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West Max
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Nedicated to the TI-H9#YM A Users

MRRCH 19BE H3I3
The WEST JAX ?P°ERS is a non-profit computer users groun for the
TI-99/4A Home Computer, NOT affiliated in any way with Texas

Instruments, The club’s malling address iz PO BOYX 1785 Orangs Park
Florida 52047,

MEETINGS are held on the Second and Fourth Tuesday of each Month in
the avditorium of the Webh Library. It is located two lights west of
Flanding Boulevard on 103rd Street. The first meeting of the month is

the Business meeting with workshop time after adiournment. The second
meebting is strictly workshop Limne.

BFFICERS ~ Fresident Rick Felzien (FU4) F73-91&2

Treasurer Thomas LeMay (4] Z2RZ~-5220

Secretary Ralph Glattli (P0d4) 7334630

Librarian iach Ziegler (04 I89-2174

EXCALIBUR IBM/PC EBEBS Jim Hutchison (?04) 731-3F70
{Bys0np )

“Richard Bartop
' {TIUS SvsDE)

For newsletter suggestions and submissions, contact Rick Felzien.
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This moanth I hav? included my usuwal mailbkox column and the second of
my tutorials on The FPrimter’s Opprentice.

Richard Fotrba did a nice uzing the Super Skatch with the TI.
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RICK = FELZIEN
K-3 T1 User Group Dec/87
- 1, Gemini print head repair
2. Convert TI-Artist to TI-Writer

The Ottawa TI Dsers Jan/88

1. Archives with PRBase files
2. Fa:t Extended basic

Nutme_? 9§ers Jan/8$
1. Taking control of TI-Writer
: tusg of Transliterate)

Ejusgrass 99ers Feb/98
21, funnelwriter 4.0
1+ % Realists computer glossary

‘0B ‘Monitor Dec/87
+#» I Fortune of wheelstprog.)
EEa Setttn% your printer

- 3. LR styler (for printers)

NOVA 99ers Jan/8
- L. Print Wizardireview)
-~ L. Creative Filing Systemireview)

“ NOVA 99ers Dec/87
1. Selar computer{Prog
-2 List of TI-Artist functions

_Tacoma 9%rs Jan/8s
1. Questions for Support firms
~ 2, The story of [BM

‘Seuthern Cal. U.. Jan/88
-1, Disk-and Data
o }PRl?ase hints

~MAD HUG Jan/88

“+ 1, Overview of Funnelweb 4.0
"~ & On the Genial Traveler

LA TOPICS Jan/88
. 1, Bug Spray(Debuqging)
?‘;g;;g::proli ic DV 80
“+4+ Fask Extended Basic
" ‘4.-Comparison of graphics programs

K.C. 9%ers Feb./8%
1. Bewaie "The clectronic Virus”

Southern Nevada %9ers Feb/83
1. Funnelwebd fowchart

The Hoosier 99ers Jan/88
1. Bits,Bytes, and Pixels
{Debuqqing!

SFV 99ers Feb/88
1. 99 hits the airways
2, Care and cleaning of drives

Cleveland Area 9%ers Feb/88
l. E-Z Keys (review!
2. Review of picasso

Decatur 9%ers Feb/88
1, Program to do unusual prog.listings
2. Chart of border keys for PRB
3. Beginner tips

Lenigh 99ers Dec/87
1. File processing

Delaware Valley 99ers Jan/8¢
1. Word processing with Muitiplan

West Penn 9%ers Feb/88

1. Getting the most from your cassette
Selecting a language

2.
z. Program to troubleshoot memory areas

Tips for beginners

The computer Bridge Feb/88
1. Make a data disk for Certificate 99
2. The Tigercub qrowls

Eugene 9%ers Jan/83
1. Learning about Ti-99/4A hardware
2. Fast Term overiay '

The POINN newsletter
1. Animated effects
2. Sunrise/Sunset prog.
3. Disk Controller compatability

Rockey Mountain 99ers Jan/88
1. Burglar alarm _
2, The short and long of programming

San Diego Computer Society Jan/88
1. Correction to ¢99 foat program
2, Copying a cartridge to dis




THE FRINTER™S AFFRENTICE (ffart 23
(Converting fonts)
By Rick Felzien
West Jax 99%ers

Last month we covered a basic overview of the programs in the TPA
set and what some of the commands are. This time I am going to go
through the conversion of a font from TI-Artist to TPA. This will give

you a chance to use many of the commands and give you a basic idea of
how the programs work.

