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The VAST USERS’ GRCOUP 15 a support The Users Group’s BRBE is in opera-
group for Home Computer users. We tion 24 hours a day. Contact Pt at
primarily support the TI-%9 Home  (603%) 437-42333. There are 3 message
computer and compatabies, but all Ea s e s, a TI gpecific downlcoad
computer users are welcome. We will section, and a 1ot of interesting

bbe meeting at the Pyle Adult Recrea-

tion Center in Tempe on the 2nd Sat-
urday of this month (January 14),
In coming months, the meetings will

the second and
incliuded a 2

between
I have

be scattered
third Saturdays.

month calendar on the Editor’s page
ipage 4) showing the meetings for
February and March and will contin-

ve to do this in cZoming months so you
have some idea of when the meetings
will be. The meetings will start at
10:00 AM  and continuve until 11:00 AM

with socializing starting at 9:00 AM.
Fleaszse see the address page for addi-
ticnal meeting information. The year-
ly membership fee is ¥$15.00 and now
includes  the newsletter mailed to
vyour door!

are opzn and anyone

dues paying Mmem—
in elections and ob-
the Users”’ Group

ISU meetings
may attend. Only
mers  may vote
tain programs fram
Tihrary.
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Frezident

Bob Nixon......c.oe.o... 8B97-6204
Vice~Fresident

Ike Van Kampen....... 734-5164
Secretary

Bill Wedmore......... 998-1871
Treasurer

Earl! Bonneatv......v... 269-380%
User Group Librarian

Earl Bonneau. ...« ... 269-3802
Newsletter Editor/BRS Sys0p

Jim Ely. oo inen... 221-3375

ERREEE S S XTSI RSS2 L4222 S S22 L LY

ONLY membership is
availabie f o r $12.00/year, First
Class Mail. The date that appears in
the upper right hand corner of your
mailing label is  vyour membership
pxpiration date. fiddress renewals to
the return address on page 2.

Newsletter

Lonversation and information avail-
able here so why not give it a try.
Deadline for submission of art-
i-les or advertising for the HNews-
letter is the last Saturday of every
manth. Articzcles may be submitted in

the preferred met-
directly to

any form, however,

hod is by phone transfer

the Editor.

LR R G R R R b
Advertising rates are as follows|

COMMERC I AL

Full Fage $10.0C
Half Page $ 7.00
Quarter Page $4.00

FERZSORMSIL

Four lines,
30 Characters/1ine
$1.00
Fer line
four.

$.20
over

All rates are for ONE issue only!
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Frograms are available from the

UEERS’ GROUP LIBRARY at the follow-
ing rates:
SE/7ED Disk $2.00
DE/SD Disk $4.Q0
If =copying of deocumentation 1S
required, it will be at the rate of
$.10 per page. If the User Group
supplies the disk, please add $1.00
to the above «charges. An exZhange
program for free programs is also in
effect. Flease contact the litrarian
for further information. A complete
Tist of what is in the library i=z

available on 2 disks free of charge

if you supply the disks or for $1.00
per disk 1f the User Group supplies
the dizks.
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VAET User Group
MINUTEZS
for

December 17, 1988
{The=es minutes are un-official as the
group Secretary was rnot present.:

The meeting was cCalled to order at
10:00 am by President Bob Nixon. He
had the group "shout” "Merry Christ-
mas" as a greeting to one and all to
get the meeting underway.

There was a brief discussion about

the current meeting rocom. Some say
that it is too far to travel...others
that the price Is right and the rocoms
are nice. Gerry Kennedy said he is
investigating a room at a church at
Zrd Ave. and McDowell that would cost
335 a meeting. Only disadvantage is
that we can not have our meetings on
a Saturday! Suggestion still  under
investigation.,

Minutes of iast month’‘s meeting

approved &as  printed in the December

Newz=letter.

Jim Eiy announced that the Decem-—
ber HNewsletter was mailed late and
that members should be getting them
as the meeting was taking place.
Since the newsletters were mailed in
Tempe . some of the Tempe members did
receive them an Friday, Dec. 1&6th,.
MNEW BUSINEES. ..

