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Milwaukee Home Computer MICRO REPORT is published bi-
aonthly bg the Milwaukee Area 99/4A Users GFDUﬂ, located at
<807 N 715T Street, Wauwatosa, WI 53213, The Milwaukes Area
99/4A Users Group is an association of individuals with the
same interest in using, prgrasming, and enjoylng their Texas
Instrusents 99/4A Home Computers.” This Users broup is not
affiliated with Texas Intruments, nor any other commercial
cospanies or organizations,

Opinions expressed by authors of articles, raeviews, or
coluans dg not ne:ossarzlz reflect those of Milwaukee home
Computer MICRO REPORT. The Editors of this publication re-
serve all rxghts to edit or change the original content of
articles, coluans, reviews, advertisements, endorsesents, or
ather naberial pr{ntod within Milwaukee Home Computer Micro
REPORT, ALL the iteas submitted (except tapes or diskettes)
will become full property of this publication.

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

Neabership to the Milwaukes Area 99/4A Users Group is
Oﬂln to anyano who s interested in using and/or pru?ralninq
the Texas Instruments 99/44 Home Computer, and is willing to
shars his/her {zlloeship with othar sasbars, Annual duce far
[ndividuals - $10,08, Fasily Illblrlhig - 315,08 , This fme
hnlgl to defray the |xg|n|l of the publication of this news-
letter and provide a library to sesbers for their enjoyaent.

NEETING INFORMATION
Meetings of the Milwaukee Area 99/4A Users Group are
held on the SECOND SATURDAY each month in the lower level of
Wauwatosa Savings and Loan, located at 7580 N, State Street
in Wauwatosa, Wisconsin. ﬁeetxng times are from about 1:09
PN to 4:00 Pﬁ, depending on the content of the |eeting for
gach gartxcular aonth, “Users are encouraged to bring their
cungg ers and/or related hardware and software to any of the
seetings to assist members in utilizing their own equipment.
USER GROUP OFFICERS:

PRESIDENT - TO BE ELECTED 1/12/85
VICE-PRESIDENT - TO BE ELECTED 1/12/8%
TREASURER - TO BE ELECTED 1/12/85
CORRESPONDENCE SECRETARY - Gene Hitz (453-0499)
RECORDING SECRETARY - TO BE ELECTED 1/12/8%

GROUP LIBRARIANS (RISK:- Steve Sanders (344-1821)
NEWSLETTER =3 ed Pabian
CO-E21TORS

CONTRIBUTING
EDITOR

- Peter Radike (282-2158)
Bary Pichler (355-2031)

- beorge Kasica (321-7558)

CONTINED FROM FAZE f

free hours are used up. The options =ere include the
following charge cards: MasterCard and VISR, You may also
have the charge billed directly to *our checking account inr=
the form of CHECKFREE Billing, This ogtinn will caus

CompuServe to send an electronic request to your hank on
the 17th of the month{or the first business da¥ after) and
tell it to transfer the correct amount out of the account.
This will then show up on your bank statesest when you
receive it, This oEtlon 15 only available to BANF checking
accounts not to SAVINGS AND LOAN accounts.

Now that you have filled out the forms, wait until after
6pa or on a weekend at any time. You now call the CompuServe
number listed in the Users Guide nearest to you. Currently
aver 2880 wmajor cities can make a local call to connect to
CnlguServn (cis from here on). In Milwaukee there are 3
numoers listed. To call, first set your sodem up at either
300 or 1200 baud(1280 costs acre), Even parity, ! stop bit
no echo, 7 data bits, and full duglex operation. This will
allow you to access ciS in the most efficient sanner on the
Tl computer. At this Rnint, call one of the numbers and
follow the instructions that are given in the Users Buide in
the New User Information section. The type of tereinal to
select is ANSI Compatible(VT{B8), This will sllow you o
send the needed contral characters later on,

Now that you are done with the on-liie sign uE, resesber
to type OFF or BYE to disconnect, do not just hang up, or
you say be billed for up to 20 ninu{es of adéitional tise!

