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SCQRETARYS

SATE

URST COMPUTER USERS GROUP
Januarg 13, 1396

‘o order at

The president, Ralph Rees, called the meefin?_ K
ic Library.

1:88 PN, January 13, 183b, at Giendale Pub

First 1tem of discussion uas a neu neeting place as of
March 3,1996. Walt Broun has offered his home. Others
will check some public buildings for openings and
reasonable rates,

Ralph announced that a Disabled 286 clone was donated to
the club by Rl Bristol. This will be used to replace
parts for the UAST BBS system. The first iten to be used
1s a color nonitor in lieu of the monochrome one. Uith

this in place, Sysop Jim Ely 15 able to see the color as
he applies his special magic to our BBS.

The game "irade Wars® is Leing used a great deal on the
B65. Walt broun nade a notion to buy this game in the
nane of Al and Charlie Bristol. This notion was seconded
and passed. It will now join "Eclectic fAve® and "Super

Glots”™ as permanent games that was bought by Keuin and
Ralph Rees for the club.

It was announced that next month 1s the FEST WEST '96 and
if you bDuy 8 iottery ticKet for the many prizes, a free
door ticKet 1s received. The UAST has a table reserved
for this event.

Ralph a1§c reported he received and uelcomed an enue lope
of items from Bill Gaskil! to be used in the Neusletter,

The Treasurers report was given with a total for the New
Year of $6!2.34 but with BBS and Neusletter expanses out

standing. The annual dues are due as of the January
neeting (nou).

Jack llorkman our Vice President donated a 88 coluan card
to the club and some printer ribbons (from a demised
printer) to Harry Sutton and Al Bradbury. He returned the
club ANS Card and Jim Wayne will have it this nonth. The

AMS card was Ziscussed along w.th new meeting place
opoortunities. The GHusiness oart of the neeting wuas
agd journed.

JAST secretary, Hazel ¥aiant
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BY GHARLIE SRADBURY

The UAST Connection BBS is still going strong. For those
of you who don’t have a noden, or haven't called recently
I will update you on the great features our beloued Sysop,
Jim Ely, has put on the BBS.

First off, he has put a feature on the BBS called a door
menu. On this menu You can choose from a number of ganmes
to play by selecting the nunber beside the desired choice.
Fron there the computer qoes off of the reqular BBS, and
goes in to the game that is on the systen. VYou can play
the gane for the time alloted, then you can looKk at
scoreboards, play-off tables, and your basic info. Then,
shen you Quit the door, or gane, the BBS will close doun
the door nenu and return to the normal BBS. The door menu
consists of Super Slots, TRI-Mail, Real Tine Connect Four,
and nan?, nany other things that will make you want to
stay on line for the rest of the day.

As most of you Know already, there is a Bulletins nenu on
the board too. Recently I have been looking at sone of
these, vhich I don't taKe ?ine to do very often. I have
noticed that just about every time I log onto the board
there is something neu thera, zo those of you who think
that 1t 1s aluays the sane, 1t’s not! The options that
have a star next to them are the cnes that you security
level depends on, :f uou have a low security level you
night not get to read then!

~ The board nou supports three terminal settings Y8 colunn,

38 column ANSI graphics, and RIP Script graphics. Hear
that?, all of you with IBM’s can call tco! I nentioned the

oor nenu above, well you are goinq to need an 88 terminal
orogranm to play those. If you don’t have one already try
ordering Jeff Brown's TERN-86. It will support 88 column
ANSI graphics, and get you playing those games. .

There are also lots of short-cuts to the BBS too! For

exanple, uhen you log on try entering you nane, then a
semicolon, then your passuord( nospace betueen semicolon &

password). It will bypass the prompt to put your password
in and put you right into the BBS. If you uant nore
infornation on uwhat other short-cuts there are drop the
Sysop a note on the BBS and he will help uou out.

see "LHHRLLIC" . oace

. -
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article by B1ll GasKiil
February 1396

OLDIES BUT GOODIES: Flyer time. If uour newsletter editor

has the space, I've sent along 3 flyer this month that is
a copy of the great "high score” nodifications one can
nake to M6's NIGHT MISSION qame. The idea and the
instructions cone fron the ever creative Ray Kazmer, who
will forever be renenbered for wuriting the "auvesone”
WoodstocK Christmas progran.

{Editors note - photo copies of the above fluer will be
available at the February neeting.)

COLLECTING CARTRIDGES - NEi DISCOUERIES: Article by Biil

Gaskill and Jane McAshan, who was a former nember of the
Houston User Group.

