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HEY! LOOK AT THIS!!

Now that I have your attention,
thought I would fill you in on what’s
going on this month,

First, as most of you know, we have
the Supercart kits availible for $15.00
each. This comes with everything you
need to build a Supercart, except the
module and Editor Assembler GROM.
If you would like one of these babies,
just bring an unused module that has
foil "fingers" on both sides of the
plug in board (TI-Invader) to the July
meeting. We will have soldering and
desoldering stuff as well as a few
tools to help you construct your very
own Supercart.

Editor Assembler GROM’s will be
availible for $3.60. Hopefully the
library will have its disk of Supercart
programs availible for its normal fee.
So here’s your big chance in the
’Computer Hardware Customization’
market. (No Al, how many times do I
have to tell you, it’s the other end of
the iron you grab).

Second, as was implied above, we did
receive our GROM order. If you
ordered any of these things, they will
be at the meeting. We currently have
about twenty extra Editor Assembler
GROM:s. If you ever wanted an E/A
module without spending the bucks
for one, you can turn any old module
in an E/A for $3.60. What a deal.

OK, now for the money part.

Beginning balance $404.51
June expenses 470.42
June income 318.42

Current balance $252.51

That’s it. See ya at the mceting.
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OH, WHAT SHALL WE DO?

BY AL KINNEY, WORDPLAY EDITOR

DILEMMA: According to my Funk &
Wagnalls this is a condition which
causes ulcers by presenting numerous
options, while not offering any
CLEAR choices.

Well, maybe Funk & Wagnalls didn’t
say that, but, nonetheless I think it
describes the condition we TI’ers are
currently facing. Suddenly, after a
long drought we have many options
for cxpanding our system hardware,in
particular, memory boards. of
course, you probably already know all
of this, unless you’ve been in prison,
or have becn living under somebodies
porch for the last couple of months.

Even so, I'm going to muddy the
water a little bit more by trying to
discuss some of these options. First,
there have recently been relecased a
number of memory boards that would
provide functions such as RAM disk
and/or print spooler operation. The
companies are diverse, including
MYARC on the East coast, CORCOMP
on the West <coast, and NEW
HORIZONS in the Centeral states.

As if that were not choice enough,
consider that there are still lots of
FOUNDATION 128K cards still
banging around, a few
MORNINGSTAR 128K cards and
maybe even a few of which I'm
unaware,

Then, add in the special boards like
the one being marketed by RYTE
DATA that will add RAM and GRAM,
the GRAM KRACKER from Miller’s
Graphics, and you have a real
Mulligan stew brewing.

Then, just when you think you may
have madc a selection from this
plethora, you have to take into
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account future compatibilty. This
may be THE most important issue to
consider based on the recent "formal”
announcement by MYARC of their
new addition, the GENE’VE.

This computer-on-a-card system will
add 640K of operating memory, with
the option of adding another 2
MEGABYTES. The only hook to this
nifty deal is, apparently the only
memory options it will work with,
are those manufactured by MYARC.
[NOTE: See the accompanying article]

In the past, I have made some noise
about this 1issue, but I think the
approach MYARC has taken for
memory expansion is a reasonable
one. They seem to have gone to
considerable effort to allow the use
of TI and CORCOMP disk controllers,
and RS-232 interface cards, as well as
their own. I suspect the reasons for
requiring the use of their memory
board are techincal, based on their
particular technology. Or at least, I
hope it is. In a market that is as
fragile as the TI based home
computer one is, I don’t believe we
can tolerate several different
standards for hardware. The only
forseeable result of demanding brand
specific purchases would be the
driving out of future purchasers to a
less restrictive market (i.e., IBM or
APPLE))

But, back to the issue at hand, which
if you will recall, was how to choose
from among at least four or five
memory add-on boards that promise
to do different things for you. First,
consider your particular requirements.

For instance, do you do a LOT of
programming and hacking or do you
primarily use your system for
productivity things like using
Multiplan and TI Writer?