Since you have finished the on-line sign up, zou will
receive (1n 7-10 days) your second password in the mail.
This will give zou access to the entire CIS network. Once
this is done, the best thing to do ugon receipt of your
second password is to logon and change | again to your own
choice - just to protect you in the event that it 1s known
by someone else.

The rates to use CIS are as follows: Heekdazs fron
Bam-6pa $12.50/hr at 300 baud or $1S/hr at 1200 baud.
Weekdays from b4pe-Bam, all weekend, and announced CIS .
holida{s $6/hr for 300 baud or @12.58/hr at 1208 baud. These
do not include charges for any surcharged services like
Travel/Aviation Reservations, or certain specialty services
like Aviation Flight Plan generation, ‘

In the next issue I will show some of the other items
shown in Figure 2, namely the Home Services section, an area
where many useful items reside. ‘

But until then don’t be afraid to go looking through CIS
and finding .out on your own, that is often one of the best
ways to learn about all that it has to offer. For those who
would like further information now, there is an excellent
book sublished ba Santam Books. It is called GETTING THE
MOST LT OF COMPUSEFYE and is written by Charles Bowen and
David feyton, It is avatlable at local bookstores for ahout

Bood-bye. I hope you enjoy the CIS network!
NEXT: USING THE HOME SERVICES SECTION

There are currently 141 Milwaukee Area 99/4A Users Group
seabers that have paid 1984 dues. The 1985 dues prices are
now ---- §18,80 ger isdivioual and $15.00 for the falilr aea-
bership. ONLY PAID DUES MEMBERS can receive the newsletter of
the User Group - the Milwaukee Home Cnlguter Micro Report, as
well as borrow tapes or disks from the Broup Library.

Currently, there are 408 gragrals in the Library for the
use of meabers, These program tapes and disks may he obtained
at User Group |eetin?s by means of presentation of a aeaber-
ship ca;d and a small deposit (refundable upon return of the
progras),

The Milwaukee Area 99/4A User Group dues are maintained
in the treasury for printing a newsletter and library upkeep.

As of this newsletter publication date, the treasurer is
reporting an account balance of about $0, The treasury is re-
plenished by annual dues payment and RENEWA.S. All Eaid Ul
bers receive an annual meabership card, S0 MAKE SURE YOU BET
v0UR 1985 DUES PAID AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.

[Fisure 2]
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! Home Services

2 Business & Financial

3 Personal Cosputing

4 Services for Professionals
3 The Electronic Mall (tm)

6 User Information

7 Index
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The following is a list of the most cnnfég}: :gda¥f %? JUST A SPECIAL NOTE OF THANKS.., £ - oy

date bulletin boards (both free and paK) avai
users in the Milwaukee Area. The telephone numbers represent
those most recently checked. . Several geaple contributed a great deal of their own free

EI:E 5o that this newsletter could be put out for you at this
ael

81 Free Access Systeas M4 Your efforts are appreciated: . ) "

beorge Kasica
Phil Marton
beng Hitz
Fred Pabian
Gary Pichler
Steve Sanders

Atari Music Hachxne 24 hrs,
Auto- net 24N
Breakin’ AE (Systen Password: BREAKN)
Color-88 24 hrs,
Encn Connection 9:138pa-Ban
onal
Connadorl 64 HOURS UNKNOWN

Commodore Castle 1ipa Sat-7am Sun -
Commodore Uf/Dounlogd Line ;za-.fpa - E:? [:] f;f -}— }-ﬁ
Computer Palace fdam-idpwm WEEWEiES - ~]u ][ F:,

Egas il Cave Jpe-Ban

- h .
:E:E.gh :a?:.ls Sg‘t.. Herns -Reprinted from the Central Iowa Users Group Newsletter
Brlfon Lair R

raion layar 28+hrs.
En
£355 QI 24 hrs,
£.5.C.A .P E 24 hrs.

Exec-PC
FSF:E‘ibg"ﬂaukE énE ﬁpl {ipm & 12pa-11pa Wknds,

: an, Afternoons Saturday
r‘!