As nost 99ers Know, or have at least heard, I enjoy
digging into and ur:ting about most aspects dealing wuith
the history of our computer, but none nore than the

cartridge software that was announced, produced or planned
for {he TI-99/4A. This article, uhich is reprinfed fron

the July 1983 issue of the Houston User Group’s HUb
neusletter, 15 a treasure trove for both history and

cartridge information. The original report uas written by
Jane McHshan, a Houston area computer retailer and
Conputer Rge business ourer, vho was also a member of the
Houston 99ers. My sincerest thanKs go out tc Mr. Richard
LunpKin of the Houston Users Group for prouiding ne wuith
back issues of the club's neusletters so that I could
uncover such jewels as this Mcfshan treasure.

Befucen Jane's article, the alvays welcone assistance of
best friend C;eue Mehr, and my oun never-ending sazarch for
nev Information, I have uncovered severai cartridge
sot tuare products that were announced, but never produced,
and others that the code exists for but that were never
"put in a can” (placed in moduie forn) as Ken Hamai used
to 1iKe to say, and at jeast one other that actuaily did
get produced for European distribution that I had never
heard of. Hope you enjoy the reading.

Bill GasKill Dec 1935

HOUSEHOLD MONEY MRNRGEMENT: I discovered fhis cartridge in

2 brochure made for distribution outside the U.5. It mau
be a Eurapean version of Housens:d suczet Managesent, bub
1 can T tei; +‘rom the photo, he oroocnyure 03 d3ta
.a.u'i..l! u...i '

zep MTUTMACY cage U
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ARTICLE BY BILL

I ©1993 2y BrLL 6ASKILL

CREATING A TI-BASE DATR FILE

To 1llustrate what you will end up with after a file has
been designed and then saved to disk, we will create a
sanple file that uou could use to store data fron back
issues of your User broup neusletter. But before a file
can be created ue will need to have a data disk to store

1t on. So first make sure that you have a neuly formatted
floppy disk available, and {ha{ it 1s in fhe active

DATDISK drive. If you are operating with nultiple drives
you nay do so by loading TI-Base and then {gp1ng in the
FORMAT directive or you nay of course use your favorite
disk manager. Single disk drive ouners cannot access
FORMAT because it is a progran segnent, sonething that we
will discuss in article #7. Hfssuning that you haue the

data disk ready and that you have TI-Base up and running,
‘ron the dot pronpf type in;

CREATE NEWSIDX

CREATE is the directive that is typed in at the dot prompt
to start any neu file. Ees1des E 1n§ in CREATE NEWSIDX
you could also have tuyped in C(RERTE DGKH.NEWSIDX, wuhere

the pound sign 1s the nunber of the disK drive vhere the
file to be naned NEUSIDX is to be created.

dhen you enter CRERTE NEWSIDX the CXtATk screen appears
and displays a nessage that advises you to press the space
bar to change (togqle) the data types 1n a field and that
you need to press <{ENTER> to advance the cursor to the
next field. The CREATE editing line appears as fol lous;

rIELD SESCRIFTOR TVPT WIDTH DEC

Like most traditional data base and file nanagement
prograns, 11-Base subscribes to the field, record, file
fornat. That means that NEWSIDX will be a file, that
contains individual records, and each record will be made
up of from 1-17 fields. R FIELD is the smallest element

of a fiie. [Data collected in fields nake up RECORDs.
Records saved to disk under one structure, uwith one nane,

make up a rilt,

. pags 3

see ToAGKILLT
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THE RACE: This 1s a Pole Position clone wuwritten by
broves when he was running Sof tuare Specialties out of his
hone in Evergreen, Colorado. The code came to ne wvia
Steve Nehr in Thousand 0aks, CA, and the program actualiy
has no title on 1t. There 1s just a 1383 copyright date
and the "Softuare Specialities” name when the game first
boots up. I have no 1dea why the progran was never
produced? Although it lacks some of the nice sounds of the

Atarisoft programn Pole Position, 1t is wvirtually
identical the thé Rtarisoft gane. Perhaps there uere sone
licensingg or  possible  looK-and-feel  {copyright

infringenent) probleas that prevented us from getting this
neat ganme officially released for the TI-99/UR.

REPORT ON THE SUMMER 1383
CONSUNER ELECTRONICS SHOW

Chicago, IL-The 1983 Summer Consumer Electronics Show uas
held here from June 5-3 at McCormicK Place, McCornick
West, and assorted hotels around toun. More than 80,008
visitors uere present for the giant convention to see the
latest and greatest items for audio, video, games and
conmputers...

