


LET7=% F=uM THE EDITOR by Darreil Wyatt

Here we are again, rewsletter time and it’s 2 AM and
the deadline was 2 days ago. I have taken on 2 extra
days of teaching and my time is not my own. 0Oh well 1
should be adjusted by next month. Thankyou Rick and
Marie for the articles but [ really think that it is time
for some others to help out. so 1 will probably be
speaking to some of vou recarding tutorials and special
interest areas etc.

Well althoush ouwr unparalleled treasurer is
regaining a member in qood standing, he did sneak out
over the Christmas holidays and buy an Atari 1040. Dor’t
lat it Tead you astray Bill we nead you here! One of our
publishers has put his system up for sale as well.._tsk
tzk Dave aftar ail it has dore for you?

This bit of local gossip does Jead us to ask 2
questions though:

1. What dozs all this mean to the club?

Z. Why da w2 corsider new computers in the first
place?

{. As ald membars cell aff their equipement we do
nat lose a membar but gain a brand new member with their
new T1{ta them anyway)and little ar no experience on  the
T1 at all. Thic mears that the rest of ue older diehards
mist wark a little harder and try fo make the new people
feel welcome. Dan’t let them re-dizcover the wheel, help
thiem with all tha problems that we reeded help with a few
years ago and take for granted row. 1 think that the
club row has & dual role irsomuch az= the older members
nzed to be kept abreast of all the advances and rew
saftware and hardware etc.  and the latest faircware
chould be made availabla whermver posszible, but the rew
mzmbers, many with only a console and cassette player
chould be helpad and given the software that is available
for their systemwhich iz quite «considerabla) as well.
S0 welcome one and all and if anyone kaz any questions ar
needs help 1 am sure that there iz zomeone who can be of
azsistance.

Z. 1 beliave that the main reasen for leooking at a
new system 15 primarily a fear of baing left behind in
obso lescerce. It iz certainly trus that alet has
haprened since the TI first came on the scene and  there
are alot of ineresting ard seeminaly pawerful computers
on todays market, tut do they really hava anythina to
offer ws? The first thing to do iz to aralyze our nesds
and see if they are being met or rat. Soma of us have
“leqitimate” wucsc for our computers and require @ fairly
pawzrful ward proceszor or databaze or busines software
etc. and some af us primarily uze the computer as a
habby ard are in it for just the fun of it. Whatever our
meeds are w2 must decide if the T1 can or cannot compete
and if rot, then and only then consider changing. 1 have
many friends who have gare on to other computers Apple,
Atari, IBM etc. and have had opportunity to try and

compare them and in every case ] have come away knowing
that I could do the same thing that they could ane way or

the other. 1 have rot yet seen a word processor that 1
would rather use than TI MWriter and the graphics are
totally adequate for all my needs and the programaing is
BETTER than anything else I have seen. Finally any
computer that has been on the market for 10 yrs. is
gning to be behind current technalagy but is a new systes
necessary aor will an upgrade do or even be better? The
Geneve has all the features of the latest models and
more, =0 when my time comes I will stay with ay preferred
system and expand.._why trade in an old friend. On2 more
thing and [ will get off the soapbox...of all my friends
who have upgraded, only one has continued as a hobbyist.
Tha rest have ended up using the new equipement almost
ex-lusively @as a video game machine...no more
programming, hacking etc. because they are just rot user
frierdly enough!

Whew! Well now that THAT'S off my mind we can get
back to the business at hand. We have I believa just
received Funralweb 4.1 for all wha are interested and
Rizk has aareed to take a collection for a group donatian
to send to the author in Australia so anyore who wishes
to cantribute pleas2 zee him. We are stiil horing {0 gat
zome more of the latest fairware to iry and Rick and I
will be sendirg letterz to hopefully set up some trading
agrezmznis with anyone interested.

With the new m=mbers we naw have and a few others
who only have the hass unit we are aettivg calls asking
for modules far cale zo we will be re-inctating a small
for sale area in the newsletter. Anyore wha has anything
for =ale please cantact o= and 1 will be glad to submit
it. Submicsions zhould be in by the 15th. Thank you. I
quzss that ic all for now(it chould be) 20 <ee you all
next month.

Raview by Marie

CREATIVE FILING -:+i7EM

CFS 1= a handy database program that would ba of uze
to anyonez who has cata to organize.