For those of you who have a2 one disk drive systen...thls
prngral is for you! This will be put in our library soon!

t will cogy the ent1ro contlnts of an original disk in
only 3 passes! For example, if you had a disk with 20 program
or data tiles on it and used TI’s DISK MANAGER, (and onlY one
disk drive) it would take you about 8 ainutes to copy all of

hrs.

e P A AR ll-.l"m-l.lr'l AP B oma CA O CACA

353-1183
2733434
529-3867
943-3333
321-3132
T84-2094
S44-5448
425-9584
il
18 3096
e
Ay
b7 4
ST
87%-1754
964-5160
iq oTne
o e Rrossroads 6 ,g;_ifsl the §1le§. “l%h tuotdr}veg, 1§ t:kos abgut 3 ntgutes Now you
e can do it in 2 minutes! Firs e and save this progran,
Elnins Ly |nf! Keao N Tdnight Star) 0pa-1pa };g:ag % To operate, load 11 FORTH, ng when the cursgr gppears,
E?au'reé7 nca’ 24 hrs 15.-87 type COLD. The disk drive will' "kick in" eomentarily. Next,
AL S.E Tou-Tam 1.._96 § insert your disk with this gragral on it (drive #1), and type
H‘lih‘858'24phr A1 39 LOAD. this will load both screens automatically. The scree
Jou's Bar & Grili 2¢ hre QT-B'H‘ prompts will give you all of the instrurtions to proceed.
Marque tB -'Ln:_HugNDHN ' é;;-gfig
rs A -
Kar 44-4301  [6CR 430
B agari(mé BaF1 yuars roup BEct 24 prs. 1;&-5!3' B ('3 PASS DISK COPIER - DOUG SKITM 301-643-1432 ) 1 IT |
W. Area Cossadore Connec 102 oy SoE-ToRe { ¢ CLS 14 BYSTEM ¢ 1 VUNBW 2 SYSTEM ; 1 VMBR & SYBTEM N
Mil. Area Utiluty for Digital xcn.\HAUDE) § hrs, 241-87¢e4 2 p LARTABLE qug 15348 ALLOT @ “ARIABLE PL ® DISK LD '
Milwaukee BBS 24 hrs, 54!-0a23 31 TRCL8 S 11 BOTALY -
M [waukee cgﬁmifgﬁ'%ﬂs 3pa-iipn it 41 NLTXL" INGERT “top} p1sK-press ANy KEY " KEY DRGE 4
N }. Software Lib. (MSL) Spl-bal & 12pm-bam Wknds. §§7-35?g 2 : n% }% v AHEEE' -"A’TES ;DP§§=§ g:!.EE; » KEY DR3P
Milwaykee Tri bune(a k.a. Canopus) 24 hrs. ae1-Sas | 8 ¥ . YKEY v b
Mini-Board WEEM ENDS 394-8470 73 PR TX ,* COPIER NOW READY-PRESS ANY KEv " KEY DROP !
Fony Express {0pa-ipa 761-2529 BrPUPL @20 +PLOS+DOI BLOCK AREA2 + 1 PL RS + - {024
Radio Free Hlluaukee(uRFH) 24 hrs. 784-8838 § %+ (824 CNOVE LODP ol
Rogue bpm Fri-‘for Eat 4£2-2725 10 BUPL @S +PL@DO I BLOCK UPDATE LDDP M{ FLUSH 3
RSln(iF \HIEE HOURS UhrhiWN 476-8018 i1t ORPL @ 10 + PL &Y + DOARER 2 + [ PL 8 5 + - 1024 ¥ ¢ |
SUE(Serious Users Exchanges 24 hrs. 7h2-5411 12 BUFFER 1824 CMOVE UPDATE LUDP FLUSH PL @15 +pPL ALY+
Tabloid 1Bpa-épa 233-250% 13 AREA 2 + TPL @ 5+ - 1824 ¢ + ] BUFFER {824 CMOVE UPDAT
Te‘e.aalunxcatar s Edge 24 hrs, 542-2187 14 LGOP FLUSH PL @ 28 + PL E 15 + D0 AREA 2 + T PL RS + -
TIBBS 24 Hrs b49-330¢2 15 1024 % + | BUFFER 1824 CHDVE UPDATE LOOP FLUSH §  -->
Trader’s Allev 24 hrs, 272-8329
Tunes Jpn 242-1184
Uni-Net HC.~- LINKNOWN 549-3978
Util-Atars z4 hrs, 353-1.0%
Whizz'ge Wares AE Lire!S xst Pswrd.:LADCA) 24 hrs,  7B1-3p33 SCR #31
World of Crytgn WS § N Z40-73e3 b ('3 PASS COPIER CONTINUED )
246-4702 1 : BPUPL @28 +PL @20 + DO I BLOCK 5120 I PL @ - 20 - 1024
2 1+ 1824 WMBW LDOP
3 PL @ 28 + BLOCK 3872 1824 VHEH
4 PL @ 29 + BLOCK 1122 1§24
1% Pay Systens 18 Sy BORPL OIS +PL@26+D0 512 Pﬂ @-20- 10248+
b BUFFER 1824 VMBR UPDATE LODP FL
Compuserve Network 24 hrs. 475-5381 7 PL @28+ FL @25+ D0 5128 I PL @ -20 - 1024 ¢ + ]
LR g 1§ A T e ek when upnare
-61. o87 + VMBR
Cush HOURS_UNKNOWN ERL e ST 1122 PL @ 29 + BUFFER 1B24 “MBR UPDATE FLUSH
Milwaukee Express 24 hrs, 327-S308 11 : PAS BPU PU BU BOR DR :
12:CY BPL' 30/ 1+0DoPASPLase )y IFMIELSEM2T 2+,
13 30 PL +! THEN LDOP j
140 M289CY;,
1S PR W
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For a machine that is supposed to be an “orphan”, there
has sure been a great deal of new hardware and software ap-
pearing from third party manufacturers,

