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The September meeting started approx. 7:15ish. The first order of business, as usual, was Msckay
giving thanks. Accolades went to Chris Pratt for his fine work as Editor. Also for the Microsoft,
Modules and books he contributad to the West Penn 99'ers. She also thanked me for-my recerding
work, but | can‘t really figure out why, for as Judy Muir had reminded her, "We in the Ti community
are all volunteers™ Thanks anyway Mickey, since it's nice to hear a few words of appreciation.
Bob's library additions this month inciude; TIPs 7A-12B, FNLWB V4.40 and a Editor and Printer
program for Newsletters. Lynn next gave a complete Treasurer’s report. Mike Sealy is working on
a cartridge expander {(Where are you Mike). The club inventory was taken and all is in order. Some

nice pictures made with Page Pro by Paul Brock were passed around. Don't forget the Lima tapes
are available and worth viewing. Dick Ohi’ has them this month. Dick, cur-sympathy is-extended to
you, your Wife, and family on the tragic. accident to your son. We pray his fiancee has a complete
recovery from her serious injuries. The BBS report disclosed that we are now back up to 2400 baud
communications. Thanks again to Chris Pratt for providing a reasonably priced modem. Art next
went through all the many items he sells, including a 20 Meg, 3 1/2" hard drive for about $100. The
ribbon. inker was idle, let’s rememmber to bring those dry ribbons in for referbishing. For a $1 you
can't beat it and it works really fine..

Should you want to give a demo, all you have to do, isask. Also let us know if you have any
equipment for sale, Chris would be giad to advertise it for you. Mickey’s Micro review this month;
p20 Barry Traver's Assembly, p24 Bruce Harrison’s Assembly (This is the stuff Dick Ohi's class is
all about}, p27 Mario Bros. review???, p28 Digitized sound and p30 Autc-loading from Tape. Next
on the agenda, after more strange waving of her hands, Mickey demoed #3 OLGV (On Line Grape
Vine) provided by Rick Keppler. Rick will be giving a demo of Midi-Master. Gary Taylor will soon
demo a mock BBS set-up. Come join the fun. Don't forget Pizza-Pizza. Mickey next demoed OSCAR.
What! doas she do everything around here? Just a-bout pardner, even hardware. Oscar is a bar code
scanner. It was won in the raffle later by Ken Farr. This unit when first released cost $400. Bill
Vorp and Jack Skinner won lesser prizes. -What a raffle, what a meeting, ooh va. A somewhat
lengthy discussion on club "T" shirts ensued. 1t's not for sure what was decided  but next month
we get to see shirt colors and maybe we can have Rob or Joe Eki model them for us. Wow, can
ya wait. It was rummored that ESD will soon be out with their new I1DE hard card, included in the
package is a 40 Meg hard drive, all for about $270. We are all hoping.it comes off this time without
a hitch.

* This smear mark is a result of Méckey’s fast hands.

May the good 4's be with vou.



NEXT MEETING DATE . .

OCTOBER 15, 1991
7:00 P.M.

MEETING LOCATION

PENNS WOODS
CIVIC ASSOCIATION

JUST OFF ROUTE 30
N. HUNTINGDON, PA

LIST OF WEST PENN OFFICERS FOR 1391

PRESIDENT: Mickey 4123350163
VICE FRESIDENT: Joha 4125276656
TREASURER: Lynn 4172-835-4304
RECORDING SEC: Frank 412-751-6065
CORRESPONDING ssc Mike 614-282-5627
LIBRARIAN: ‘Bob 412-863-5672
NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Chris 703-415-3964