Or maybe you just like to do a
variety of things like all of the above
and play a few games, and do some
telecommunications.

If you are really into programming
and breaking the TI's operating
system, you will probably have
already decided which option fits
your necds best, and that might be
the GRAM KRACKER or GRAM
KARTE. If, on the other hand, you
arec more of the multiple use group,
you might want to consider one of the
boards that will provide RAM DISK
and PRINT SPOOLER utilities.
MYARC, CORCOMP and NEW
HORIZONS all fit the bill, with the
variations appecaring to be primarily
the software that accompanies the
boards.

Now, I can see it coming, I'll get the
heck kicked out of me for
oversimplifying it like that. But since
I haven’t had my hands on EITHER
of the three, I really can’t speak from
experience, only observation. The one
memory expansion board I have had
my hands on, has been the
MORNINGSTAR 128K. This is built
and sold right here in the Portland
area, and Scott Swenson, the President
of MORNINGSTAR Software donated
one for the use of the PUNN Bulletin
Board. Although the board is not
currently bundled with any software,
the potential uses are enough to stir
the imagination! In the period of
time that I've had the board in my
system while developing the new BBS
software, Mike King and I have
conceived of and created about 30
routines to take advantage of the
additional memory (I ask and Mike
creates.)

While the actual implementation is
still pending, you’ll be able to see
some examples of those techniques at
the next meeting. The main thing I
wanted to point out, though, was that
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the construction and use of this card
is such that it should be totally
compatible with ANY other boards
that will work in your P-Box.

Whatever your ultimate choice is, talk
to some of the knowledgeable people
in the Users Group before you make
your purchase, and maybe you’ll pick
up some valuable ideas before
plunking down your hard-earned cash!

THE PUNN PROGRAM FOR
JULY

By Martin Crommie

The PUNN program for july will be a
discussion by our own Al Kinney on
the ins and outs of Extended Basic
programming, using subroutines,
assembly language routines and other
whizzy things with an emphasis on
the new PUNN BBS program. We will
sec some of his and Mike Kings
innermost programming secrets.
DON'T MISS THIS ONE.

ok dkdkokokdkkokdkkokokok ok kkkkok

Look for a new Terminal Emulation
program from Paul Charlton (of
FAST-TERM fame) due out soon.

Aok ok o Aok s ok e o e ok ke ok ko ek ok sk

If anybody wants one, there is a 99/8
to be had, but make sure that your
offer is above $1000.00

eale o ke o ke o e o ok o e e o deoke ek ok sk ok ok

A new version of a disk-copy type
program due out soon. The new
version will have selective copy
option.




MYARC GENE’VE 9640 FAMILY
COMPUTER

[Editor’s Note: Although this really
begins to sound like a commercial
message, I felt the news value was
worthy of coverage. This information
was downloaded from
COMPUSERVE, and is reportedly the

specifications for the MYARC
computer. The information that was
downloaded also contained

information about where you could
order such a product, and stated that
the retail price planned for it was
$495.00. However, if you were a
member of the COMPUSERVE TI
Forum, the pricc was only $415.00!
Not a bad discount, I'd say. Now if
the product really does make it...]

The following are the capabilities of
the new Gene’ve computer as written
in the Myarc literature:

* 99/4(A) compatible. Runs
over 100 existing TI cartridge
programs.

* 99/4(A) compatible. Runs
over 95% of all assembly language
programs & utilities.

* Basic 3.0

* TI-Writer & Multiplan will
have a full 80 column displays.

* Faster, by at least 2-3 times.

* Larger, Standard 640K RAM,
2 Megabytes addressable RAM, Myarc
memory card compatible with Myarc
512K card, supplies 1.1 Megabytes
RAM.

* IBM Type keyboard included.

* Phone type cable, replaces
old Hex Bus cable.

* Mouse Support.
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* Separated Function keys.

* Incredible graphics
capabilities.

* Composite video output as
well as RGB Output.

* 40 /80 column display.
* Joystick port.

