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TI -99ers In The ‘90s

Classic Computer Column
by Barry Traver

is month's column may be both

untypical and controversial, but it
addresses a subject that many T1 user

groups are finding it important and
necessary to address, whether they
want 1o or not. it’s the matter of the
connection (or disconnection) of the
TI with the IBM (or PC clone) world.
Back in the June 1990 issue of

Computer Monthly (that’s right, over
a year ago), my column dealt with "a
number of TI/IBM connections, par-
ticularly those made possible by Mike
Dodd’s PC-Transfer and PC-Transfer
Utilities." Mike's programs allow the

transfer of various of files, in-
cluding text files, Microsoft Multiplan
SYLK files, DIS/FIX 128 files (e.g,
GIF and RLE pictures), and files with
or without a Paul Charlton XMO-
DEM TIFILES header between an

IBM disk and a TT disk. The ton¢ was
upbeat and positive as I dealt with
these and other TI/IBM connections
(¢.g., the porting over of many public
domain IBM graphics to the Tl world
by Ron Wolcott in his T1 Print Shop
or "TIPS" project).

Although 1 still see the TI/IBM
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T1 user groups. In some cases, that
fear may perhaps be justified (e.g.,
some believe that the TI was over-
whelmed by IBM when the Rochelle,
New Jersey fair, eatlier known as TI-
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of TI user groups will certainly not
help TI-99/4A owners, but ] also think
that ignoring the fact that many (or, in
some TI user groups, most) Tlers
have regular access to a PC at home
or at work can be harmful as welt to
our continued survival. In my opinion,
ALATE we ought to do more exploration of
g?,ﬁ" ﬁﬂaﬁ - gf‘g the ways in which the T and the IBM
02- BSMEGIDE - $285 can work together as friends, rather
OTHER DRIVES than being regarded as simply ene-
mies,

INCREASING USE OF THE
PC AMONG TIERS?

There appears to be increasing
evidence that more and more Tlers do
have regular access to a PC. As presi-
dent of the Philadelphia Arca TI Us-
&rs Group, [ did an informal survey of
the members t at our last user
group meeting. Three facts emerged:
(1) most of those present had access
to a PC at home or at work, (2) they
had no intention of abandoning their
TI (in fact, some volunteered com-
ments about their relative dislike of
the [BM), and (3) some scemed
apologetic or emberrassed about their
association with a PC.

1 admit that the last "fact” may be
a somewhat subjective impression on
my part, but 1 do know a aumber of
Tlers who are consciously avoiding
betﬂngitbegzhﬁdyhmnthatmey
also own a Since some of these
are leaders in the TI community, it
may be that they are afraid of being
considered "disloyal," if the facts be
known. Or it may be that they are
afraid that such information may not

SEE PAGE 03 »
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sorted. Several differegt reports are
available that provide the kind of in-
formation needed to cffectively man-
age an exchange program.

On-screen help is provided for vir-
tually every screen, and a tutorial-like
help section is prcwidod without ever
leaving the prugram

In short, it’s a rather comprehens-
ive utility, as you can sec! Equally
full-featured and sophisticated is
Bill's Membership Manager, which
offers automated tracking and record

keeping for your computer user

group membership. Since I believe
that T1 user groups are crucial to the
continucd surviving and thriving of
the TI community, I am very happy
that Bill has made these programs
available to make lifc much easier for
the officers of such groups. If you are
looking for a good way to keep track
of membership or of newsletter cx-
changes for your uscr group, I co-
courage you to check out TI-Base
and these excellent TE-Base applica-
tions by Bill Gaskill!

Page Pro Products &
Productivity

If TI-Base secems to be the most
popular TI databasc management
program at the preseat time, then Ed
Johnson’s Page Pro 99 seems to be
the most popular TI desktop publish-
ing program around. The popularity

of both can be scen in.the support.

cach has received. Rather than at-
tempt to squeeze all the information
here about Asgard products related
to Page Pro 99, I'm going to recom-
mend that you send a postcard to As-
gard Software (P.O. Box 10306,
Rockville, MD 20849), requesting
their 12-page 1991 Asgard Software
Page Pro 99 catalog. (Evenif you
have Asgard’s Fall 1990 general soft-

ware catalog, you should order this

one, because it contains at least seven
products not listed earlier in the gen-
eral fall catalog.)