hile averyone cannot run out and spend big bucks on TI
cospatible materials, it is isportant to reaesber that if we
all do not support these companies with our business, no one
will have products to buy some day. If you can afford to get
i new piece of hardware or software, do so - from a reliable
T1 product serchant,

There have been more NEW T1 99/4A products released for
us in the past three months than the last four yeirs or so.

Many are ex:iting new items, which will allow you to ?gt the
maxlaum benefit trom Yuur 1. Here is just a partial listing
of what’s become available:

FOUMDATION COMPUTINE hae apnounced the release of z CPM
card for tie Tl exaansiun.box, This $349.00 product boasts a
4 Mhz 1BDA with 44X of built-in RAM, two R5-Z32 ports, and a
double getsity disk controller. In other words, ¥ou are get-
ting a CFM aachine for the nunez - one capable of running up
to ?0,000 prograas that are on the market for CPM machines,

FOUNDATION has also released their 80 column card,which
will work with your existing Tl or their CPM card. [t sells
for $249.95 retail,

BUALTTY 99 SOFTWARE has introduced two new disk-based
pieces of software. Both operate in extended basic and re-
quire 32K Ingr{ expansion === The first is Draw N Flot, for
those who wish to produce pixel defined graphics that can be
saved to disk for future reference or dusped to a printer. A
joystick is also needed, The second item is Database 99, for
fhnsg record-keeping enthusiasts. It boasts a very fast sort
routine, and can store up to TSP records on a 558D disk, and
can be set up with up to 28 fielos of 2B characters each,

SCI TECH is a Southern California company that is just
starting to get into the TI market, after working on prnauct
developments for other computer brands. This company will be
releasing a 64K-256K RAM Disk Card for the expansion box, It
will be sold with an optional external ﬁuner supply which
allows you to turn off your TI system without losing all the
contents on the RAM Disk, This card will hold all kinds of
grograus, 1n:luding‘FﬂRTH and can hold up to 127 different
iles at any one tinme, ‘1f the external power supgly is not
attached, the RAM Card will autosatically foraat itself upon
powerup. Included with the Card is a Disk Manager diskette,
which allo:s you to format all or part of the RAM Disk, The
untopastied purls can D uied by assech.y PrOGraameErs &5 ox-
tra RAM spacg. Leading tise is Euppuse: {opbegi?gﬁfnfn fast
in :ongarxson to floppy operation, Expect a March, 198% date
raasing people )

far release,
MILLERS GRAPHICS ( those ingenious prog 5
uct in January
will be TI and Corcomp Dis

.ars to release a new ut:lx‘xnsnftuare pro
Scratch

L ¢

193%, Their DIAGNQSTICS FROGR

controller cospatible, ana will do a complete VOF,

Pad, and Memory Expansion RAM check, Errors will be reported
on your screen. In additipn, this program will check and ad-
vise you what your Drive ~FY¥ speed is, check your disks for
bad sectors, and check for fractured }iles. Any errors diag-
nosed are reported. It will also seek out and read or write
to anK sector on command. All in all*-- alot of good utility
for the §19.95 cost (plus shipping).

