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by: Frank Zic

The December meeting started at 7:15 PM.{(Almost}. The first order of business,
as usual, was Mickey giving thanks. On the receiving end were Judy and Ralph
for bringing in a scrumptious, large and beautifully decorated pén cake (It was
graciously served by Judy, too). Next she thanked all the officers that served
during the year; VP-John Willforth, Treas-Lynn Gardner, Cor/Sec-Mike Sealy,
Lib-Bob Sadusky, Rec/Sec-Frank Zic, NL/Editor-Chris Pratt and NL-Asst.Judy
Muir & Ralph Vasco. Then, too, let us not forget to give a special thanks to our
dynamo leader who did such a great job, Mickey Schmitt. Next year's new
officer changes were mentioned; VP-Norm Rokke and Cor/Sec-Paul'Brock. Next
Lynn gave a favorable Treas. report. Remember this is dues paying time, member
& family $15 and News Letter only $10. Bob said that FNLWB ver 4.4 was in
the library, Re-inking was brisk, said Art. Club inventory will be taken in January
so if you have any club equipment out try to bring it in for accounting purposes
then check it out again. A copy of Asgard’s Reflections was passed around.
Compridyne’s Artist Card Shop and an update to Water Works were discussed.
Joe made up some posters to recruit new members to -our Tl club. We are to put
the posters on cur own community bulletin boards.

Next month’s demos; Mickey will demo Rock Runner and | will demo a
challenging French version of Runner. The high light of next month’s meeting,
however, will be Dick Ohi showing us his new PE/2 P-box and key board.
Mickey’'s Micro review for the Nov.{correct the front page month to Nov.) issue
were; p2,3 Tex+ Comp’s good prices, p6 1992 Chicago Ti fair, p26,27,28 the
19917 Chicago Faire report and p32 Reviews are back. Von Ricky’s Dec. Grape
Vine will be issued at the Jan, meeting. Mickey stated that she has heard that
the 1982 Lima Faire will once again be held at the same location as previous
years. Two demos were given, Mickey-FX sound and Paul-Guide Lines. Both
were given as raffle prizes. It was noted by Paul that Guide Lines printed out
only while using T! Artist Plus. The FX digital sound guality was pretty good and
this without the need of a speech synthesizer. Well | guess this issue closes out
another really fine year for our T club. | would like to take this opportunity to
extend our clubs best wishes to all our many friends throughout the world, have
a very Merry Christrmas and a Happy New Year.

May the good 4°s be with vou.



WEST PENN 99’ERS CLUB INFORMATION
" NEXT MEETING DATE

JANUARY 21, 1992
700 POM.

MEETING LOCATION

PENNS WOODS
CIVIC ASSOCIATION

JUST OFF ROUTE 30
N. HUNTINGDON, PA

LIST OF WEST PENN OFFICERS FOR 1992

. PRESIDENT: Mickey 412-335-0163
VICE PRESIDENT: Morm 412-527-6656
TREASURER: Lynn 412-835-4304
RECORDING SEC: Frank 412-751-6065
CORRESPONDING SEC: Paul 614-282-5627
LIBRARIAN: Bob 412-863-5672
NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Chris T03-415-3964

GENERAL ITINERARY OF THE CLUB'S MEETING

DOORS OPEN

6:45 P.M.

7:00 P.M. GENERAL MEETING

- 7:45 P.M. DEMOS & NEW INFO
8:45 P.M. ASSEMBLY FORUM
8:45 P.M. HARDWARE CLASS
11:00 P.M. DOORS CLOSE

MEETING HIGHLIGHTS FOR THIS MONTH

LATEST T.I. NEWS AND SOFIWARE DISCOUNTS
SPECIAL BBS PRESENTATION BY GARY TAYLOR
STAR TREK DISK ~ DEMO BY MICKEY SCHMITT
"NEW SOFTWARE" FROM MS EXPRESS SOFTWARE
SURPRISE DEMO - FROM ONE OF OUR MEMBERS

"ON~-LINE GRAPEVINE" DISK #6 BY VONRICKY

RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP DUES!

$15.00 PER YEAR FOR INDIVIDUAL / FAMILY -
$10.00 PER YEAR FOR ONLY OUR NEWSLETTER

West Penn %99 'ers

From the Editor...

I am pleased to be with you for another
vear of computing! | can not believe it
has been one full vear already. Well, |
haven’t started to go gray yet, but with
12 issues under my belt the job seems to
be losing its luster.