0f course the i1tens which were of interest to me and the
HUb were at Nclormick Uest. Here there uere 158,888+

square feet of exhibit space devoted to computers and
video ganes. There uere a feu compariies who had booths st
McCornick Place (Rtari, Panasonic), but the ones
displaying the items relating to our computer were at
NcCormick West.

bhen I arrived on Sunday afternoon, the first place I
iooKed tor was the 1I booth, and as you can tell fram the
photo (sorry, I couldn’t duplicate the photo, BG), I
didn’t have to look far! The huge 2-story exhibit was the
first one inside the door of McCormick West. There uas a
large display of assorted softuare, from 1I and their
authorized 3rd party people, Scott-Foresman, Adventure
international, Milton Bradley, Scholastic, Addison-lesley,
Milliken and OLMN Acadenics. TI's nmajor hardvare
announcenent was a Direct Connect Modem compatible wuith
the Hex-Bus for $99.95. There had been nany rumors in the
press, and uere in the Shou [Daily papers {sic), about
other  nev harduare items, however no official
announcenents uere made. 1l has a neu policy in the Hone
Computer Division that they will not announce ANY neu
harduare until they are certain they uill be able to ship
1t within approxinately 68 days. Future announcenents
will not be made solely at the Consuner Electronics Shous,

but at appropriate tines during the year. TI did announce
several neu softuare itens.

w7 ﬂTFT_H TTo 4 - - - o -yt - o m w w ok AR TR
bkl &E;-LE S BaliiTwiolo - 0CzZa3sUt W bid TcdfurEb
actuding;  full screen text editing (24 ¢ 48 character

Yolume 12 Nunmper ¢
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window, B8-character line); 9588 characters stored per

file; add/delete characters or line; moueable copy; upper
and louer case characters; save/load to and from any
storage device; print via the Peripheral Expansion Systen
or Hex-Bus RS-232 to printer; search for desired
information; scroll screen; purge text buffer; and cancel

connands. Requires cassette recorder and MNini Nemory
cartridge. PH] 5183 $18.95

EARLY LOGD LEARNING FUN -- Contains a selection of the
best LOG0 procedures in a fornmat designed for preschool
children (not a scaled down LOG60, but some of the

Lanplighter procedures from the Curricuium Guide, useful
for 2-5 year olds). $39.95

WORD INVASION -- A friendly alien octopus protects her
underwater territory from a screen full of invading wvords
with a magic ring that moues from arm to arm, firing at
approaching words. The player nust match the appropriate
word uith the part of speech that appears below the alien

octopus. Players practice identifying the six major parts
of speech. (ULM Academics). PHM 3169 $39.95

WCRD RADAR -- VYou're a control touer operator scanning for
words in four quadrants, The words appear for a feu
seconds then disappear. VYou must use the radar bean to
scan the quadrants and match the words at the bottom of
the screen wuith one of the words in far quadrants (sic).
H challenging visual nemory and discrimination sKills
builder for players of all ages. {(DLM Academics). PHM

3185 $39.35 (At the DLM booth, they said there will be Y
more word games available within the next year).

NOONMINE -- Vou are the captain of the U.5.5. NoonMine
and your nission is to capture treasures stolen fron

tarth.  Battle against the nighty Zygonaut and his
nenacing creatures to save the world's nost valuable
treasures! R one-player game which tests your sKills in
strateqic planning and quick thinKing. This pacKage was

tfeatured in the Softuare Shoucase at CES. PHM 3131
$33.95.
ONEGGIT -- Save the eggs! Hungry snakes are in the

barnyard, devouring your eggs by the dozen. VYou nust
survive the reptilian atteck and save as nany egqgs as

possible. PHM 3145 $39.95

NUNCHMOBILE -- Not your auverage car! It has aras which you
can use to grab at goodies along the highuay., But don't
torget about fuel...or you uon't have a nice trip. PHN

3146 $39.935

ENTRAPNENT -- You are in command of a space ship that
patrols Earth’s atmoschere. Suddenly, the Earth is under
attack. A leginn of hostile larvae 1s entering the
atmosohere. inese cr2atures turn into rauvenous insects
ang attack tne carth. Unlesz gou iamabilize the creatures

zee "THINLS", page
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WEAERIAT OF FOALS

PART 2 gy Rene’ LeBLANC

In the last issue of "WHEREFORTHS” 1 introduced the 1dea
of the underlying Forth Virtual Machine. Let’s use "FUN"

for short. In this issue, I'1]l begin to introduce sone of
the nain conponents of the FUM.

Rs you nay already Know, the FUN is a stack-oriented
machine rather than a register-oriented nachine., There
are tuo stacks: the Parameter StacK, just called "the
Gtack™ and the Return Stack, called just that. These
stacks are both "LIFD" stacks where the values that are
oushed onto the Stack are normally accessed in the reverse
ordér they were put on. In other words, the Last In is
the First Qut (sort of like trays in a cafeterial.

Whereas we talk of "statenents” or "procedures” or
"subroutines” in other languages, in Forth ue talk about
"words”. f Forth "word" is the Forth equivalent of a
subroutine in other languages. In forth circles, "uord”
is not generally used for a unit of menory. Instead, the
tern "cell” is used to denote a 16-bit memory unit.

Words do most of their data manipulation on the StacK

(Paraneter Stack). They also receive their input
paraneters on the Stack, and they leave their output
results on the Stack.

