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Historical Information taKen
From Bill Gaskills TIMELINE

lav 1987:

Console Cale, the first (and only) spreadsheet for the
93/4R totally in a cartridge, gets a devastating revieuw
in the May issue of MICROpendium.

MICROpendium begins first listing of TI-99/4A User
broups.

Texatients announces the release of Turbo-Pasc 99,

Ray Kazmer reveals the secret behind his RLE Digitizer in
g tell-all expose published in several California User
broup newsletters (waxpaper).

Furmelueb v3.4 is updated with the May 14, 1987 release.

Oisk Utilities author Jobn Birduell woves to Eden Prairie,
Minnesota,

Schedule Manager ul.2 is released by Asgard Softuare.

Doug Warren's Explorer program, formerly marketed by
Millers Graphics in copy protected form, is released
under the Bytemaster Conmputer Serulices (Richard Mitchell)
banmer in unprotected format. A bug would later be found
in the unprotected version resulting from a byte offset
that was used in the copy-protection schene.

DaTaBiolics debuts Super Forth at the Fest-llest 'B7 shou
in Los Angeles.

The LA 99ers introduce "Kracker Facts™, a book of tips for
GRAM Kracker ouwners. The material is a cowpilation of
articles and other inforwation by Mike Dodd, Tom Freeman,
Craig Miller, Walt Howe and others.

GEnie on-line information seruice becomes avallable in
Canada.
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Fest-llest 'B7 takes place in Los Angeles, CA on May 16-17,
1987 at the Shrine Auditorium.

Tenex Computer Express nails the following letter on May
Bth to custoners who have ordered the Myarc Geneus
9644, ..

¥zar Myarc Customer: Thank you for gour order for the
Myarc Geneve Computer. We are writing this letter to
aduise you of the current status of the proguct and gour
order. Hs of today, May &, 1557, we have received no
working computers from Myarc., We have recelved three (37
of the 5647 computers in, but these units did not have &
functioning Oisk Operating System (0057 ar other

software, Needless to say, we did not wish to ship these
non-functioning conputers to our customers. We are
clarifying our actual situation because of rumors or
untruthful statements made by others which have led our
custoners to belisue that we are sitting on & largs
inventaory of working machines. e have had callers tell us
that they were told by Mysrc that we were “on ouwr third
shipment®, *dozens had been shipped®, etc. The press has
reported that Myarc was producing & hundred per day and
that we were receiving the first 588, le continue to
assume that all of these statements represent good-faith
nisunderstandings ; nevertheless, we fell obliged to tell
you, aur valued customsr, sxactly what the status reslly
i5, flthough we have heard of people who have received
garly wachines, such as wagazine reviewers, and Key ussr
group officers, all of these machines were lacking the
final 005 needsd for full operation. We have been advised
by Myarc that the 005 is to be completed in sarly May, and
that shipments will commence at that time. Based on our
gxperience to date, our large order will be filled slowly
due to Myarc’s limited capacity, which weans shipmwent of
your arder could be delaysd until June or July, Be assured
that we are doing sverything possible to expedite

shipments of the new conputer, Wz thought that by waiting
SEE "FWRRCY, PAGE 3
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It's a perfect day for flying. The sun is blazing, the sky
is blue, and cone to think of it, the ground is blue, too,
but no matter. Start up, or rather, boot up, by placing
your 3PA0 KIII disK in Drive | and selecting Extended
Basic. If you are flying the Mark € version, choose "N* to
the Red Baron option, since it's not a good idea to fight
before you Know how to fly,

SPADVENTURE #1. THE SHAKEDOWN FLIGHT

It's always a good idea to check out your plane before
flying, Jjust to make sure the ground crew hasn't left any
critical parts in the hangar. Look at the instrument panel
in front of you. The best way to interpret this is to open
the SPAD manual and set it up so you Know what you are
doing. You will discover that If you open the manual to
the middle page and turn it sideways, that you can put the
keyboard template flat on top of the YA console, and then
the instrunent panel page will sit upright up against the
PEE or the bottom of the monitor, Make the necessary

ad Justnents so the page stays open and be sure you don’t
block any of the viewing area of the screen.