Mike Marfisi announced that he =t
going to  the TI  FESET WEET in San
Diego in February. He gave room
ratez for the Hotel that is going to
host the FEST.

OLD BUEINESE. ..
The dizcussiaon continued fraom the

jast meeting to get the Eoard members
tn meet separately from the reguiar
meetings toc discuss upcoming events

i aNula
4, 1989 -~——

01 the group. (I believe a misunder-
standing bty Bobk Mixon, who was not at
the last meeting. ended up with a
program committee chairman being as-—
signed, Dan Shell to head committee.
This mhad nothing to do with the
original intent of the board members
meeting separately.)

Bob Noxon reminded everyone of the
upcoming elections in April. He said

he does not intend to he re-elected
for president for another year.

Mike Marfisi then Jdiscussed the
two new data basesz for the TI: TI
BASE and FIRET EASE. FIRST EBASE  he
just got in the mail and had only
enough time to look through the docs
but from what he saw. It Tooks mighty
impressive. TI BASE he has bteen try-
ing to wse for at least a month with-
cut much success because of poor doos
supplied with the database oroagram.
Mike hopes to have a review of the
FIRET BASE program ready for the JTan-—
wary MNewsletter.

A discussion then ensued an the
—hange of the BBS modem to a 2400
bBaud unit. This madem seems ta have

corrected  the noisy

lem that several West
csame North side users
ienzing. A motion to

2400 baud modem for the
and seconded. A maximum
set for the purchase.
approved by the group.

connection prob-
zide usersz ani
had besen exper-
Furchase the
BBZ was made

$139 Timitt
WaS The motion

was

that

auar

we have
at February
favorable so it

It
anaother
meeting.

will be.

was
swap
Thiz

suggested
meet
cseemed

[l g

adjourned at 1055
demos were then
the TI computer.

am.
run by

The meeting
Some Christmas
Greg Ely using

Submitted Newsietter
Editar

by Tim Elv.
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HAFPFY HNEW YEAR' TFCOMING MEETINGS
Hope vyou all had nice holidays. Here is a two month calendar for
Let’=s get right to it. the next meetings...

I THIS I =S5S51YE o

Page 3 is GComputer

zontinuing the discussion
Functions in T1 BABIC.
Cur BBE and You with a

Tutor again
of String
find page 7 is

discussion of

zome alternative solutions for send-
Ing and receiving programs and data
by modem without the use of a ter-
minal emulator program. After doing
suich long newsletters (10-12 pages}
for the past several months, I
decided to take a bit of a rest this
month by doing a little b&it smaller
newslatter., That’'s all I have for

vou this month.

That brings up a subject on a
similar note. I do this newsletter
every month for you folks, yet 1 very
rarely hear anything as feedback as
to how the newsletter serves vyour
nesds. I don’t uwswally mind doing
the newsletter but I don‘t have any
idea what YOU really want to know
about. Do you want revieuws? Key-in
programs”? Construction projects?
Tutorials?® WHAT??? 1 have a phone
number that is listed on page 2 of
this newsietter and my address, if
Y Ou are getting this newsletter
locally., is the return address on the
address page. 14 like a Tlittle
advica from YOU on the direciion this
newsletiter should go. I would also
like to have YOUR articles to publish

in this newsletter. Come on! This is
for and about YOU!
i DALYy POOOTED - - -

I was informed last Saturday by
Walt Brown that a long time member
had passed away. Marietta Boyle, who
hazs belionged to the group almost from

the beginning., passed away Saturday
morning., January 7. You may recall
that was hospitalized a few

months ago with pnuemonia and at that

she

time cancer was found. She died of
that cancer. Marietta had a way of
making the meetings she attended
prettiy interesting with her cComments
and she was always ready to learn
=nmeithing new about her TI computer.
Zhe will bhe missed by her many

friends.