* Compatible with existing
peripheral cards:

Disk controllers:

Myarc, TI, Corcomp.
RS232 Cards:

Myarc, TI, Corcomp.

* Myarc memory expansion
cards add directly to RAM
(modification required)

* Two megabytes addressable
memory.

¥ 128K VDP RAM Memory

* True hardware utilities for
Sprites, Fills, Lines, Data Moves.

* TI 9995 Processor Chip -
Running at 12 MHz

¥ 256 Bytes ULTRA High
Speed on Chip RAM.

* Pre-fetch on instructions
* Post-store on instructions

* Sound compatible and
expandable

* Speech included
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CRICKET’S CORNER
BY Cricket Raybern, President

I was rccently accused of using my
computer for something USEFUL! I
must admit, it is true. However, it is
also true that I have been using my
computer for several just plain FUN
things as well.

It is almost impossible to keep up
with all of the new programs which
have become available these last few
months. If you haven’t been coming to
mectings and using our Bulletin Board
you are missing out!

If you don’t have the hardware to use
the BBS, the files which have been
uploaded to the Board are available
from the PUNN library. I challenge
each of you to try something NEW
this next month. If you don’t have a
full system the library will put
programs on cassette tape for you.
There are many programs which don’t
require a full system. If you do have
a full system..what new programs
have you tried lately?

Whether your pleasure is
graphics/digitized pictures, cataloging
all of your discs, music, games or
hard-core programming... we have new
programs just for you in our PUNN
library. Come to the meeting to
LEARN and SHARE, that’s what
PUNN is all about..we NEED and
WANT you!

Hope to see you on July 1,

%"% Cricket %"%
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GENIAL TRAVELER
{From the Cleveland Area 99/4A Users Group}

Have you ever wished that the TI had
a magazine on a disk, just like the
"big boys"? We DO! And it only costs
$5 per issue, instead of the $12-15 you
scc at the magazine stands. It is
called the GENIAL TRAVELER, and
is published by Barry Traver, who is
noted throughout the TI world for
some of his innovative programming.
He is also a sysop on COMPUSERVE.

Two issues have been published, and
2 "bonus" disks have been sent with
apologies for his being unable at this
time to meet a regular publication
date. It should be noted that Mr.
Traver is publishing this diskazine as
a project, so, irregular publication
dates should, in no way, be compared
to other "commercial" publications,
with which we are all too familiar.

You can obtain a 6-issue subscription
for $30.00 Each issue consists of a
"flippy" with both sides packed with
tutorials, general information and
programs. The first bonus disk
contained the programs MASTER
CATALOG, TK-WRITER and FAST-
TERM, which came with the first
issue in the latter part of December.
The second issue came in March, and
the second bonus disk came the end
of April, which contained
FUNLWRITER and DMI1000, V.3.1.
Many of you already have benefitted
from this bonus disk as these
programs were immediately made
available to the librarians.

The address is:
GENIAL TRAVELER

835 Green Valley Drive
Philadelphia, PA 19128
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Artist’'s Companion

A winner for Tl-Artist fans

By R. PETROCONE

Recently Inscebot, Inc. released ver-
sion 2.0 of their TI-ARTIST drawing
program.

Along with many added features
were options to utilize instances and to
load and display different character
sets. Instances are sections of larger
pictures which can be saved or loaded
independently of the master picture,
similar to the clipboard of GRAPHX,
with the exception that an instance in
TI-Artist can be of any size .unlike
GRAPHX which has four set sizes.
The alphanumeric entry options allow
you to load character sets of any size or
content. Once a character set is loaded
a print text option allows you to enter
text and display it anywhere on the
screen.

Artist’s Companion allows you to
benefit from these two powerful func-
tions without having to do any work
beforehand.

Performance: Artist’s Companion
comes on five single sided/single densi-
ty diskettes and consists of 25 character
fonts, 30 large instances of varied sizes
and 160 40x40 pixel instances of
everything imaginable from houses to
teddy bears.