CFS 1= lnaded using Exterded Bazic. Once loaded, a
menu aprears and gives you the choice of accessing CFS,
CFS Uiility, CFS Report ar a Cataloger. The cataloger is
very primitive and only print the name if the file on the
scresn.  The size of the file is not given. From the
cataloa optien, vyou can also initialize a file ar marge
files.

Chaosina CFS from the main menu leads you teo another
metiu With the following choices: create, display, append,
search, change, sort and graph. I wWill focus on the
operation of the create option.
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Wnen creating a record. you can name up to 16
fields. The fields are placed 2 per line and may be left
blark. A display line on the scresn tells the number of
the current fi2ld being ramed. To tab from fizld to
field the enter key is used. Once the fields have been
named, you are prompted for corrections. Arswer no and
the recard format is stored and the proaram prospts for
data input. The data dick must be named “CFS_DATA" for
the program tp work. MWhen inputting data you must use
the space bar tp advance fram field to field. Thiz is a
nuisarce. Also each recard is stared as it is input,
causirg the disk drive to be workina almost constantly.
Typing “STOP” in any field o=tz you out of create mode
and back to the CFS main menu.

CFS is a very vercatile and flexible program. [t is
easy to learn and use.

HELPFUL HINTS
by Rick Lumsden

Well the beginning of a New Year and the hope for a
mew T1 compat ible seems to be more realistic everyday.
The Myarc Gen'eve is gatharirg momentum ared the new M-DOS
oreratirg system iz at Version 1.0 now. If you want 1o
keep your TI system useful and new products and software
suprart for it, it would be wise to corsider purchaszing
this unit. [ was talking with Darrzll the other night
ard he mentioned there was a new uparade for the Horizon
Ram Disk 1o pull ihe total memary on the card up to 1
Meq. That's a Tot of ctorage on a card but the biagest
drawback is the ourrent prices of the memory chifps to
upgrade. The American-Japanese trade war ic having it°z
affect on the price of memory chirs. The wpgrade
requires you to remove your existing HME2E4LP-15 chips
and replace them with HME2ZSE6LP- 15 chips. These are the
newsst 256K Static Raw chips and presently cest  about
$20/chip.  If 1 remember correctly there ic around 24 of
theze memory chips required which brings the price to
about %900 for the chipc alone. A totally assembled |
MEG card i5 available from Computer Download Unlimited in
Arnerior Ontario for around $630. If you want to kriow
arything more about the card or Computer Downlaod
Unlimited, qive me & call and 1° 11 give you Bob’s addrese
and phone number. He i3 able 1o aquire anything
pcurrently built for the TI and his prices are hard to
beat. Anyway, let us get back to the HRD upgrade. In
gy wmind, 1 think I would rather bring the HRD up to the
256K with the 6264 chips or perhaps with & single layer
of the €2236 chipe ard leave my HRD at that until the
»R0ry chips becoss a little more reasonable. 256K ic
alot of room for VER-MENU and the programs you normally
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keep there.  The <pdion 1 mentioned to Darrell was
instead of upgrading the r®0 to that propartion, it may
be wiser to laok at purchasing the nen Myarc Floppy/Hard
disk controller. This gives vou a double berefit!! First
of all, the controller ic capable of handling Double
Sided Double Density drives so vour disk sterage goes
from 130K to 360K if vou currently are wusing double
sided drives. If not, your storage will go from 90K to
180K as you can now benefit from the Double Density
portion  of the drive. A couple notches in the disk
jacket and you can use the flippies to 360K as well. The
other benefit is the controller can handle Hard Disk uwp
io, [ believe, 115 MEG. The current price of 5 and 10
MEG hard drives is under $100 U.S. sa couple this with a
controller price af $2B0 U.S. and the total price is not
all that far from the uparading price of the HRD BUT you
now have 10 MEG of very fast storage on hand. In my
experience with the IBM hard drive, [ can tell ypu that
it will load programs as fast if nol faster than the HRD
but that i< on an IBM machire. The restrictions of the
T1 and the Myarc controller may slow that down somewhat,
[ don’t %know, but at amy rate it will be alet faster
than your floppies. I am not trying to downplay the 1
MEG upgrade o the HRD bui with the precent wemory
prices, it may be more cost effective to keep vour HRD
the way it ic and look at a Hard Drive. Believe me, 10
MES or more of software a keystroke away is a real luxury
and  vyour floppy may become just a place 1o back
everything up. Steve Zabarylo, a former member of our
group who moved to Saskatoon, was in this past week and
he iz busy performing this upgrade to his HRD. He
mentioried that Bob Boone was offering to buy back the old
6264 chips when you buy the new 62256 chips from him but
Steve made np mention of the prices. Mell ctill no
Sector Editer article here rad it looks like it may take
awhile to put together yet sp in the meantime 11 try
and throw in a few tips and tricks to keep you hacking
through the rest of thiz winter. Let’s start with a
couple of old but still wuseful CALL LOADS. CALL
LOAD (-31€06,16) will dicable the QUIT key. Goto XB and
enter this statement at the prompt and hit ENTER.  Now
try the QUIT key. It should have no effect and save your
sanity a bit when typing in that log program and vyou
accidently hit  that key.Remember, CALL LOADs CALL PEEKs
and CALL INITs anly work from certain modules and must
have a memory expansion. A little hint for you
Funnzlweb and TI-Writer wusers. If you are tired of
windowing back and forth across the screen while you are
enterirg a letter, set vyou margins at 5 and 35 for
example.  This will keep everything you type an the
scre=n in front of you and be much easier to read but if
you print it this way it will look a little strange. Add
a couple DOT commands for fill and adjust and all should
be well. If you want to see what your letter will look
like befroe you print it, go to the formatter and answer