The Frinter’s Apprentice has many fine fonts and they are mostly
rnear letter quality, but I personnaly wanted to do some decorative
lettering without having to load in the Ti-Artist program just for that
purpose. 5o here is how to convert a font from Artist to TFA,

The first thing to do is load up the TI-Artist Enhancements program
and then type all the letters of the font to the screen, leaving a
little space between. For this practice session, lets use the script
tont or font 12 on the fontdisks I placed in the library, . As I said

type the letters to the screm and then go the main Artist program and
save the screen as a picturte.

Now we can load up the TFA disk and select Ficture Editor from the
main menuw. load in your picture saved from Artist and don’t forget the
"_P" suffiv. When vou enter the picture editor ym will get a blank
sereen with . a flashing cross cursor. Fress CTRL(8) to get the Load/Save
optiion menu which looks like this:

Filename Dir Load Save eXit

Select Flilename and type in "DSEn.filename” and <ENTER> then
select L)oad and <{ENTER>». This will load the file and place the letters
on the screen. Now use CTRL(=) which puts vou in Klipper mode which is
similar to the eclipboard mode in Graphx. Here vou are prompted for a
filename which showld be the name that you want to give to your font.
You will be asked "Create a new fontfile?(Y/N) at shich peoint vou would
respond with a "Y"., After the disk file is created vou are placed back

in the picture editor and are ready to start saving vour letters to the
fontfile.

First place the cursor at the upper left corner of your letter, the
first being "A" anc press FCTN{IEY) to place the marker at the cursor
position and then move the cursor to a clear area of the screen and
press <ENTER>. You will then see a prompe near the cursor for Char,
here you would enter the letter you are saving{in this case "“A"), then
hit <ENTER}» again. You will now be prompted WorX which means Write the
letter or exit without doing anything. Use X and the character will be
saved to the fontfile. Do this for all the characters that yvou want to
save to the fontfile and then exit the Picture Editor and load in the
Character Editor.

When you enter the Character Editor you will see the following menu:d

Edit Disk Print Convert Setup Help eXit



First select S)etup and enter 8 for single height letters and then
select Dyisk, which will present this menuw: Eilename Dir eXit. Entoe-
Frilename and then enter the filename that vou save the font with and
then eXit to the main menu. You can now enter E)dit which will place
the cursor in the character editing area of the screen, which you will
notice has a column of numbers at the left edge. These are the row
numbers which aid in determining the height of the font etc. You will
also notice an active cilumn counter inm the upper center of the screen
which keeps track of the cursor position column. Now you can beqgin
editing your font., There are several things that you must do to set up
the sizing of the characters of vour font.

First use CTRL{9) to get to the menu on the right of the screen
whith looks like thiwm:

ASCII CHAR
ASCIT CODE
CHAR WIDTH
ReacdWriteExit

At the first prompt enter "A" and then just hit enter for Code and
Width for now. Enter R for read and the character will he displaved
next to the column counter. There may be some garbage to the right o+f
the character as the clipper saves a 2424 pixel area and may have
saved part of the next letter, but donot worry, this can be corrected.