GENERAL ITINERARY OF THE CLUB'S MEETING

6:45 P.M. " DOORS OPEN

00 PIML GENERAL MEETING

A5 PM, ~DEMOS & NEWINFO-

- 8145 P.M. ASSEMBLY FORUM
8:45 P.M. HARDWARE CLASS
11:00 P.M. DOORS CLOSE

LATEST NEWS CONCERNING OUR NEW T~SHIRTS
NOMINATIONS FOR CLUB OFFICERS FOR 1992

BBGARD'E Y.A.P.P. - DEMO BY MIKE S8EALY

NOTUNG'S FILMLIB ~ DEMO BY LYNN GARDNER

"ON~LINE GRAPEVINE" DISK #4 BY VONRICKY

$15.00 PER YEAR FOR INDIVIDUAL / FAMILY
$10.00 PER YEAR FOR ONLY OUR NEWSLETTER

West Penn 99 'ers

LATEST T.I. NEWS AND SOFTWARE DISCOUNTS

From the Editor...

i don't care what anybody savs...our-computer
is far from extinet! Vve heard 2 few people in the
Tl community - whine and complain about new stuff
not being developed for the Tl lately. Well, tha‘&
has to be the farthest thing from the truth I'v
heard in quite some time. In just the past month

-I've_seen things for the Ti that have dazzled me

{and believe me ! am not an easy ocna'to lmpress)
To start things off | am anticipating the release of
aarry Boone's new Dagmzed Sound/Speach
progmm The amazing program plays digitized 1BM
files on a standard T {even without speech
synthasizer attached!). The program is supposed
to be outsoon-and distributed by Texaments,
was also pleazantly surprised this month with
Barry Traver's article in the Computer Monthly,
The article itself was as good as-every month, but
Computer Monthly actually gave the Tl more

_article space! - Hopefully it will continue. | was

witiness 1o more shackmg Tt developments at the '
September MANNERS maeeting near our natlon s
capitol. Ed Hali gave all in aneﬂdance a treat with
the demo of his new AUTO-UNARCHIVER '

“‘program. That's right...the T) can now self-extract

archived files! The program allows the user to
pack files into one archived executable file. Then
in-turn allowing the user on the receiving end -

unpzack the files simple by running it via

Editor/Assembler option #3. Shane Truffer,

President of £5D, was also in attendance and he

gave everyone.a demo of his new IDE hard drive.
imterface for the T1. He also discussed his new
high-density Hloppy controller and pricing
structures of his new products. The hard drive
{continued on page 5)
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OCTORER 1991
By Paul Brock

that wvou might

This was copied
From a 1985

Family Compuling
magazine and on
casseties.
enJoy €.

1 thought

The listing is below.

HOLLOWEEN CLASESIC

10 DIN A6(5) H(32,2) N(32) S FRTEO ot Fai
20 RANDOKIZE +: CALL CLEAR 2 CALL SCREEN(2)

30 FOR =1 TO 37 :: READ B(1,1),M(1,20:0 NEXT I
£0 FOR 121 T0 32 :: READ W(1):: MEXT I

§0 FOR 130 TH S :: READ AS(ID:: EXT 1

60 FOR 1:1 70 13 12 READ OH,CI

70 CALL CHARICH AS(ED) 2 REXT I

80 CALL LOLOR(Z,Z,10}

90 FOR 05:8 10 14 23 READ F§,BG

100 CALL COLORICS,F6,BE)1: MEXT {8

140 FOR J=1 T0 47 :: READ A,B

120 CALL HCHAR(A,B,104)21 NEXT J

130 {ALL COLDR(10,2,D)

140 FOR 123 1 1

150 CALL HCHARCY,19-1,112,241-5):1 NEYT 1

160 FOR 1z 70 16 55 READ A,B,X,CH,REP

170 FOR I:h TO-B 13 CALL HCHARC,Y,LH REF)

180 NEXT J 1o MENT D oo CALL HOMAR(2I,18,46)
190 LALL MAGNIFY(2)

200 FOR ¥z1 0 RHD¥10+20

210 K0 INTCRDEZIHL &3 IF KD22 THEN XD:16

220 CALL SOUND(S00,-(INT{RND¥3)45) ,0)

230 CALL COLDRC1Z,K0,857: CBLL LOLDRU1D,X0,1)
240 CALL COLORCRSINT(RRD¥A) &2} INT(RND#(2)+%)
250 NEYT X

260 FOR 5P=2 70 5 :: CALL COLDRIRSP,Z):: HEYT 5F
270 CALL COLOR(I3,2,133 CALL COLDR(10,2,1)
280 CALL SPRITECR],96,46,1,256,0,-10)