The top dial, the cowpass, should read straight north, the
bottow dial, the fuel gauge, should point to about 16
o'clock, which indicates a full tanK. Both the altitude
indicator on the left, and the air speed indicator on the
right should be pointing straight up to "8". If you look
auer our right wing by pressing the 3 Key, you should see
the hangar. Return to a forward view by pressing the Key.
Now check out the ailerons. Press the 5 Key, and the stick
should move to the left. If you let up and the stick
dogsn’t return to center, press the D Key to re-center it,
Now do the same for right aileron. The other stick
positions will move the elevators or a cowbination of
ailleron and elevator. Check them out, too . Then turn
around and look at your tail (the plane’s, not your own -
it is later on that we will be flying "by the seat of our
pants™). Do this by first pressing the Y Key. Now press
the < and » keys and check out the rudder mouvement. No
rudder movenent? That is correct. The Keuboard indicates
those Keys, but uou never see the rudder actually moue,
This completes the functions of the plane we can view from
here. In the future, when I refer to the "pre-flight
check-out,” the abouve is what I nean.

One of the cowplaints I have heard about SPAD is how
difficult it is to find the various graphics objects on
the ground. Today we are going to take a fairly lengthy
flight to show you how to find things. I have taken this
trip three different tines, and it will take about YB-45
minutes in all, so allot your time accordingly, T will
also be demonstrating how easy the SPAD is to flu. Did
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everything check out ok? Then here we go.

Hold down the 8 Key, which is the "throttle up® control.
Watch as the on-screen throttle, which is below and to the
left of the instrument pangl, steps up in 188 RPM
increnments, and listen as you hear the enging rev up to
it's top end of 1208 RPM. Uhen the air speed indicator
reaches 188 wph , pull back on the stick C(the ¥ Key) once,
In Mark 2, you will hear a beep when speed reaches 160 and
the stick will automatically center itself when uou let up
on the ¥ Key., If your version doesn't do this, take
appropriate action. Press Key Y and watch the runway
receding in the distance behind you. UWhen the tail plane
(that is, the tail wing and not the upright rudder)
appears to clear the end of the runway, cut power by tuo
"clicks® by pressing the 7 Key twice. Now look forward by
pressing [, You are in a slow, 3088 foot per minute Cftim)
clinb and your current altitude should be around YBE feet,
When it reaches 1,808 feet, apply tuo nore down clicks

and you will be at 868 RPM Ctrust meld. The gqun sight
cross-hairs will oscillate somewhat above and below the
horizon line, but will eventually settle down on or very
near it. Oon't worey 0f 0t s off a little. Your air

speed should be about 118 mph, and you are now in
reasonably stable, level flight. Congratulations on a

fine take-off.

When everything above has occurred, we are going to
exgcute three "pulls™ on the left aileron. Press the 5 Key
once and watch the stick mouve left and then back to
center. Now repeat this two more times without stopping.
If, inwversion 1 the stick doesn’t self-center, Keep your
eye on the cowpass. When 1t swings to the North-uest mark,
begin to apply right aileron to bring the stick back,
gradually leveling off until you are facing llest. If you
have Mark 2 this maneuver is easier. The three successive
pulls will result, when the plane autonatically levels
off, in a 98 degree left turn and you should be heading
straight West. If you delay between pulls, It may take
four to achieve this result. I have tried this at various
speeds and altitudes, and it works most of the tine.
Ouring this, don'’t touch the throttle! You may lose a
little altitude during the turn, but it should be
insignificant,