Now press CTRL(R) to copy the character to the editing area and then
check to see if the top of the character is on row 1 and the left edge
is in calumn 1. If not delete rows and columns untill it is in the
proper place. You will now notice that the bottom of the letter is in
row 13 so this means the font will be 13 raws high. Now if there is
yarbage at the right ot your character, move the cursor to the left
column of the garbage area and delete columns until it is gone,

Now move the cursor to the rightmost pixels of the character and in
this case you will see that it is 14 on the calumn counter and use
CTRL(?) again and leave the "A" at the first prompt and at the second
leave the character code. 4t the third promnpt enter the width which in
tis case is 14, Now at the last prompt enter W for write and it will

write the changes and the values for width etc. for that character to
the font file,

NMow load in the Lowsr case "a" and opy it to the character sditor
section with CTRL{(R) and make sure the lowest row of pixels is at row
17 like the Capitol was. Nuw check where the top row of pixels is, 1in
this case it should be 7 which i=s the LC Capline or hight to which the
lower case characters rise. Since the font height is 17 the Raseline or
lin an which the letters sit is 14. Now you can edit this letter and
save it as you did the last one,

Mow we must zet up font height so use CTRL(=) to enter font height
contral menu. enter 13 for font height, 14 for baseline and 7 for LG
capline. ‘When you hit enter at the last prompt vou wil return to the

editing area. When you save the next letter, then height information
Wwill be written to the disk.



Aftter you have edited all of the characters of your fontfile select
Frint from the main mernu and select Writeindew. This witee a listing
of the width and height values to the file. If this is not done after
each editing operation., the spacing may not be right when you use the
font for printing. If vour saved file did nt contain characters such as
colon, semi-colon etc., vyou can create them amd save them to the file
whil doing the editing process and by all means create a space
character for each font sized according to the character sires.

FAfter you have created and saved your fontfile vou will naturally
want to print it out to see bow it looks so now you can exit the
Characrter Editor and load in the TFO Formatter.

Onece you have loaded in the formatter, select Vars fram the main
menu and then enter (in my casze § for printer type)vours may be
different. enter defaults for the selections except for space char.
which woule be approx. 10 and 4460 for right margin.

Now enter the Jotter and Edit and enter all the letters in yvour font
and SaveF to the disk. Now at the main menu you will see at the botiom
of the screen the following:

Frinter fID.CR
Tetfile DSKI1,.TEXT
Fntfile DSKE1i.TYPER

If you hav 2 drives vou will want to change to the following: (the
printer default is O for most printers, if not change it to match. Hit
E +tor buffer and change to DSEZ.SCRIFT {for Fntfile. themn hit G for Go
an the formatter will print your fontfile to the printer.

If you wanl Lo create an Over/sunder strike(high resolution) file
from your fontfile you can do so by entering the Character Editor and
selecting Clonvert from the main menu and then youw will be prompted for
a filename for thie file. (Mike McCann uses "0U" before the name to be
able to distinguish the over/under strike fonts.) I reccomend you do
the same to avoid confuson. After nameing the file the program will

autamatiecally create a over/under strike font from the Single/Strike
font that you creaded before.

I hope that this article not only helped you creade a new font for
the TFA pragram, but helped also to let vou become a little familliar
with this powerful publishing program.

Mext month I hope to go into actually planning a page, creating the
files, and formatting the files, &and then using the scheduler to print
a nice artistic page of text and graphics.



For all of you who purchased
a Super—Sketch outfit and have
relegated it to the closet in
faver of TI-ARTIST, hers is
pgood  rnewst While going
thrcugh some back issues of
MICROPENDIUM, 1 wocticed an ad
for a disk set calied RRTIST'S
EXTRAS. The ad stated that the
diske corntairned & device
service routine to allow the

use of SUPER-BKETCH with TiI-
ARTIGT. 1 sernt for the disks

{Texamerts, 53 Center B5St.,
Patchogue, New York, 11778,
#6. 95 +  $2.00 S&H) and
received them the next weel.
Helow is a quick example of
what carn be dore with this
package. The licrn im one of
the sample drawings incliuded
ivs the SUPER-BKETCH package
for- practice with the pad. It
took about 10 mirates to dran
the 1licn and cliean up the
picture. The sketch pad I8
much easier 1 use wher:
prasing small mections of the
picture tharn is the joystick.