290 CALL SOUND(100,FR-5415,10,FR-7,10,FRe3,10)
300 CALL POSITIONCRI,S,T?

350 IF T(6S AND F THER CALL WOTION(AI, 4,005 F=¢
320 1F $(23 THEW FR=FR-3 33 GOTO 290

330 CALL DELGPRITE(RL}:: FRITEG oo Fri

340 CALL SPRITE(KG,128,16,142,147007 1=t

150 CALL SOUND(300,M113,5 N(1)#2,8

410 CALL KEY(0,%,5)5: IF $=0 THEW 350 ELSE 200
1000 DATA 0,-4,0,4,0,4,0,4,0,2,0,2,6,-2,8,-2
1010 DATA =4,0,8,0,-4,0,4,0,2,0,2,0,-2,0,-2,0
1020 DATA 4,4 -4,&,d,4 8,6 ,4,8,4,8,-4,-4,-6,
1070 DATR -4 ,8,8,8,4,~8 -4, 4,4 4,8 4,4 ,-4,-4
2000 DATA 131,147, 156,186,147 ,147,131,131

2010 DATA 131,147 ,156,196 447 ,156,131,131

2020 DATA 156,175,196 ,196 196,206,196, 175

2630 DATA 147,136,475,175,175,196,175,156

3000 DATA "183CSAFFFEFRFERS® " 1830SAFFEFFFFFSA™
3030 DATA *FFOOFFOOFEODEFO0® ,*0000004200000000°
3020 DATA *FEFFFFFFFFFFFFFE®

4600 DATA 88,5,96,1,97,1,98,4,99,2,100,2,104,5
4010 DATA 112,5,120,5,126,4,129,5,130,5,136,3
4020 DATA 3,3,16,%,16,1,7,7,10,10,2,2,13,1

4030 DATA 1,0,1,6,8,7,1,26,1,31,2,3,2,5,2,8
5040 DATA 7,28,2,25,%,30,3,2,3,4,3,9,3,10

6050 DATA 3,24,3,79,4,2,4,5,4,20,4,21 4,22

1060 DATH 4,24,4,28,4,30,5,1,5,5,5,25,5,27

8070 DATA 5,31,6,4,6,25,6,27,6,31,7,3,7,24
4080 DATA 7,26,7,32,8,2,8,4,8,23,8,27,9,4

4050 DATE 9,5,3,78,10,6,10,25,16,24,1,80, 32
4100 DATA 12,24,7,112,19,18,24,14,120,5

4140 DATA 12,15,%,136,6,12,15,18,136,6

4120 DATA 18,21,8,136,5,19,21,20,136,5

£130 DATR 12,15,10,130,4,12,15,19,130,4

4140 DATA 18,21,9,130,8,18,21,21 130,93

§150 DATA 19,15,15,130,3,6,6,7,120,5,7,&

4160 DATA 8,170,3,9,9,8,120,2,10,10,8,120,4
4170 DATA £9,19,16,124,1

360 CALL SPRITE(RZ,97,16,100-HU1,1),60-H(1, 20 A%, 98,16, 100-001, 1), 155-8(1,2))
370 CALL SPRITE(R4,93,16,148-H(I, 1), 70-H(1,20 k5, 100,46, 148-H{1 1), 166-001,20)

230 IF RRDYO.Z THER CALL COLOR(R6,2):: 8070 400
3% CALL COLOR{RG,16)
400 Foiefedzs(izild

ReD2&T I MRDE
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SLIDING BLOCK PUZZLES
i REVIEW BY DEANNA SHERIDAN
-NORTHCOAST 99ERS - CLEVELAND, OHIO

If you enjoy "thinking games® inatesd of the shoot ‘em up tyvpe,
you will' enjoy SLIDING BLOCK PUZZLES by Norman Rokke. If the name
isn’t thet famlllar to you, several of us have used his "1000 Words®
feirware program to create graphics for TI-Writer.