Mow it's time to settle back a little and relax. Look out
ouer the instrument panel Epresa U and the pangl will
disappear). Notice those "lines” on the ground ahead of
you. What exactly are those? Perspective lines to give the
illusion of distance? I prefer to see thew as French
country roads by which the local farmers can carry produce
to the markets. If gou have trouble with this try looking
at them as fences separating farms. Now look ouer gour
left wing by pressing 2. Since we turned West, left is
South, where we took off from. What happened to the home
airfield? Out of sight. In fact, pan around with the P Key
in Mark 2, or manually with version 1. You will see
nothing but endless fields with few distinguishing
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characteristics, and & sky with swall white clouds (those
dots or short lines) drifting lazily. It is in places like
this that navigation with the SPAD can be difficult. In
the Microsoft FS there Is a "radar ® function which lets
you see the plane from far above, with roads and other
features visible. It is hard not to Know approximately
where you are. In the Microsoft sinulator you fly a Cessna
182, as I recall, but somehow I doubt that the real
counterpart to that plane has such a "radar® function. In
that sense the SPRD is probably wore accurate in that
planes in 1317 probably did not have aduanced avionics.
There is no radio to call angone on, no UOR stations to
locate. You are on your oun, S0 you had better Know where
you are gaoing.

This is also where your imagination can help out. Look out
the front again. What are those, crops down there? lle're
only at around 1,808 feet and should be able to wake out
something, Let's see, those can't possibly be wineyards,
can they? The Champagne district isn’ terribly far away,
but 1t's somewhere south of Paris, isn't (1Y Perhaps those
are barley fields out there, or am I staring too closely
at the screen pixels?

About 8 or 3 minutes after the turn, & short line should
suddenly pop up in fron t of you. What is this, some
uncharted airfield? Watch it for a few minutes and you
will see it grow. It will become longer and it is clearly
blug. That is because you now have the Seine river in
yigw, For a full & minutes you will come up on 1t. Hs you
approach, it will "snake®™ down the screen slowly. When any
part of this line touches the bottom of the screen, we are
going to execute another left turn. Follow the sane
procedure as above to execute a SA-degree left bank turn.
Try the three or four left "pulls™ technigue until the
conpass indicates that you are flying straight South. You
are flying down the West bank of the river. Ouring this,
don’t touch the throttle. You will settle back into leuel
flight. If all has gone well, what you should see is the
river snaking out in front of you, and away from you if
you use the 4 Key. Not terribly far in front you should
see a left-facing "loop” in the river. Watch the area just
beyond this loop for a minute or so. Suddenly a small dot
will "pop™ iInto view and slowly grow. You are approaching
Paris, the City of Light, and can already see the Eiffel
Tower. This all wakes sense if you refer to the wap on the
inside back cover of the wanual. e headed Morth from the
airfield, then West to the river, then South to Paris.

The tower may well appear to drift left on the screen.
When it is more than half way betueen the center of the
screen and the left edge, do a single, brief left bank so
that the tower "moues™ back towards center. Keep it
slightly to the left of center by naking further

ad justnents as necessary to Keep it on the screen. Your
heading may change to 55 or SE. Now watch the tower grow
in definition as it gets closer. As I recall, It was
originally built for a world exposition sometime in the
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late 19th Century, and at our altitude we are at about the
same height as the structure. There isn't anything else of
Paris here which you can see, but If you want to imagine
you can spot the Chawps Eluysees or the outdoor cafes on
the left bank of the Seine where Hemingway and Gertrude
Stein will hang out in another 18 or 15 uears, that's all
right with me. Art lovers will appreciate that you will
also pass directly over the Louure,

Press the 2 Key to see the fower pass off gour left wing,
then the 4 Key to see it recede in the distance. Since you
are 1n level flight you can watch out the back for a
while. When the tower gets covered up by the upright tail
fin of the plane, it (s time to execute another turn, le
will be going from roughly SE to NE, or another 98-degree
turn, Use your gentle turn technique one more time. Look
out over your left wing until the fower disappears, then
out the back. In a few minutes first the tower, then the
river will "shrink” and eventually disappear.

Now once again there is little to see here. At gour
lelsure, you can consult the wap and see why we headed
North-east, Rlso, If gou flew at the same time of day as I
did, the sun should now be over gour right wing. This
section of open countruside will be shorter than the
garlier one, and in 3 or Y minutes, 1f luck has been with
you, a small line should pop up right in front of gou,
This is home, It's been a long flight, and it's tine to
set it doun. You won't be able to see the field at all,
though, unless you press the U Key to get an unobstructed
yigw forward., Near the end of those 3 or Y minutes, Keep
checking over your left and right wings, as the field may
pop up there, If it does, make a small course correction
until it is in the center of uour screen.

