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TI World and
Local News

Compiled by Jim Ely

Here is an item that came to my
attention after our ncwsletter was
already in the mail.

THE TIGERCUB NUTS &
BOLTS DISKS

What are they? The Nuts & Bolts
Disks are collections of 100 or
more subprograms in merge for-
mat, ready to merge into your
own programs.

And what does that mean? Well,
TI-99/4A Extended BASIC al-
lows the use of user-written sub-
programs. And what are
subprograms? You know them
well. CALL COLOR, CALL
SOUND, CALL HCHAR —
those are all subprograms which
arc built into the BASIC lan-
guage. You can wrilc your own
subprograms, to do anything that
Extended BASIC is capable of,
and tack them onto the end of
your program to be CALLed
whenever you need them.

The variables used in a sub-
program are entirely scparate
from those used in the main pro-
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gram, therefore librarics of utility
subprograms can be developed in
MERGE format, and MERGEd
into any program without con-
flict.

The Nuts & Bolts Disks are
libraries of such subprograms.
Therc are 3 disks containing a
total of 348 subprograms which
have been consccutively line-
numbered with high line numbers

so that they will not overwrite
your program line numbers, and
so that any number of them may
be MERGEd into a program
without overwriting cach other.

Each disk is accompanicd by
several pages of printed
documentation, cxplaining the
use of cach subprogram and list-
ing a short demo routine which
you can kcy in, run, and expcri-
ment with.

The programmer will find these
disks truly invaluable. Evenif you
have the skill and ingenuity to
develop these routines for your-
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sclf, wouldn’t you rather just pay
five cents apicce for them?

The Nuts & Bolts Disks originally
sold for $19.95 cuch, later
reduced to $15 cach. They arc
now available for just $5 cach,
postpaid. If supplics of printed
documentation arc cxhausted, it
will be suppliecd on disk. Order
from Tigercub Soltware, 156 Col-
lingwood Avc., Columbus, OIIl
43213

COMING NEXT MONTH

In the September issuc of VAST
News we will begin a scrics en-
titled NEW AGE 99 written by
Jack Sughruc. BE WATCHING
FORIT! '

Complete T1-99/4A Computer
System with Expansion Box,
RS232 Card, Double Sided
Drive, Color Monitor, Appx. 30
Carts. Software: 70+ Disks full of
Programs, Scveral Joysticks,
Cartridge Expander, Speech Syn-
thesizer (w/TE), Dot Matrix
Printer, 1200 Baud Pro Modcm,
All Cables, All Docs., All in
Working Ordcr. Ready To Run.
All for only $400.00!! Call Tom
Long at 993-8918 or leave a note
on the BBS.
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Important Ballot

This issue of VAST News is on
the order of a week earlier than
normal. Enclosed with this issue
is your official ballot for voting
for the proposed changes to the
Group Constitution and the
adoption of a set of bylaws. The
entire text of the Constitution
and bylaws is published in this
issue starting on page S. The bal-
lot should be marked and
returned to the group Secretary,
cither by mail to reach him
BEFORE Saturday, August 11th,
or brought with you to the meet-
ing and presented before the bal-

VAST USER GROUP
MEETING

AUGUST 11, 1990

Pyle Adwuilt Res,
Comter
63838 B Sowtherm
Avenus
Tempe, A%

PLEASE VOTE!

lots are counted at the meeting.
Duplicate ballots will not be
available, so don’t loose the one
you get with this newsletter.

New Version of TIPS

Ron Wolcott has released ver-
sion 1.6 of the ever popular TI
Print Shop (TIPS). Improve-
ments include the speed-up of
almost all printing, the quicker
loading of TIPSFONT files
(which have been restructured),
and new CARD, CALENDAR
and BANNER features. Several
new fonts are also included.

This version has recently been
uploaded to the VAST BBS by
Mike Marfisi and is currently
available for downloading.