Norman - Rokke 1is a professor at a college along the Ohlo River,
and 1 believe his specialty is physzics. Only a person with high math
capabllity would be able to come up with these puzzles. They follow
the idea of the old mosalc puzzles and the  litile hand-held puzzles
with one plece missing, and it 1s your task to place them in & certain
corder of numbers, letters, or whatever, to complete the puzzle,

There are so far, two series of these puzzles. I picked up the
series I at the Lima meet. It has three puzzles, evidently going from
ithe esasiest to the haerdest. {You can’t prove it by me, as I have been
unable to solve ANY of them as yet.) In this case, the blocka are of
varying colors, and it 1s the puzzle solvers job to get the iarge RED
block from its beginning position at the top left-hand of the screen
to the bottom-right. _

The documentation states that the first puzzie can be solved in &
minimum of 59 moves; the second in 81 moves; and the third in 90
MOVEeSs. If you want hours of concentration at your computer, this is
the disk for you. After you have conguered Series I, there is =
Series II. If you enioy working this type of puzzlie, but Jjust can’t
seem to get a “clue" as to how to go about 1t, vou can obtain SLIDING
BLOCK SOLUTIONS -~ SERIES I and II. The advertisement for the
golutions siates that 1t gilves you just the right amount of help
without the risk of spoiling the pame as vou control - the amount of
help vou receive.

Sliding Block Puzzles 1s distributed by MS Express Software, P.O.
Box 498, Richmond, 0Ohio 43944. If MS Express is not familiar to vyou,
any adventure fan of the TI world has heard of Mickey Schmitt of the
Pittsburgh and West Penn user groups. she and Lynn  Gardner have
written adventure programs which have been distributed through Asgard.
In fact, in addition to the Siiding Block Puzzle series, they also
have availeble Adventure Hints -~ Series I and II, as well as &
simulation game entitled, Galactic Emperors.

The Sltiding Block Puzzles disks are $£7.95 each, as well as the

solutions disks. Adventure Hints - Series I and II sell for £9. 95
each, and Galactic Empercrs sells for $9. 95.

- WP &
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KEEPING UP WITH CASSETTES
BY MICKEY SCHMITT
HUMBER 4 |

This month*'s article comes to us via san

article that I read in the August 1991 -

issue of Micropendium. It was entitled
“huto-Loading from Tepe" and-was written
by D. H. Harris.

(Note: Micropendium . ~ found this
particular article in one of the issues
of the TIsHUG’s newsletters which .comes
out of Sydney, Australia ~ I could not
tell from Micropendium’s article whether

or not this article “originated" from.

Sydney, -Australia or whether it had Jjust
been “reprinted” in one of their
newsletters. At any rate, 1 thought the
info was worth repeating. )

The command RUN “CS1% can be used instead

of END so that a tape of Exiended BASIC
programs will load each other. Each
program must have END:changed to- RUN
“C81*.  The effect iz like RUN "LOAD"™ in
g disk collection. Suppose the program
line is:

1000 END
Make 1t:
1000 RUN "(CSs1"

It starts a cassette load as soon as the
program ends.

Remember to put the 'guotation marks
around €81, otherwise it is not a valid
- device, although for SAYE CS1 vou leave
 off the quote marks. The same for OLD
£51. For RUN “CS1" you must use the
quotes both as-a systems command and as a
statement in & program.

This will work for TI-BASIC programs

running out - of - the Extended BASIC

- environment provided that the allowable
range o0f character sets ls employed and
that the program does not agk - for
"SPEECH", OUTPUT.

