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AMOTHER GOLDEN GDODIE
fron Bl MEWS

Thers iz another great videp now avallable to TI owners the
full-length LDGO video done by Eunice Spooner {RFD ., Box 3720,
Webb Road, Waterville, ME 04%0%1), It is wonderful! [t alse comes
with a disk full of lots of the itemes she demos and 2 nargcopy
listing of the items and footage for easy tape locations.

Eunine is a certified elementary teacher and it is obvious
on thiz tape. She's teriffic kind, patient, step-by-step logical,
nc panic; and she makes everything seee easy and fun, Mhich it
ig, if you dp the things she suggests.

1 always liked LOB0. Then I put it away for a long tiame.
After viewing this tape and trying her programs, I discovered I
love LOAAO.

1f you own LDBO, get this package instantly. At %10 it is a
total steal. And it is used as a fundraiser to support the only
ALL XIDS TI USER GROUP IN THE WORLD' I+ you don’t own LOBG, buy
it instantly.

(it’s on sale everywhere CHEAP! I paid $119 for ay first and
recently bought an unbozed one for $13.) But, new or used, pick
one up for this video/disk set alone. You’ll rediscover the ;oys
of computing and the real fun (and learning, which 15 why it is
fun) of your resarkable 44, END

she wants to stop at
the next rest area...
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MEETING MINUTES
Jaturday, Novesber 21, 1992.

Private chats continued from approximately B8:40 a.a. until
President John Parkins calied the meeting to order at 1D a.m.
Supplementing the regular a=embership was & visitor, Clarence
Dixon, a friend of John Broughsan, A vote of thanks was proffered
te Dick Clark, former meaber, who donated a cassette systes and
nuserous tapes ant cartridges to the club at the October seeting.
Bob Vanbastle 1is reportedly offering a disk-hased systes to the
club, but the teras of the offer are not vet known. Some
distussicn of the recent Chicago Faire followed. John Farkins
found some good hardware buys, as did Chuck Grimes, who purchased
& PC caselcpu) that he believes will rake a fine *new home’ for
our gortable 4f& which is now undergoing repairs. Reactions
concerning the Chicage Faire ranged between ’disappointing’ and
'unique’, Since John has heen home, he has been cwasped with
details and could not prepare his article about the faire in time
for the newsletter. One happening at the faire that generated
Buch enthusiasa among the eesbership actually took place in the
hospitality suite, A nusber of the better grogrammers who
attended agreed <o band together o work in harsony in the
praparation of new hardware and spftware, in contrast with the
coppetiticn and duplication of the present. Scme tidbits: DPA is
still in business, ’sprt of’ {Is that like sort of pregnant?):

MEETINE MINUTES
Wednesday, Noveaber 23, 1992.

toliowing interesting nrivate an? small-group diecussionz, the
meeting opened at approximately 8:10p.2. Jehn Parkins read or
cusmented on seversl letters the club has received from satisfied
users of the B,0.M./newsletter offer. It appearc that some peopie
are getting details of this offer, now greatly modified, froa anp
earlier issue of Micropendium. Members present decided that we
needed to send to John Koloen, the publisher, an update with gur
present price structure. Dick Beery volunteered to w#rite and send
the notification, Much time was again spent in disgussion of the
Chicago Faire, The szubject of Midi%% caae up. It seeas that,
according to Mike HMaksimik’s demo at the faire, keyboard input
of ausic to the pragram is still not feasible, at least with
Mike’s own programsing. He did report, however, that he has
tound an [/0 program written by another prograsmer that will
allow such access. Whether Mike plans to involve that prograsaer,
try to make 3 sisilar gne himself, or whatever, was not aade
clear. We must wait and see. Mike did spend considerable time
discussing his streaser-tape backup system upon which he is
working simultaneously with the Midi project. Other topics fros
the faire were discussed, but have already been reported in the
Saturday aeeting sinutes,

Buite a bit of interest in the 4A memex was apparent. Apparently,
Bud Mills was selling it at the faire, minus some isportant parts
that he prosmises to ship tao purchasers as sooh &s he himself
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Bud Mills showed his 4000 rasdisk; the ESD hard-floppy disk
controller was there, hut the wirewrap didn’t work--so obviously
it s not vyet heing mearketed. A question regarding the TI
esaulatar for PL’s prospted the suggestion to consult recent
issues of Micropendius. One opinion was that it would probably
take 3 5ig 486 to bring it up to TI speed.

The reguest from former sesbers regarding the oossible formation:
of a PC §,1.6. within L[.0.N.N.I. was discussed briefly and
incontiusively and tabled for a later meeting. #hat DID gain
acceptance was & policy giving wider publicity ang tise to the
beneve, The hope 15 to encourage club sembers who use the 9640
to bring it tp the mseetings and share programs and prabless, The
group is spearheaded by Chuck bGrises, who will attempt to
generate widespread interest and enthusiase in the project.

Chuck once again reported on his personal highlight of the
Chicago trip: the restaurant where he gets z HUGE serving of
nrige rib., He and John Parkins both report that it was definitely
up to its ever high standards!

Respectfylly submitted,
Dick Beery, Co-Secretary

receives (hes. Hose knowledgable mesbers discussed the pros andg
cons of the utilization of chips of various sizes, cost-wise.

The nmeeting ended following two Fine desds. The first involved
ah anisated cequence involving a car-truck collisicn developed
by Ken Marshall, Jr., using TI-&rtizt Flus. #hile st1ll a bit
rough, it displays auch potential., Ken plans to lengthen and
improve 1%, and to develop some cther ideas that have fascinated
hia, using the sape process. Apparently, it 1s not necessary for
a user of the "aovie’ to have the Artist Plus progras, as a p.d.
display-type program called "PLAY" has been sade available from
the prograsmser,

The second demo followed, in which John Parkins desonstrated the
Dragonslayer Spell Checker--a really fine utility of which pany
neople were relatively unaware. Space consideratipns might be a
probles in using it, as the dictionaries consume considerable
disk space, " It was thought by several that perhaps the 4R-zemex
or the 4000 randisk aight offer a solution to this problea,

Don’t know exactly when or how the meeting ended, as & prior
commiteent caused ee to have to leave during the final part of
John’s deso. Super seeting, Johs. Keep "em coming!!

Respectfully subsitted,
Ditk Beery, Co-Secretary
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CATURDAY MEETING 19 GEC 1992
Chemical Abstracis Building -- Cnlumbus

g I0AM Setup, coffee, and doupghnuts

9:00AM Disk of Month, 10: J0AM Business
MICROpendiua, Negting
Beginners help,
Libraries open 11:15A8 Deaops:

4R FLYER
Bob DeVilbiss
9: J0AN Buestion and SPELL-IT
Answer Period Bob DeVilbiss

{:30PM Tear down
and Qo home

REDNESDAY MEETINE -- 23 DEC 1992
McOONALD’S -- Cleveland and Main -- Westerville

7:J0PM MEETING TINME

leags:
Open at this time
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DID YOU KNOW THAT.,.?
by Chick DeMarti

reprinted from L4 99ers
TI-WRITER reminders

For a heading on each page:

HE ctri-Yl shitt "N®, ctri-U (enter
title here}, ctri-y, shift *7°,
ciri-uU

for a nusbered footer:

JPQAANAAAAAAAAABAGEY (the perrent
sign!

And this reainder from Jack Sughrue
of IMPACT-99

How sany of you know you can ase an
“1* with the TAR instruction ta
autoaatically Indent =ach new
paragraph? 1 have used "L" and "R"
tor left and right sargins, but was
unaware of the indent option. [ now
Hses

. on i, Ton G and R on 3B,

This sets the sargins at the width of
the screen, and indents each nes
paragraph. You"ll be able to read
everything ON your screen - no aore
windows, Reaeaber to set your TRB
tormands to whatever con your heading

file,
TI-WRITER COMMENT

Thanks to Jane Laflanse of the Dttawa
i. 5§,

When using TI-WRITER, we’ve all
becoae accustomed to .CO as a

line ot coesent, however,
... the formatter disregards all text

TIPS FOR THE MONTH
by BUB August

from BUG NEWS

Bid you ever get an I1/0 error when
you tried to print something or have the
computer lock up because the printer was
not on? Well, here are several things
You can 4o to sake your progran alsost
toalproof,
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after a (leading) period.
The .CO is pptional!"