FEBERERUARY 198%x
SUN MON TUE WED THR FRI E&AT
i 2 3 4
o & 7 e ? 10 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 [183
19 20 2t 22 23 Z4 2
26 27 28
MARCH 1989
SUN MON TUE WED THERE FRI EAT
i 2 3 4
5 b 7 8 2 10 11
1213 14 13 16 17 [12]
19 20 2t 22 Z3 2 Z3
26 27 28 29 30 3t

O BRRS . - .
—hanged the security levels
the BBE this past month.
registering with pass-
words wilil now De given a ievel uf 40
instead of &0. A level 40 gives the
new user access to the first (main)
message basze and the "NEW" FOR-SALE
conference which has just Leen

up . New users will only qget

for a 15 minute time period and wi
not have access to any aof the file
or directories.

Upcon verification of
the users information data, a level
of %0 will be assigned which gives 405
minutes time and accZess ito the files
and directories. This new =ystem
daes not affect current users of the
board, jvst NEW vusers who log onn for
the first time. If the new user is a
member of our group.

I have
a l1ittle on
New persons

a level &0 will
be assigned after verification. Mo=st
vsers are at a level 40 at the mo-
ment. This was done 1o discourage
some new users who have logged on to
te system and gone immediately to the
files =sections and started download-
ing without a single word to let us
know they were even there. If vyou
are new and a member of this user
group and plan to start using the
BEEE, please leave me a [Clamment to
let me know so I can up vyour level.

IN THE NEW=. . .
(from the Dec. 1988 MICROpendium!

Myarc has released version 1.14 of

CONMTINIUIJED FPFPAGE & =

IS




78 = MEMDII . ETT T ER
———=Vol, 5 Ho. [-=w-—mm—mm— e
""" THE ELEMENTE OF BAGSIC
Fart 18

bed

{Gaurtesy Erie ?Fers Newsletter)
STRING FUNCTIONE - continued

LEN Function

function

LEN{(X$) is a string

whi i oh gives the length of, or
number of ~“haracters 1N the
string X LEN is used to do
special formatting or to make
sure sameone entered a string
answer rather than a number.
Try this:

10 aA$="THE TI I&% A NEAT MACH

INE."

20 PRINT LEN(AS$)

30 PRINT LEN("THE TI IE& A NE

AT MACHINE")

The TI will print 25 for both
print statements. This number
includes all spaces and punciua-

tions as well as characters be-
tween ithe quotes. If A%+ in the
gxample above is a nuoll string
(e, that is, it has no char-
acters or spaces hbetween the
quoltes, then the computer willi
print 0. This is especially
useful in determing if someone
hit the ENTER key without actu-

ally entering a string answer.

LEN can be used to assign a
value to a variable, lTike this:

10 A = LEN(XS$)

20 B = B + LEN(X%)

Or, LEN can be used as part
of an expression.

10 FOR I = 1 TO LEN{X$)
= 0

50 IF LEN(X$) THEN 40

This fast example (line S50)
checks to see if the answer (X$)
was a null string (01, if so.
then the computer is directed to
go back to line 40 and repeat
this question.

POE Function

The POS(A$.B%$,n)
tion function. At
string expressions.

is the posi-
and B% are
The numeric

expression n is evaluated and
rounded to a whole number, i f
neessary. POE finds the first
pccwrance nf the second string

E¥ in the first string A% start-

AGE 5
-~ — e~ ———TJanuary %4, 1787-—-—
ing at the nth character in the i
first string A%. If B% is found -
in A%, the location of the first }oT
character of B$% (n A% is given. b
If B3 is not found 1n A%, then
the value of zerno is qQiven.
10 A% = "ABCDEFGHI JKL"
Z0 B = "HIT
30 P = POE(A$.B%,3)
40 PRINT P
In the above example, the
computer will begin looking for
"HI" after the 2rd character "CF .
in "ABCDEFGHIJKL." The zamputer |~
will find the "HI" bteginning | |
with the Bth character in [
"ABCDEFGHI JKL.. * Therafore. the
position P will equal 8.
Here are more examples:
10 A$="BOXES"
20 Bg="X"
20 PRINT PO&(A$.B$, 1) Ve
RUN ‘
3
10 A$="BOBEY DOLE" .
20 Bs="R" T
30 PRINT FOG(A4$.B$.5)
RUN
4]
10 A$="BOEBY"
20 B$="EBECE"
30 PRINT POS(A$.B%.1)
RUN I
1 e
Frmd
L
10 A$="BOBRY" LiL
20 B$="X"
30 PRINT POS{A$.EB§,1:
RUN —
0
EEGS$ Function
The SEGY function will find a I
substring (part of a string? LAl
that is part aof a longer string. =

