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/171¢7 VYICE PREGIDENT®S MESSAGE W\

Yos, VILE president's message! In an effort to wove eveniy distribute the
workioad of the President, I'm writing 2 wessage this monmth. I'1l bet you can
guess wnat I'm going to talk (or rather write) about. How can YOU, 3= a megher
heip carry sose of the load of making this group operate in a way that is
sereficial to you {ang us all)??

Three guesses as to step #1° You got it!! WE NEED AN EDITOR!' It wasn't
too nice not to have a rewsietter at a nice regular time last month, was i1t77
weil don't misinterorate that. The “staff® (Bruce § Corson rcomstitute the staff
usualiy) was very busy (to cay the least) witnh the highly successful faire. It
was not any type of cemonsiration or ocemang for an editor, but it should serve
as an exampie, These two (whom | am sure have less time than me) never were
appointed as editors. If 15 not right that they be handed this task for lack of
a true editor. ihis is my effort to ease some of the burden, but I*a sure it
doesn't even begin tc make it easy., It is tise someone steps forth out of our
ranks to {at the risk of scunding too hinlical) deliver us,

we all perefit from groud newsletters, and have the bemefit of having one
of the best around, but we are scon poing to find that without proper
participation and assistance, all things must die. Keeo in mind also, the
member only gets out what he nuts in. Perhaps a more active hand in groun
activities could transiate into a broadened overall learning sxperience. 1 know
this has been the case with me, I aw not ore $o bep, and I will not start now.
i warn ail, though, the cay is soon aporoaching, I fear, that the great BUNCH
dynasty will fall, and the cause of it all will be lack of member
participation. There is N free lunph,

Respectfully Gubmitted

Norman Abare, Vice Pres,

LIBRARY NOTICE

With the increased demand for the newer TI-99/4A4
related books we must request book loans to be
only one month. If.you have any books on leoan
please bring them to the next meeting. IFf vou
can®t make it to the next meeting please ask a
friend to return the book(s). Thanks! This
gives sveryone a better chance to see one they
nhaven®t seen yeat.
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AGENDA for May 20, 1984

Open Demonstrations
New Member Reqgistration
Software Exchange ((members only)
Special Interest bGroup mestings
Conscle Cleaning ~— Bruce Willard
Funnel Writer —— Jdack Sughruse
New Horizons R68M Digsk —— by Feter Hoddi
{ECS)
Fids Corner —— with (to be announced}

raftfle

Husinzcsgs Meeting:
Approval of Minutes
Treasurers Report
Committee Reports
Old Business

New Business
Arnouncemnsnts

8:70 ~ 9:30 CONTINUATION of:

Special Intersst Group Mestings
and Open Demonstrations and Discussion

Gleaned +rom the MNorth kastern 797 ers
Newsletter, April 1ssue, under BDandl’s

| Eits

 Fieceg.

SPEEDIER MULTIPLAN?.44s

(Excerpts taken from WINDY CITY 99 CLUB/february 1586)
If the Multiplan files are stored in a special order, the speed may improve.
First, initialize a disk. Using the file copy options of any Disk Manager,

copy the files in this order: UVERLAY, NPHELP, NFCHAR, NPDATA, MPINIR, and
| then MPBASE. The Directory of the disk will alvays show in alphabetical
| order, but the files are actually on the disk the way you stored then.

Another tip is that if the program is stored in line nusber order it will

run faster.

All BASIC programs are stored in memory image format. To store

in line nuaber order, save it in MERGE format. Saved in this wmanner, the
progran is stored correctly. When loaded back into the computer, it is in
line nusber order, Now you may DELETE the MERGE file on disk. Remeaber to
backupg all your disks.

NOTE: MHany programs and files can he lost vhen you are creative. 5o
always backup before you make any changes to your diskette.

ﬂus-n....



SOFTWARE/TEXTWARE REVIEWS
by Jack Sughrae

FUNLWRITER

Where do [ begin?

Faniwriter is the most profound disk ever sade for the
T1/99-48, I quess that about sums it up.

I have many useful disks; some sytreeely useful, I have data
sases and spread sheets and educational oprograss and tutorials, |
have programs that shrink orograms, prograss that identify and list
variables froe prograss, programs that can be ssrged intn other
prograas, and even prograss that sake prograss, 1 have word
processors for Extended BASIC, for MiniMea, far Editor-Asseshler
(including that editor itseif). |

And, yet....

I, like st many of sy brothers and sisters in this gigantic
TI799 family, an always locking for the perfect prograe.

1t’s here,

Take sut your checkbooks and iseediately send a $15 or better
check to Tony and Will Mcbovern, 215 brinsell St., ¥otara, NSW 2289,
fustralia. And pop down to vour nearest user’s group for the
Funlwriter disk Yo make a copy for yourself, ({It’s a "Fairware®
ites, pffered to the public under the terss of personal trust: if
you l1ike 1t and pian tc use ii, send the money; if vou don’t like
it, pass it on, And, like so such of the *Fairware® things for TI,
1t’s the best stuff available,)

As T said at the beginning, How do I begin?