(Your nrogramsers could use yaur
distinctive astrisks top label a
romsent line, ig, . 3%3% COMMENTARY
1118 Chick)

A TI-WRITER DOT

[f+ you sust have a dot in coluan ane
of your text, {(translate it. Using
JJ1 try JTL 124:46 (fetn "A® will now
print a dot)

TI-WRITER TiP

Ever want to aake an entire line or
paragraph bold or underlined? Get
tired of dozens of #’s to holdface a
sentence? Here's what to doy Put
the cursor at the beginning of the
sentence, Then go to the Replace
otring (RG) comaand and type in the
tallowing: /7 /&/

shen the prompt (ALL,Yes,No,Stop)
appears, zelect "YES", The @ will be
placed betore gach word, This method
ie 1n lieu of using transiiteration
codes,

I had given up on my FORMATTER
because ny printer would skip a page
or 3/4 of a page fairly frequently,
[t happened and then wouldn’t which
Wwas quite frustrating, I finally
discovered that [ had to turn ay
printer off and on before printing
each file., The FORMATTER does not
reset the printer hefore each +ile.

SLASHED ZERD’S

In TI-uriter a convenient way to

The first is an idea fros Ear] Rauuse
and works good. Add the following to

your prograa:

100 CALL CLEAR

110 DISPLAY AT{12,1):"TURN O
N YOUR PRINTER

120 OPEN ¥1:*PI0*, DUTPUT
130 PRINT #1:CHR$(54)

140 CALL CLEAR

130 DISPLAY AT(14,1):"PRINTE
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print slashed zeros (if your printer
doesn’t already do it) is:

.TL 48:48,8,47

The first 48 (after the colon) prints
a zero, the B back spaces ane
character and the 47 prints a /
{slash) over the zeroc. Bill supgests
adding this .TL comsand to your
heading file,

Thanks Bill Berendts

#ant to type 2 degree sign using
Ti/Writer? This will work on 2 71
Iapact Printer (Epson MX-BO, and a
Star 10X, or 1t could work on yours
alsp). A degree mark isn’t a
standard ASCII character. The only
way is to combine TI-Writer’s
transliterate coamand and the MY-80's
graphic ability...:

TL
91:27,75,7,0,48,72,72,72,48,0,0

This redetines the left bracket to a
degree aark, The first two
characters (27,76} tell the MXBO to
invoke graphics. The next two {7,0)
tell it that there will be 7 graphic
characters. The last seven define
the degree mark, When you want to
print the degree sark siaply insert
tctn [ where you want the degree mark
tc print. This gem comes from Jis

Swedl ow,

[f you have a short text (under &9
Iines) and you don’t want to printer
to continue line feeding simply

insert .PL | at the end 0f your
text, END

e R R 2 e e Rt e P PRttt 2280233332333 323 212¢t22¢833333¢

R IS5 ON*

What this does if your printer is not
turned on the aessage will stay on the
screen until you turn on the printer,
It the printer is on, the message will
tlash on and ot the screen so fast that
yoy don’t see it. Type it in and try it.
One thing, it won’t work with "RS232"

END
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CONSOLE DEBUBGINE HELP
by John buion / Dallas TI
Hose Computer Group via

Hocus 99 Newsletter
Part 2 of ?

3] JOYSTICK PORT ERRORS

9.1 Beneral information

The TI-99/4A supports two eight-point
joystick controllers, each with a single
$1re button control. Both units share 2

rosmon port using a %-pin DBY aale
connector on the side of the console.

With the exception of a single driving
line to each joystick, all five contral
lines from each joystick {UP, DOWN,
LEFT, RIBHT, and FIRE) are connected to-
gether  at  the plug. Interference
between signais 15 avoided by the use
of diodes on each control line in each
joystick unit, Adaptors for using other
brand joysticks (i,e, Atari) alter the
pin assignment configuration as well as
supply the dipdes in the adaptor unit
as they are not normally used in other
joysticks.

It is suggested that a joystick with =
suspetted problea be tested with another
console as well as testing the consple
with a2 different ;oystick (if available)
singe joystick port problems aay be
either the +fault ot the consale or of
the joysticks. Joystick errors that are
accompani ed by keyboard serrors are

usually the fault of the consele umt
itself and not the ;oysticks.

¥hen checking the joystick signal and
driver lines for continuity, check the
circuit the switch the test leads used
and test again, Since diodes are used,
existing continuity may fail to appear
unless polarity is reversed on the test-
ing device.

5.2 Possible probless and solutions

A. It one position on a single joystick
tails {as opposed to the same position
on  iwo siaultanecusly connected units),
it is amost likely a mechanical probles
related to that unit, Disasseable the
joystick and test for continuity across
the contact pointe on the position in
question, The circuit should be complet-
ed when the ;oystick is soved towards
that position. Alsoc check for continuity
trom gach of the lines from the joystick
to the alug., T1f continuity enists,

Py o i g F

replace the diode connected tc the
control line affected by the probles po-
sition and test again.

B. It the joystick will not operate the
UP position, check the ALPHA LOCK key
to aadke sure it 1s not depressed, Qince
the ALPHA KEY may be sticking, go to TI
BASIC and sake sure that lower case can
be entered as well as upper case when
the ALPHA KEY is depressed. [f not, con-
sult the section on keyboard repair. If

the console has been andified with the

addition of a diocde to allow use of the
UP position on the joysticks, when the

ALPHA LOCK is depreseed, remove this
diode and replace it with a piece of
wire. In aany consoles, the diode intro-
duces a timing probles that will prevent
proper fumction of the joystick and/or
the  ALPHR LOCK key. This commonly
appears as an ALPHA LOCK malfunction
after the console has been in use for a
few ainutes, ‘

C. If one pogition fails on both joy-
sticks and the ALPHA LOCK function has
been tested, check for continuity froa
each joystick control iine to the plug.
I+ continuity exists, check each key on
the keyboard for proper function since
all five control lines are froa the ;oy-
sticks are connected directly to the
keybpard control lines. If keyboard
failure also occurs, replace the 74LS5154
in the consple and test again. If the
problems  still exist, replace the
TMS9901 and test again,

D. If ane joystick unit fails entirely,
but the other unit ({(or the sase unit
plugged into the other pprt of an
adaptor}, check for continuity from the
driver line to the joystick (pin 2 or
pin 7 on the plug, depending on which
joystick 1is in question), If continuity
erists, check {or replace) the driver
transistor conpected to that control
line in the console located near the
joystick port connector, Also check the
appropriate drive line for a short to
ground which would indicate a faulty
capacitor or transistor bhetween the
driver line and ground, If errors still
exist, replace the 74L5156 in the con-
sole and test again.

E. If both joysticks fail entirely,

check each joystick with the above
apthad. 1+ oprobles 15 still not found,

e G B s Sammk =R

replace the. THE990! in the console and
test again.

&) VIDED CUTPUT PROBLENS
5.1 Beneral information

The TI-99/4A conscle uses a five-pin DIN
plug at the back of the unit to supply
a composite or a video output for use
with either a coamposite wmonitor or a
videp sodulator used in conjunction with
a television set, The cosposite vides
signal 1is created by the TMS9918BA chip
and asplitied by an external circuit lo-
tated within the Console. When disgnos-
ing videc autput problems, first elimin-
ate software as a possible problem, 14
pne particular prograe tauses probleas,
it is probably not the +fault of the
system  and no hardware repair is
possibla,

Since either the monitor or Television
used nmay Cause many problems, conpect
the console 1n question Yo a known good
sonitor or 1V, Alsg, connect a differ-
ent console to to the existing acnitor
or TV, This will easily detersine
whether it is the coasputer or somitoring
device which is at fault. Only cosmputer
and vigeg aodulator prebleas are
discussed here,

6.2 Possible probless and solutions

It using a video sodulator, testing the
console with 2 known good cosposite
monitor will easily determine 1i1f the
aodulater is at fault., If a sonitor is
not available, siaply recheck all con-
nections +from the console an the mod-
ulator unit. Due to the low cost,
availability, and difficulty of repair-
ing videp sodulators, probiess with the
sodul ator are best solved by replace-
ment, The exception is that occasionally
the two leads extending froa the aod-
ulator to the television will have
broken connections. Siaply shartening
or replacing these leads may fix a
variety at outpuet orobless that acour
with this unit,