The first two diskettes are occupied
by the character fonts. The character
fonts vary in size from 7 pixels to 32
" pixels high with the average in the mid
twenties. All character sets have upper-
case and most have punctuation and
numerals. Two character sets have a
lower case.

The character fonts are really ex-
cellently done and have a good variety.
of styles. These are worth well the en-
tire purchase price by themselves.
There is Far East, Script, Tech, IBM,
3D and many more very useful styles .
Also included are two very novel styles,
Cho Cho and Plane. The Cho Cho font
includes a steam train engine, caboose,
and cars with the different letters on
them. The Plane font has a plane with
letters which form a banner pulled by
the plane.

PeVviBEWw

Report Card

Performance .................. A
EaseofUse.................... A
Documentation ................ A
Value.............ciiivennnnn, A+
Final Grade................... A

Cost: $17.50 ($1.50 postage)
Manufacturer: Texaments, 53 Center
Street, Patchogue, New York, 11772.
Requirements: Console, monitor or
television, expansion memory, Editor/
Assembler, Mini-Memory, Extended
BASIC, TI-Writer, CorComp
manager, or Myarc Disk Controller;
disk system; TI-Artist Ver 2.0;
joysticks and printer optional.

The instances are stored on the last
three diskettes with the third having the
large instances and the fourth and fifth
having the smaller standard sized in-
stances. The large instances on the
average fill about a quarter of the
screen and as with the rest of this

package are beautifully done. Some of
the instances include a horse, clown,
bird and even Dumbo and Mickey
Mouse.

Most of the final 140 instances,
while not as intricately done as the
larger intances, are obviously well
thought out objects that someone
might require when drawing a picture,
an amazing array of pictures that any
amateur artist might need. You name
it, it’s there, a house, car, cat, bicycle,
computer, flower, several trees and
many more.

Ease of Use: Both the character
fonts and instances couldn’t be easier
to use. For instances all that must be
done is to type in the filename and then
move the window. Text printing is
done the same way except that you
must enter the text you wish to have
printed. This entire process is tho-
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roughly explained in the TI-Artist in-
struction manual.

Documentation: The documentation
is included on two pages and is mainly
a reference document. It lists the disk
number and filename (what the
character set or instance is) and for
character sets it lists its height in pixels
and the characters included in the set.
The author of each character set or in-
stance is also listed. The documenta-
tion also gives the manufacturer’s war-
ranty which allows for the replacement
of any diskette within 60 days for $2
with original diskette and dated sales
receipt.

Value: Each diskette works out to
cost only $3.80 each including postage.
The amount of work which gees into
each of these diskettes can go without
saying. And their usefulness, well, if
you're using TI-Artist for anything
they can’t help but be helpful.
Definitely one of the best values on the
market.

(Since writing the review, Petrocone
has joined with Dave Rose, author of
Artist’s Companion, in producing Ar-
tist’s Companion #2  for
Inscebot.—Ed.)

User groups may buy
videotape on Miller

The Front Range 99er Computer
Club of Colorado Springs has made a
VHS tape of Craig Miller
demonstrating and discussing products
from his company, Millers Graphics.

According to Joe Nuvolini of the
group, Miller demonstrates the Millers
Graphics’ Explorer, GRAM Kracker,
Night Mission and DISKASSEMBLER
and discusses his new keyboard inter-
face.

Nuvolini said the videotape is
available to other users groups for $15
plus $2 postage and handling, payable
by certified check or money order.

Orders may be placed with the Front
Range 99er Computer Club, P.O. Box
9572, Colorado Springs, CO 80932.







DISCLAIMER

The Portland Users of Ninety Nines (PUNN) is a
non-profit organization, not affiliated with, nor
sponsored by TI and has no relationships with them,

implied or otherwise.

Mention of a company or product is not to be
construed as an endorsement by PUNN, unless
specifically stated otherwise.

PUNN is not a subsidiary or branch of any other
Users Group, and any relationship that we may
have with other groups shall be on the basis of
equals.

Neither PUNN nor its officers may be held liable for
any damages arising as a result of information

contained herein.
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