~-WEPe

answering & -questionnaire,

Best Buys Oct "91

October seems- to be a month where
people start to spend even ‘more time with

- their computer systems, so I am going to
“offer a little variety this month. First lets
~ start with Dbest buys in software. For you

adventure fans out there this one is 3 real
winner, Asgard Software in coordination

- with the original supplier and Bafry Boone,
" never-before-released Infocom Adventure

games for the TL.  'The original Infocom
games (Plunﬁered_ Hearts, Suspect,
Hollywood Hijinx, . Station Fall, The

Lurking Horror, Leather Goddesses of
Phobos) require 32K, at'least DS/SD disk,

and an Editor Assembler Module (note the

- last two games listed require a Super*Cart).
“Asgard . is- selling these adventures for

$14.95 each. -Asgard Software, P.O. Box
10306, Rockville, MD 20849,
Hardware products are, as always,

‘abundant for the TI. You may find yourself

wanting to add to your system this fall. For

those interested in such things I recommend

a new magazine which debut this summer
called Computer Buying World, s $6 cover
price may scare you away, but rest assured
you can obtain a free subscription by simply
Computer
Buying World, P.O. Box 3020, Northbrook,
IL 60065-9847.

“Hedt Buys sre the editors choice for products that are

. compatible with the TI and are bassd upon the editor’s personal oxperiences
. with the producte lieted in this column. Homs nre sclected on the basis of

qunlity, price, snd performasce. Suggesied vendors are sometinies included
either because they are the only ones who carry the product, or becsuse of
outsianding customer support from the vendor,

: WP
(continued from page ) -
...controller card will be packaged with a 40MB IDE
hard drive and will retail for around $275, The
floppy option will be packaged with your choice of
high-density drives for approx. $165. I bave seen so
much become available for the TT computer that it
truly "blows my mind®.

One quick word about article submissions.

I thank Mickey and Paul again this month for their

‘timely submissions. Please, everyone get involved.
Some of you have promised me articles too (you

know who you are). Please send articles o

_ Christopher Prait, 801 15(h ST, § APT 505,

Arlington, VA 22202-5017.
—WEE
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1000 Busse Rc}ad (R(m%e 83), Elk vae Vﬂiage, Hlmms
Easy Access from I-90 and O' Ha.re Airport

Exhibits and Seminars

Saturday, 2 November 1991

9:00 AM. to 5:00 PM.
Admission - $4.00

Social Mixer Dinner
Friday, 1 November Saturday, 2 November
8:00 - 12:00 P.M. 7:00 - 9:30 P.M.
Price $5.00 Price $15.00

For more information on the TI FAIRE or for membership, write:
- CHicaco TI Users GROUP,
P. O. Box 578341, Chicago , IL 60657
- or Call our Hotline: (708) 869-4304

£
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- From the MANNERS club...

o What Was the name. @f that program? Seems like it had SEARCH in the name, but that wasn’t

- the' whole name.’ Weﬁ let’s see. .. FIND would work if 1 knew the whole name, and which hard

drive or floppy 1 Wmted 0 seamh Maybe if T had that SYStem SEARCH pmgmm I wrote..
THATSET?

And here it i3 so others car use it two. This program is for those Wh@ ‘have maﬂﬁp}@
subdirectories and drives. It is set up to search for partial names so you can find all occurrences of
substrings within filenames.

In order to “customize® it for your system, set up the first data line so it contains the basic -
drives of your system. Inthe listing 1 show floppies 1 through 4 and RAMDISK 5 as-well as hard -
drives 1 and 2. 1If one of these drives is empty the error routine will skip it, however this will be
slow. Alternately a disk can be placed in the drive. Once running all subdiréctories are picked up
and placed in the array so that each will be checked. The subdirectories are checked by level, This
may seem strange at first since the first level of each drive is checked before the second level is
started, which causes the pmgram i skip back and-fom_betwmntha hard drives. :

- When the program is run it pmmpzs for a search siring. All filenames available (o the system

are seamheﬂ for an occurrence of the search string Wwithin them. If a match is found, the path and
filename information is displayed on the screen.