B. If the consple has no video output
with either a aonitor or video aod-
ulator, then either the DIN plug recep-
tacle, the console’s amplifier circuit,
the TMS9918A VDP chip, or a THG9918R su-
nport component has failed. Each case
assumes that the camsela is funchtioning

NEXT PAGE



and had not locked up. This say be de-
termined by listening for the “*beep*

that accompanies power up or "blind typ-
ing" operations that wauld activate ger-
ipherals such as disk drives. If no
evidence can be found that the cosputer
15 operating with the exception of
video output, consult the section con-
cerning power up problems, To locate
the +faulty coaponent, +¢irst test the
sonitor  cable or  sodulator ftor
continuity of signals lines to the DIN
connector. If continuity exists, use
either test leads or a soldered wire to
connect pin 36 of the TMS9918A to pin 4
gf the DIN receptacle (CAUTION: Be sure
toc connect the proper pins since volt-
ages on rtertain pins of the DIN recept-
acle can damage the TMS9718A). Remeaber
to reaove this ;umper after testing.
This procedure bypasses the external
amplifier completely. A proper video
igage should appear if the amplifier
circuit 1s defective, but the isage will
appear diamer than norsal. If the video
output appears to function, any cospon-
ent in the aeplifier circuit aay be
taulty. Unless an gbviously faulty comp-
onent can be located, replace the two
transistors {8200 and 8201) first as
they are most likely to fail. If no
video 1mage has appeared, check pin 40
of the TMS991BRA for a pulsed logic
signal {this should be 10,73863 NHz)
fros the video .pscillator circuit. 1f
this signal is aissing, ftirst check
gther components in this circuit for
damage then replace the crystal located
next to the TME991BR., I+ this signal
exists, check pins 13, 14, and 13 on the
TH39%184. It signals exist hers,
replace the TMS991BA. If the signals are
aiss5ing, trace these to their points ot
erigin to find the break in the signal
path.

C. If the video image is distorted,
first check the coaputer with another
aonitor since this is usually the fault
of the acnitor or modulator/TV cosbinat-
ioh. It the tause is detereined to be
the console, bypass the sriernal
amplitier in the sethod described above.
If the only effect is dimming of the
1mage, resove the ;usper and continue.
If the distortion is corrected and a2 dia
1a3qe appears, the fault is in the amp-
litier circuit. If not, remove the
jusrper and adjust the tuming coil near
the TMS?9IBA VDP chip. If the problea
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still 15 not c¢orrected, replace the

THS991BA and test again.

0. It a consoie oniy putputs senochrose
{black and white) video, adjust the
tuning coil located near the TMSY918A.
It coler does not appear anywhere within
the +ull range of adijustment, replace
the 10,73865 MH: crystal located next
to it. It this has no effect, replace
the TNS9918A VDP chip and test again.

E. 14 the title streen appears ";usbled”
on power up and shows unwanted or oddly
shiaped characters, but not at other
times, console BROM O (CD2I55) may be
taulty. This say also be accompanied by
errors in using aodule software. Replace
GROM { and test again. If thiz has no
ettect or i% screen display is disturbed
with unwanted or ieproper characters
when running asseably programs, a 41}
RAM chip in the console say be faulty.
Faulty RAM is usually accompanisd by an
1nability to run programs 1n copsole
BASIC, There are eight identical RAM
chips in the console, and any one may
cause the described syatoms [(these
chips, located in a row below the
THE9918A, may have a different nusher
than 4114, such as 8214, but are still
coepatible}. One ot the easiest ways to
find a faulty RAM is to acouire an extra
4116 dynamic RAM chip. Bend the legs to-
gether slightly so that it aay be
"siggy/backed" on top of an installed
4116 RAM (it may need to be held in
place by hand}, Put the chip on top of
each 4116 chip in turn until come effect
on the screen is noticed (be sure that
all pins are touching the lower chip ar
this aethod will not work). Test all the
4115 RAMs in the console. [f one chip
shows ta have some effect on the
display, check it repeatedly to ensure
that the 4114 chip used for testing is
aaking a good contact.. If the effect
is repeatable, replace that RAM. Also
test any remaining chips since sultiple
RAMe may be fauity. If no effect can he
found when testing the RAMs in this
sanner, replace the TMS9T1BA and test
again.

7) SOUND PROBLEMS

7.1 General information

The Ti-99/48 uses the TMS991% sound
processor to produce one npise and up
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to three tone outputs for use by the
sonitor or television’'s aeplifier and
speaker. This chip also has the ability
tc accept an external sound signal
input that say be joined with its
output, as in the case of the TI Speech
Snythesizer. Dutput level +frea the
sound  chip i=  prograsmable, but this
gignal wust still be amplified in order
to drive a speaker.

Three versions of the spund processor
chip were used in the TI-99/4A4, each
being nusbered differently. The earlier
consoles used chips nusbered SN74489,
The later chips were nusbered either
SN756494 or GSN94524. The earlier chips
required a 3.08 MMz clock signal derived
from the TMS5918A VDP chip and supplied
te the sound processor through a piece
gf hand-wireg coaxial cable. In later
unite, the sound chips were revised to
use the sape 447,44) iHz clock as the
GROM chips and no coaxial cable was
used. The different clocks are not
interchangeable,

Egsentially, four problems may exist
that cgncern the sound processor:
console lock up due to chip failure {see
section on power up probless!, lgproper
sound  freguency, lack of spund ouipul,
and inability to accept sound 1input
tros another device,

7.2 Possible probleas and solutions,

A. I+ the sound chip produces tone
frequencies excessively higher or lower
than normal, first check the chip numsber
to see i the power Chip has been in-
stalled for the clock wiring on the
board. A board wired for the later clock
should have continuity between pin 14
of the sound processar and pin 37 of the
TMS291BA VDP chip., & board wired for an
garlier clock will have continuilty
between pin 1[4 of the sound processor
and pin 38 of the TMS99{BA VDP chip. If
this type ot sound probles has develop-
ed after a period of proper operation,
this check is not pecessary since the
chip could not have properly operated
with incorrect wiring, 1§ proper wiring
exists, check pin 14 for the appropriate
clock signal freguency. If the clock
signal is aissing, check the clock out-
put pin of the TMS991BA VDF chip cores-
sponding to the proper clock frequency.
If missing, replace the THS9918A chip.
I the signal exists at the TMS9918A,
inspect wiring hetween the sound proces-

NEXT PRGE
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sor and the TMS99184. If the spund

processor daes have the proper clock on

pin 14, replace the sound processor and
test again.

B. It no sound output from the systes
exists, check the sound processor using
the wethod described ahove. Check pin 4
(€8} and pin 3 [-WE) of the sound
processar  wWith & logic probe for
activity during - a CALL SOUND command
from BASIC. Also check or replace the
100 sicrofarad capacitor between pin 7

of the sound processar and.pin J of the
five-pin DIN output port on back of the
consnle. I1f no sound exists, replace the
sound processor and test again.

C. If the sound processor will output
proper sounds to the sonitor but will
not accept sound input from another de-
vice {usually the Speech Synthesizer},
check for 330 chm resistance between pin
9 of the sound processor and pin 34 of
the 1/0 port on the side of the console,
If this circuit 18 open, replace the re-

sistor between these two points. If this
has no effect, check for a short o
ground froe pin 4 of the cassette inter-
face port. If this is shorted, replace
the .001 wmicrofarad capacitor between
this line and ground. Also inspect tran-
sistor 8400 (conpected through tuo
resistors to pin 4 of the cassetts
port) as well as the capacitor across
it for shorting. Replace if necessary.

END
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T.1. COMPUTER CLUB
CELEBRATES ANNIVERSARY - .

(from Coclusbus Cosputer Society
newsletter Nov 1992, Article written by ECS Pres. Eagan L.
Foster!)