It's been said that take-offs are hardest on the plane,
and landings hardest on the pilot., I hope you soon don't
find out why they say this. This is the tough part, so pay
cloge attention . I use a landing technique slightly
different from that in the manual. When the field suddenly
gogs "3-0" (you can clearly see 1t as a landing stripl,
quickly power down Y clicks and put your full instrument
yigw an CKey 12, If you came up on the field dead center,
you will not be lined up with the runway, but
perpendicular to it. Don't worry about it on this flight.
The land is quite flat and you can land this plane almost
angyuhere, Pick out a spot such that if you were lined up
with the runway, it would terminate at the hangar . MNouw
push the stick forward CKey EJ until that spot Cor the
near end of the runway, f you happened to be lined up
with it) is in the center of your gun sight cross-hairs.
You will have to fight the tendency of the plane to rise,
50 Keep powering down gradually, taking off a click and
re-centering on the cross-hairs, etc. When gour altitude
reaches 188 feet (the last indication on the altitude
meter, pull back on the stick by pressing the ¥ Key until
the hangar Cor the far end of the runway, If you happened
to be lined up) is in the cross-hairs. Power should be at
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Page 3
Spaduenture continues. ..

or near the lowest setting. Keep the hangar or far end of
the runway in the cross-hairs by pulling the stick back
as often as necessary. Suddenly the scenery will * jerk”
and 1n Mark 2 gou will hear the tires squeal as they hit
the ground. Cut all power with the B Key. This landing
technique uses a steep descent with a pull-up or "flare®
at the end. If all went well the hangar will be right in
front of you or perhaps you even parked in it. You won't
see this view very long, since the program will
reposition you facing North on the runway alwost as soon
as you stop.

Congratulations on completing your first SPAD aduenture.
If you crashed or something went wrong, try it again.
That’s one of the nice things about a simulator, you can
walk away frowm your wistakes! This flight has been based
on one of the "scenarios” listed on page [B of the SPROD
marual. It was greatly expanded to give you some tips on
flying the SPRD KIII. In upcoming flights, I will try to
share nore tips and tricks you can use to enhance your
enjouient of what is presently the best light sinulator
avallable for the TI-99/UA. Until next time, it's been
great flying with gou,

MR REC CONT INUES. ..

until early this year to take orders we could avold this
sort of delay situation. Unfortunately, our delivery
promises have been broken time and time again. On the
positive side, we are confident that Myarc will, indeed,
begin shipping the computery in other cases where a
product was severely delayed , they have alvays come
through in the end. We apologize for the inconuvenience and
anxlety this delay causes you, We are also sorry IF you
have been given incorrect information by others., or esuen
by us when we have estinated delivery based on information
provided to us by flyarc. Naturally, If you wish to cancel
your arder you may do so. We aporect ate gour patience,
and look forward to serving you in the future. Sincerely,
Sue VYeryar -- Customer Seryice®

THE VIEW FROM MILAN, ITALY

Orrawn TI-99/UA UG Aueust 1966 By Prouo EreARESI

TI-99/4A seens to be the fourth largest used computer,
Commodore UIC 28 and C-BY being first. They are followed
by Z¥ Spectrum and OL (Sinclair) and Apple II. However, PC
IBM and compatibles are catching up really fast. Other
Computers, Atari S16-1848 ST, Apple McIntoshy are slowly
increasing their market share. Cowmodore Amiga hasn't
shown up yett It will be available in the next few months

TI-99/4A typical configuration is console and tape
recorder. H 5-18 percent of owners have also the disk
driue system, expansion memord, a R5232 and a printer. Feuw
users also have a second drive and maybe some fancy disk
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contraller (CorComp or Atronic, this one from Germanygl,

Users of TI-99/4A have not gathered into any user group.
This way be dug to the Mediterranian way of life:
everubody does not trust too much angbody else.  Moreouer,
if a user group you would have to work for free. Are ue
crazuy? lle do not like to work even If we get paid for, let
alone for free. Mo way we will do It. Some others argued
that a TI club could be seen as a blatant Anerican
supporting team: we could be bombed by our mighty neighbor
on the other side of the Mediterranean Sea (Khaddafi) as a
dangerous US base (since we would have US computers ue
might as well have some US missle, couldn™ we?). I think
that it is mainly for this second reason why we do not
haue a user group.