Who necds Page Pro 99 or related
programs? Anyone who is interested
in making banners, posters, certifi-
cates, calendars, business or school
forms, labels, classroom displays,
tests, greeting cards, advertiscments,
newsletters, letterheads, stationery,
booklets, flyers, tickets, letters, or
anything else you can think of that in-
volves puttmg text and/or graphics on
a piece of paper!

So send a postcard to Asgard
Software, or phone Asgard's owner,
Ckris Bobbitt, at 703/255-3085, or
contact him on CompuServe (72561,
3241), Delphi (C_BOBBITT), or
GEniec (C.BOBBITT). Chris, by the
way, is the avthor of a useful new
program, Page Pro Banner Maker 99,
(Chris also assisted Ed in the writing
of Page Pro 99.) Yes, I know, there
are many other banner programs
around, but Chris believes that "Page
Pro Banner Maker is the best banner
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program for the TI-99/4A and the
Myarc Geneve 2640--period.” In
support of that statement, he pres-
enls SOmME persuasive arguments.

Many banner programs {(as you
probably well know) tend to produce
banners with text and pictures that
are "blocky and crude,” but this new
program--supported by a rapidly
growing library of Page Pro pictures
and Page Pro Headlinc fonts--sceks
to move that. Pro Ban-
ncr Maker is flexible, friendly and
fast. But that's not all. There are yet
more reasons why this program is
more powerful than its forerunners.
Let me lot Chris present his own

Page Pro Banncr Maker "allows
you to enter up to 280 letters and 32
pictures.in a single banner--where
the pictures and the letters can be in-
terspersed in virtually any way im-
aginable. You can also create and
save banners, and then edit and re-
use them later-- something lacking in
other banner makers. ...[T]he Ban-
ner Editor gives you a clear on-
screen representation of how your
banner will turn out--¢liminating
guesswork... [Th: program] has 80-
column support; it works with a hard
drive; it has an easy-to-use interface
that allows you to select picturcs and
fonts direct from catalog listings,
etc.”

The cost for Page Pro Banner
Maker (including 16-page manual, a
program and an example disk with
seven fonts and nine pictures, and a
reference sheet for the artwork) is
$12.95 plus $2.50 shipping and han-
diing. If you make use of baaners, |
recommend that you try this pro-
gram.

In addition to commercial pro-
grams published by Asgard, Page Pro
99 Lias received fairware support ag
well, Let me mention a few products

and addresses. Ed Johnson (399 S. .
Lexington Ave., St. Paul, MN 55105)

hasreleased TIPS2PP {converts
TIPS pictures to Page Pro 99 format)

and Page Pro Font Editor {creates’

new Page Pro fonts). Paul
Scheidemantle (2762 Lovington,

Troy, MI 43083) has made available a

Page Pro Picture Cataloger (creates

catalog of Page Pro pictures). Bill
Gaskill (address given earlier) bas

come out with a Page Pro Edi-

tor/Formatter (helpful, according to
Chris Bobbitt, in generating text for
newsictters). And Chris Bobbitt
himself has released Medical Clipart,
"an extensive collection... usciul for
physicians and students,” (Inciden-
tally, this information on fairware
products itself comes from a helpful
"Page Pro Productivity Chart pro-
duced by Chris.)

More Asgard News

I haven’t seen the actual program
yet, but I understand that Joe
Delekto’s Screen Preview program is
now available {including disk and 12-

| page manual) from Asgard Software

for $12.95 plus $2.50 shipping. From
the description, it sounds a bit like
Harry Wilkelm’s Paper Saver pro-
gram (in that it allows you to see on
the screen in miniaturc what your
formatted printout will look like), but
Asgard's Screen Preview sounds
more powerful (in that Asgard’s pro-
gram actually allows you to make
changes in the text while running the
program).

Screen Preview is a replacement
for the TI-Writer formatter (it sup-
ports most but not all TI-Writer
formatter commands) and runs from
the TI-Writer Utility option (or any

equivalent). Here's how Asgard de-

scribes the program: "This program...
will format your text file, with embed-
ded TI1.writer formatter commands,
to the screen in a miniature format.
[ Y]ou can vicw an entire page at a
glance, checking margins, page
breaks and other formatting. If you
se¢ an ¢rror, you can point to the line
that needs correction and change the
text on the fly. Finally, when the
page is done to your satisfaction,
press a key and it's printed on your
printer, and you can move on to the
next.”