Last amonth, John Parkins, one of our aeabers, invited sme o
attend the OQctober meeting of the Central Ohig Ninety Niners
{CONNI) user group, The aeeting was held on Saturday sorning the
17th at the Martin Janis Center. The occasion of the invitation
was the tenth anniversary of their club. The meeting featured,
ac always, demonstrations . of software and hardware setups by
varigus aeshers of the groun. One systea desonstrated an inter-
face with a Hewlett Packard LaserJet Plus. Another was using MIDI
with 3 keyboard device {a piano/organ type of keyboard) for

'SP SEECE SIS S CES PSS SISO LIS ES TS EFS ISP ESFES RS EFES SRS GRS R E PP P

LET THERE BE PEACE
{Thank you Sister Pat)

What
BT eSENCE

conflict or & precence of cals..
is aore than that!

ic peace? Do we define it in terms of an absence or
in our tives? For @any it is an absence ot hostility or
Surely, the Chrictsaz aessage

In 3 world where diviciveness plays a major role, perhaps a
real Christmas aessage should emphazise the need to wark tpward
a peace within, that is larger tham all the fragmentation we have
gxperienced and the labels we have used. Social and political
agvemrents that have tried to redress wrongs have, unfortunately,
often fallen victim to their own righteousness and become
oppressors frosm a different point of view. The hope that balance
will emerge becomes sore fragile as lpng as the fanaticise of the
parts seems unWilling to invest tipe and energy toward healing
the whole. |

Blame and guilt, np matter how apportioned, will never bring
personal peace. At sose point we have to be willing to forgive
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generating music, A third systes was set up with a wide selection
of games wmith several people playing.

While asany of us are constaptly trying te use or at least keep
abresst of the lastest advances in PC computing, groups like
CONNI show that for some tasks, sieple 1s best. The level of inn-
ovation- in prograsming and systea design to accoamplish the in-
tricate projects that these cosputers are capable segew alaost
like magit, when vyou compare their resources to that needed
(100MB  hard drives and &MB RAM memory) to do the most elementary
things in Mindows 3.1 or 08/2.2. There was & cpirited meeting
4ith asbout 2T people in attendance. »s part of the annivercary
celebration, there was a cake cut and served o those in

iattendance.
END

ourselves and others tor being huesan an go on from there. Labeis
arg threatening because they represent the power behind a apove-

agnt, When we no longer feel a need to see and speak to people
in teras of labels: women's or men’s rights, liberal or conserv-
ative,  employer or esployee, heterpsexual or hososexual,
religious or atheist, Democrat or Republican etc. and see thes
as merely humans, perhaps then we can achieve peace within and
really hear whatever needs to be said in a genuine listening and
caring stance.

When we work toward wholeness within and aliow the pessage of
peace to flow through us, then we can affect the divisiveness
and fragmentation without. Then and anly then will Christ’s sess-
age be free to change the world!

May you and all ypu hold dear have a happy Christmas and
enjoy a deep and ianer peace!

END

PEACE
én
¢ARTH
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TI NENS AND VIEWS - Decesber 1992

by Jia Peterson

Mike Wright’s “The Lyc" is now avail-
able. It is an encyciopedia of knowledge
reqarding the TI-99/4Q and its access-
ories,

The alphabetical list of amaterial has
been drawn from the TI-99/3A Software
Directory, 99/4 International Users
broup catalag, 9%9°er Magazine, Texas

Instrusents Homse Cosputer News, Computer
shopper, Enthusiast 99 Nagazine, and

varipus other sources. Mike thinks this
is about 40% cosplete, and plans to add
aaterial  from the ©Seart prograaser,
MICROpendius, Mini Mag 99, Ryte Data
Newsletter, and User Group publications.

In cother words, it consists of sater-
ial from sources that went cut of exist-
ence several years ago. Since it does
not yet include MICROpendium, or the
vast amount of material published in
user group newslistiers during the past
¢ years, | dpubt that it is even 102
coaplete,

The appendices consist of indexes to
some of the above (including MICRO-
pendiug up to Vol. 2 No. B}, etc. and
apparently list only a small fractiom
of the software that has been written
for the TI,

The CLyc reguires an 1BM PC or compat-
ible capable of running WordPerfect 3.1
tor D05 or Windows. It is available fros
CaDD Electronics, 81 Prescott Road, Ray-
sond NH 03077, +for $20 including StH,
pn your choice of 5,25 J&0k, 5.25 1.2Mh,
Jea" 720K or 3.5" l.44Mb diskettes. The
price  includes one upgrade as asore
saterial is added.

Stage 0 of PC99 is now available from
the same csource for $49, or for $40 to
the 130 people who responded to the
MICRDpendium article, Stages 1 through
4 will each be the sase price, if they
are ever developed.

PCY9 is software which allows TI-99/4R
prograas to be run on an IBM PC, Stage
¢ doesn’t do auch, and does that toa
slowly to be practical. The develgpers
arg saking no proaises that any further

stages will be coapleted; they want {000

TI’ers to show an interest in buying it,
and so far have only 130. They also
adait that it will only run TI prograas
on the PL slower than they run on the
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TI, until a new faster generation of PCs
becomes available,

Although PC99 uses software rather
than hardware to esulate the TI-99/44A,
it will require the Soundblaster card
to esulate the TI's speech and music,
and will presusably reguire zome specia-
lized  hardware t0 emulate the TI's
sprites, if that is ever accosplished.

Seeas to ase that Tl programs with
28-column or 40-column text are going
to look strange on a PC’s B0-column
screen, unless there is a way for a pro-
grasser tp go in and sodify thes.

Wouldn’t it be sore practical to write
sptivare that could transiate 71 YBasitc
prograss into PC fQuick Basic? Or even
translate TI wmachine language prograss
into PC maghine language?

An encyclopedia of TI inforsation,
that requires a PC running WordPerfect;
and software to run T prograas on 23 PC
- is this really the beginming of the
end?

in the apantise, Bud Mills 1s selling
his new SCSI ("Scuzzy®) hard and floppy
disk controller card, although the DSR
needed to use it has not been finished.
And Asgard Software is selling their new
Mesory Card, which supports from 128K
to 512X of RAM when running prograas

designed to make use of the card, if any

such are ever written. And Barry Boone
has coapleted the buyout of MSDOS, so
beneye owners may finally have an oper-
ating syster f{for their cosputer-on-a-
-card in an out-of-production P-box, if
a prograamer can be found to finish it.

All of which has caused ae to decide
to give the TI world an opportunity to
invest in ay Mongolian gold aining ven-
ture. I haven’t actually bought the aine
yet, but I »ill as soon as | get a thou-
sand investors. After that, we will
start digging for ogold as sosn as the
aining equipment is designed and huilt.
I want to bhe totally honest, however,
so I warn you that I aay drop the pro-
ject at any asosent and leave you high
and dry. In the seantime, don’t expect
me to answer ghone calls or letters or
keep you posted on the status of your
investaent,

Now, what devoted TI’er could resist
an offer like that”

tary Bowser of OPA has released an
apen letter to the TI world to refute
rumgrs that OPA has never made any of
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the products they offer, have never
shipped anything by mail, etc. Actually,
the only rusor I had heard was that OPA
wag apparently out of business because
they never answered sail or phone calls.

bary sakes the point that the TI world
12 suth 2 close-knit community that
having one dissatisfied customer reduces
the tptal amount of orders, and that he
needs a steady and increasing amount of
grgers 1n order to support hisself and
support {future development. That is all
very true - but the rumers wouid never
have started, and the customers would
never have been dissatistied, if he
would just spend a tew pennies and 3 few
ainutes aof his Ltise D answer svery
inguiry prosptly, io notify customers
af any delays and offer retunds if they
are unwilling to waii., And he aight get
soae orders if he would take cut some
ads in MICROpendium to let the TI world
know what he has to offer. Messages pos-
ted on GENIE are not an etfective sethod
ot advertising, and not an acceptable
kethod of replying to custoasrs.