Public Domain Software
On Cassette

As you may know, work has
begun on a project to transfer
many programs that are currently
available on disk to cassette tape.
You may not know that a lot of

EAS programs will load and run
from cassette if some kind of 32K
memory has been added to the
console (either the P-Box 32K,
side-car 32K or a modified con-
sole with 32K). Also many
BASIC and Extended BASIC
programs will work when loaded
from cassette.

Jack Sughrue, who writes an ar-
ticle reproduced in several
newsletters called IMPACT 99, is
spearheading a project to trans-
fer the programs to cassette. Also
the MANNERS User Group
started a similar project several
years ago which is now being revi-
talized. Ac these nrojects
progress, I'll keep you informed.
Barry Traver will also be keeping
tabs on the projects and report-

See "NEWS,"
Continued on page 9
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VAS T User Group Informeation

The VAST Computer User Group is a support
group for the TI-99/4A Home Computer and com-
patables, but all computer users are welcome. We
meet at the Pyle Adult Recreation Center in Tempe
on the second Saturday of every month. This
month’s meeting is on August 11th. The business
meeting starts at 10 a.m. with socializing starting at
9 a.m.

The yearly group membership fee is $15 which
includes this newsletter mailed to your door!

Our meetings are open to all. Only dues paying
members may vote, hold offices or chair commit-
tees, or use the club library.

CURRENT OFFICERS

PRESIDENT
Mike Grogan........... 272-4315
VICE PRESIDENT
JmEly............ Unpublished
SECKETAKRY/FREASURER
Mike Marfisi. . . ......... 491-1552
LIBRARIANS
Hazel & Wallace Knight . . .938-5446
NEWSLETTER EDITOR
JmEly............ Unpublished
BBS SYSOP
LeoBaker............. 931-9010

Memberships now all expire on December 31. Per-
sons joining in any given month will have their
memberships pro-rated to the end of the year.
Address renewals to VAST User Group, ¢/o 1425 E.
Del Rio Drive, Tempe, AZ 85282.

The VAST Computer User Group BBS is in opera-
tion 24 hours a day. The phone number is (602)
433-2767. The board is setup per the guidelines
established by the BBS committee. The software
should be familiar to those of you who used the
board before the last sysop changed it. It is
PCBoard.

Don't be shy. Give it a tryl

Deadline for submission of materials for this
newsletter is the first Saturday of the month.
Materials may be submitted in any form, but the
preferred method is by modem uploaded to the
VAST Computer Users Group BBS. Please leave a
message to the current newsletter editor so he
knows the file is for him.

ADVERTISING RATES
COMMERCIAL

FULL PAGE . ... $12.00
HALF PAGE ... .$ 7.00
QTR. PAGE ....$4.00

PERSONAL

PLEASE NOTE CHANGE IN POLICY
There is NO CHARGE to MEMBERS for
advertising. Non-members will be charged

$1.50 per ad.

ALL RATES ARE FOR ONE ISSUE ONLY!

Software programs are available from the User
Group library at the following rates:

SS/SD disk . . . .$ 2.00
DS/SD disk . . . $ 4.00

If a copy of documentation is required, a charge of
$.10 per copy page will be made. If the group
supplies the disk, add $1.00 to the above charges.
We do have an exchange program for new software
added to the library. Contact the librarian for fur-
ther details.

DISCLAIMER: The VAST Computer User Group
can assume NO responsibility for the accuracy of the
information in this newsletter or for programs or
construction projects tried by its members or others.
YOU try them at your OWN RISK! Any material
herein may be republished by other user groups so
long as credit is given to the ORIGINAL sources.

August 11, 1990
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Page 3

SECRETARY’S SLATE

MINUTES

VAST COMPUTER USER GROUP
JULY 14, 1990

The monthly meeting of VAST COMPUTER
USER GROUP was held on Saturday July 14, 1990
at the Pyle Adult Recreation Center in Tempe. The
meeting was called to order by President Mike
Grogan at 10 a.m. He then introduced two guests
and prospective members; Ms. Raye Barth and Mr.
Cliff Fiveland. Cliff has been a member of VAST in
the past.