the prompts as you rormally would but instz=ad of
answerirg P10 when prompted far a print device, enter a

disk number and filerame. e.g. D5K1.TEST. Now shen the
formatter does it’s jab, it will dump the document to a
disk file that you can reipad with the Editor and see
what it looks like before yau waste any paper. For you
Multipan users who Would like to see their spreadsheets
take up a little less room an paper, try using the 132CPI
or condensed print mode of your printer. To do this,
before you go to Multiplan, ga to TI Basic and enter the
code required to set your printer to condensed. To do
this with an Epsen compatible printer hooked ta the PIO
port try this short program. 100 OPEN ®#1:"PI0" 110
PRINT #1:CHR$(LS) Now go to Multiplan and y output to
the printer will be in condensed printing, hawever as

by Marie

To the delight of our editor and I'm sure many of
you, we now have a working copy of PRBASE.

There are some TI FESTivals upcoming. The Dttawa TI
Users Group is hosting the 3rd annwal Canadian TI-Fest on
March 5. Alse the Southern Nevada User’s Group is
holding the TI EXPO 83 on February 27 and 28.

The following has been reprinted and edited from the
RND 39’ ers Computer User’< Group.

Observations of the 5th Annual
FRIFE

Chicaga Tl

saon as you turn off the printer it will retun to
nermal. Ever wonder why some Editor/Ascesbler progras

image files are called UTILL?? Well the reason for this
i5 if you ga to the E/A option 35 to run one of these
programs yau da not have to enter anything at the prompt.
The program looks automatically to drive one for a
program called UTIL1. For exampl2, say you have an E/A
program vyou want to run callad TEST. Normally you would
go ta the E/A menu screen, choase optian %5 and thken
entar “"DSKL.TEST". If you renme that TEST file te UTILI,
the pracedure is to choace aptian #5 and then just hit
ENTER. Have vyoau just finiched typing in a BASIC

program and it is not working quite right? Yau try to
debus it but looking bach amid forih beiween the magazine
you typed the program from and the computer screen iz
drivirg you crazy. Try plugairg in yaur Termiral
Emulator IT cartridge and type LISTTSPEECH". The speech
synthesizer will no read your entire program to you
including line numbers while you follow in the printed
listing. While an the subject of the Spzech

Synthesizer, came people still have trouble with the word

ctrinas in the XB vocabulary and have nat been able to
o=t them ta work. These strings are the ones you zee
like, "GOOD WORK™ “TEXAS [INSTRUMENTS™ etc.... These

strinas must have the “8" cian befare and after them to
be voiced. e_3. ©CALL SAY ("I AM YOUR #TEWAS INSTRUMENTS#
HOME COMPUTER™) That’s abaut it far thic month. The
old hards at the TI Will recagnize thece tips right away
but they are inend=d mare far our mare recent arrivals.
Ore Jast note to these came newcomsrs. Far passibly the
best mag for the TI fo keep you up to date on what is
nzd in the TL world and & wealth of infa and reviews,
try subscribing to MICROpendium magazine. There address
iz P.0.Box 343, Found Rock Texas 78680. VYearly
subscriptians are $22.5) and they have been in business
far a number of years and recently have been joined by
Cheryl Whitelaw ar known ta many as C_Regena, wha is
doirg many good BASIC tutorials. Try it'! I am curs you
wan’t be dicappainted.