The Return Stack is used to store the return address uhere
control is to be returned after the word reaches the end
of execution. The Return StacK is also used to store loop
indices during loop execution. The programner can also
use the Return Stack as a temporary location to hold a
value, but he nust aluays clear 1t off before reaching the

cnddnf the word’s execution or before reaching a loop
word.

The nost usual way to define new Forth words is uith the
"colon definition®. Colon (1) 1s a special Forth
"defining” uword that lets you define neu uords as a

sequence of previously defined vords. A semi-colen (;)
indicates the end of a colon definition. In the abstract

XV

is a colon definition defining a neuw word "W" to be the

sequence "X ¥ Z", where X, ¥ and £ are sone previously
def ined Forth words.

ALL Forth words are conpiled into a ™dictionary”, shich is
the Forth object code. In a future i1ssue I will explain
some of the details of how Forth dictionaries are

organized, but for now I oniy uant to introduce 1t as one
ot the FUM’s najor components.

Volume 1¢ Kumber ¢

the e ————————
ELENENTS OF BASIC PART 3

The INPUT statement.

In addition to using the RERD...DATR and LET statements
for entering data into aemory, the INPUT statement allous
values to be entered vhile a program is in progress. When
an INPUT statement is encountered in a running progran,
the computer cannot continue until data has been entered
via the Keyboard.

The following statement demonstrates the format of a
sinpie INPUT statenent:

18 INPUT R

The INPUT statenent causes the computer to sound a “beep”,
print a question nmarK, and vait for data to be entered.
When the ENTER Key is pressed, the program will resume.

The type of data entered at the Keyboard nust correspond
to the type of data specified by the variables in the

INPUT statenent. If the wrong f?pc of data is entered,
the following warning nessege will be displayed:

WARNING:
INPUT ERROR IN 10
TRY RGRIN:

Uhen the input error occurs, the INPUT statement will
autonatically be repeated. As a result, an INPUT
statenent will not allow the program to continue until an
appropriate value has been entered.

The values for several variables can be assigned with a
single INPUT statenent.

¢d INPUT R$,B,C$

ihen responding to this statement, commas nust be used to
separate the data, like this:

TELEPHONE ,814,ARER COOE

The data entered in response to an INPUT statement nust
match the tuype of variable in the same order; that is,
alphanuneric data for wvariables ending with a string
character ($) and numeric data for non-siring variables.

[f the data does not matcn the respective variable in the
INPUT statemen*, a warning message wiii oe displayec.

see “BASIC", page 3
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| 13000B0060H0GHEEH0EHNONONE
X BLOCKBUSTER X

X RUTHOR UNKNOWN X

% URST Neus Uol 12 #2 1336 X
HO0OOEENEENONONONNBHNOBNNN

168 e=] :: _s2 :: CALL CLEAR
:: G0SUB 338
110 fA=@ 11 B=9 12 (= 51 FOR
0= 10 7 :: CALL COLORCD, 16
,8) 33 NEXT D
128 FOR E=3 TO 4 :: CALL COL
ORCE,16,8) 23 NEXT E :: CALL
COLOR(Y, 15,e,11,16,@8) :: CR
LL CLERR :: AS$="FFFFFFFFFFFF
" ¢ CALL CHAR(39,A$,42,R$)
138 CALL CHAR(94,R$,96,A3,97
FFFFFFFFFFEFFFFE™, 114,307
EFFFFFFFF?E3C™)
149 DISPLRY AT(3,4) = *' *?
! 5 % 3 ¥ 3 WM X CRLL CU
LOR(e,13,0,_,7,8) :: DISPLAV
ATCEB,4) : " X X X X X %X X X
f ¥ X" :: DISPLAY nrta;u) :

A A A A A A A M A AA

158 DISPLAY ATCI2,4) ¢ ® » -
A A AAAARARARAY 4§ 1 CHLL
COLOR(B,5,8) :: F=23 :: (={5
1t H=3 1: [=i2 11 J,K=2 1
CALL HCRHAR(F,G,96,3) :: CALL

HCHAR( Y, @,97,3¢2)

168 DISPLAY AT(e,Y4) : "BALLS
3P :8;TAB (17);"SCORE:*;(

178 CALL KEV(e,L,M) :: IF L=
- THEN 188 ELSE IF L=3 THEN
cb8 ELSE 228

166 G=6-- 1 IF G{® THEN G=¢
198 CALL HCHAR(F,Gt-,32,3)
+ CALL HCHARC(F,6,96,3) :: GO
10 229 ‘

ggﬁ G=6t- 1+ IF 6)29 THEN G=
218 CALL HCHAR(F,6--,32,3) @
: CQLL HCHﬂR(F,B,QE,3) |
ccB He=HtJ :1 I=I4K 32 CALL 6
CHARCI,H,N) :: IF N=96 THEN
268 ELSE IF N=97 THEN 278 EL
SE IF N=9Y OR N=39 OR N=42 T
HEN 238

