Vonn, his 486, 66mz
computer. Not being satisfied that 1t wi11l do Justice to the PC99
program, 1 am already upgrading! You see, I st111 love my T1 and want
to keep using 1t, even if it means on the PC. The only reason I gave 1in
80 soon ts the fact of most Tlers using PC's and having Web pages full
of Tl vics and 1nfo! Otherwise, I would sti111 be a 100% Tler!

Some were asking about the MICROpendium and was 1t stil]l being made.

It is. You can Emaiil John Koloen (Laura Burns) at:
JKoloen@earthlink.net and get a reply from one or the other editor.

The North Royalton Cuyahoga County Library celebrated 20 vyvears of
service on May 3rd. That was also the 75th anniversary of the Cuyahoga
Library system!

Anvone wishing to get a disk from the TI-Chips library can Email Les

Kee at: LKee@ijuno.com . Then he can make it up and bring 1t to the
meeting.
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TIL—Chips Minutees

By = Glernn Bernaselk

The March meeting of the TI~Chipe was opened by Fred Ialacci. \

Reading of the February meeting minutes was waived. Lin Shaw reported
the newsletter billing discrepancy had been resolved.

John Parken said six memberships had become past due as of March,
and that he did not receive any responses from members whom he had sent
rnewal noticee. John said he also informed everyone that the Chips’
meeting agenda had been opened to platforms other than TI-99/4A and
Geneve 9640,

In a related problem, Harry Hoffman said he was mailing newsletters
to defunct user groups or groups that haven’t replied or recriprocated
with newsletters. It was suggested that Harry include a short item in
his editorial comments to advise that mailing of the Cleveland Area
TI-99/4A User Groups newsletter to outside user groups will be suspended
or canceled if a response isn’t received by a certain date. The timing
(response window) will be left to Harry’s best judgement.

Our disk librarian, Les Kee, reported that there wasn’t anything to
report. However, Les said he will print out a library catalog.

Fred handed out Jim Peterson Achievement Award ballots to those who
haven’t wvoted vet,

Harry brought in the front page of the LUBBOCK AVALANCHE - JOURNAL
vhich featursd a lead story about the Fest West and a history of the
T1-99/4A. This was a facinating article to read. This lead very nicely
into the presentation of the Fest West videos taken by Vonn Malcuit.

The story presented was from the perspective of the developing
engineers., It was a first hand look into the history the the TI-99/4A.
Thank you Vonn!

At the conclusion of the March meeting, I showed pictures I had of
the TI-53/5. I said I would scan these pictures and bring in the JPG
formatted pictures on 3 1/2" disks to the next meeting.

For the second month in a row, I won the 50/50 raffle,

FROM THE EDITOR:

AS ALL TI CLUB’S HAVE FOUND OUT, THE COST OF SENDING A NEWSLETTER
FAR OUTWEIGHS THE COST OF PRINTING AND DEPLETES THE TREASURY QUITE FAST!

SO, I AM ASKING THOSE WHO DO NOT EXCHANGE NEWSLETTERS WITH
CLEVELAND, PLEASE DROFP A CARD TO ME AT:
HARRY HOFFMAN
3925 TROWBRIDGE AVE,
CLEVELAND, OH 44109-1349
OR EMAIL TO ME AT:
aad996@cleveland.freenet , edu

THOSE STILL USING THE TI AND WANT THE NEWSLETTER, PLEASE RESPOND
ALS50, AND YOU WILL CONTINUE TO RECEIVE OUR NEWS., IF YOU DO NOT RESPOND
BY THE END OF JUNE, I WILL HAVE TO DROP YOU FROM OUR MAILING LIST.
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NORTH COAST MINUTES
MARCH AND ARPRIL, 1998
Fey : Dearnnmna Sherridan

Ken called the March meeting to order., No treasurer’s report from
Frank. No new business. Ken relayed Earl Blewett’s E-mail address and.
that he had been playing a 1lot of golf: ‘''aeblewett@juno.com'', <-No
quotes. He made note of the Hamfest at Madison,

Harry demoed some of his favorite games for the TI from Bill Ries.
The first one, “Colors”, required you to get a row of three of the same
color up, down, diagonal, etc, to get the largest score, A game similar
to Tetris, but with colored balls. Harry liked the fact that you could
gset your most comfortable keys for controlling the balls dropped and the
level at which to play!

The next was TI-Pei...a Mahjong type game, We were promised
additional plavying boards for this one, but they never materialized,
Finally, his favorite (and mine), Tournament Solitaire, which features 7
different solitaire games which can be played individually or one after
another as a tournament. It can be addictive!

ren ocatled the April meeting to order at 1:05 PM feeling that no

more members were about to show up. There were 7 present, It was
brought up about the new P400 chip and what advantage it would be for
those wrno wish to upgrade, It wan  Lhe consensus thRat {1 woilio 1
DAL .. tm€ e AT ucn, wWe digcugsged the upcoming Lima laire and the

fact it waf on meeting day. Harry said TI-Chips changed their meeting
to May 9th, NorthCoast could not change so a motion was made to cancel
the May meeting.

