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0DE 70 JOKN

n September 08,1989, John Guion, member of the Dallas T1 Home Computer
Users Group was killed in & car accident., He was on his way home when another
car crossed the line hitting him head on, both young men lost their lives,

lohn was on his way home from school to visit with hic parents and
friends &t a dinner-social for the DTIRUG when the fatal accident happened.
I'm sorry to say that the accident was caused due to the other car crossing
the line, probably due to the driver drinking and passed-out at the wheel.
Thic loss really hurts, especially due to the circumstances,

! have been asked "Who was John Buion”, by people who didn't krow him, my
reply is that John OBuion, not quite 23, waz & young man that had already
accozplished aore in using and understanding computers than most other people
aany years his sepior.

The FP-Gram card, developed by John and Robert Jones, was one of his best
inventions, but there is npore, for instance, T1 disk controller card
scdification that enabled the user to have four drives instead of three and
use lower case letters for access as well as faster access times and the R5232
rod and even the Super Extended Module by Triton that he modified to use
ceveral other groms. Yes, I think John was some kind of special person and

Jprubebly & genius where electronice was concerned, There is no telling what
f= was capable of creating in the future, had he lived, because he was
aieived with Bud Mills of Horizon Ras Disk fame in other projects of who
whohs what,

But of thie 1 am certain, he loved hic TI and he wanted it to survive and
prosper as long as it could still capture the imagination of cthers and serve
a purpose to all that used it.

When someone acks what was John like, I say, he was @ faithful friend,
idesl son, and a devoted lover of the TI,

I would like to say Jobn, 1'w going to miss you as most of us will, but
in your chort years here with us, you 1eft us with comething to remenber you
Wy and the TI community will alwaye be grateful,

God bless you and keep you John Guien,

Janes

ioral Yobel

5ay man do you know what this newsletter means, yesh it means that there
iz fixin' to be another meeting of the NET %9ers, you got that right {1 hopel.

If you haven't guessed, it is tire to do it or try and do it agaip, 1}
wean it iz time to get el your oid junk, 1 hmams wen mean used equipmedt out
of the attic and bring it down to the meeting and lets do ccme horse trading
of  buying or even selling if you prefer. Thie ie the meeting that our very
oan Lee Derorest will attespt to do & dese on the new 9640°s, lets give hinm
sone encouragement, you kncw he ic getting old end forgetful being retired for
sG ong.

Lmann oL
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fleo this month 1 will have for the firet tine some prograns for the 9640
on the dick of the nonth as well as the T1 smaterial and speaking of the DOM,
thoze people that bought the TIPS programe you will be in for & cepecial
Surprise, since the progras hac been upgraded again and it is even faster. So
don't forget ihat only the people that paid for the TIPS can trade in their
old dicks for the new one, and for thoce that didn't pay for the criginal, you
Can now!

For thoce that are interested in the Mysrc happenings, here is some newe
that may have your sttention, there is now two new DOS's out for the 9540, yes
1 said 2 not t, the resson is that the people that uce the 9640 without a
hard-drive hgve one version and the people thet uses the Hard and Floppy
Contruller hede ancther, 114e and 98h recpectively.

Rryone fur some rusors, boy do 1 have & juicy-one, 1 have heard that
there is a “card that is coming out that hac the sbility to partition itself
off as memory, &s well ac having a ram disk resident at the same tise, D'
interested.

fs I mertioned earlier that the buy, sell and =wep we're having this tise
ig for the purpose of raicing some noney for the club, which ic in dire need
of soney, yuu know green stuff, aw come on you know that stuff that you keep
giving to your girfriend or wife to spend, you know like to buy things.,  Hell
it we don't get some pecple to renew thic peeting 1 guess I'11 just have to
hire come strong arm people and come and look you up, what would you think
about that? huh

Seriously, thoce that are due to renew, pleace do, you know that thie 1s
your club and like anything elcse, if it is worth deing, its worth paying for,
right? This «club can not exist without funds and the DOM alone does not make
up the ozt of the newsletter and other activities, such as the picnic eand
8BS, and other functione, eo plesse help, to coin & phrase, were doing it all
for you

h before I forget, there is going to be a cale the wmorning of the
meeting at & church near the meeting place, which 1 don't have the address of
yet, but 1 will some time thic week, so if you plan to pick up on some new TI
equiprent cheep give me a call later thic week, rhymes, huh?