238 IF H(. OR H>38 THEN 258
ELSE IF I{- THEN 260
cid CALL HCHARCI,H,114) :: C
gLL HCHARCI,H,32) 3 6OTO 17
298 J=-J :: CALL SOUND(39,38
8,-) ++ IF I>8 THEN 178
260 K=-% t: CALL SOUND(38.38
4,-3 2 5010 178

Volune 12 Number ¢

e B=B-@ 11 I=]@ 1: H=3 1
FOR 0= 70 588 :: NEXT 0 ::
IF B=[ THEN 310

288 DISPLAY AT(e,4) : "BALLS
1:8;TRB (17);"SCORE™®;C 1
GOTO 178

c39 CALL HCHAR(I,H,32) i: C=
C#21 :: A=A+e :: IF A=45 THE
N CHLL HCHRR(F,B,33;3) R H'
@ :: GOTD 1uB

368 DISPLAY AT(e,e23) s (C
GO0T0 268

318 DISPLAY AT(e,Y) : "BALLS
P:B:TAB (17):"SCORE:":C
CALL HCHAR(.,®,32,568) :: FO
R O=-T08 :: CALL COLORCD, !
6,8) s: NEXT D :: DISPLAY AT
(23,8) : ™ PRESS REDO(R) OR
QUIT(R).”

308 CALL KEVCL,L,M) :: FOR O
=0 T0) 186 1+ NEXT O s DISPL
AV ATCI2, D : "G ANME OV
ER? :: FOR O=0 TO 188 :: NE
XT 0 :: DISPLAY AT (e, 7) ::
IF L=81 THEN STOP ELSE IF L=
8¢ THEN 118 ELSE 320 |

338 CALL SCREEN(.) :: CRLL C

HAR(U2,*FFFFFFFFFFFF®) :: PR
INT ™06 HMO00HO0HNX" "X

RUXHARKRUXAXUUXEXRUAT © "XHAX

BXMXRNXNXRBANXHAT 2 P AOEARUANX
$EXRXRRRUAXT

4D PRINT ™ XMHXHXEECNXNHNNN
X#X" s "XHUXUXHHBREHXBUXBXREX
1 MR REERRERORRH MU ¢
8 PXUXRHXBRXURRHANANENX
NN 1 PXHNENXURNNN X
{1
350 PRINT P XHEXMXRUXNXXXNNHEX
RREXXBHXT ¢ "XXXHUXREXURUXREY
XNNNXRNEXT T PXREXRRXER NN
HABBEXXXT . "XHHX": Pxxx":
t 3 80 CALL COLOR(-,16,@) ¢:
FOR =8 10 28 :: CALL SOUND
(-188,-3,0) 1+ NEXT D
368 FOR D=2B TO @ STEP -e ::
CALL SOUND(-10668,-3,D) :: N
EXT O :: FOR H=3 TQ 16 :: CA
LL COLORC-,H,8) st FOR I=2 T
050 s¢ NEXT I :2 NEXT H ::
RETURN

VAol

THINGS continues

and fora an impenetrable shield, they continue to threaten

the planet. Requires Nini Nemory cartridge and cassette
recorder.

Nilton Bradley announced 18 neu games, Y of thea are for

young children; Terry's lurtle Adventure and I'a Hiding
will require the NBX Expansion Systea uhich retails for
$129.95. The other games are:

CHAMPIONSHIP BASEBALL -- Dazzling diamond action with a
computer unpire to call out the plays. Realistic player

novenents and ballparK nusic. Requires the NBX Expansion
System. PHN 3148 $53.35

GPACE BANDIT -- Snatch up space crystals in a 3-0 naze,

chased by deadly droid guards. 3-0 movenents and visual

gf&gc:ﬁé Ssﬂciiuafe shields or be hurled into space. PHN
| :

BI6 FOOT -- Can you dodge eagles and boulders to climb
high to capture Bigfoot? Six mountains, each nore

challenging than the previous. PicK up supplies and 'gold
tor bonus points. Throu out rope and align your climber.
PHN 3151 449,95

GUPER FLY -- Destroy the alien spiders before the next
batch hatches and gets youl MWatch egqs develop into

spiders before your eyes. MNaneuver your fly into position
and zap the spiders. - PHN 3153 $49.

SEWERMANIA -- Defuse a time bomb in a seuer filled uith
Killer rats and alligatorsi PicKk up a shovel to bash the

rats. Turn generator to flood seuer and droun rats. PHN
3150 $49.95 '
METEOR BELT -- Let your computer co-pilot warn you of

eneny ships in this daring space duel. [estroy meteors
and rival spaceships. PHN 3152 $49.95

An agreenent was announced with Fox Video Ganes to license
their ganes for the TI. The first one to be released will

e-

MXA%Sx¥H ~- Rirlift soldiers wounded on a battlefield to
the 4877 MASH unit. Time is running out for tha wounded

:gg gu nust save their lives. | or @ players. PHM 3158

[I also announced a major license agreement with INRGIC to
nake certain of theirT?anes available on the 99/48. On

display at the booth uwere OEmon RAttack and

Microsurgeon. Hlso at the INAGIC booth were MoonSueeper,
Fathon and Wing Uar. |

vou can Se sure that T has more license agresments up
their sleeves, and more s=oftware coming fron present
companies. Euen 1f ue were to rely on Tl cartridges alone

NENS
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there is a lot of new, quality sof tuare coming out in the
next 6 nmonths. Houever, as I found uhen I ventured

further in CES, there are a nunber of coapanies releasing
sof tuare for the TI-99/4R, cartridge and cassette based.