First, I'11 leap back 2 couple years., 1 had written a letter
to Chris Bobhitt, the general aanager of Asgard Spftware. It was an
intoraal letter discussing the things I wish were available for the
TI. As a writer, sy wishes centered mostly around improvesents for
the II #riter. On ay list @ wished for the shility to raad
Pis/Var 80 and [Dis/Fix B0 files guickly on the screen, (Think about
that one for a while,) ] wished to be able to load automatically
fros Edit or Forsal into ay P10 printer. I wished to be able to

. S S i



develop & better Utility svstes and to go from Editor to Forsatter
and to reforsatting (for the printing of sultiple Jifferent #ilps)
without going back to the title screen or without reloading, |
thought 1t would be wonderful to be able to have an environsent
oparating off (I #eit then) the E/A rart which would access the TIN
cart and the DM cart somehow. The Widget, | guess, xas 3 little
aove 1n that direction. 2ut it wasp’t an envircneent,

well, all of the above is part of this extraordinary venture
from The Land Bown Under. MNotice I said parf. This program does
all ot the above trop the Extended Basic module. [t does all of the
above froa a menu (Yes, ipcluding loading ep the 2.3 version of
INIGOR, the Editorifssesbler, the T! Hord Proceszsor, and, for the
fum of 18, Forth!}, VYou are reading it right. It does all this
with versions of each which are better than the originals or other
ypdates. (A couple examples aight be in order here: fros the DNIOOO
section of the menu you can draw up the file section and get as
Option 3 an instant screen read of ANY Dis B0 f1le; or froe the word
processor menu you can press SWITCH to leap instantly into the

Assembier and load up an assembled file for create or edit, ;ust as
with the cartridge AND disks), |

All  this, a5 the authors eszplain, “without lass of
functionalitv,” The mescry banks aaintain their saase buffers,

fs for ay own all-night testing the day I g0t i1t +froa Barry
Traver at the New England TI Fatire in Lexingtor, [ found every
aspect of it lisproved froa the individual pisces from which
Feniwriter evolved, The Mchovern geniuses sesmed to have Covered
evervthing {and provided some hookist-length docs on the same side
of this single-sided disk). The docs are excelieat and take up 80

sectors, which 15 also excellent, Atter you sake a copy o pass on
to others who will also pass it on, you say then erase the docs and

f11! up your B0 sectors with TL and other forsat codes for IFfing
SAYEd docuaents. ! also had plenty of room lett to put ey banner,
calendar, and label-maker prograas all on the same side, HNow | have
a blockbuster word processing disk which is alsp a Forth disk which
is 3is0 an Editor/Asseabler which is also a Disk Manager which is
alsg etcetera,

And evervthing is FARST  and ERROR-PROTECTED and truly
JSER-FRIENDLY.

I did everything I could possibly think of to pess up this
orograg  factually it is an environaent, a series of truly related
computer activities), and, though I'e usually very gqood at sessing

m?q,




up prograss, [ couldn’t defeat this environsent., It did (does)
gevervthing 1 thought could only be on a2 TI owners wish list,

As I glad ['m a T! owner. Besides having the best in-residence
abilties of ANY home cosputer {automatic nusbering, resesuencing,
CALL subprograseing, celer, speech synthesis, and so onl, ey
coeputer now has an XB cart in port that will bring to my machine
what would cost IBM or fpple owners 500 dollars or eore to buy (and,
particularly, in the case of the Apple Il computers, couldn™t get at
any price tecause of their inferigr capabilitises),

Like all good tools, Funiwriter is also a great foy, [ don't
think ['ve had 3z much fun plaving with anvthing since 1 got my
first set ot Lincoln Logs on my seventh hirthdav,

You can get inside, You can change things., The Mchoverns sven
guide veu intz this 1n their docs. You can (1 did) change the
environment’s scresn/character colors within the YR load srogras
{which may later he changed at EVERY menu in this profound creation.

You can (] did) put in printer specifics (FI0 and PIO.LF fgr the
Editor and Forsatter., Thiz 1is alsc done in the loader which can
then be saved forever and overrides all asceably defaults.

Although ! alwavs manage %o cose up with °"If only this progras
had....” to every piece of sottwars {and textware) I’ve aver
reviewed, I was stunned by this software into a state of blankness
and quietude., My wife and kids aporeciated fhaf’) But it didn’t
last long. I couldn®t wait to write about Foplwriter. But, three
days and auch use and abuse fincluding this report) later, I still
cannot think of 3 single change ! would make in the design of this
sottware, It is eftizient, allows for considerable flexibility,
does all the things I've dreamed of for 3 few vears and many things
I never even thought of.

The Mcboverns, 1n entrusting us with this sarvelous piece of
work, are hoping they’ll sake encugh aoney to get some additional T
equipaent in order to do many aore things, apparentlv. 1 hope they
hecose rich bevond their wildest dreaas and make great software for
the 71 foraver,

Let’s support ourselves by supporting thes. bet Funlwriler
as SOOR a5 yoy can, test it out, write out the sost generous check
you can afford, mail 1t to the Mcboverns, and hurry back to vour
new, large, exciting TI envircnaent,

*\.—8-.,_,
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M.U. M. O H.
260 LINCDLN STREET

WORCESTER, MA. 01605

First Class
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IMFORTANT NOTICE
KEXEREREKRKEERKKX

May meeting will be on May 20, 17286
at University of Massachusetts Medical Center
(Come to the VISITORS entrance and follow the signs for MUNCH. . .)
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