For example,

10 A$="MIESEI&EIPI™
20 FRINT EGEG$(A$.7,3)

The EBEG$ function will print
"EIP" which begins with the 7ih
character in MISSIESIFI and 1s 32
characters in length. What 1s
actually printed depends on what
the 3 characters are beginning
with the 7th character in the

CONTINUED ON
FAGE & > >
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gQiven
amples:

10
20
RUN
NIA

10
20
RUN

When
is bheyo
the Se
will re
e pri
charact
1ero.

If
Zarries
of the
first
will ju}
finds uw
The fo
the SEG

10
20
30
40
S0
60
70
80
RUN
HER
¥ B

In
petabl
substri
{I.LEN)
it Li
an err
the len
oy & 1e

SEGY
string

10
20
30
40

L]
__)‘_

string. Consider these ex-

A%="FENNSYLVANIA"
FPRINT SEG$(A%$.10.,35)

A$="0HIO"
PRINT SEG#{(A%$.6.2)

a position is selected that
nd the end of the string as in
cond example, a null string
sult. That is, nothing will
nted. The null string is a
er string whose length is

It contains no characters.

the value for the length
the substring beycond the end
original string, as in the
example above, the computer
rint only the characters i1t
p to the end of the string.

l11lowing are more examples of
§ function.

A$="HERE IS i MES&AGE"

PRINT SEG$(n$,1 4):

PRINT SEG${(A%$.3.5)!

PRINT SEG$(A%$,1Z,3)!

PRINT QEG$(H$,1E,12);

PRINT SEG$(A%.20.,.33:

FPRINT SEG$ (A% ,LEN(A$1-4.5)
FRINT SEG${A%,.-1,0)

ERE ISESSESSAGESSAGE
AD VALUE IN 80

Tine 70, the &EG$ function
z=hes the starting point of the

ng by figuring the Tength
of A% and subtracting 4 from
ne 80 illustrates that it 15

or to use a negative value for
gth or to use a negative value
ro for the starting location.

can alse be used as part of a
expression like this:

S1%="HELLO HI *
E23="THERE I AM"

Pg=r_ atn

PRINT SEG#(E1%, 3)&SEG$(
1, S31ESEGS (P4, 4 )

Try it!

D.H.

EDITOR" = DESX
CONTINIDES FEROH

AT NEHSLETTEER

Janvary 14, 1385 -——-—

FAGEYE  F o o oo

MDOS&. It was designed to test the

new

Myarc Advanced BASIGC which is 1IN

the final stages of debugging. The
hardisk version of MDOE should be
released shortly as well.

Engineering
=1

on

Technical Application Product
(T.A.P.E. 1td.) of Ontar-
CA is having a "close out” sale
it stock on hand of most Meczha-

tronic products. This includes the

80-column card, XBII Plus and Mouse
with software and power supply. Con-—

tac

t T.A.P.E 1td. at 714-789-9906.
A printed circuit board to go

inside the TI «console and hold 32K
memory . clock., Extended BA&SIC and
Speech Synthesizer is under develop-
ment by Eric Zeno of Pittsburgh, PA.
Contact Eric at 414 Highland Rd.

FPittsburg., FA 13233 for more
information. Final cost will
probably be determined by the amount

of

interest generated and hopefully
the range of %5 - $%15.

in

Asgard Software has a new tele-
phone number and address effective .
Dec. 30. The new number is

255-3085 and the new address 15

Box

fisgard says that the still

10304, Rockville, MD

awaited PRESS word processor for the

TI should begin shipping by Jan. 1.
There is still =ome final debugging
going on. Orders will bhe filled as
they were received, with those

placing orders at the Chicago TI
faire being the first +to receive
their copies.

several new cassette based games
the

L

Donaldson Eoftware has releasai
for
Tl inzluding Ewordfish Patroi, a

"sink the Bismarck”" type game,. Mon-
ster Castle, a graphics adventure
game and Speed Rally, a racing car
game. All games are $8.95. TD Drder

or

get a catalogue, which is 1,30,

contact Donaldson Software, a2
Lievre St Buckingham, GUEbEL;
Canada JI8L ECE.