PROGRAM LISTING:

100 DIM DEVICES (200)¢: A, B=0

116 INDPUT “SEARCH STRING? "8RS S B
120 AR=A41 gz READ m&vxam%g&} 2 IF QEVX$E${ﬁ§ﬁ>“%ND“ THEK 120

130 ON ERROR 130 : ' ‘ S

140 B=B+1 :: IF BEV&@Eﬁ{BBM“%NBW THEN 230

150 OPEN #1:DEVICES{S), INTERNAL, INPUT ,FIXED

160 INPUT #1L:B%,D,8,¥

170 INPUT #1:BS,D,B, ¥

180 IF BS=YY THEN 220

196 IF BB2(D)=6 THEKN GOSUB 260

2060 IF POBS(BS,E8R%,1)>0 THEN PRINT DEVICES(B),BS::: IF ABS(D)=6 THEN
PRINT TAB(25) :%<D>" BLEER PRIWNT @ o

210 GOTC 170

220 CLOSE #1 :: GOTO 130

230 BEND -

240 DATA mﬁﬁimﬁﬁﬁﬂmmwmgﬁzaﬁmgﬁﬁ,gﬁﬁﬂﬁwgwwsiwﬁwm$zw

250 DATE END
260 BEWI@E%@&%&}K%EVE@E%{%}

290 DEVICES (R)=DEVICRS (B) &BSa"™,»
280 h=hei

290 RETURY

—WE g
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& reviaew by
Johin Bulakowrski
HUTHES Ti-9%ers

There are aysteries and unanswered guestions in life such as ‘How did
the world begin?’, ‘Was the creation of =man evolutionel?’, and, *Why
does one reslly need & RAHdisk for his TI%?’. For 2l) such guestiona,
the eanswers can end will be debasted for centuriss. Let’s teckle the
one that will be with us the longest (the other guestions w#ill long be
enswered and the TI will still be with us), why a TI RaNdisk? Here‘s
the facts. RAldisks: 1) cost ot leasst twice as much g the combined
cost of a DREDD controller cerd and essociated diek drive: 27 can be
occasionally tempersmental; 3) may not work exactly as advertised whaen
you firet get them: 4) cen only store & finite amcunt of information at
ong Lime: D) are 4 pure Joy ito work with. Obvicuely, the only salient
fact among the above is 5, a pure joy. Whilet your children say they
nead new shoess and your spouse rwally deserves that night out, there
are some basic necessities that a TI’er simply must have.

in order to shere my views on RAMdisks let me recount my experiances
with the RAHdisk thet I selected, the Austrelian Hunter Valley 9Y%ers
Vser Groups fuest RDEED. I leaerned of the Buest vie & review

in MICROpendium (June, 1980, page: 317 where it recieved wvery high
Bnarks . Spured oo by the reletively low cost, I and esncthar memnber of
34T grdup, Craig Stogran, easch bought one. ' _ ' '

In my opinion there are two main factors in the selection of & RaMdisk,
price and performance. Let‘e explore sach.

PRICE

The HICRUOpendium article suggessts that the cost of the bare QUEST
board was aspproximately U.S5. %60 and, after you finished buying the
verioue comrponents and memory, could wind up costing between B200 to
8300, The words “approximnate”™ end “betwesn" are used because there are
a nuabasr of variaebles such ae: the current year’'s cost of the board {(in
Auastralian Dolliars?, the exchangs rate, the oost of an “internetional
poney order, and, fipelly, the price of the componsnts. in ny case
tand remember, I placed a&n order for twoe of all of the bought itess, so
thes non-recurring costs such es. commisions and S&H, were haelwved) bLthe
arithmetic works out s follows {taxes, whare appilicable, sre
included?:

~Base Guest RAaHdisk ($100 Ldustralien Dollars)

8 an exchange rate of .8781=3 BT .81
~Internsticnal Honey Order commission 7 .50
~Postage o S0
~Hemory chips (17 8 857.530 plus S/H) 121.2%
~Battery (for baek up memory), mounting bteps 12.90
~Henory chip sockets 2.55
Total £5242.55
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- PERFORMANCE