A visit to the Emerald Valley Publishing booth found bary
and Pat Kaplan busy promoting not only the 39er (magazine)

but several neu books (the Best of 39er really looKs

great!), but also their nevw line of cassette based
softuare. VYou'll find pictures of the covers in the back

of the June 3%er. OSeveral of the prograns looK good, and
the idea of combining a game program with a prograsning
tutorial 1s good. -

Scholastic Inc. announced a series of new cassette based
educational programs for the TI {and others).

TURTLE TRACKS -- Use simple conmands to drau pictures and
patterns and nakKe nelodies.

ELECTRONIC PARTY ~- 2 games, Surprise...open the presents
on the screen for surprise activities; (and) MaKe A

Card...create original electronic greeting cards.

SOUARE PAIRS -- Matching ganes of memory and inagination,
use theirs or create your oun. Scholastic pronises more
packages to cone.

As I explored the exhibits, I saw nore and more companies
with cartridges for the TI-99/4RI This despiie TI's stated
opposition to non-authorized 3rd party cartridges. For
those of us who have the current YR there uill be no
problen (just don’t let TI touch it, or they will
"upgrade® your UA!). Future versions of the UR, such as
the crean colored ones coming off the lines in July, will
supposedly not run 'foreign’ cartridges without violating
one of TI's patents. It should be interesting toc see hov
the uwhole thing comes aut. Some of the more interesting
developnents are as fol lous.

Funvare uas exhibiting several nesw programs, they
guarantee that their prograns UWILL run on all future
versions of the 39/4R (they have an agreenent with Il
which covers at least sone of their line?. That agreement
night have something to do with the reason Creative
Softuare recently purchased Funuare! DOriving Demon and
Anbulance should be out in July, with other titles such as
Gt. MNick and Cave Creatures %o follow shortly. Creative
Sof tuare olans Astroblitz, Trashman and Rat Hotel for us.

One of the new entrants to the 93/4A market was Thorn EMI,
and it looks like their titles should be available by
August or September. The ganes were actually RUNNING on
09/48s and the graphics looKed superi!

RIVER RESCUE -- Navigate a ireacherous r..er and save the
refugees: £ gane var:iatiors, | or ¢ players.

Yolume 12 HNunber ¢

VAST

Page 7

SUBMARINE COMMANDER -- Sub patrol sisulator to hunt and
destroy eneay shipping.

WAR GAMES -- Save the world from a nuclear holocaust!
Their neuest game and the graphics have to be seen to be

bel 1eved.

Epyx Conputer Software plans to naKe several of their
prograns available for the YA, seven on cariridge and six

on cassette, The cassette titles include Seawolf,
Spectar, Gun Fight, Circus, Starfire, and Fire One. The
cartridges are:

JUNPMAN JUNIOR -- 12 screens featuring electrocution
traps, moving walls, hellstones, and other dangers.

PITSTOP -- Fast paced racing action plus the strategy of
the pits.

GRTEWAY 710 APSHAI -- O different screens with 58 chanbers
per screen. Explore the dark labyrinth of rooms and

tuisted caverns vhich lean to the fabled Tenple of RApshai.
Glorious treasures and nasty monsters.

LUNAR OUTPOST -- Alien invaders are preparing a full scale

invasion of Earth, and your Lunar Qutposts are all that
stand betueen the invasion force and ultinate defeat.

Strateqy and 3-D graphics are featured.

GWAT RESCUE -- Police action plus strategy and planning
are conbined in this nev high-resolution graphics gase.

CILICON WARRIOR -- 3-D graphics, characters that disappear

and reappear and real tine competition for up to
players.

FUN WITH MUSIC -- Learn and play smusic on your video

screen, easy to use uith its handy Keyboard overlay, the
perfect blend of education and tun.

Conpletely neu to the home narket is SEGA, maKer of arcade

anes. After licensing ZAXXON to DataSeft, they decided
o enter the market for themselues. Their first titles

will be available for the Atari, UIC-20 and T1.