Thase are_the announced new TI compatible products that

e know of...although rusors of others abound, such as

An “Ap

_ Ble Card", similar to the CPN card, that turns a
TI into an

pple computer, running Apple software.

A TI compatible Koala Pad...with full features

(not to
be confused with the Sketch Pad product already out),

A TI compatible Hard Disk Drive - for under $1088'

As we stated earlier, things no longer look so EIDDIV
with all of these new “goodies® coawing out, BUT IF W on't
BUT THE STUFF, THEY WON'T MAKE THE STUFF. FOOD FOR THOUSHT:

We will do our best to continue to keep

0 Fou inforaed on
the latest new product releases, here in the

ICRG REF2F™,

“OFTWARE
F;: [E: 'HJ ][ EE: IJJ

OFFICE HELPER
A review by Peter Radike

Now that TI has abandoned the Home Coneutor market,
seens as though there are sore new QUALIT

out than ever before.
sarket
foraats,

it
prograas coasing
Software authors are findxng i viable
for their products, particularly in DISK hzged

One suth 2uaiity disk operated progras to be recently
released is OJFFICE HELPER. This program, designed for a
seall business or office, is excegtionaliy advanced in
features and versatility, Those TI owners with 32K and a
disk drive (even better with two drives) will really get
their money’s worth out of this progras. Extended Basic is
also needed.

As is the trend in recent releases, the disk is written
with various menu driven options that can be used by even the
aost inexperienced computer iser. The :ackage is sold with
three main selections- INVENTIRY, INVDiCE, and MAIL-LIST,
;h: MAIL-LIST portion is probably the f1inest one released to

ate,

The Inventory category has the following menu options:

ADD RECORDS UPDATE RECORDS EXAMINE =ECOFZS
E{AMINE BY FIELDS PRINT REFORTS PEETE REZOSDS
SET UP FILE SINGLE LABELS COMPLETE JABEL
SCRT BY STOCK NO. SPECIAL PRINTER SETULP
REFORTS (In 88 or 132 Column Foraat)

The Invoice cateqory has these options:

INVOICE WITH OR WITHOUT INVENTOPY UPDATE
INVCICE WITH OR WITHCLT DISk BACK-UP

‘The Mail-list cateqory has the following ootions:

A2 SECIRDS UPCATE FEZCRDS EXAMINE FEZZRDS
EIANINE BY FIELDS °RINT LAEE.3 PRINT RECZ®I3
JELETE RECORLS  =ORT BY ANY FIELD

"RECIRDS CAN BE PRINTED IN LABEL FORMAT OR 86 CO..MN
FORNAT, _ABELS CAN BE PRINTED IN CNE TO THREE LAEE.
géaéga.)VARlABLE AMBUNTS OF LABELS FOR EACH RECORD

Utilitins .nEtion progran is included in the OFFICE
Eackage disk, which coverts aail-list files to
fors letter files.

A
HELPER
TI-WRITE

Obviously {uu are ?etting alot of prograssing here for
the $139.95 refai price (with 3 13% discount to "Milwaukee
Area 99/4A Users Group seabers only),

The INVENTORY, INVOICE, and MAIL-LIST categories are

also spld SEPARATELY on individual disks for $54.95 each
(with the same 15% discount mentioned earlier).

Continued on Page 8
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Continued From Page 7

SOFETWARE ~

] il 1
Complete documentation is included with {our package, F E L I E I‘ﬂ
although none is really necessary. You also get ~a
personalized "password® to enter your progran.