S How  for the second park of the eguation, performance. I experienced a
sylwtartwup proplen with sy Guest cerd efter 1 @ddmd wdditional sockebts

" eo o cbkhet T coould expend itw wﬁpmhiiﬁtiw& up e Abfe BIZK limdibt (2048
medtdrﬁk. The psopie in Australis wers as cooperstive es they ocould be
,frwm TR0 -malaw away and &uggmmtﬂﬁ thet they hed rus into & sesriss of
carde that insdvertantly omited & resistor. I ren to Radio Jheck, got
the stxabmr,f instealled it, wnd nothipg happensd.  Ancther suggestion
-1 hat parh&?a eone of the other microchips was bad, but, after
replaecing . them, I still had e bue card.  Although the Hunter VYelley
group suggasted the I send the cerd back to them, I didn’t want te wait
that leong (it cen teke 5 to 4 weeks one wayll.

Our resident Elegtrical Enginesr, Craig, took up the chellenge. Using
his board (which, by the way, waes working like & chars? se a referencs,
he yminstck;ngly started comparing the circultry. It snded up that Ltwo
of the printed traces wos touching another. After some MIiNOr SUrdgery.
the board was alive. ‘ '

I got it back at the Boston Feire where we pileced his board, my board,
and Dave Fink'e Horizon RAMdisk in the same P.E. box. flmost 2
regs of RAH ! And no conflictes. Sheey power and speed. This, in a
machine that TI gave up for deasd over & years ago. Shames on then.

what kind of speed em I talking about? Well, in my case, I've placed my
most used utilities, including FUNNELWEB, TELCO, and TI &rbiast

on the csrd. Having & battery bsckup ie nice, precluding you £rom
loading up the card every time you powsr up (aslthough I do find that,
on occasion, & power surge will corrupt the files stored in memory,
necessitating a reload). Anyway, speed is turning on the TI end beling

Anstontly grested with a menu of prograss to run. A &inglm kaypress
gets me FUNMNELWED in = second (literelly?l. Other programe ‘that are
disk reading intensive are a plesssure to work with, Ais an example, the

heading of this erticle was made using T frtiet. It consists of
one instance and four different fonts. The process to do this requires
going from the wcentrel TIA menu Lo Enhancements to retrieve the
inastances, beck to central meny, off to Fonts, back to menu, off Lo
Artist to save the picture, back to menu, off to Print. Using a disk
system {ignoring getting files J would heve your disk system running 7
times for a total time of &4 sevonds. Usibg the RANdisk wliminuates
disk drive wear and enesbles you to do the ebove in 18 seconds. UOver 3
& 1/2 times faster?! One can get spoiled real fast. I could go on, but
I think you get the idea. ‘ve seen similar parforsance on the other
cards mentioned above. Th&ﬁ spasd ie sxacbtly what the TI-99 needs.
The neer instantanecus importing of information npearly completely
offsets the limited emount of memory Gthat our mechine has. This
enables it run programs thet would be discoursging to the user being
fregquently interrupted by disk drive sobtiations.

Spead is the comson denominabor among @il the RAMdiske. There are a
number of other discriminetors thet ceause the differences in prices. I
can’t get into the individual merits here, suffice it to say that each
has it’s own ‘goodies’. et their brocvhures, see what they have to
offer and matoh it agsinst what you intend to use the RANdisk for.
Permonally, 1'm a supporiter of User Groups in ganérﬁl, and 1f a group
iike the Hunter Valley %$%ers come up with a werthwhile product, I'm
more than inclined to give themn my business. They did a fine Job.