All of the features of TI-
ARTIST are available irncluding
different brush strolkes. Two
different brush strokes werse
used on the licon. The only
difficulty in using the sketch
pad is the resistance in the
drawing arm. If somecre KNows
how to pet the arm to operate
more smoothly, please share
the informaticon. This dsr
alcrne would be worth the price
of the disks but there are
other Tiles an the disks.
Alsc included are 14 forts,
conversion programs to ponvert

cenln fort=, graphics ang
pictures to TI-ARTIET
varsicons, the joystick dsr

that is used irn TI-PARTIBT
V.2.0, & dsr which allows the
use of the TRS-B0 mouse with

SUPER-BKETCH, plus sever
pictures and Five 1nstances.

—Richard Hotrba

Hest Jax 99'er
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FASTEXT /80
PRINTER TEST
by
RICHARD CORDER

WEST JAX 9ER'S
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Call. CLEAR
GOSUR 260

"GTEP #1 TURN OFF PRINTER":
"GTEP #2 TURN ON PRINTER":

GOSUE 180
CAaL.L.
IF 8=0 THEN 150
GOTO

PRINT
PRINT

BEY (Uy Ky 5)

24
"STEP #3 INGLERT MORE PAPER" s
*TURN OFF AUTO 1LF WITH CR"

PRINT |

PRINT
PRINT

"STEP #4 PRESH ANY KEY TO CONMTINUE":z = 3

RETURN

PRINT

GOTO 3700

AR="ARCDEFGH I JJKLMNOPQRETUVWYY Z 1234567850 ' #+"

Alf="abocdefghi jklmnoparstuvwsys, . "

ik R Al TR i ot i S A AN

PRINT " FASTEXT/80 PRINTER TEST":

PRINT LI

RFTURRN

OPEN #12"PIO"

PRINT #1:* FAGTEXT/BB PRINTER TEST"3CHR&(13)3CHR$(10)

PRINT #1:CHR$(Z7)53"W1"5A%:A1$ B2 CHRE(Z27) 3" WO?

PRINT #1iCHRE(Z7)Y5"WL"5CHRB(27)5"M" 5A%2A1$: B4 s CHRS (27 5" WO
PRINT #1rCHRE(Z7I P S CHRS(Z7)Y 1" WI"SCHRB (153 5 A% A1$ B s CHRE (27 5 "0 s CHRS (1B
PRIMNT #1:A%:=A1%:8%:

PRINT #13CHR$(13)5CHR$ {10 5CHRS(Z7) 5" ~1" A% Al : P CHR$(Z7) 5" ~-0"
PRINT #1:CHR®(Z7)Y1"M" 1AS2A1$6PH: CHR$(13)

PRINT #12CHRE(Z7)§"P"5CHRS(19) 5A%:A1%:Ph: CHRS(18)
PRINT #1 :CHR&CEZ) " INTERNATIONAL CHARACTER SET":
FOR I=0 TO 7

PRINT #1:CHRS(Z7ISCHRE(PTI SCHRE(TY 3 "HAL N IA {3~ s CHAK (1)

NEXT I

PRINT #1:CHR&(13)

PRINT #1:CHR%{(Z7)i"A"5CHR${&) jCHR$ (13 5CHRH(10) 3 "SPACE TEST(&/72)"
PRINT #1:CHR$(Z7)5"A" 5CHR$(7)$"SPACE TEST(7/72)"

PRINT #1:CHR$(27)35"A" 5CHR$(B) j"SPACE TEST{(RB/72)":"SPACE TEST"
PRINT #1:CHR$(1)

PRINT

HLaCHR®(Z7)5"0" $"TEST 1/14 LLINE SPACING" 1" TEST" " TEST"



510
[0
530
540
9350
5460
570
580
Hen
600
&10
&0
&30
&40
&H50
&HE0
&HT0
&80
&30
700
710
720
730
7400
750
7 &0
770
780
T
00
8310
20
£330

PRINT #1:CHR&{27?)3 "I 3" TEGT 1/68 LINE SPACIMG":"TEQT"+"TEGQT"
CLOSE #1

FRINT "TEXT/GRAPHICS TEST": =

INPUT "CONT. GRAPHICS TEST (Y/M)":Dg

IF D#="¥Y" THEN 340

OPEN #1:"PI0O.CR"