Since | felt that way, | thought it was
definitely time for some change, ves
change [it is not a swear word you knowl],
As you probably already noticed this
year's newsletter has a slightly different
format. | placed the Table of Contents
[aka In This Issuel on the front page along
side the minutes to the meeting. | believe
this new format will be more pleasing to
the eye, allow readers 1o quickly spot
what is in the issue, and maost importantly
allow me to squeeze more information in
each issue! Feedback is always
appreciated.

Please help your club’s newsletter by
submitting articles for publication. This
allows YOU to directly influence the _
direction of OUR newsletter. Conveniently
drop off your submissions to Mickey at
the meetings [or whenever you may be
fortunate enough to see her], or just as
easy drop it in the mail directly to me:

Christopher Pratt
801 15th &7, §. APT 605
Arlington, VA 22202-5017

If you have any questions please feel free
to call either of us {phone number on left].

i wish everyone a Happy 1992, May
this year bring even more innovations to
the Tl community. Perhaps 'll even be
able to visit you more often...I may be
able to break away from the Capitol for a
long weekend and make a few exira

meetings this year. CDP
~WE ¢
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by LAV A BROCK

iy wndolon on the 2oftware 1hat we (West oo

Iowould like {0 enpress
User ‘s Groupld have in the library. T have been useing the liorary oov
a long time and have found that 1t 18 very regsortfuvi.  One of  fhae e i
programs  among  the M1U3, ancl T ocouid list quliv ) faw, Lo T i
PLUS Y, I am Just gues -‘:.‘:,‘-;.,nu-: nas 1§ IS
Funnelwebh/TI-WRITER. Zil ng it to
fully understanding of all liui i& in PLUSE,
all ihat I can.

f"'<

‘;1

This is FPLUSF V. 2. 0O topethsr as
Sughrue  and askKing 1 worrth 1t

. i
cdisle of utitities &and Wwidpi“‘tﬁ ing
i, Errd _g;.u CIE RN Tode owi bl me thee Pindd o versooooe [owas &

it s capabilities.

The neat thing that T was able to do from the formatier was pul naus
sncl date on my letters. But of course all the TI- hRW?YS fTans  kreow Lo
to <o that, I dign ottt I can alse put it ; et e
with very little effart. The letlers are all set
To uEe. Tf  you use o worduroszer a lot this
toal.

For those that don’t know atout i1 T recomena that you ask Bone L
thhat  has oa  copy. TP your  library don’t  have  a copy of SLUs:
[GROUPWARE price is £30.00 per user groupl.

T st also mention  that  there  1s  lnstructions faur :
sartrol Revs, all  the gpraphlisa Keys., aped the  ITALTOE i1
. SN

prints, plus you can design your Own. . T haven't triec o

anything. yetd Trere. ig. alsc. . some programs. Lhal bey be ol doloest o
many . For exsmple TINYTEENY, worlozs  omallest WO G e S E D b by
subserip. '

We  at  West Penn have a nice library, modules, oaos il
sk, The Librarian for the Jdisks is BQP'SADHSKY. ¥
A in & rice book which someone b 1 e

the listingﬁ updated
meeting, We mlzo have lots of graphlc p!U srams owr il FEY T

WEST PENMN has & very good demd eévery month, telling &verymne Wil
on the  market and showing bow 10 works, glves Everyone o chanoe 1l
11 Frist hand.  We  2tso beawe cat el prizes, Cooddes o oaikd e
intertalnment. My wite and 1 nave a wounderiuwi lLime.  Theve oo Lo
infaormation being shared, things being flxed, and letters to e read

Maybe next month I will talk some more on software that T nave. !
rave & few that T havent got the bugs out or should I gay el Lokt
Fnow how 1o run. 1 uge the library as a  tool  to help me along oo
way. Mickey Weeps all of us prelly well informed oo to new froewars
anc Bob keeps the library wupdatec.

HAPPY NEWYE AR EVEHRY ONE

Lets make s New year resolutiont Everyone come the meeting. i
Frr, and educstional.

MADFE IN THE U %A
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i
by Ed Hall

In my previous two articles, I left out all mention of dates. I need to
reconstruct at least approximate dates of some of the major changes to show a
trail which displays how long it actually took to create my "MONSTER" T1.
Therefore, this article will include a brief history of my portable TI console’s early
life as well as the recent changes not yvet put to paper.