CONGD BONGO -- Climb impossible cliffs, cross treacherous
lakes, dodge coconuts, leap over poisonous snakes and

Eutsnart charging Rhinos in your atteapt to capture Congo
ongo. -

BUCK ROGERS: PLANET OF Z0OM -- Terminate the evil eneny

Source Ship, but first fly through eneay infested surface
channels and smasher tunnels, around city spires and

against an endless array of bizarre alien ships.
see "THINGS". page 8

February 1336
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STRR TREK -- VYou decide vhen, vhere and hou to use the
Enterprise’s Warp Drive, Inpulse Pouer, Photon Torpedoes
and Phasers as you battle with the dreaded Klingons, the
rederation’s deainesf enenles.

One of the najor announcements at the (ES uas the
fornation of a new division, fAtar: Publishing. They uill
be producing proven prograns for a wide variety of

machines, IBM, RApple, Commodore &4, VIC 28, and TI-39/4A.
The first prograns to be offered should be available by

early fall, and include not only faniliar titles fron
Atari, but Y vhich are licensed from Synapse Sof tuare.

CENTIPEDE -- Armed with a bug blaster, zap through an

invasion of creepy craslers vho threaten the nushroon
patch.

DEFENDER -- The only protection left to the humanoids, the
target of the crazed invaders.

DIG DU6 -- The search beneath the earth yields a bounty of
fruits and vegetables, but also Fygars and PooKas.

PRAC-MAN -- Gobble the dots, and avoid the goblins.

DONKEY KONG -- Rescue the Fair Maiden by helping Mario
negotiate girders, elevators and treachery.

SLINE -- The diabolical alien plan is to raise the level
of the Earth's oceans to droun out ail life so the cline
breathing 1nvincibles can colonize.

PROTECTOR -- The Frauxillian Slinehordes are attacKing
your cities and carrying off their citizens. Can you get

your people to safety as volcanoes erupt and enemy forces
conspire to thuart your every effort?

PICNIC PARANDIA -- Can George be fast enough with his

suatter to Keep the ants and other pests from walKing off
with his meal? -

SHANUS -- The Shadou is there - in one of four levels af
3¢ roons, each with bristling danger.

THINGS THAT NEVER WERE:

On Rpril 24, 1985 IUG founder and president Charles LaFara
placed the following nessage on CompuServe's TI Forun.

"The JUG (International 99/4 Users Group) has filed for

protection under Chapter 7 of the Federal BanKruptcy act.
A1l softuare library orders received on or before Rpril
30, 1385 will be shipped prior to May 38, 1985. Ue highly
regret this action but have no alternative at this point.
The current library as vell as sone Y88 new prograns have
Jeen Kept intact and w1il be marKeted by a neuwly formed
company which w:]! be announced 6/1.

Uolume 12 Number 2
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This new company will use the current IUOC catalogs and j
progran nunbers so there uill be no confusion to neu
nenbers. 1 personally feel deeply saddened that the
quality of service that ue strived for over the past S
years has suffered so in our last b months of operation
and hope that our thousands of nmeabers and friends can
understand that we did everything in our pover to continue
to support our neabers to the bitter end. For those
hostile nenbers who seen to think that I have amnassed a
personal fortune from the IU6 please rest assured that
this i1s not the case.

The fact 1s that we currently stand to lose "everything”
that Uirginia and I have worked for ouver the past ¢8 years

to assure that our creditors and members are satisfied.

= Charles Latara -

Hs we all Know, the "neuw company”® never came to be. In
fact, the huge library of wuser wuritten prograas that

LaFara had accunulated uwere left in the able hands of Dr.
buy Steffen-Romano, who doled then out uwith the proper

sense of propriety in the years following the denise of
the IUG. .

MAY 1985: Claudia Cohl, editor of Family Coaputing mag-
azine, announces their decision to drop TI-99/4A support
as a result of little or no advertising revenues coming in
fron the very few TI-99 vendors and businesses left.

FEST-WEST '96: It will be held in TUcson, Arizona a?ain;
conpl inents of the Southuest 99ers, on February 17, 1996.

Be there or be square. I'l]l be there alon? with Steve
Mehr and Roger Merritt of Comprodine and I don’t Knou uho

all else yet.

~eof=

FORTH continues

In summary, I have introduced three najor FUN components;

the Paraneter StacK, the Return StacKk and the Dictionary.
We have seen that Forth Words nay be defined as a sequence
of other Forth words, using the "colon definition®. The
first identifier following the "t” s the nane of the new
word, and the ";" is sort of like the "return statement”.

A1l the other identifiers correspond to preuiouslg def ined
words that are to execute in the sequence indicated uhen

the new word 1s executed.

Forth words can be executed simply by typing in the word
and hitting Enter. They can also be executed by loading a
Forth Screen that has the word on it, but nov we are
getting into the subject of a future issue.