The minutes of the June meeting were approved as
published in VAST News. The Treasurer’s report was
read and accepted. Mike Grogan asked that from
this point on we not publish the club bank account
balance in the minutes. These minutes are published
in the newsletter and it was felt that this information
should not be published outside the group. There-
fore the minutes will no longer contain the
treasurer’s report figures.

Mike Marfisi mentioned that the cost of printing
our newsletters has started to become a real burden
on the treasury. Dan Shell said that if we could
supply the paper and get the copy to him soon
enough, he would be glad to try to copy them at his
work. It was decided that if Mike Marfisi can’t copy
them at his work, we would try to get the copy to
Dan for him to copy.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
BBS ...SysOp absent. No report.

Mike Grogan pointed out that our club now has an
RS232 that fits into the P-Box. Jack Workman has a
side car RS232. It was felt that the club would be
better served if we had the side car mount one for
those who wanted to try the BBS but did not have a
P-Box. A motion was made and seconded to trade
the club internal RS232 to Jack Workman in ex-
change for his side car version.

Mike Grogan mentioned that one of the half height
drives the club owns is a quad density drive and is
having some problems operating in the club system.
The only member in the group that could use the
quad density capability is Mike Marfisi with his
HFDC. Mike Marfisi will investigate the possibility
of exchanging one of his DSDD drives for the quad
density club drive.

LIBRARY ...no special report

Mike Marfisi reported that he is sending for the
video tapes of this years LIMA UG TI Fair to add
to the library. These are tapes of the lectures and
demos presented at the fair.

Mike Marfisi also mentioned that there may soon be
a source of public domain software available on
cassette tape. He will keep us informed as develop-
ments occur.

PUBLICITY ...Chairman absent. No report.
CONSTITUTION

Mike Marfisi presented the proposed constitution
and bylaws to the group and made a motion that the
present constitution be amended to reflect the chan-
ges as presented. The motion was seconded. A vote
will be taken at the August meeting after the con-
stitutionally required notice is given and ballots
distributed.

PROGRAM

The program for the August meeting will be ademo
on optical scanners presented by Dan Shell and Jim
Ely

OLD BUSINESS

POSTER CONTEST

Bud reported that we have 3 entries so far. The

See "SECRETARY'S SLATE,"
Continued on page 9
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Member Profile

This month’s member profile is
of Tan McGregor who comes all
the way from Casa Grande, AZ
to attend our meetings.

lan McGregor

In one sentence, he is an un-
employed Canadian engineer
who moved to Arizona at the
beginning of 1989 and he "can
swim in a University library like a
fish 1n the ocean.”

In more detail, he was born in
Edmonton, Alberta, grew up in
Ontario, Canada (Toranto, Ot-
tawa, Hamilton) and spent the
last ten years (his married life) in
Buffalo, New York.

Harry McGregor

He and his wife Ellen have an 8
year old son, Harry (pictured
also), with limitless ambitions for

the TI system. He wants a
Geneve, a laser printer (with
color), an analog monitor and
every TI cartridge ever produced!
Harry subscribes to MICROpen-
dium Magazine (although Ian is
the one who reads it) and official-
ly Harry owns their entire system.
Harry is fond of the user group
meetings as long as he can bring
his entire system with him. He
can set up the system by himself.
He wishes there were more
children at the meetings and that
they would bring more of their
equipment and software with
them (Socrates, Nintendo, Sega,
Atari, Etch-A-Sketch Animator,
etc.).

He uses TI-Writer to type in
stories of his own as part of his
school’s Real Life reading pro-
gram. (In school, he uses Magic
Slate on an Apple Ile and a
printer.) He aiso uses a set of
math drill programs (with and
without speech) as his math
homework.