While on that subject, TI’ers are
guick tn coaplain about poor service
fros vendors, but have you ayer heard
pne praise a vendor for good service?
Bruce Harrison ot Harrison Spftware will
spend hours and hours making his soft-
ware cpspatible with a customer’s sys-
tes, but you’ll never know about it
unless vyou are that custoaer. dJerry
Price has sometiaes been accused of poor
business ethics, but have you sver heard
3 complaint about the speed and guality
of Tex-Comp’s service, in all their
years of doing husiness? There are other
long-establicshed vendors whoa no one
gever cCosplains ahout, and no one ever
praises, 1f I may blow sy own horn just
a hit, in the past 9 years 997 of Tiger-
cub orders have been shipped the day
they were received or the next sailing
day, and cosplaints have been handled
just as proaptly

But... time to get off the spapbox.
to look strange on a PC’s BO-column
screen, uniess there is 3 way for 2 jra-
grammer to 90 in and acdify thes,

Wouldn’t it be sore practical to write
software that could translate TI XBasic
prograss into PC (Quick Basic? Or even
translate TI weachine language programs

tnto PC aachine language?
END

PAGE %



USING TIPS Yi.,7

by Deanna Sheridan Northcoast 9%9arc
Cleveland, Ohic

[Ed. note--A later version of Tips, v1.O
has heen reieased since thiz article was
written. However, 1.7 1t an extresely
good version. It can be f{found on
C.O.N.N.IL D.O.H. #44 Octeber 1990,

I have bGeen plaving with the TIPS V1.7
this Keek, egpecially with the
card-making mode. The more you work with
this progras, the aore you will start
to like 1%, especially it you have a
color kit for vour printer. [Ed. note:
werks fine without, or buy a colored
ribbon--red, green, blue, etc. for your
reqular printer],

[ talked with Ron Wolcctt this week (he
will be in Chicago at the Faire), and
he stated he is still working on some
improvesents. One, he iz trying to aake
the MENWU more user-friendly, and also
would like to develop a way to use his
graphics withn TI-Writer.. He 15 also
WOrking on 3 way to store your creations
for aultipie or subeequent printing. In
the aeantime, resesber that vou can
print theam to disk and then print thes
out with the XBASIL pregram we gave vou
a +tew months zgo. |

Since ! would use TIPS fer printing
greeting cards, or mailing labele (the
aalling label functign can also be used
to make a nice letterhead), [ will guide
you through the steps for creating a
card., -

Atter lpading, the +4irst line is more
or lees an instruction of what you will
be doing. Just press (ENTER: here,

On the next set of options, choose FONT.
You can choose from § to 9. When the
font loads, it will print the characters
available, whether all UFPER, or UPPER
and LOKER, and  what others are
available, such as nuabers and syshols.

At the next prompt, IMAGE and you will
be asked on which drive it is located.
This 1s a nice addition in that your
images no longer have tg be in Drive i,
They can be on a RAMDISK and up to disk
. You will be asked 4o choose 3 2-thar
prefly for the igage file you want to
accpss,

Next «choose PRDOCESS, You will be asked
for the :mage name. It helps to have
previgusly printed vyour #4ile with the
TIPS YIEW feature so that you won't have
to guaes which image you want. You can
always view the i1sanes one at a time on
the screes until vyou fing the one vou
like, but I would strongly suggest that
you work fros a pre-printed pape.
Thisz would be a good time to access the
new feature {CTRL #>. We want the option
aenu, and would hit <CYRL 0>. [f
necessary, you could select separate
drives  for vyour FONTS, VEREE, and
INSTANCEE. But the {feature vou really
want at this tiase is DARKNEES, You can
set the printer ot aoverstrike from ! tpo
4 ‘tipes. I+ vyou are using 3 celor
nrinter, vyou can s3lsp set your colors
at thie time, TIPS has a nitty feature
ralled ALTCOLOR. You cam choose "one’
colpr here for your printing, or several
colors, I+ you wanted to use all the
colors  availabie with your printer, vou
would choose 2123456, Thus, each
syccessive printing  function will be
printed in a different color. You could
uge just 2 coclors by tvping 121212 and
each printing function would alternately
he printed in red and biue.

Thus when oprinting the IX4 graphics,
1f you pausg hetween rows, pne row w#oulgd
he red and the next blue, the next red,
the next blue, etc. This gives your
imagination a workout because thers are
aany possible combinations.

To  duplicate  the «card displayed
elsewhere in this issue, you would then
cthopee  MESSAGE and type T"GREETINGE®

(which prints out ismediately).

Since you have already chosen your
graphic, choose 3¥4. If you want to use
more than one graphic, choose PAUSE at
this tiae, The first row will print and
you tan hit (DTRL D% again v thuose
another image, or colar 1f you have a
color optien. RETURN and the process
will repeat wuptil 2l +our rows have
printed.

after
chogse MSG6 and ‘type
4111 i1esediately print,

printing the 3X4 rows, again
"SEASON'S" which

Next «chopse INSIDE. You have a couple
of choices here, You c€an print a verse
you fave previpusly saved in TI Writer
toreat an the left cide while the image
prints on the right side., This can be
the image printed on the front, or a
different cne, or the Z34 feature.

! prefer to just have a greeting of my
own chopsing,

Thus, I chose "MS5G°. In order for 1t not
to start at the very fop ot the page, |
;ust hit  the space bar and CENTERR, I
repeated ‘this a second iime, and the
third tize, [ typed the +irst line, stc.

an down.

I vyou want *o “sigr’ the carg, at this
reint, you can choose <LTRL 00 to et &
new font for the signature.

You have just crealed & very nice
gresting card, especlially 14 you have 3
color printer.

[ aa sure there are many tips and tricks
which one can pick up the more they use
this progras, With 3 iittle patience and
practice, this can becoase one 0f your
tavorite graphic printing programs!t!
END

See pg. 13 for card display.
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"THE PROFER TIME FOR DIVORCE IS DURING THE COURTSHIFE®
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LOST DATA
by ¥.Leonard Tabhs

Southwest Ninety-Niners

Nothing shakes up anybody aspore than
having a prograa crash resulting in what
a3y fave been hours of work being lost.
The constant lessen is, 0f course, to
SAVE and GSAVE often'! One hears of the
harror stories of oower outiages or in-
terruptions that cend aighty aulti-Megas
hiting the dust. Even a home coaputer
operator can be auch chagrined. My own
example was that I was entering titles
as | searched through the voluse. I
didn’t count the pages hut it wae I
hours work 0 come up with &5 data en-
fries. 43 entries is not a great amount
but the searching for thea took 3 hours.
At the end of the 3 hours [ was finish-
ed and chose the SAVE option to get the
bS entriec on disk, What 1 did not know
was that the disk I happened to select
tt cave the data to, had a bad direc-
tory. S0, of course the program crashed.
(I veritied that the cosputer had re-
ceived a3 valid FILENAME +or saving
purposes, so this tgld me sosething had
to be wrong with the DBiskl. 1 was
gad--real, like, The bad disk had been
good up until
et fact 1t had very little aon it. No
telling as to what aade it gqo bhad). %o,
now what to do? In my fury [ restrained
gyselt from smashing the QUIT key. Keep
caim, I czid., MWhat can be done--IF
ANYTHING!-~tp retrieve the information?

The nrogram that [ was using was a pro-
graa In which vypu enter as many items
85 you wish f{a min} database progras)
which will sort these i1tems or print
thea out sortsd, ar unsorted, etr., as
you wish, This prograg sisply set up an
~array to accept the input iteas. So,
when [ cocled down a bit, 1 thoupht:
THAT INFORMATION IS STILL IN MEMDRY IM
THE LOMPUTER! (as long as I didn’t turn
it off!), How to  access this
intormation? 1@ tried typing "CON“ (to
tontipue) but with Ythis prograa, ance
1t craches, the computer only responds:
"“CAN’Y CONTINUE", (For wvyears I have
thought that when you get this response,
the gqanme
all that work over again). Well, I was
still aad enough that 1 wasn’t zbout io
repeat that J hour ordeal if there was
any other way out of it.