PRINT #1:"GRAFHIC PRINT TEST FOR FASTEXT/B8D";CHR$(13)3CHRG (10) 3
FOR L=0 TO 7

PRINT #1:"PIN "jL3" IS5 BEING TESTED."IiCHRSF(13)5CHRS(10)
FRINT #1:CHR®(Z7) 5" %" 5CHR$ (%) CHRE(44) 5 CHRE () 5

FOR J=0 To 57%

FRINT #1:CHR&(ZAL);

NEXT J

PRINT #1:CHR$ (173 3 CHRSE 1) 3

MEXT L

PRINT #1:"TESTING PING 5 & &6 TOGETHER."3CHR$(13)5CHRSCIO §
PRINT #1:CHR$1IZ7)3"%" 5CHR$ (D) 5 CHRS (A4) 3 CHRE(2)

FOR J=0 TO 575

PRINT #1:CHR${(%613

MEXT J

PRINT #1sCHRSC(13Y 3 CHRS (10D ;5

PRINT #1:"TESTING PINS 1 & 5 TOGETHER."{CHRE(13)$CHR$(10);
PRINT #13CHR$(Z7) 5" %" 5CHRS(S) 5CHR$ (a4 ) 5CHRE (2 3

FOR J=00 TO 575

PRINT #14CHR$(17)3

MEXT J

PRINT #12CHR®(1.3) jCHRE (10D 5

PRINT #1:"TESTING ALL PINS TOGETHER. " 5CHRG{13) s CHRE (103
PRINT #1:CHR&(Z7) 5" *" 5 CHR$(S) jCHRE (A4 ) 5 CHRS () 5

FOR J=0 TO 575

FRINT #1%CHRES5) 5

NEXT W

ERD



FASTEXT /B0 PRINTER TEST

AR CDEFGHT JHRLFMOFPFOQORSTUUOVWXYX Y Z 1L 23457820 " a#Hs
B cddefaohi bk lmnmoeoarr-s Ko swirs s ad = e o 3
FLAE e o Y B D T LN

ARCDEFGHI JKLMNOPOQRSTUVWXY Z1 234567820 "' 4%
abocdefghi jkilmnoparatiscvwsygy =y - §
AN Ew () e r e~ Q7T YN

ABRCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXIYZ 1234567890 ' a8s
abocdefahi.iklmnoparstuvwxuz, - 3
LAGER () 4—a> Sl J_ 771 LINT

ARCDEFGHI JKLMHNOPOQRSTUVWXYZ 1234567890 ! a#$
abodefghijbklmnoparstuvusys, o 4
PAATE RO I el DR N N R I O A

ARCDEFGEHIIRLMNOPORSTUVHXYZ1 234967890 #S
abcdefghi jklmnoparstuvw=yz, . 3§
AN AN i T T A R AN

ARCDEFGHIJKLMNOPORSTUVKWXYZ 1234947890 a#s
abcdefghi jklmnoparstuviseyz,y . ¥
AR —13dnl ] 720 LT

ABCDEFGHTJKLMNOPQRSTUVIYYZ 1234567890 ' s
abcdefghi jkImnoparstuvaryzy . 5
KAL) 4224 1 T TON

INTERNATIONAL CHARACIER SET
HALNIAT () )
READIATADGL
EalNIAY (YT
HHA°CEAT AL
#3 FALAT RO
ERC £1~7 (i
Hal ¢ IAT das”
LFascert 3007

soaE L

SPACE TES

-

TEST 1714 LINE SPACING
TEST

TEST

TEST 1/8 LINE SPACING
TEST

TEST



GRAPHIC PRINT TEST FOR FASTEXT/80
PIN 0O I8 PEING TESTED.

PIN 1 TI5 PEING TESTED.

PIN

o

IS BEING TESTED.

PIN 3 IS PEING TESTED.

PIN 4 IS BEING TESTED.

PIN 5 IS PEING TESTED.

PIN & 1S BEING TESTED.

PIN 7 IS5 BEING TESTED.

TESTING PINS % & & TOGETHER,

TESTING PINS 1 & S5 TUOGETHER.

TESTING AL PINS TOGETHER,