Leet we forget the meeting ic October 7th at the M. Richland Hilis
Comnunity Center at 9:30 a.m., =0 don't be late or well shoot your date, just
kidding, I think! See ya then.  ®Jameck

The treezurer’s report iz not good thie sonth as we have gone belcs the
dreaded $500.00 mark whichk meanc they will charge us & $8.00 service charge
neit nonth.The income for the Septesher meeting was $73.56 but the expences so
far are §143.94 leaving us with & totel of $489.18 and a newcletter to put cut
yet.  Let's EVETyONE wit there try to think of 3 way to get the account back
up to that magic mark of $500.00 + und fet the club officers know about it.

-tes W, Deforeei-



————— Septenker Minutee -----

ing was celled to crder at 9:30 am witlh Jsmes Crossen and Charlie
irg, Menmbers were preeted and the minutes from the l:zi resting

as erxt en, Dave Shivers has resigaed hic post as Zec-etary due
sroon:locemaiteents ant @ voluntees for that pust is needes. The Treasury
T oWis TEE u, citing & deciine in funts, and the report wes accepted. The
Joturoa 7Y Faire wee diervseed ageing and lee Deforesd h:a fevediped @
s-vie swrvey to be considered by members, soliciting suggesticos (9: the
zurvey  guestions.  Guod  friend Marty Melain, & visiter from. the Hid
Cities/FLUB group was introduczd and welcomed. James then reported that last

renthe clow BOM program uwsed for vericus printing applitations has 2een
vpdated and it runs faster. He then inforped the group of the tragic Joss of
Jubn Guion in an suto accident, We heve started a collection for flowers o
be cent to dohn's funeral, Several BET memberc have donated for thic purpose,
z1:d Tem Collins handled the collection. Jamee proceeded with a brief demn of
feading, editing, initializing and saving of the ROS for the many new Horizon
veners in the club.  Tom Colline forgot to bring the power supply for his
TI/6C console, {3 console with a complete CorComp 9900 Micro System kuilt
Jirside the corputer), and was unakle to demo it for the group. Rartara Mascey

rovided copies of the oroup photograph of the RET?9ERS, taken during the
vienin, free of charge to any who wished to have it, James began the demo of
ke current DOM, & program called ORFHAN {2 program ceen uncer ceveral
titles), A Beneaology Workshop was mentioned by Chester Johnson, for  these
#ho may be interested,  Tos Collins announced at that time & program for
Feneaology buffs, from the Hunter Yalley Users Group, During the meeting, &
tloppy disk {with the cover removed) was paszed around to give all an idea of
what & Hleppy dick is, and & few questions were answered by James,  Member
Frenl Cooper reported an interest in obtaining roll type paper for use in a
printer, citing a supplier who can provide 2 case of 101b paper for $40,
Aryene interested in using this paper should rontact Brent. Lee Deforest
tuformed the growp MICROpendium prices will be increasing, co if you
suberribe, be aware of this. He then announced to the membere thet soone
renensle are due, Pleace contact tee or Bill to renew your mecberehip, A
brief BUY, GSELL, BSWAP ceccion wac held, followed by the break. The meeting
resuped, with Phil Chappell passing & list cartridges around the group, asking
ber help in beilding his cartridge library. Fhil is currently on an endless
muest to obtain ALL T1's released vartridges, Ton Collins gave & derp ofF a
prograr developed by TI uwsed to check the speech strings in various rariridge
progrars, during suftware development. Thie program will be placed in the
clut library,  The meeting officially ended and a dish swap/ropy cession was
Yeld, going into overtime. -your substitute secretary - Tom Colline
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It hag beere said that the full meon has ef
is eo wvery true in my ctese,  Hhen 1w
nencletter, nut oply was it & full rocny but a
couidn't believe my own sars, Had 1 lost i
have never depe anything Hite thie, 0 roald no
tike this, no! even in my vildest dresme,