According to Asgard, Screen Pre-
view not oaly works with standard
floppy disks, but "is also compatible
with hard drive systems and most
RAM-disks." If (likc many people)
you use your computer mostly for
word processing, you could find this
product to be very helpful. I plan on
giving it a try myself,

A while back, Asgard relcased
two programs that I do not believe
received the attention they deserved:
Harry Wilhelm’s EZ-Keys Plus and
Charles Earl’s Batch It! (I hope to
deal with both in & future column to
try to rectify that deficiency.) I am

PPy to observe that Asgard has just

cleased Batch It! 2.0; which is an ex-
tensive upgrade to the original Batch
It!. Batch It! does for EAS programs
in a sense what EZ-Keys dueu fm' XB
rograms: it allows you to create
grugrams that run behind and inter-

act with other programa.

Thatis a pnwr.:rful ability, but to

explain it would take more space
than I have for this month. Let me
be content to mention that Batch It}
2.0 is now available from d for
$17.95 plus S & H (or, if you have the
¢arlier version, you can upgrade it by
sending your original disk plus
$5.00). Asgard has also announced
that version 1.1 of YAPP ("Yet An-
othcr Paint Program,” but this one is
for those with 80-columa cards) is
available for $29.95 plus $ & H. Or, if
you already have YAPP, you can get
the upgrade by sending your original
disk plus $4.00; include an additional
$3.00 for a disk of YAPP format pic-
tures and TI-Artist fonts.

If you don’t have an 80-column |

card yet, you'll be glad to hear that
Asgard has decided to go ahead with

its EGI ("Enhanced Graphics Inter-

face™) prnjuc:t Write or phone As-
gard for further information,

Also, I should mention that ver-
sion 1.01 of Jim Reiss’ popular Pix
Pro utility is now available ($14.95
plus S & H, or original disk plus
$3.00 for upgrade; include additional
$3.00 for two disks full of sample
MacPaint pictures in nrchwed for-

mat).

Ticoff Heport

On Saturday. March 9,1 attended
the "Family Computer Ezpumt:un
and Ham Radio Festival” (a.k.a.
TICOFF in carlicr years) at Roselle
Park High School, Roselle Park, New
Jersey. Asthe name chaoge indi-
cates, the event is no longer re-

stricted to Tlers. But I still enjoyed

mysclf, especially meeting old friends
face-to-face and making new ones,
which is to me often the best part of
any gathering of Tlers.

TI vendors personally represented
included Asgard Software (repre-
sented by Bill Reiss, author of Tour-
nament Solitaire and brother of Jim
Reiss, author of Pix Pro and other
fine Asgard programs), Colonial
Software (15 Wyda Court, Colonia,
NJ 07067-1918; phone: 90&’315—12’?’9;
a source of fairware and public do-
main software for the TI-99/4A and
MYARC 9640), and Rave 99 (John
McDevitt, 112 Rambling Road, Ver-
non, CT 06066; phone 203/871-7824;
maker of several models of a new pe-
ripheral expansion box for the TI-
99/4A and/or MYARC 9640). Also,
although I did not get to talk with
bim myself, Joe Ross (author of
cSHELL 99, which looks like a great
program) was also present. |

There were lots of bargains
around (can you believe an empty
used PEB for $157). Joe Ross (119
Knollwood Terrace, Clifton, NJ
(07012) was sclling his ¢SHELL'99 (a
interesting program that I somehow
hadn’t really come across before, al-
though it looks good enough that I
may comment on it further in a fu-
ture issuc) for only $20 (usual price
530) You could purchase the Jatest

py of MICROpeandium or Com-
put:r Monthly for only $1 each, or
get a copy frec if you wanted to sign
up for a subscription,

Out of town T1 "celebritics” pres-
ent that I especially enjoyed talking
with included Mike Wright (who
came all the way from New Hamp-
shire) and Harry Wilhelm (author of
The Missing Link, EZ-Keys Plus,
etc.). L also got to meet (for the first
time, I believe) Ed Machonis,
founder of the QB-9%¢rs and author
of many popular label printing pro-
grams (e.g., MAC-LABELS, which
was recently printed in MICROpen-
dium). Ed, by the way, was one of
the speakers at the gathering, He was
introduced to me by Andy Becker,
author of the PEEKG routine in-

SEE PAGE 78 »
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Classic Cﬂmpurér Column
by Gary A. Edwards

Feature: Computer Talk

The hot topic of conversation for
Commodore users these days is how
to transfer files between the Commo-
dore 64 or 128 to an MS- DOS PC.
Although all computers are funda-
mentally similar in how they work,
different brands offer different ad-
vantages. A lot of users who buy an
IBM compatible computer also hang
on to their Commodore.