Les Kee demoed a program written by Regina for the Compute
mageazine., It Is called “"Loan Records”, an amortization progranm. Hhen
you enter: Date,interes¢ rates, paysent or loan add-on, The 1interest,
principal balance will be shown. VYou can save it to disk or print it
out. Les is trying to get it to print properly for another member of
the club, The program does daily interest also,

Dick Alden’s Email address is: Aldenli@juno,com

The May demo was to be put on by Ron Markus but will have to come
at a later date., Deanna is doing the demc for June.




TL-—Chips Minutes
By » Gl ernn Bernaselk

The April meeting was called tc order by Fred lalacci. The minutes
from the March meeting were read, and Lin Shaw reported that the
treasury balance was up somewhat.

John Parken reportad that he haqa recetvreo Tweo omenmne)

Jdoahrn zald we're now at a ''hardcore' 1S5 members. Leg Kee s8sald there
wasn’'t anything to report in the disk library this month.

Jim Krych reported that the Jim Peterson Service Award voting was

pPlentiful and complaints or concerns were not received, The award
Placdues Wllii Dhe Orderst and & Wliis Make the presentations for Jim  at
Lima this year. Jim said National Guard duties prevent his attendance

at the MUG in Lima,

I announced that two tables were resexved for the Cleveland Area
User Groups (TI-Chips and Northcoast 9%ersg). Because of the MUG at Lima
on May 15 and 16, the Chips voted to have the May meeting moved up *to
May 9th. The meeting will be held in the szmall conference room,

I also read an invitation/request from the North Royalton library
for the Chips to attend and take part in their 20th anniversary
celebration on May 3 from 1:00 to $5:00 pm., Yours truly, Fred Ilalacci
and Jim RKrych volunteered to attend and help out. TiI-Chips name tags
have been made up to be worn at the event,.

A question was asked if MICROpendium was s8till being published.
Harry said he would try to find out. (Harry received his the DMonday
after the meeting) .

I handed out 3 1/2 disks containing JPG files of TI-99/5 pictures 1
had scanned,.

John Parken did a demo ¢of an oldie called ''Loan Calculator! that
had been published in the classic computer magazine of yester vear,

"Home Computer''. This program was efficiently written 1in X-Basic
judging from the quickness at which it computed all 1loan calculations
including principle, interest and payments, It felt good to see a

TI-99/4A program democed! Thanks John,

Lin Shaw won the 50:50 raffie, Congratulations Lin,

NOTE: THE MAY MEETING DATE WAS CHANGED TO MAY STH DUE TO THE LIMA
FAIR BEING THE SAME DAY AS OUR TI-CHIPS MEETING !!|
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-~ G 1998 Lima Multi-User Group Conference

is Set for May 15-16, 1998
Reed Hall, Lima Campus of Ohio State University

This all T1 99/4A/6eneve computer experience is sponsored by
the Lima Ohio User Group. This group is the home base for
Charles Good, the guru, of Tl/6eneve information and the
reviewer of programs for our MICROpendium publication.

Presenters Scheduled to Speak

To date, the following individuals have
signed up to present information:

Dan Eicher: "The Tomy Tutorcomputer,
and tiie Control Data Corp $3/4R computer”
Lew King: "Accessing the Internet with a 99/4A
using Term 88"

Ted Zychowicz: "How to Transfer Files from the
99/4A to a PC without a Modem"

Bob Carmany: "Upgrading the 1.1."

Bruce Harrison: "Midi Master Upgrade”

Delores P. Werth: "Midi Music Concert”

Jim Krych: "The Uideo Turtle”
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To date, the following have consented to
have a table or more:

Cleveland Area User Groups----2 tables
Dave Connery, Hardware,----3 tables




Milwaukee Area Tl User Group----1 table
Harrison Software----1 table

$ & TSoftware (Tim Tesch)----1 table

The Fort's User Group----Fort Wayne, Indiana

Turtie Enterprises/Uideo Turtle--Jim Krych

Huggers User Group, Indianapolis, Indiana----2 tables

HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS

LIMA OHIQ AREA

The following hotels are conveniently located about two (2) miles from the campus:

Motel 6- Phone 419-228-0456 (This has been the most popular in
past years.)