TI-CHAT
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by Larry J. Harpring

Bud Mills Services was selling kits to build the new
1-MEG Horizan for $393. He was giving an impressive demo
of John .Jahncon’s Menu program Version 7.1 with three
Horizons inctalled. One was 256K and two were [-MEG.
Each 1-MEG was partitioned inta five or six drives.

Inscebat announced that they will begin to  produce

TI-Artist in cartridge format in the near future faor
users with just a canzole. Genial Computerware’s newest
program iz “PC-Transfer™. It provides & method of

tranzferring ASCII data betwaen a TI-99/4A ar Myarc ‘7640
and an MS-DO5 bazed machire. It will even format a
dizkette in the MS-D0S farmat. However, it only works on
Myar: and Carcomp disk contrallers due to the fact that
the TI disk contrallers will nat farmat in double denzity
as required by an MS-DOS disketta.

Ore af our rewsr members was at the Chicaga TI-FAIRE
and will be at this month’s meating to t=11 us all about
it.

New Cassette Laader

by Yves Chevalier

Reprirted from the Edmanton 99’ er Computer lser’s
Society.

A nzw high spe=d caszette loader by Mickey OSchmitt
ic =zaid to ke twice as fast as TI's. It can be abtainzd
by sending $2(US} to WEST PENN 9%°ers, co/o Jokn F.
Willforth, R. 0. #1, FO Bax 73A, Jearnetta, PA 15644

FOR SALE!

Dave Waads has hic entire system(ircluding 2
half-haight double zided drives) for sale. Price: $BOU.

Darrell Wyatt has aszorted TI books for cale. Ea.
Terrific Games for the TI-99/4A, Thingz to do with Your
T1-99/4A Camputer, etc. Assorted prices.

Ary offerc?

list of current T.I. hardware and




softuare distributoers.

C . Trit P .y . ancisco,
Repr inted from the 08 Monitor Dec. 1987] on Products Co., PO Box 8123, San Francisco, CA

LO.

Horizon RAM Disk, PO Box 554, Walbridoe, OH 43465. Benial Computerware, 835 Green Valley Drive,
'Quality 99 Software, 1884 Columbia Road, %1021 Philade=lphia, PA 19128.

Kashington D.C., 20009-5161 Ryte Data, 210 Mountair Street, Halburton, Ont. KOM
farion Helpline, 116 Carl St, San Francisco, CA 150. ' '

94117. (freeware) Microperdium, PO Box 1343, Round Kock, T 78680.
Disk only software, PO Box 244 Lortan, VA 22079. Corcomp, 2211-C Winstan Rd., Anaheim, CA 92806.
fcCarnn Software, FO Box 34160 Omaha, NE 68134.

DataBiotics, PO Box 1194 Palos Verdes Estates, CA

90274.
Tenex Computer Express, PO Box 6578 South Bend, IN

86660. PLEASE _REMEMBER TO HAVE YD NEWSLETTER
Tex-Comp, P Box 33084 Granada Hills, CA 91344, SUBMISCING IN BY FERPLMRY 15Th  ALL INPUT IS GREATLY
Texaments, 53 Center Street, Pathogue, NY 11772. NELCOMET: o
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UCNJTZFIRFEDVWIWGDAYV COMPUTER
RIJFNZBVXKEAVRVOHY ZCD UTILITY
0OBPVMUCVLMUDCEDC CCUATF REQUIRES
XCOFODWPEHCIXHTZTGUW GUITAR
ZORQAQCERBWRARYASIBUETCGH PORSCHE
VMSWWICMHLKPZEBJPRNDOG MERCEDES
IPCJZEEKAIRARREFXMVL FERRARI
ZIHEDTFMFESD@GLOVDGOU CORVETTE
KLEESBIRAGBOJIJESDZTULTC AMIGA
SESYUGUDHTDQ@RYSFANTIOGF DOS
"YRSJATSYVEESECAYKTWwWL DATABASE
JRMQAEHVTDNYANIBBEAFPO COMPILER
PEDNETIIKIDEYBPTARSHE SYSTEM
0O0@BEDIVLBHXXLETXHTNDOG MACHINE
LUTVHALIWCBEMWE®@XTLALC CHIP
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