A Commodore 64/128 has many
benefits. It has a superior sound
chip, color, sprite capabilities and the
ability to use an ordinary television
set. Many computer users turn on
their Commodores for relaxation and
variety after a iong day of staring at a
moncchrome screen filled with
words or numbers,

Pioneer Commodore users have
millions of bytes of text files stored
on their 1541 formatted floppy disks.
On the surface it seems simple to
transfer old text files from a C 64/128
to an IBM compatible PC. This sim-
ple idea, in practice, turns out to be
an illusion,

There is a plcthora of programs in
the IBM world that directly read
- disks from almost cvery computer ex-
cept Commodore. [ have tried many
ways of transferring files to my IBM
clone. None of the casy solutions
work well or simply, If spced is not
of the essence, it seems there should
be some BASIC or other program
that could transfer files. If you know
of some way not mentioned in this
column, please advise me for future
publication.

I will describe my trials and errors
and final success. My expectation is
that you will avoid the patfails I have

faced and save yourself some trouble.

First, a couple of words about filc
transfers between any two makes of
computers. You will usually find it
possible to transfer only ASCII text.
ASCII is the common code chosen

for alphanumeric characters. The

- ASCII standard gives each character

and sumber a number. This means
that an A typed on two brands of
computers would have the same nu-
meric code. This makes it possible to
transfer TEXT files from one brand
of computer to another,

You may be able to transfer a
PROGRAM file between an IBM
and a Commodore 64 disk, but the
program will not work. It will only

work oa the computer intended by

the programmer. Text files are the
only files that you can transfer suc-
cessfully. You will be able to use any
decent terminal program to transfer
text files to your IBM clone.

One day, my new IBM clong ar-
rived at my house, I had several files
that I had written on the Commodore
64 in SpeedScript, SuperScript and
GEOwrite. I wanted to transfer
them to the IBM clone.

Itried the most logical and sim-
plest way (to me) first. I connected
the wires from the modem on one
computer to the other, It quickly be-
came clear that you need software
that is compatible with both ma-
chines, There is no (erminal pro-

between a Commodore 64/128 and
an IBM clone. To transfer files you
have to dial a phone number from
one modem and havec another
modem answer the ring. If you hook
up one modem directly to another,
there is no phone number to dial.
Marte Brengle states, "The casiest
way to transfer files is to send the
files via modem from one computer
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cluded in XXB/1-5 and the Genial
TRAVeIER.

TI Fairces, large or small, are al-
ways an cnjoyable expericnce. If ali
goes well, my own agenda for 1991
includes the Northeast TI-99/4A
Home Computer Faire {or "Boston
Fayuh®) on April 6 and the Mult:
User Group Conference (or "Lima
Faire™) on May 18 (contact the Lima
User Group, P.O., Box 647,
Venedocia, OH 45894 or phone Dave
Szippi evenings at 419/228-7109, if
there’s still time to make this one!),
If you missed these, you can start
now to plan for the. Convention
planned for Tacoma, ington this
fall, the weekend of Scptember 21 (1
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vnderstand that further information
can be obtained by contacting Barb
Wiederhold at 206/546-1865 or
206/546-1205).

One evidence of the TI being alive
and well is the various T1 conven-
Tlons scheduled for this country and
elsewhere (such as the Ottawa Faire
in April 1991 that I was unable to at-
tend). If you can attend any of the
ones I do, be surc to say hello. If you
can’t make them, I'll try to give you
reports of what took place in future
issues of Computer Monthly.

Keep reading, and kecp writing
(my address is 835 Green Valley
Drive, Philadelphia, PA 19128; or
phone 215/483-1379, as long as you
don't phone collect!). Until next
month then, keep on compuTInt W

to the other., On CompuServe there
is a file called MO2ZMO.TXT in Li-
brary 2 of CBMCOM that will show
you how to do that, Just make sure
your CBM program can send direct
from disk (don’t use a protocol to
transfer text files)."