Holiday Inn of Lima- Phone 419-222-0004 (Very nice with an indoor
pool, kind of expensive) |
-zast Gate Motel- Phorie 419-225-80585
Economy Inn- Phone 419-222-1080
Super 8 Motel- Phone 419-227-2221

The following accommodation is located on I-75 two exits north of the 309 exit and
about six (6) miles from campus:

Ramada inn and Conference Center- Phone 419-221-0114

The following accommodations are about three (3) miles from campus at the inter-
section of |-75 and Route 81:

Days Inn- Phone 419-227-6515
Econo Lodge- Phone 418-222-0596

If you want further information regarding accommodations, check the Web site listed
earlier in this issue for the Lima Fair.
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Printing Problems /7 a Cannon BJC210
By: John Parken Tl Chips

At one of our monthly meetings Curtis Gadd said, “How do | get sy BJC210 to print color?". ell my anzwer was to uge
TIPS or Bruce Harrispns TI-ARTIST {olor Picture Printer progras.Ke said he tried this but had no succees,

I said bring the printer with you to the next seeting and the next meeting he showed up with it and i had forgotten
ebout 1t. 1 had not brought any color printing prograns with me, But upon looking in my briefcase, | did have a 3 Lima
disk with some of Jin Peterson’S prograss on it. One program i resesbered was one thst printed labels in color on my STAR
NKR 1000 printer. HKell 1 loaded that up and gave it a try, It would only give black output, I was surprised. 1 thought,
saybe Cannon had changed their codes and their new sanuais do not publish the printer control codes. This looked like it

needed research. So ] took the printer home with me. At home [ tried to print graphics 4rom TIPS and got no output at
ail, But sy BI230 worked fing,

Next ] used Cannons Fax retrieval service and got printer codes for the Cannon 600 series. None were listed for the

200 series, 1 also got a list of FAD (Frequently Asked Questions)., When you Could not print in color they all pertained
to not having a Bidirectional Cable and that some jumpers may be neeged. But that was all they said,

I called their BBS and found nothing, Then I called their voice help line and found 2 number for technical
questions, The person 1 talked to told »e that the printer could only print through Kindows., And 1 needed to install the
proper drivers. Mell I told her that ay TI-99/48 did not use drivers and 1 could do my printer control through Basic,

Nell she had no 1dea of what kind of cosputer I had but the printer did not use fpson Control C(odes, but Epson
epulation thru software, Still working on the Bidirectional cable idee | asked if I could get inforsation on the cable.
She said she did not have inforsation on that, Nor did she know where [ could get if. 1 asked if there was coseore else
I could ask. She said no then [ asked 1f I could talk to her superviser, She said she HAS the superviser. Mot a very

technical help session! She wis able to give se the address where ] could write for some answers. 1 hope those letiers
ﬂftmnauwxhrﬂﬂ.Itn:mwtahﬂlrmﬂa:

I was then set to write a letter to [annon for help, But first decided to read the printer manual in reference to my
probles. I did not expect to find any information, and when I said 1 decided to read it I'a not saying I did mot look at
1t at all, I did look for controi codes. Upon finding none I quit looking, But I will start from page one now. On page
three 1t talked about the BJC2I0 being 2 lime printer in that it gets inforsation Troa the computer and does not process
itself. The computer is responsible to tell it where t0 put the dots on that line. The manual also explains that the
computers speed and ablltty to process this inforaation controls how fast it will be printed. MWben ] tried to print text
in colors it only printed that text in black. This sakes me believe the printer has enough smarts to understand the
printable ASCII codes such as text but goes no further than that, And this why it did not print graphics, but did print
text,

The other printer they refer o s called a page printer as our Epsons which understand control codes.

At 11sa Bruce Harrison came up to me when we were raffiing off the Cannon BJC620 and said that it aight mot work with
the T1 11 it did not have DIP switches, Ne looked and found that it did have DIP snitches. He said that was 2 good way
to tell, Hell the BJLZI0 does not have DIP switches. Khat Bruce knew then, [ did not, but I do mow,

I wil]l still write Connon to confirm what I think is correct but 1 ap still curious as to how they send their
inforaation to the printer, They also talk about page printers as using PCL (Printer Control Language). This is used in
P Deskyet and Laser printers, This is a control biased communication with the computer. And 1 have used this with Basic
By 11 and an KP Deskjet printer,

I feel disappointed. 1 solved nothing, But, 11’5 good that I came up with an explanation of sosething 1 did not
know before.

YES, we are stil] learning!




Harry HofYfman
3925 Trowbridge Rve.
Cleveland, OH 44109-1349%

FIRST CLASS

PLERSE PRARDON ME FOR THIS NEMWSLETTER NITH ALNOST NO 8BRAPHICS! THE FIRST
PRBE HAS R DISASTER AND THE FOLLOKWING ONES HORSE! NY XR1000 PRINTER 8AVE

QUT ON ME?! I HOPE THE PROBLEN IS SOLUED BY THE NEXT NENSLETTER.
HARRY

PG. %