Ian subscribes to Computer Lan-
guage, Dr. Dobb’s Journal and
Scientific American. He buys Byte,
Computer Shopper and Analog
regularly.

Unfortunately, he lost several
Compute books for the TI when
he moved. He does have all of the
99'er Magazines and Home Com-
puter Magazines. He doesn’t
spend enough time programming
to do it as well as some of the
other members but he is very
good at finding information.

From the
Editor’s Desk

Not much to say this month as I
had to get the newsletter ready
several weeks earlier than nor-
mal.

SPECIAL BALLOT

Since the group constitution
stipulates that members be in-
formed of an election or vote for
a change 2 weeks in advance of a
meeting and since we are going to
vote on a constitutional change,
your official ballot and copy of
the proposal are included with
this newsletter. PLEASE, careful-
ly read the group constitution
and bylaws starting on page 5 and
vote on the enclosed ballot. Your
ballot MUST reach the secretary
no later than the start of the
meeting on August 11,1990. You
may mail your ballot back or
bring it to the meeting with you.
Ballots received later will not be
counted and will be discarded.

INTHIS ISSUE

Because of the special ballot, the
only thing included this month is
the member profile of Ian Mc-
Gregor and his son, Harry, on

See "EDITOR’S DESK,"
Continued on page 9
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"MINUTES,"
Continued from page 3

deadline for entries will be July
31st with winners announced at
the August meeting.

NEWBUSINESS

Jim Ely mentioned that he has
one more member biographical
sketch for the newsletter. He
needs more. How about it folks!

The subject of a "family member-
ship" was brought up. It was
pointed out that there was no
provision in the present or
proposed constitution for such
membership. It was also pointed
out that such a membership is
really not needed because we al-
ways welcome guests, and if a
parent was a member, that parent
could use the library and vote so
the kids could gex any programs
they wanted through the mem-
ber. The topic was put off until
after next month for further dis-
cussion.

The topic of our annual picnic
was presented. The group agreed
that we would like to have one.
Hazel Knight agreed to chair a
committee as long as the picnic
was not held during September.
Dan Shell suggested that his wife,
Leslie, would make an ideal can-
didate. The decision will be made
next month.

There being no further business,
the meeting was closed at
11:05AM. A demo of some of the
new developments and software
for the Geneve 9640 was
presented by Jan Klabunde and
Dan Shell.

Respectfully,
Mike Marfisi,
Secretary,
VAST COMPUTER USER
GROUP

"EDITOR’S DESK,"
Continued from page 4

page 4, part 10 of the TI-Writer
help articles on page 10, and the
Disk of the Month description
also on page 10. Should any other
important NEWS happen be-
tween now and the meeting, a
supplemental VAST NEWS
BRIEF will be available at the
meeting. This news brief will
NOT be mailed and will be avail-
able only at the meeting.

UPCOMING MEETINGS

Here is the calendar for the next
two months with our meeting

i SUN MON TUE WED THR FRI SAT

H
2 3 v 5 5 72O
1 10 11 12 13 14 1§

. 15 17 18 1% 20 21 22
S22 M 25 W 27 28 20
030

OCTOBER

1990

SUN MON TUE WED THR FRI SAT

1 2 3 &% § &
7 8 8 10 1 12
14 15
a1 a2

18 17
F L]
3

18 18 20
2§ 26 27

11th.

Jim Ely,
Editor

"NEWS,"
Continued from page 1

ing the progress in COMPUTER
MONTHLY Magazine. This is
great news for cassette only users
of the TI as most other sources
for cassette based software are no
longer available.