SET@mTT M O

this point--as a satier

ig all aver: you’d have to do

S0 I SAID TO MYSELF: BEFORE I RE-RUN THE
PROGRAM {or before I turn the cosputer

OFF 1+ putting it off until later) PUT
YOUR THINKING CAPF ON. 1% the data is
gstored in ap array, then even if the
prograg  crashed, the inforaation sust
he =till stored in that array! I happen-
ed to know I had entered 65 items. And
I knew my array was represented by the
STRING J%. 50 in command apde iprograa
is =still 1in crashed state--I did NOT
EDIT it in anyway but sigply left it the
way it was) I typed:

PRINT J¢{1)
Lo and behpld, ay first entry still WAS
in the coaputer, 1 typed:

PRINT J$(43)
and sure enough my last entry appeared!
Just to hp certain it was ALL THERE, I
typed: (Thie is all on one line, command
acoe with no line #'}:

FOR A=f TD 63 :: PRINT J%(A)

12 NEXT 1 -
Pressing ENTER caused thic coamand to
"BUN"., There-beautiful as ever was ay
liet of 65 entries -proving of course
that the DATA enfries were STILL IN THE
COMPUTER! Maybe all was not vet lost, I
thought a bit aore. If only I could
re-run the progrza, everything would be
all right, but HC WAY! When vyou re-run
a program, the coamputer clears all
variables (arrays) and in effect,
RESETS. This choice nmeans the DATA is
1ost for good,

I thought, what next? [ could have
chosen to send this DATA to a Printer:
Tha cossand line could theo have Deen:
(5till all on one line and no progras
lina#!}:
OPEN #1:"PI0® :: FDR A=t TO
Ao 1 PRINT B1:J%(A) :: NEXT

I No need to add "CLOGE #1IF
unless you want to print the iist more
than once. In ay case, [ was working
with a computer with no printer hooked
up to {t. Being too hot to want to both-
gr with aoving a printer, I pondered
what elsg I aight do. I could have
chosen to copy the entries in long-hand
and then re-enter them; I had salvaged
the I hours work and this would only
take a few minutes o re-enter thea.
COPY THEM IN LONGHAND’ I said that was
THE PITS if there was any other choice.
1 kept coaing back, in @y sind, that
the DATA WAS STILL IN THE COMPUTER!! As
long as I did not amess around with any
program lines [/Editing a Progras Line

« i . sl

aborts the prograa...) I still had the
inforsation s5afe and sound. What else
could 1 do?. And then I remesbered that
this was a chance to try sosething new!
(How does the saying go...a pessisist
throws in the towel in time of disaster
whereas the optimist sees a challenge—A
CHANCE TO TRY SOMETHING NEW?')

1 reseabered ay previgus FEEDFORTH ar-
tirle some time ago when [ was writing
about how easy it was to enter simple
seaps and save thes as a DV/BO file.
Well the sini database | wag using saved
the entered data as an IF/192 file. BUT
THAT WAS WHEN THE DATABASE PROGRAM WAS
PROCESSING [75 OWN DATA. As the progras
had crashed, this was no longer pertin-
ent, FURTHERMORE., 1IF 1 COULD read that
data in coaeand sode [{ag referred to
above)} then these DATA items aight be
perfectly available to save as DV/80
meEns’ 5o, now with excitesent fuilding
as [ anticipated avoiding another J
hours work or tiring my wrist put copy-
ing in longhand, I entered the follow-
ing: (No line 8'};

(PEN °"DEK!L, SAVELIST®, QUTPUT

DISPLAY. VARIABLE 80 :: FOR A

=1 70 45 :: PRINT #1:J¢(A) :

: NEXT &
You will notice [ did not add 2 file
closing statement here. THIS MUST BE
DONE® when the Disk Drive is through
caving., The reassn [ did not include
CLOSE  #1 as part of the multiple state-
aent was only due to my prior experisnce
(far whatever reason [ do not

understandl +that [ had hetter fuck 16 1
waited and closed the #ile separately
after it had been 'saved. BUT DBON'T

FOREET!!! --if vyou do not close that
tile, you will have saved nothing and
instead of a DV/BO file description, you
will see a BIS/FIY 1 {3 super-strewsp
worthless file}. 5o after my Dick Drive
had GSAVed the data and the red light

went out, [ entered (Coanand Mode/No
ling #!'}:y CLOSE #{. On went the red
light, the Disk Drive started up and |

knew Ihat the +$lle was being properiy
closed (and hence saved). When I checked
the disk catalog: THERE WAS MY FILE
*SAVELIST" as pretty as ever with a
beautiful DV¥/B0 file description, wWith
all &3 data items cosfortably aboard.

So this was another cne of these days
that turned put so nicely when it looked
logked 1t was going to be sheer drudg-

Please see LOBST page 12



~ABOUUT THE DOM . -

by Dick Beery

Well, it is the December issue and we
are only up to the September 0,0.M.
Sorry I couldn’t get an article ready
for the MNovesber issye. Will try to
catch us up in the February issue.
(danuary is anly the index. resesber?)

I’m excited about the Sept,1992 disk!
It has good  variety and some
extraordinarily good programssing.

SIDE A&:

You will first encounter LATIN2*, Unpack
it to a 558D disk and load it, using
Extended Basic, It has =iy nusic
selections by Harold Tiamons, all good.
For "Babaly", play throuch vour sterep
system to tully appreciate the druss!
Latin rhythas galore, Try it. If the
LUAD progras doesn’t run a couple of the
programs, try runping them from Extended
Basic: RUN °"DSK!.filenaps”.

Next is a superlative effort from Don
shorock, who Joves io =2gucate and
entertain at the same tise. & couple of

things w®ar the effort, but ciret listen
to the good stuff: the prograa uses
pop-up menus, sigiiar to the pulldown
menus you may bte famiiiar with from
another computer, Four rategories: aath,
geography, tiddle, and  singalong
programes, Select by letter. You get a
subseny. Choose in the same manner.
Ypu're gonna love what happens svery
time vyou qget a right answer, (Watch
where it lands each time?) The !1 files
i the archive take up 2337 sectors when
uparchived, The various prograss are
educationally sound and interesting. AND
you can !earn sose things! If you goof,
you will be shown the correct answer and
told to reeember it., 1'1l bat the ones
you flss are recycled so you can try
thea again.

LOST from pg, 1t

Bry.
had never read anywhere aor had anyone
aver 1ell pe--that there was a way that
you could salvage data in & crashed data
entry program. Now | do not know that
this applies to ALt data base programs-—-
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I had learned something new that I

Now for the down side: when vou load the

set +trom XB, an interesting trailer
aDves across the screen about fairware,
which these programs are, Answer the
questione and you get intp the progras.
So far, so good, right? Bad side: avery
tise you lipag the disk
through thig, wunless you lie and say
'Yeg® {I’ve already sent the soney),
Another unfortunate circuestance is the
hlack lettering 1n guestions and
answers. But in spite of these caall
failings these are really good prograss
that do what they say they do. One
caution: vyou will get an I/D error in
trying to move back to the menu frowe a
progras UNLEES you have naaed vour disk
MISCEDUCOS., Do that, and you should he

1n good shape.

NETWORTH* follows, 2 files unpacking to
50 sectors. Allows you to keep track of
your assets and liabilities, thereby
helping to determine vour °nes worth”,

whith 1s basically just your liabilities

subtracted from your assets. Has up to
ou asset categories and G0 liability
categories, Cpmeand line is at the
bottom of the sgreen for easy aLCess.
You need cne drive, 1B, 32k. If you want
a printout,
arinter ar squivalent,

Appears to be

very worthwhile. Bhy don’t vou gqive it
a try?

Now we come o PRACE--an XB car race
nrograg like 1n the arcades. Not

archived., |
how to work it
interesting, RUN

haven't oguite figured out
yet, but

runs it.
The  last +ile on Bide A is the
READ--THIS, which you print out using

funnelweb or TI-Writer or eguivalent.
RemeaBier that if vyou grint
condensed you Can, by a bit of cutting
and taping,

page.

-aost of the major DATABASE programs
have their own protection against a bad
disk. (Which resinded me: 211 I needed

in order to prevent this same error fros
occurring again with the mini database
I was using, is simply to add an *ON

DEC. 1992

you  must oo

it lonks
*DSK!.RACE" lpads and

in elite

get this whole fiie on one

SIDE B:
There are J +iles of CLartoons in
TI-Artist instance foraat--gqreat for a

The files are archived.
¥hen unarchived, size is 288, 294 and
294, ALY 5 will) go on 2 DSDD disk, only
two on a D850, You’ll like these.

lot of used.