Hake your own supplier dewision, but get one, it's a pure jJoy.
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Hot bad, falling right in the middle of that
BZOO-8300 range mnentionsd esrlier. However .,
wa‘re not gquite done yet. You see, there is
some delicate soldering work that has Lo be
done in order to asgunt the sockete that tRe
memory chips will fit into. It sesms that I
misplaced my soldering iron and needed another
tactually e good thing, for my old ons drew
anough power to brown-out sy neighborhood) .
And some solder. And, beceupa I hed sone
teething problems with the RAMdisk, I hed teo
buy some edditional microchips. 1 also enjoyed
an educational wxperience and found ocut bhat e
phona calil to Australie runs 81.00 a minute.
8o, if you find yourself in e simiiar situaetion
like myselif, you can figure on adding some more
to the tebtal!

~Spidering iron, solider 511,28
~Insurance Chips {includes 3/H) BEZ2.47
~Fhone calls S520.00
Subtotel S 56517§
Totel from above BaL.DL

Grand Total BR06 . 26

That's « pretty .much it.. . There may be some trade-offs that you may make
(Like already having or borrowing some eguipment), but I wan verify
thst - you - can expect to spend in the $25%0 - 8300 range for a fully
icaded (512 K fuest Raldisk.

How doms thet price stack wp to some of the other RANdisks oubt  there?
Well, prices do - fluctuaste eand I do admit that I don’t have all the
ijstest, but the following will at least get you into the ballperk for
Cconparisons:

~MYRRE B12K Ewpansion Card

¢{price from Texaments catalogl.........5269.95 pluas $4.50 S&H
~RAVE 99NX01/544 - .

(from ROVE catalogl..revccascscsscnc-.c5099,.95 plus Sk S5&H
~HODRIZON Siz2K kit

(from ad in July MICROpendium) ....cc.. . SZ30.00
~HORIZON S12K Builb.csssaceococovncoensnas 5285.00

Just e note of advice on the HORIZON cards if you decide to go with
that product. Having gone through the quasi-kit axp@riance with the
RBuest, I would strongly recommend buying the card slready assembled.
That extra 1% buys & lot of insurance insofar as it virtually
guarantees a working card when you put it into your F.E. box.

~WPé
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Wanted: TI=%%9/8 compuber. Por Ssles; TI-29/4A Consoles(l)

Call 703-415-3%64 or write: wi BF Modulators & Power Suppliesm.
Christopher Pratt CorConp 9900 MHicro Expansion Systes
801 1%th 8T, B APT 603 {includes BE-232, ki) + Memnory
Arlington, VA 22202-5017 Brxpanzion, & DE/DD Disk Controller).
or GEnlie (e-mail): C.PRATIE Half~Et. DS/DD 5% Drives w/ power
with information. supply and case.

Epewch Synthesizer.

9 to: EHard Drive. Learge gty. of software, documentation
20MB MFM 3%" Hard Brive and other related books and cables.
w/ 5%" mounting bzacket -- §100.00 Best offer takes all!

Call Art Gardneyr st: 412-835-4304. Contact Eric of BLill at:
or User #3 on PUG BBES. {412y 373-2104

Classified ads may be placed by any membezr of the West Penn %9"er User’s Group free of charge, ?!eaw send ads directly
i the edm::r or give to Mickey st the mestings. The normsl deadline for submission applies.

~WEF &

!ﬁi’i@ that t

G8 F 5B € B2

VISR

The West Penn 8%ers User’s Group will take nominations
from the floor at the October 15th Meeting. All elected
1982 officers will receive {(again this year) the brand new
1992 Ferrari (please read the fine print...}.

{Ploase note these edditions] terms: Elected slficer vany not get his/her chuics of osler. West Pena Club snd s pacent campany, The
City of Fittaburgh, are not responsible for the officer's placemant of keys aftor they laave recipient's hand. Helatives of the Wast Penn
G3'era ARE aligible to win. s the case of an slected oificial under the age o 16, iraining wheals will be provided. Officials limited to

25 ¢oncurest one yesr terms. Anyone adbering to these additional terms, or taking this completaly seriously will hava some sxplaining
te do pozt month., Bye, Bys O]

~WP& -
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Tuesday
* 15th

The West Penn meeting is on the 15th of this month.
Mark your calendar!
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