BBS Program Being Made
Available

*Colossus* is the BBS program
being run by the Miami User
Group. It is designed to take full
advantage of of a completely ex-
panded TI system which includes
a hard/floppy disk controller. The
system is written in Extended
BASIC with CALL LINKS to As-
sembly Language subroutines
and since it runs on a hard drive,
itis FAST! It is almost complete-
ly self maintaining, which makes
the system very desirable. Main-
tenance will automatically be
done by the system once a month
or can be done at any time on
demand. It also supports all the
standard things you would expect
to find in a BBS. To see how the
system works, call the MUG BBS
at (305) 386-8295. It operates 24
hours a day at 3/12/2400 baud.
There are currently 3 boards
operating using this system.
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T..-WRITER

Part 10

byStan Katzman
Fromthe WEST PENN 99’ers Newsletter

Let’s continue our discussion of dot commands in the
Formatter. The next commands I want to discuss control
the number of lineson a page (.PL __), if youwant to have
the document double or triple spaced (.LS _) and if you
want to skip some lines in your document (.SP ).

Let’s start with (.PL _), the page length command. The
default setting for the number of lines on a page in T.I.
Writer is 66. You cannot have more but you can have less.
To do this, at the start of your document type .PL 60
<enter>.Nowtypeyourdocument. Whenyourdocument
is put through the formatter there will be only 60 lines per
page. If you want 55 just enter 55 in place of the 60 (or
whatever you want to have).

The default setting for spacing in the formatter is single
spacing. If you want your document to be double spaced
ortriple spaced just type .LS2 <enter> at the head of your
documentor .LS 3<enter> for triple spacing.

[fyou want, say, five blank lines, for some reason, in your

document,onaseparate line untoitselftype .SP5<enter>
and the formatter will skip five lines and then continue
printing the rest of your document.

What [ am going to discuss now is a handy feature but not
dot commands. In the beginning of the formatter there is
atime when it says "What Pages (A)," meaning what pages
doyouwant printed from a multipart document. If youjust
press <enter> it will print all pages from 1 to the end. If
you want selected pages printed out, just enter them as
described next. Say we want to print page 6, pages 12
through 15 and 22 to the end, type the following in
response to the "What Pages" question, 6,12-15,22-e and
only those designated pages will be printed out.

As kind of a close out I would like to show you what the
formatting (dot) commands would look like for a docu-
ment to have margins of L 17, R 77, double spaced, right
adjusted and a page length of 58.

JIM17<ENTER>
RM77<ENTER>
.FI<ENTER>
JLS2<ENTER>
AD<ENTER>
.PL58<ENTER>

Try these formatting comrmands and happy "pricessing "

s.k

August Disk Of The Month

Our mid-summer sizzler Disk Of
The Month specials for August will
consist of something practical and
something fun. On the practical side
here are some gooodies to help
around the house.

Disk 1 contains 14 useful programs
including a data base to help keep
track of things like books and
magazine articles. It searches for
entries by key words.

Another program will help you make
anintelligent choice whenit comesto
adoityourself floor covering project.
By asking questions about footage,
total costs etc, it will give you an idea
of the project cost comparing several
materials choices.

by Mike Marfisi

Did you ever have a recipe that tells
you how to make a meal that serves 6
but need to serve 9 or 14 or 2? We
have a program that will convert in-
gredientamountsto fitanynumberof
servings.

Planning on paint a room or the
whole house? How much paint will
youneed? Have nofearthe TIwilltell
you true with a program that takes
yourroommeasurementsand figures
out how much paint you will need to
do the job right.

There are several programs to help
track phone expenses and toll calls
plus a monthly expense and check-
book program. There is even a pro-
gram that will lead you through the
drafting of a simple legal will. Just
remember thatif you use thisone, the
name is spelled M..A.R..F.I.S..I.
Thank you very much!

Disknumber2isthethirdinourbrain
game series. Put on your thinking
caps for a great variety of oppor-
tunities to show your computer who
has the smarts in your family. Several
neat and challenging items here.

Each disk is SSSD and is guaranteed
to be a workable copy. We do not
guarantee the programs. ENJOY.
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