Let'e cee now, 1 recieved my THFIE from sy father and foroa i
it saley for games, 1 ogot brave and bought the TH/Uriter then almost gave op.
Everytime 1 purchased a new progran, for come strange reasow my instructioes
vere either not complete, or in some cases just plain untrue, Frustration and
a whole lot of wasted hours were spent trying to run what sounded iike simpis
prograss, 1 called T1 so often that I should have put  their nueber on ey
phone’s sute dialer. No longer did 1 enjoy citting dowr infront of ry
computer, it felt more like 1 was beipg =ent to the rcormer for punishment.
Then, &s in mest cob stories, there care the silver lining of ny dark
thundercloud in the form of The Net99er Club, Out of the blue Lee Deferest
called to inform de about the Club. 1 mever knew there was one. 1 had neves
attended any type of user club before, so thiz wss & new experience for ge, |
#as in the procese of looking for 2 different cosputer so 1 attended & few
other computer user club meetings. I honestly feel thet we have the best Clul
around.,  We certainly have the rost dedicaled Frecideat, James Crosson, |
have decided to keep and upgrede my 71, 1 ordered the 9640 knowing thal
have friends tloze by that will be there for me when | need help. Berause o

1 the help I have recieved fren Lee, and from the nererous tiges James  hac
hEIped mey, 1 feel that this ic a way 1 can help contritete to the Clubh, To re
this will be & great challenge and 1 beg, on my knees if need be, everyone to
please help me in any way possible. Whether it be in the form of an article,
or hints on how I could do something different or better in the future, o
even 1f it is just your input-good or bad. Please bear with me. 1 would Hike
to also thank Tom Collins for &ll his time and pstience, and I hope 1 will br
gble to remember most of, if not &ll of everything he has told me, -Barbare
Hacsey~ Editor

- bes

SHART OuEdtm) 24000 HODEM
Froduct Review by Art Byers
Central Westchester 977ers

The Dilemma? To Buy or not to Buy?

COMFUSION REIGNED!! Like the many computer owiers who use modems, 1 have
been tempted to move up from 1200 to 2400 baus but have held off not only
berause 2400 baud modems were ewpensive, but alss, strangely encugh, becausa
prices have been dropping rapidly. 1 did not went te buy a modem and find in
2 few weeks that the coest had been reduced by 25, 30 or even more!

A year ago, 2800 baud modems cost from $300 to $390.  Now they cost fron
120 to $300. Had pr ites uzt brtton?? Would they start up again? Were the

--~FAGE 4---



anits at the low priced end of the cpectrum "stripped out" scdels with few
features? In addition, seil crder ads chowed mayhe ten different brand names.
ahicn was the best? Length of quarantees varied from 90 days to § yeers. Soge
hat spetial error screening called "MHP".  Sone were "upgradable’ to 4800 baud
ar gsen 98600 beud, BUT - BES'c and cervices were not offering 4800 baud, and
therz was no agreement on & 9500 baued protocol,

Having decided that 2400 baud mcden prices were about as low as they were
going to get, what with chip prices ricing daily and the dollar cetill
dropping, |1 gtartsd & pretty thorough cearch, - resding adverticepente,
phering tell free "BOO" nupbers and aciing questione. Fimally 1 zerued in on
the SHART ONE{tm} 2400X external noden for ceveral reasons. The three most
tuportant were the price {1 paid $119 plus chipping and bhandling, $128
delivered), the fact that, except for the toggle onfoff cwitch, it is
cuapletely colid etate, and it came with 2 two year guarantee.

Ialeo selected the SNART ONE{tn) because it had & wmiriade of options.
The best of the featwree is thet all switch cettings are done by means of
neavolatile RAN via either the command stite or software cosmand programming.
ihic seans once you configure the sodes with the AT commands, the non-velatile
“EN stores the info and reloads it on powerup. Changing & switch setting is
s zagy &5 typing one short line of characters which is they way it is done.
The non-velatile RAM also can hold one telephone nusber of up to 40 characters
that will be abto dialed on the ATS coamend.