POLE POSITION
All three programs utilize high quality sort and search
Bnutgna?,dphich are quite'*::t in :q extengld gasic prgg;gsé R REVIEN BY GARY PICHLER
including so many printing options and sub-menus ie ¢ i i
HELPER is probably one of the gesg buys for anyone "needing AtariThéi.Séfe Ix"’Zistﬂfpgﬂffﬁt"?étieé°a'§§i§'as°3§od°§s ERS
ind or all of the 3 program categories. rest of the Atari games for ghe 99/4, "1 was a little
disappointed upon playing this game. The graphics were not

. ; as good as the other Atari games, There are three different

OFFICE HELPER is available from: :ﬁi?l }ev;ls dbgﬁ [ cauld no% Egll |qchtgif{erencekbet=§e2
, . es. I played the game several times in the two weeks tha
?nglsusangssg PRIYVE I had the gane. The onlz way [ could get a bad score was if
HILHAUKEE, ul 5;5:; [ used a bad joystick, The game was okay for a few plays but

I sgon fogné ' ;eéf very bn;eg.b {thad 2 gnance tg péay the
, . arcade version which seeas a lot better. The cartridge is
OR by calling GARY at 355-2031, very easy to use: just 1u2 %ENin and fou are up and rugning.

o unuldflikghto than at COMP U SERV for letting me
S A — use the game for this review.
HOT DOFF

Harall

“H“ %"i EE? L ][ E;u &;T POLE POSITION is available at COMP U SERV
) et w0 At nf .

» PRICE $23.74
‘“Wk &ﬁwme
aware ‘e 8o
nas On

DM T FORGET
These little bits of news pertaining to TI owners were

just received prior to publication of this newsletter,and we Ty LS
éhought you might want gn be inforaed about thea righi anay, WF" E:] E_ H

X
au
il
1l

Hl ==
'
i
i

. 1
Coap-U-Serv’s sales ogeration at the Abacus Micro store T E:} i__ﬂ EEE
{7511 W, Oklahoma Ave., Milw.) has ceased, The owner of the
Corp-U-Serv fira, Dan éunia, said he is lovina his business
to the Starting fongutnr store, located at 128th and Cagitol 1] “= E:? F:u I
Drive. He plans to be fully operational with TI products at i S -
his new location as of January {, 1965,

Micro Pal products has announced they have obtained the Efﬂ &:; !“ﬂ
rights from Texas Instruments to manufacture a full TI 99/4A
package called Extended Basic' Yes, this means we now have a
new company actually making a fulf compatible TI Extended ™y
Basic cartridge, which should run 108% of all EX B45IC pro- At
grans you alreaéy nay have. The gackage includes a T1 manual
and TI%s "latest enhancemente(whatever thoge ara’),  Tenex
Computer Products is ilreadz advertising this product, with
other local vendors anxiously awaiting the product on their
shelves. Retail introductory price is $74.93. There are also
rumors of other aanufacturers planning to make these popular

L
T
T
{jni
I
i
n

& s
oo

{ apn u“ Tt - 3 L) L
cartridges. IT " & THE DOrL
Well, as many of you already know, HOME COMPUTER MAGA- =y e " i " ety b
1INE is ailvu. blliculry well, and hup;fully rqanized to be L F ¢ B . - g-% Emf -
A A R B e e R e
will now pu i " —— o o 5,
quality pggquns to b; i?slugid; %? thi}; 1:55 1"u"'1tF;°: im0 - T ERE®EF
ast experiance, wa should all believe it whan we see U - g e bl g
gtill Hglh thin'uell. Even thuu?h they are irratic, thnx'arn M T Eﬂﬁ EWMEZLETTER
still the best overall publication covering the TI 99/4A,

For those of Zuu ADVENTURE fiends out there, there is a
newer book out that can helg Knu keep your sanitv, "The Book
of Adventure Bames® br Kia Schuette is a cnlgrehensive coll-
ection of maps and solutions to all of the SCOTT ADAMS and
INFOCON adventure games for the TI (as well as other makes),
It is published by Arrays, Inc, Publishing, ind available at
many local cosputer and book stores for about $17,50 (still
less than a shrink),
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