Next are {1 files (archived! froa
Compute smagazine, back when it had
type-in programs for the T.!. These are
ready tp run. Total unpacked size is 210
cectors. Boes on a 555D dick, Containg
a sprite demo, anpther sprite deag that
SnoWws NOW I lntegrate csprites Into
another prCOras, 3 gase <Called
DIAMONDDROP  that 1s harder than it
l ooks, : sprite +ti1les apd 3 qood
worg-guessing gase. Unarc it to a clean
disk and use RUN "DSK1.5P/EDITOR® to
1oad and run it. Enjoy’

Last, another unarchived file: &OV/BRS,
[n py/8¢  format, it oprints oput
{(TI-Writer, etc,! a list of gavernsent
EBS’c that you can use vour sodes to
call for collecting intormation.
Includes the World Bank, cuport-laport
bank, Departaent of Horld Cosmerce,
bepartment of Defense, NASA and others,
Haven’t used vyour asndea aquch? Dust it
oft and give it another try, Laution:
sppe of these may Le habit-forming and
apst are long distance, 30 w#hy not
practice tirst oo our club board
(614} 2563-3412, or Bud Wright’s TIABG
t6141851-0708, From these latter two you
can download files, leave messages g
your friends, get and answer mail, read
informative text {iles, etr, (Hope vou
dida’t aind ay getting carried away
herg--it’s ;ust that I en;oy modeming
¢ auch I want you to find out what you
are missing!)
END

tttt#t!t!ttttttttt*ttlt!ttttttttltltttttttlttttttt!tt!tttttt#tltlt*ttttl!lttttlt

ERROR" statement in the right place to
prevent thic type of crash from happen-
1ng again). END
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CHRISTMAS EVE fros the Tacoaa Inforeer - abput 1988

Twas the night before the TI-FAIRE and all through the house,
Unly the COMPUTER was stirring, run by its own little WOUSE,
The HARD-DRIVE waz hung in the PE-BOX with care,
In hopes that sompe SOFTWARE soon would be there.

The SPRITES were nestled all snug in their GROMS,
#hile cute LOBD TURTLEES danced in their E-PRONMS
Amd mama with her 32-K and I with my KRACKER,

Rad ;ust KEYBOARDED in a GAME after supper,

witen out in ay systes there arose such s clatter,
I sprang to sy CONSOLE to see what was the matter,
I turned con the SURBE and flipped on the switch,
And ay DYSTEM came alive with nary a hitch.

The NOISE and the SOUND in the quist rooa,
Made ze fall from #y chair with a respunding booa.
And what to ay wondering eyes should appear, -

But a giant CRT with a SCREEN crystal clear,

Hith a little old PROGRAM <o lively and guick,
I knew in an INSTANCE, it amust be QRAPHIE,
More rapid than LASERS the CURSOR it came,
and WHISTLED and BEEPED and PRINTED each naae.

"Mow INPUT! Now OQUTPUT! Now MICRO and BRSIC!®
*On FORTH! On PAGCALY Dn ASDEMBLY ang 01"

Ta the top of the PRINTER, to DISKETTE and all,
Now FRINT: "Dach away, Dash away all.®

'S ES PRI FEE IS ESETTESIFSTIELIFEITETSSIFFILESCEETTESEFFSIPETEEFSS PO EES PP ESTES S

GREEMHORNS
A way to
tiag!

ne on the road in word processing and save energy and

A MOVING EXPERINCE
{Thanks iop Sisgter Fat)

Ward processing for me continues to be a mbving experience!
Some of our staff wanted a recipe submitted for their own uss.
Since it took less than half a page, and I just didn’t want to
retype it or waste paper, 1 thought I would look and see if
1I-#riter had a COPY command. 1t did, and 1t was so easy and
fast, it was there before [ realized.

Had 1 laboriously retyped, [ wouldn’t have known if I had to

retype all the dot commands. After 1 used the COPY coamand, I
wondered i+ 3 setond set would work the sase way. It did. All was

printed out perfectly. .

For those as ignarant as I, all you do is go back to the come-
and lime (FCTN %), type C, then put the 4irst and last line you
want copied and after each line. It sven has a resinder of: Start
line, Stop line, and After line. Siamply leave 3 space after each
nuaher.

The MOVE command works the

same way when you want to move

Ag SPRITES that bhefere a CALL CLEAR can 41y,
Ere they meet with a GCHAR, then do die.

So right to ay MONITOR the CURSOR it flew,
With a RAM full of MEMORY and a RS232.

And then in a NANOSECOND, [ heard with a screech,
The CLICKING and CLACKING of KEYS froa the SPEECH.
As I lifted my head and was again sitting down,

I saw IMABES of 99 that came with a bound.

1t was shown zil in SILYER 4rom 14°+e Ltop $n it's OWITLR,
The KEYBOARD was GWERTY and held not a ELITCH.
The SCREEN itself was 3 cogl vivid blue,

But could be changed an a whim to a different hue.

Its CURSOR how it TWINKLED, Why it looked so merry,
As it raced *cross the SUREEN with such 2 scurry.’
It’s MEMORY was +flamwiess, Its COLOR was superb,
it movef BITS and BYTES with SPRED vet unheard.

It spoke not a word, but went right straight to 1t°s work,
And filled all the HARDDRIVE and turned with a ;ark,
Ang changing the SCREEN to a color it chose,

And giving a blink, up the CRT it arose.

[t sprang tp my SCREEN, gave a soft little WHISILE,
And away it did fly like the down on & thistle,
Aand 1 zaw 1t PRINTOUT as it went out of zight,
"HAPPY T1-FAIRE TD ALL AND 7O ALL A GDODNIGHT®

SNkt MIBIHME BHNAL
1661 NI
SHNOA 4NV
NOA Ol
SO sSsS31d

GRFFTIIGS

Sample of card produced using Vi.7
as gescribed in “"USNG TIPS Y1,7". Note!

This 15 a condensed version, origienal

text, I am not a typist and the discovery of this way of saving card would be size B 1/2° by 11",
typing and time is indeed a MOVING EXPERIENCE!
SPIRIT OF 99 DEC. 1992 FPAGE 13



CERTIFICATE 99

Reprinted {roms EAR 9%srs

Certificate 99 is a new program by Great Lakes Software

The program allows the user to create certificates, awards, di-
plomas, licences, $lyers, adverticesents, signs and notices. un-
like many graphics pregrass, this grogram provides one easy way
tc create graphics on the printer without the hassel of many
graphic drawing programss. Once your certificate is designed it
is then printed to any Epison/Star coapatible printer.

When the program boots up it asks for the type font to be used
for all of the text. Fonts are different styles of lettering.
Seven fonts are selectable, and exasples of sach font is display-
gd on the screen. The fonis are built into the progras so no
additional fonts can be added but the ones provided are guite
adequate for any need you may have. Alsp you can only select one
font as fonts can not be aixed.

Next the prograe asks you if you wish the text to be auto-
matically centered, If you select YES the program centers each
line ot text typed in for the certificate. This prevents the user
from having to "eye ball® center the text. The only time vyou
would not want an autp center of text would be when you have 3

list of items or something similar where a certain format is
needed,
Rext the border selection screen appears. The border is the

graphics that surround vyour certificate. You may choose fros
twelve different borders, ranging fros just a plain border to &
really fancy one. As with the fonts the borders are built into
the program., so no borders can he added. However, if you wish
you can chogse net to use a border.

After the border selection screen the graphic selection screen
appears. This screen containe twenty four graphic pictures that
can be placed 1n your certificate. The pictures are of such
things as a3 coke can, fist, no saoking syebol and other different
itesms. Atter gelecting the ographic you are asked if you would
like 1t enlarged. In most cases you would want the graphic
enlarged aotherwise it ig quire seall. Unlike the other graphics
these pictures can be changed or added to. A graphics drawing
program 15 necessary to make any changes. breat Lakes Software
recoasends using their Joypaint 99 and Joypaint Pal progras to
do this. The recoasendation is a valid one as I tried to lnad the
graphics with 6raphx and several other drawing programs and they
would not load except with Joypaint and Joypaint Pal. However, |
#as able to use the conversion section of TI Artist to load then
using the Draw N Plot foraat, so TI Artist may work but [ did not
have tise Lo fully check this option.