There 15 & wild Frontier life here. You exchange a program
for another program, sometimes for two programs, if uou
are lucky. If you do hot have angthing to exchange with,
chances are you are gonna pay for that program you want.
Mind, we are talking about programs that hauve been
inported, that are copyrighted, that are sold by dealers
ir North America at regular prices. Angway, no one here
seens to give a damn about copuright, about rewarding a
progranmer, The only concern seems to be "is 15 copyable?
that’s enough, what the helll

Here the real smart guy will join a user group in the U5,
get some really good stuff and then he will sell it all
over Ttalyt prices for any program from US span $15 to
$35. To the swart guy that programs costs $2.88 each, the
copy fee he payed to the US user group! Good business,
isn't 117 Here there is a real spaghetti market. Only
spaghetti, the meat balls are gone foreuer,

I Know one of those smart guy, he lives in Bologna. He
used to write US user group pretending he wan an user
group! He was also able to get his nawe publised on Home
Computer EMagazine, Oregon, USA. In this way he was able
to receive a vast number of programs. Now he can sell gou
ANY program you can think of, no matter what, Obuiously,
hauing been in this busiress for ouer three years, he did
not have time to learn to program yet. But after all, who
cares 7 Good woney will come to him as a steady flow
anguay: net annme, no income tax to pad, no anything.,
bood life, lsn't (17

Ahy, I forgot to tell yout documentation will not be
provided by the pirate. It is like a "mafia™t a dumb user
it is not supposed to have the right to Know how to use a
progran. The less he Knows, the better for the pirate
distributor, Dbuiously the dumb user gets hungry for sone
understandable program. Eventually, he will some other
proigram from the pirate distributor, a program that will
be more or less the same as the one he bought previously.
That program was rather useless, wasn’t 117 The next one
will be the same. By now, the trend has already been
started. The dumb user gets addicted to the pirate
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distributor, He will consider him like a good willing
person who dogs his best to help the fellow man. T pirate
distributor is his friend, no doubt about it. If only
those darned programs were easier to use.... Yours truly,

Paolo Bagnarese

Uia J.F. Kennedy 17

On the other hand, photocopies are too costly and too tine
consuning. As a result, intelligent users will have to
figure out by thewselues how to use that pirate program:

Page Y

If you ever publish this article, I would be glad to
recelve a copy of that newsletter,

28837 San Donato Milanese, Italy

well, well, well, that is the fun or it, isn't [t?

S0 much for the bad rews. As for the good news: we have
none. Here everybody seews to be waiting to see uhen the
new Myarc computer will be workKing and ready to be shipped
to Europe.

Az for the rest of Europe. Germany Cand Austria) are the
strongest market for TI-99/4R. There are seuveral companies
that are developing good hardware and softuare. Most of
what is available In Germany is already imported in North
America by RYTE OATA of Canada.

France used to be a good country as for TI-99/4A. After
all, the faulous "TENNIS™ game, by nicesoft, come from
Nice, France. There was a French magazain "33 MAGAZINE",
from Paris, that used to be pretty good. Unfortunately,
it ceased publishing last year. Now we do not hear too
much angmore frowm our cousing on the other side of the
Alps.

e do not Know what s going on in England. le Know the
Bueen is still Kicking and alive (God save Herl, but we
are afraid that TI-99/4A is dead there. I'11 be happy to
be wrang on that assumption.

Users Bruuﬁ g
Toranta, CANADA

I thought it might be
fun to publish this
cartoon in the

| newsletter and then
ask any and all of my
readers to submit a

N | suitable caption for
4| publication in the
June 2817 issue of
Yeaterdays Neos.