Just 1o give you something to iry out, boot up your Forth
systen and put in the following definitions:

see "FORTH", oage d
February 1996
It



BASKILL continues

In TI-Base the Field coluan is automatically nunbered from
| to 17 as you create each field in the record. The
DESCRIPTOR "column allows you to enter up to 18 characters
to describe or name the input field. Aside from the
underline and pound sign characters, you will find that
only nornal letters and nuabers are allowed in field
nanes. The TYPE column is used to define the data that
will be entered into the field. Three data “types” are
supported, Character, Date and Numeric. You may choose
the appropriate type by pressing the space bar to toggle
through the available choices or you may siaply type in
the letter C, D or N to designate the data type. The
WIDTH field allous you to specif¥ a naxinum length for the
input in the field. A maxinum of 255 characters per field
is pernitted. If uou specify a Date field type then
T1-Base automatically inserts an "8" as the field width.
The DEC column lets you specify the number of digits to
appear to the right of a decimal point in a nuseric field.
A range of 8-99 1s peraitted.

hen you have defined the first field in any [I-Base data
base you siaply press (ENTER) at the last column of the
field and the cursor drops doun to the next field
definition line. If you are done defining the file sinply
ress F8 to save it. Pressing F9 will abort the effort.
nce you press F8 the file definition is uritten to the
data disk, under the name you specified but with a /5
extension, ard is then ready to accept record input. In
fact, gou will be asked if you want to APPEND records
innediately after the file definition is saved. -

To create NEUSIDX Key in the follouwing structure.

FIELD DESCRIPTOR TYPE WIOTH OEC

bW Tl

o W
85  PAGE 83

FORTH continues

: GReer (R ." H1 Tnere!” ;

: breeTINGS 8 DO breey LOOP ;
Nou,

if you type "breet” Forth will respond with ™Hi
There! ukg? _(Eqr{h aluaus acknouledges you uith a
triendly "oK” if it understood the last command.) Now, try

wr
You nmust

= breetings”. or "398 Greetings™, or uhatever.

3}@535_ Flace a nuaber on the stack before using the word
‘oreetings”. That's the way it is defined.

Uolume I¢ Nunber ¢
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BRASIC continues
In this exanple of the INPUT statement

18 INPUT R$,B$,C$
c@ PRINT RS

38 PRINT BS

g PRINT C$

RUN

7 DESK,CHAIR,"PENCILS,PENS”
(--user’'s response)
DESK
CHRIR
PENCILS,PENS

The data PENCILS,PENS would generally be considered by the
conputer as tuo separate values for C$ in the ?NPUT
statenent. However, the quotation marks allouw the data to
be considered as a single value.

It is good prograaming practice to include a prompt
message in an INPUT statement. A prompt is used to
indicate the exact type of data required.

For exanple, the statement:

18 INPUT "CUSTOMER NAME?™:AS$

would cause the follouing nessage to be displayed:

CUSTONER NANE?

The pronpt message in an INPUT statement must be enclosed

in quotation narks and followed by a colon. The list of
variables aust follou the prompt nessage.

bhen a pronpt message is included in an INPUT statement,

the question mark (?) will not automatically be displayed.
If a pronpt nessage is included, the prompt will be
displayed exactly as it appears in the INPUT statement.

N

CHARLIE continues

If you notice sonething is urong, missing, or if you have
a suggestion that uould make the URST Connection BBS any
hetter tell the Sysop. Meanuhile, Keep calling 1n, and
for those out there who haven't called before call today

“eep those calls coming!

february 1936
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The
VAST COMPUTER USERS GROUP
is a8 support group for the
Texas Instruments TI |39/4R
Home Computer and Geneve.

CURRENT OFFICERS
PRESIBERT

Ralph Rees........ 582-88081

UXCE PRESIDERNI
Jack WorKkmanm...... 437-3187

BEBEETﬂﬂvlTIEIBHIEI
Hazel Knight...... -54yg

LE:%FWEH.
Wallace Knight....938-5446

MEUBLE?TEE ElXTOER
Ralph Rees 582-6886

_ BEE8 Svelp
Jim Ely........... UNLISTED

Send any correspondence
to the address belou.

MEETING

THlS KEWSLETTER
USING R IEHHS |

Mlﬁ? IEMI
c/ 0o E. Rees
i —uP 0. Box 37725

“Phoenix, AZ. 85869
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NSTRUMENTS TI-QBfHﬂ COMPUTER -

AST USERS GROUP INFORMATION

The

UVAST COMPUTER USERS GROUP
operates a BBS 24 hours a
day, 7 days a weeK. the
phone number ist

(682) 267-1419

ADVERTISING: There isn’t any
charge to paid members for
PERSDNRL advertising. Non-

members will be charged at a
cost of $1.58 per ad.

NEWLETTER EXCHANGE::

We exchange club newsletters
with many TI Users Groups.
Contact Our secretary.

Opinions expressed hereiln
are those of the writer and
not necessarily those of the

VAST COMPUTER USERS GROUP

WHO KNOWS? IF YOU DID NOT MAKE THE FEB.
MEETING VYOU’LL NEED TO CALL AN OFFICER.
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