For some reason, this system
never worked for me. Perhaps|
didna’t make sure all the cables are
the proper ones and fit snugly onto
thetir connections. I tried to hook up
the two modems directly via an
RS$232 cable. Itried two different
RS232 cables and neither worked. I
experimented with some advice and
help from Kent Sullivan of DEL who
provided a null modem cable. 1even
swizzled a couple of pins. Thisis
done by connecting both ends of a
paper clip to different pin connec-
tions on the end of the null modem
terminal connector, This could easily
fry your motherboard. Don’t try this
without expert advice. I still coulda’t
;ransf:r files. Nothing worked, so
ar,

Now we are progressing from the
ridiculous to the sublime, Eventually,
we may arrive at the most practical
solution for you.

The next obvious solution is to
connect a line from the modem on
the Commodore 64/128 to a phone
line. Thea connect 4 line from your

'phone system to your IBM clone.

) _ 'The shortcomings of this idea soon
gram I know of that will work directly

become obvious. With one method

'you nced two phone lines in your
 house, with outlets for both next to

. your computers, This is cambersome

-and, for most of us, too expensive,

My tcenagers don't even have their
own phone lines.

To inject a little humor, another
method involving the phone system
requires two different houses. You
would need to find a friend with a
Commodore 64/128. This isn’t too
difficult. Then, you would need to
run over to your friend’s house and

‘Icad a terminal program into his
computer. Then, you would rush
"back to your house and load your
'IBM clone with a terminal program
and set it for auto-answer. |

After that, you run back to your

friend's house and dial your own
l_ house’s phone line. Then, you rush
.back to your home and have your
'IBM answer the phone and down-
: load the file(s).

- Another more serious option is to
' give your friend the files you want to
| transfer with detailed instructions om
' what you want to do. Perhaps your
[ fricnds are more reliable than mine,
I find thix system too cumbersome to
'be practical. I am only including it
- here to be halfway humorous. -

A more practical and useful
method ix to transfer your text file(s)

to a Bulletin Board System (BBS.)
This might be your local ncighbor-
hood BBS or a commercial BBS,
such as CompuServe, Q-Link or
whatever. Then, you connect to your
BBS with your Commodore 64/128
and upload the file(s) you want trans-
ferred to your personal storage arca.

After you upload your file(s) you
disconnect your Commodore. Then,
hook up your IBM clone to the
phone line, load your terminal pro-
gram and download the file(s) from
your BBS's personal file storage
space. This works simply and well,

Trick question... guess the down-
falls of this idea. For us who are tight
with our budgets, this method is ex-
peosive. You have to pay for charges
for the connect time for a commer-
cial BBS. You also pay for long dis-
tance charges if you don’t have a
local access number. Also, most
neighborhood BBSs don’t allow
space for you to upload large files
unless you are privileged to enter the
inner sanctum at the highest level,

There is a program called the Big
Blue Reader which reads IBM for-
matted disks. You then convert the
file to the C64/128 format, Or you
can read a C64/128 format file and
convert it into the MS-DOS format.
According to Betty Clay on CIS, "Big
Blue reader runs on both the 64 and
the 128." The essential element is
that you need to use a 1571 disk
drive. You have to format the IBM
formatted disks on one side only.
You do this by changing to your A:
drive and formatting the floppy disk
with the DOS command:

FORMAT A:/1

Converting from C64/128 to IBM
is easy if you have an Amiga. You
read the C64 files into your Amiga
with the Disk-2-Disk software, Then
send the files to an IBM disk using
Das-2-Dos software. The disadvan-

tage is that you have to be able to af-

ford a C64/128, an Amiga and an
IBM clone... pretty heady stoff even
for ws dyed in the wool computer
freaks.

My friend, Harold Riggles, pro-
vided the first workable solution for
me. This solution requires a C128,
We used a program from the Febru-
ary 1988 Compute! magazine., On
page B2 there was an article entitled

*The 128/MS DOS Connection” by

Ernest R. Hunter. I first formatted
some disks. im the IBM format on one
gide as described above. Then, I con-
verted my C64 text files to ASCIL ]
then hand carried my IBM formatted
disks and my Commodore compati-
ble disks with ASCII files on them to
Harold’s house. We used his C128 to

SEE PAGE 81 »