I have had my Fi11 of poking in the quts of circuit boards, the rear end
of sudews, etc, with a ball point pen to flip dip switches each tine a piece
of suftware demanded a change in DTR or DCD status. 1 did not trust those
little switches, How many times could they be thrawn before their tiny
contacte wore out. Gometimes they had a stiff action. What would be involved
to replace one if it broke? So you can see why a 100) solid state modem was of
intesecet,

The GMART OMECtm) is & truly powerful piece of equipment. It has {3
progranseble registers, seversl of which are bit mapped, which neans you are
prigiansing up to 7 items within those registers. There are over 32 factory
set defaulte that can be changed ac needed. Al this is most usually done
fron the rcommand state.  Obviously, without a good clear and well written
sahualy we would be unable to do more then arcept the factory defaults as set
ohooepEning  the box.  That  would be good enough for meny uses ac the modes
wCrked, out of the box, with both TELCD and FAST-TERM with only one change in
the factory defaulte, cetting the dial eveten from tone to pulse as T do not
neve Lnch tone disling.

Manuale are one of the prigary ways 1 judge & piece of equipsent or
weeful eoftware,  The more powerful the item, the grester the necessity for an
cavetlent wanual,  This manual is pver 70 printsd pages. It ic wery well
ciganized epd written with clarity. There just 15 not enough space available
to yainte the full details of everything the ranual covers. 1 can't squeeze
70 peges of conciee informastion into = 2 page review. However, vou should
noa that you cen adjust anything and everything frow your beybosrd,  This
covers the velume of the loudspesher, type of diel, pause tines, moden
vioioaly Tarrier detect response time, minber of rings before ancwer, etr, el
and more ete, Tt will have to suffice to cay thet everything you need, with




one exception, is in this fine manual, 1 have never owned a Hayes Modem, but
judging from the menusl, the SMART ONE(ta) ic FULLY Hayes compatable. Al the
rodews 1 oened in the past were only PARTLY Hayes conpatable and 1 never
realized the how many many MANY extre useful features were omitted, How 1
have them all. 1 may never use sume, but they are there to be had if 1 ever
need then.

The wmenual has one flew, Tu sy imsence surprise, there it no diagram or
explanation of the pin infout of the modes's F5232 port, Mo RS232 device 1
have ever puschased, before thie, ever left out this neceesary information.
Therefore, for those of you who may buy this moder because of oy
recoahendztion, here are the connections to the T1-99/4R RS232 port #t:

2400 TI-99/4¢

R332 3573241

PING PI
T I BAFETY GROUND
Jemmmmmmneee 3

L-TY AND RX DATA

S — 2/
frmmmmmmsmans 20 T1 RECEIVED DR
§e-n-m=-m-=----5 CLEAR T0 SEND

S 7 LOGIC GROUND

I was nc technical genius to figure this out, this was the pin in/out for
sy old 12040 baud modem and it works just fine here. The pin | to pin ! safety
ground it probebly not really needed in order for the modem to work, but just
the fact thel it is called the "safety” ground should tell you  comething.
That's my word to the wise for today!!

In sddition, the SHART GHE{ts) hac two self tect festures, & speaker, to
enable you to audibly monitor call progress, with velume control that s
adjusted from the command state AT comasends, & full set of front panel LED's
to tell you what is happening. To top it &ll off, Tt cene with & free
Compuserye sigi up kit that haz $15 in free connect time PLUS on disk
BITCOM(tn) conmunications software for 1BM/compatable computers.  That alss
has & thick manual.

1 an zetremely cpleaced with this zodes. It's & profescional piece of
eGuipnent that is huge leaps and bounds ahead of any nodes ['ve had in the
pestoand i1 cost less than ay  first 1200 baud modem, - AHD -ac of this
wraling, You can't beat the price.

MAMUFACTHIER: Beet Date Products Inc.
907 Hohle fue
Yan Nays, LF FH41H

Hote fenm the Editors The prices listed in thic article are not cwrrent,
g0 pleace contact the manufacturer for ihe best price.  Thanke!

“ PRI g
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