Just send ne a PM on
the AtarifAge TI forum
(opaRKDRYARER) with
your caption., I will
print all that I

recelve (py fou 280 in
the June issue of VYN,

breece does hauve some small market, but the seem to have
only the console, no disk drive and only & few few memory
EXpans lons.,

DEEE HD

e do not Know angthing about Spain, aside from the fact

278 C=(C4F)

28@ IF Re24 THEN 378
238 IF C»32 THEN 378
388 IF R<1 THEN 378
318 IF C<1 THEN 378

that Bill Gronos lives there. 18@ REM LINERR KALEIDDSCOPE 328 CALL VUCHARCE,C,A,1)
118 CALL CLERR 338 CALL UCHARCR,33-C,A, 1)
Back to Italy. There is a slow, but steady, shifting of 128 CALL SCREENCIE) 4@ CALL UCHARC2S-R,C,A, 1)
users toward the PC IBM (and compatibles). Each wonth some 138 CALL COLORC1Y,8,8) 358 CALL JCHARCZS-R,33-C,A,1
friend calls we up and says: "Paclo, I am sorry, but I 148 CALL COLODRCIS,5,12) ]
warna sell out my system. Can you Help? You see, I have 158 CALL COLODRCIZ,9,7) 3668 NEKT
been offered a true PC IBM compatible. It's such a deal... 1B@ CALL CHARCIZ26,"33CC33CC3 378 NEXT D
I Know, I Know, we said we will never giuve away our 3CC33CC") 3868 NEXT A
beloved TI-39/4A. But you see I simply need it for work. 178 CALL CHAR(1283,"BYEEFFFIS 338 FOR M=1 TO 1B6@
They recently asked us enployeees to becowe PC IBM expert. FFFEE2G") YAE NEXT M
Our office will be fully equipped with lots of PCs, and I 1B@ FOR RA=136 TO 128 STEP -8 416 GOTO 118
don’t want to be the least informed person in my office. 198 RANDOMIZE
C'mon, don't take 1t so hard, after all, we did not warry 268 FOR D=1 TO 18
TI did we? 218 R=C(RNO#241+1
228 C=(RND%32)41
This rap Kinda goes on now and then. Boys, does it give we 238 E=(2%RND)
a chilly on my back! Will I be the last suruival of an 24 F=C2*RND)
duindling race?. 258 FOR G=1 T0O 15
268 R=(R+E)
Uolume 2 HNumber & y351ardags ﬁams May 2617
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Information
Yesterdays News 1= a labor TI-99/UA SOFTHARRE
of lowve offered as a source FageFrao 939
of pleasure L 1ntormation FageFro Composer
for users of the TI-994R L FageFro FH
Myarc 9BHHE computers. FageFPro Headl ine Maker
FageFrao LGofer
TI-99/4A HARDOWARE TLI HAHrtist Flus
Black & Siluer computer GIFMania
Modified FEB
WHT SCSI card with SCSIz2s0O PC HRAROWARRE
Myarc O500 FDC Compag Hrmada 78R MNotebook

Myarc 512K Memory Card
Horizon 1.5 meg Eamdisk
TI R5222 card

Corcaomp Triple Tech Card
.25 floppy driue
58 floppy driue
.25 floppy driue
58 floppy driue
Kracker
Samsurng Syrncmaster P l1Emp

Compag Hrmadastation
Samsurng Syrncmaster P l1Emp

PC SOFTHARRE _
Oead,lesead,l=sad Windows Y98se

FileCap
prrncpbns
Irfanuview

Adobe Distiller
Hdobe Hcocrobat

Yesterdays News 1s composed
computer system. I+t consists
"Printed” wia R5222 to FPC to

entirely using a TI—-939-4H
of 11 FPageFPro pages which are
be published as= a POF file.

Yesterdoays Meons
Ao SparkKdrummer
= —=Htar iHge forum

_;Phnenlx, HZ. 25@z27

—_

iTlHl"h'Thu.liT' .[l__ﬂl_ﬂ_-':":.l:_n
T |
s eed

NN I N N N N AN

N N N N N N N O

I I N N N O N

| I T 1
Vo lume 2 Humber & Yesterdays Neos May 2817/