AND F INALLLY o .- .

.An upcoming TI computer faire

that is close by...TI-FEET WEET ‘eY.
This vyear it will e held in Ean
Deigo on Feb. 1B8-19 at the Clarion
Hotel at PBRalboa Park. Mike Marfisi

already has his reservations.....

That‘= it. Eee you at the meeting on

January 14.

Jim Ely, Editor
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GETTING ON LINE:
AN INTRODUCTION TO
TELECOMMUNICATIONE

Fart Six! ESoftware Packages
to Transfer Data Without Them -
By Fred and Amy Mackey

How

For the past two months we have
leen discussing different aspectis of
various Telecommunication Software
zvaiiakle for the TI. This month we
will show you how you can  transfer
data without any special telecommuni-—
cations seftware packages at all.

TRANSFERING BASIC AND
ABASIC FROGRAME

receiver of the
using TI Basic or
Sender should load the pro-
Gram into  computer memory and at
prompt type S5AVE REZ32Z2. but  do not
ENTER. Recesiver types OLD
5232, tut does not press ENTER.
oth parties switch over to modem,
sender should then immediately press
-NTER. and after about 3 seconds, re-
cetver should aiso press ENTER. At
the top of the screen both parties
will see the program block number,
which  will count down to zero when
the transfer 1s complete. The re-
cetver should +then save the program
to disk or cassette, since the pro-
gram transfer was made directly ta
—omputer memory, and not to disk.

Both and
program

Xhasic.

sender
must be

press

Iy i

TRANSFERRING ASSEMBLY PROGRAMS
Both parties of the transfer must
Ge using the Editor/Assembler, option
#1 for the Edit section. From there
the receiver should choose option #4
for PRINT, and at the "FILENAME®?"
praompt type in RESZ3Z.BA=300.CRLF., but
should not hit ENTER. The sender
will choose option #1 LOAD, and at
the "FILENAME?" prompt ENTER
R52372.BA300, but should not hit
ENTEK. Both parties should then

] e e -
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AN L W}
switich to modem, the sender immedi-—
ately pressing ENTER. and the re-
ceiver waiting 5 seconds and then
pressing ENTER. When wusing E/A,
there will be no block numbers dis-
played as in a "Basic/XBasic" trans-
fer. When the transfer is cComplete.

the receiver must save the program to
disk using the #3 SAVE optiaon.

TRANSFERING TEXT USING TI-WRITER

Both parties should load the Edi-
tor section of T.I. Writer. The re-
Cceiver prepares to load a file by
typing in "LF", and then REZIZ.LF at
the prompt., but should not press EN-
TER. The sender should load the texut

file, and then save 1t back to disk
using "PF" instead of "SR, and at
the prompt typing in C DSK1.FILENAME
and then ENTER. This will eliminate
control characters from the file.
Sender should then exit Editor. go to
Formatter., and load the file. At the
"PRINT DEVICE NAME" prompt, enter
REEZ32.LF. and press ENTER for all the
other prompts except the last one,

which is the "PAUSE AT END OF PAGE?™.
At this point. both parties should
turn there modems aon, sender pressing
ENTER at the final proampt . and re-
zeiver pressing ENTER when hearing
the squeal of the modem. When the
transfer ie cComplete, the file will
appear on the receiver’s screen.
Receiver should then =save the file to
disk.

When using these methods of trans-
fer, it may be necessary to enter
REZ232/1 instead of REZ3Z depending on
your hardware setup. These methods
of data transfer do not acc-omodate
the luxury of error checking provided
by the X-Modem protocol utilized in
various ESoftware Pachkages. However.,

the speed of transfer and the ease of
use make these methods of transfer-—
ing data another valuable telecom~
munications trick to be familiar
with.
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