1 became a licensed amateur radio operator (ham) back in about 1878 and
then a Tl enthusiast around 1983, Being a ham operator as well as a Tl
enthusiast, I wag quite interested in linking the two together. In some of my
tinkering I used the joystick port as an input/output connection to control devices
and eventually to key the transmitter of a hand held transceiver. Then I broke
into a new area called packet radio around 1987. ‘

Packet radio was great! It was very similar to phone links such as calling
up a BBS or linking to computers via a modem. Buf, this was over the radio,
which added some dimensions. For one, the communication is totally open. This
means that conversations can be received by non-participants. Another is the
capability to tie more than two stations together. And yet another is the ability to
monitor several BBSs without actually connecting, which means that they can let
you know if you have mail without you having to call them. This and the once a -
year event called "Field Day" led me to make several changes to my console over
the vears.

Field day is a contest weekend spent trying to make the most contacts
possible in a 24 hour period, normally from a remote location on generator power.
A contact is "talking” to ancther station and passing location and station type
back and forth. For our radio club it means setting up a camp out in a field on
Friday night, setting up antennas and equipment on Saturday morning and
running the station(s) from Saturday afternoon to Sunday afternocon. This is
where packet came in and my need (want) for my portable system.

In order to run truly portable I put a Radio Shack power supply in the
console and ran it and a 12VDC television from the cigarette lighter in my car for
the 1987 field day event. The other equipment involved was the TEIL cartridge
and a Boxcar RS232 connected to a packet radio controller hooked to my radio.
The following months were spent making changes and about that time I wrote _TI
EXPLOITS #1_ which explained some of the work I had done.

After that field day I continued to make changes in preparation for the next
year. The first of these changes was to mount a 32K chip in the conscle. The next
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item added was a stand-a-lone set of drives I constructed using a Percom controller
and three Oki 1/3 height drives. These additions and some of the previous year’s
components saw me through field day 1988.

Shortly after field day I took the drives apart and made my major changes
to the console. I took the Percom board and mounted it inside the console with a
3.5 inch floppy, and while I had the console apart, I mounted the R5232 inside
algo. This and the addition of a 12VDC 12 inch monitor got me through field day
1989,

About that time my user group (MANNERS) was making final plans for our
International TI Expo here in Washington DC, and I knew that I needed (wanted)
to add something more before the show. My addition was in the form of a 4 bank
Supercart built into the console. This was accomplished with a 32K chip, E/A
chip, memory cap, GROM port connector and 5 bank dip switch. I mounted all the
components on a small PC board and mounted the board to the back of the GROM
port. The final result was a 4 bank Supercart which was able to be turned on and
off, an EDITOR/ASSEMBLER chip which was able to be turned on and off, and a
RESET switch T added just because. The other two switches were used to swap
between the 4 banks of Supercart memory. The switches are mounted so as to
protrude through an opening in the vent slots just behind the GROM port. This
was the console I showed at the TI Expo in September of 1989,

A%; the Expo I me%; Bud Mills from Horizon fame and we cilscussed the
addition of a RAMDISK to the console. This was something already done by Jan
Joel Janowski and described in MICROpendium during the recent summer (1989).
My approach was somewhat different from the one in MICROpendium in that I
used a board supplied to me by Bud Mills which had the edge connector removed
and some slots cut so that it fit directly into the console above the main board. I
traced out and decided on all my connections and then compared them to those in
MICROpendium and most were identical. I did have one thing going for me the
Jan Janowski had trouble with. I already had a disk drive in the console so I
didn’t need to add anything to fool the ROS as he did. Originally I started with
512K, but in late 1990 I added the additional 512K to bring the RAMDISK to 1
Mega,byte

Is my "Monster” finished? Probably not! What's left? Who knows! 1
would like to have a more pori;abie monitor., Then again maybe I'll just leave it
the way it is for a while. Here is'a list of all the items thus far: Alpha lock diode
to block joystick interference, 12volt DC input capable console power supply, J2K
single chip memory expansion, Percom disk drive controller capable of running
three drives, 3.5 inch floppy, BOXCAR RS232 with one parallel port and one
serial port, built-in 4 bank Supercart/Editor/Assembler system with reset, and 1
Megabyte Horizon RAMDISK.

~WPé
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Issue ¥ 77

Users—Gmm

Pitisburgh, PA 1992

Sign Up Now!

Don’t miss out on informative articles, software reviews, and technical
insight by our very own John Willforth. Here’s your chance!

$15.00 PER YEAR FOR INDIVIDUAL/FAMILY MEMBERSHIP.
Full membership priviiges and subscription (12 issues) to the West Penn Newsletter.
$10.00 PER YEAR FOR ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP.

A one year subscription (12 issues) to the West Penn Newsletter.

Renewal New Membership

MName

Address

City/State/ZIP+4

I am enclosing a check or money order in the amount of $
payable to the West Penn $9’ers for a one year membership.

Fill out and return to:

Lynn Gardner
642 Lois Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15236-2436
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