Only one graphic may he selected for your certificate. After
selecting the graphic the screen shows & positions of which the
graphic eay be placed. (% positions are available if the graphic
1s not enlarqed). .
Next the signature screen will appear, On this screen are seven
built in signatures of such people as Ronald Reagan, lee lactoca,
R Paquetts, Santa Claus, N Thatcher, M Qaddafi and A Khoseini.

B A~ - d A "™E~
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The signatures can be used to sake your certificate lopk official
with one of these official signatures. (I can think of a better

selectiopn.)! However, you can place a blank signature line onto
the page and put your own signature onto the certificate after
it has been printed, or you say elect not to use a signature at
all. The pre-defined signatures are built into the progras and
can not be changed. (Bov that 1s a deal worth considering!) Also
Certificate 99 autosatically selects a place for the signature
location depending on where vyou have your graphic picture
located.

Next 15 the enter text screen, This i1s the screen where vou enter
your aessage onto the certificate. You say either fill your
certificate all with large letters or all ssall letters or a cos-
bination of both. A combination of both hig and ssall would be
best, a5 the large letters can be used for the title and the
saall letters can be used for the sessage. Two screen areas are
displayed on the screen. At the top is where you enter the large
letter text. As you type in the large letter text areas below in
the the ssall letter text area becoses shaded-in ipdicating the
area being filled up on the certificate., Consequentially when
cmall text is typed in the ssall text areas are shaded-in above
the large text area. This way there is no chance of your text
overlapping because ot miscalculation of how large the large text
would be. A shaded area also indicates where the signature is
placed and where the graphic is if you selected tn have ther. Any
shaded area can not be used because it is restricted as sosething
else will be occupying that space shaded-in,

At this point vou are ready to print. By pressing ENTER on the

last line of text you are asked for the print device
naee, (PI0.LF) or whatever. Then you are asked for print density
! or 2. | is noreal and 2 prints the picture darker. Then the

prograa procedes to do some calculations, and iIn about 30 seconds
it starts to print your certificate. Atter printing the, prograas
asks if you would like to make ancther certificate. I+ the answer
is ves or np you are asked for a setting or the default screen
color. This screen color will be saved to disk, and the nest fime
the prograk is run the screen will be the color selected here,
This is sisply a cosmetic thing to help your eyes out a little
if you have trouble seeing in certain colors. In fact, everything
you type in is saved including the selections at the prosmpts so
the next time you run the program you can just press enter on all
the selections if you wish the same options as last time. The
text is also saved 50 be careful not te type anythinp you do not
want anyone elsg to see, as 1t will appear the next tise the
program is run.

The progras operates well, is easy to use and the only progras
of it’s kind on the market today for the TI-79/4A. The sase thing
tan be done with sose  other graphits programs, bub with math
difficulty and tise. This program provides a fast easy means of
printing out flyers or certificates or whatever you like,

The only problems that | see with Certificate 99 is that I would
like to be abie tp select more than one graphic picture for the
certificate. I would alsa like an easier way to add ay own
graphic pictures but 1t can be done like it is a setup now with
d little bit of work. It would also be nice 1t I could save ay
certificate to separate files instead of the prograe just saving

NEXT PAGE
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the last certificate that ! created erasing any previous certifi-
tates. However, this is not a big deal because the certificates
are so easy to create. The instructions are guite adequate as
well as the program is so easy to use. I used it the first tiee
without reading the instructions., The only thing lacking in the
instructions are details on how to add your own graphic pictures.
Although I did try adding sy own graphics, | assume it is done
by {following their format for placing the graphic pictures onto
the screen. This lack of details on adding graphic pictures is
the only really weak part of the package.

The sajor uses of the program that [ have found for ayself is for
annpunceaents such as DO NOT SMOKE signs or for directions like
ENTER HERE etc... For that I find this program to be very good

because it does provide a fast easy means to make a flyer without
the hassel invaived with using a graphics drawing progras. You
can also make up sose certificates for fun such as a diploma with
Ronald Reagans signature etc... The progras coses with some
official looking paper to be used for any officzial type documents
you #ay wish to print as well as sose foil seals to make it lnut
even sore official

The prograa runs in Extended Basic and rerquires a disk drive,
32¥ and an Epson/Star coapatable printer. The progras sells for
$19.95 plus shipping fros breat Lakes Software of B04 E. Grand
River Ave.j;Mowell, MI 4BB43. END
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Those Bormrm Before

1945

WNE ARE SURVIVvarRrs ' o

Consider the changes we have witnessed:

We were born before television, Penicillin, polio shots, frazen foods, »erox, plastic, contact lenses, frishees and "the

pill.”

We nere born before radar,
dryers, electric blankets,

We gof married firct and then lived together.

credit cards, split atoas, laser beams and Dallppint pens, before panty-hose. dishwashers, clpthes
air conditioners, drip-dry clothes-and before man walked on the moon,

noWw Quaint can vou be?

[n our time, closets were for clothes, not for “coming out of." fabbits were not Yolkswagonz, =nd having a

seaningful relationship ment getting along with our cousins.

ne thought 7asf fpod was what you ate during Lent, and oeufer space was the hack of the Riviera Theater.

e were born before house-husbands, gay rights, cosputer dating, dual careers and computer aarriages.

f”ﬂav-raré centers, group therapy and nursing homes.

We were born hetfore

We never heard of W ragio, tape decks, €D players, VCR's, elertric

1ypawr*ter5, artificial hearts, word processors, vogurt, gquys wearing earrings, and guys with long hair. For us,
tzle-sharzng peant tpgetherness-nat computers or condominiums: a chip seant a piece of Wood: hardware aeant

hardware, and software masn’t even a word!

Ini%40,Made in Japan meant junk and the term making out referred to how you did on your exaa,

instant coffee were uynheard of.

¥e it the scene when there were five and dime stores where you bought things for five and ten cents.

ride 3 street car {trolley), sake a phone call buy a Pepsi,

Fizzas, McDonald’s and

For a nickle vou could

a coffee, or enough stamps to mail one leter and two postcards.

You could buy a new Chevy Coupe for $600, but who could afford one; a pity, too, because gas was ii cents a gallon!

In qur day, cigarette smoking was fashionable, grazs mas mowed,

repair, coke was a drink and pot was something you cooked in,
were helpers in a hospital or principal’s office.

crack was g fissare In copcrete,fix was tp

Rock wusic was 3 grandea’s lullaby and AIDS

We were certainly not born before the difference between the sexes was discovered, but we were surely born before the sex
change; we made do with what we had, and we were the Jast generation that was so dumb ac to think you needed a hushand to have

3 baby!

Ko wonder we are so confused and there is such a generation gap today!

BUT WE SURVIVED!WHAT BETTER REASONM TO CELERBRATE!
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MEETING DATES C.0.N.N.I. BOARD MEMBERS

F O
1992 — 199=
SRD SATURDAY Pres. — John PFParkins 614/891-4965
Treas — Everett Wade 6£14/262-6346
12 DEC 1992 Sec/Sat - Jim Peterson 614 /2353545
16 JAN 1993 Sec/Wed — Dick Beery 614/4539-35727
20 FEB 1993 Membership — John Parkins 614/891—-4965
20 MAR 1993 Librarian — Chuck Grimes 614 /72468—-8821
17 AFPR 1993 Disk — Dick Beery 6514745393597
1S MAY 1993 Cassette — Everett Wade 614/2462-6346
19 JUN 1993 Cartridge — Keni“Marshall &14/87&—1470
NL. Exchange — Jean Hall 614/885-4223
TIABS BBS 51478510708
Vice Pres. — Chuck Grimes &14/7268-8821
Spirit of 99 BES 51472633412
4TH WEDNESDAY Irwin Hott 614/263-3519
Dick Beery &14/7459-3597
23 DEC 1992 Co—-Editors/Spirit =
27 JAN 1993 of 99 Newsletter :
24 FER 199X Jean Hall 614/885-4223 ¥
24 MAR 19293 Bob DeVilbiss é141891—ﬁﬁééﬁﬁ¥§ f
28 APR 1993 AN S
286 MAY 1993
2% JUN 1993
; )
B

A" "AN

> S0P

C.O.N.N.I.
181 HEISCHMAN AVE
WORTHINGTON, OH 43085




