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TI-99ers In The ‘90s

Classic Computer Column
by Barry Traver

Lima MUG Conference
Excellent!

Once again, the Ohio State
Uaniversity Lima Campus graciously
hosted the annual Lima TI Mult
User Group (MUG) Conference.
The Lima Fair (which was not merely
fair, but excellent!) took place on
Saturday, May 17, 1991, and [ was
privileged not only to attend, but also

to siay again in ncarby Venedocia at
the: bome of Dr. Charles Good, facul-
ty advisor of the student group that
otficially sponsors this annual event.
The Lima Fair, in many ways, is as
good as (or at times better than?)
similar events in larger cities, such as
Boston or Ottawa. The Ohio State
University Lima Campus is to be
commended for the excellent facil-
itics provided for what has become
one of the most important TI gvents
of ithe year. Gratitude should also be
expressed in particular to Dr. Good
and his able associates (Dave Szippl

and others) in this well-executed en-
deavor!

Who were the multi user groups
represented at MUG? 1 don’t have a
complete list, but a partial list may
give you some idea (I hope I've got-
tecn most of the names correct!).
There were user groups from Canada
(919 User Group, Toronto, Ontaric;
Kawartha User Group, Peter-
borough, Ontario) and the US. The
latter were from various states, in-
cluding Illinois (Chicago User
Group), Indiana (Hoosier User
Ciroup, Indianapolis; The Fort's User

Group, Fort Wayne), Michigan
(Great Lakes User Group, Detroit),
Missouri (St. Louis User Group),
Pennsylvania (Pittsburgh User
Group; West Penn User Group),
and--of course--Ohio (Cin-Day User
Group, Cincinnati and Dayton;
Cleveland Area User Group;

C.0.N.N.1., Columbus; New Hor-
izons User Group, Toledo; OH MI

Ti User Group, Toledo?; and the
Lima Ohio User Group from guess

where?),
Although some vendors were not
SEE PAGE 53 »
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I take it that the inclusion of
"Dean Roades, 463 ADAM, Jan, '3]”
means that the paragraph was
originally written by Dean Roades
and appeared in the January 1991
1ssue of the 463 ADAM newsletter.

In any case, [ thought you might
be interested in this little bit of infor-
matiop. 1did not know that the game
controller could be used with
PowerPAINT, and I don’t believe it
was 1ncluded in any of the documen-
tation that I have.

I tried using the game controller
myself, but I have gotten so used (o
using the function keys in the upper
right hand corner of the keyboard
that it does not increase my speed at
all. In fact, it rather slows me down.
For someone new to the joys of using
the PowerPAINT program, however,
this may be a feasible alternative to
the function keys. Tryit. You might
like it.

Wacky wOrd Games

If you have just recently acquired
your ADAM computer, and were not
given the manuals that originally
came with the ADAM, this might be
of some help. It seems that one of the
carly Coleco Games, called "Wacky
Word Games," 15 destgned to teach
children or uninformed users of the
SmartWRITER word processing
mode, some of the "ins and outs” of
using the SmartWRITER functions.

If you would like a copy of this
program, get in touch with your
favorite ADAM vendor. I'm going to
see if [ can get a copy in order to try
it out. It sounds like it might be fun,

SmartWRITER

While we're on the subject of
SmartWRITER, here'’s a couple bits
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of information you might be able to
use. If you write large articles wath
SmartWRITER, it is a good idea to
get a memory expander board for
yvour ADAM. This enables you to
keep more pages in ADAM’s
memory while you are writing and/or
printing. As is, your ADAM is only
capable of keeping about seven pages
1n Memory. -

Also, remember that INITializing
your media only clears your direc-
tory. It does NOT clear all the

stored data from that media. If you -

are using disks, it 1s a simple matter
to reformat those disks. However, if
you are using data packs, this is not
possible. To completely clear your
tape, the only thing I know to do is to
block copy all the blocks from a com-
pletely empty tape onto the nsed
tape. Sometimes this will clear up
"bad blocks" on your tape, but not al-
wavs. Of course, you need a "copy”
program to do this.

If you are usirg disks, bad blocks
can sometimes be cleared by running
a large magnet (like the ones they use

to c¢lear video tapes) over the disk.
However, remember two things,
One, you will then have to reformat
that disk so your ADAM will recog-
nizs it when you insert it in the disk
drive. Two, do NOT run a magnet
over a tape! The ADAM will not
reformat a tape unless you have spe-
cial equipment to accomplish that (a
MegaCopy formatter, for instance),
This equipment does not come with
your ADAM. The circuitry to format
data packs (tapes) was not built into
your computer console.

Hexace

Ii's been a long time since we
heard from Bruce Wilters of Hexace
Software (R.D. #4, Box 81, Franklin,
PA 16323), but you may agree that it
was worth the wait. Bruce recently

introduced three new software
programs: SmartWRITER’s Helper,
FORMAX and COPX.I just received
these three programs, but I under-
stand that SmartWRITER’s Helper
has embedded commands for your
Panasonic-Epson printer that enable
you to use your ADAM with these
printers without a printer patch.
Bruce tells me it also clears up some
of the "bugs" in the SmartWRITER
maode,

FORMAX is a formatting pro-
gram that allows you to format more
than one disk at a time. I think this
program will come 1n MIGHTY
handy, since I often must format a
jarge number of disks in connection
with my work on the ECAUG Pubilic
Domain Library.

Since 1 only have two disk drives
hooked up, I will only be able to for-
mat two disks at a time, but this is
twice as many as one. Maybe I can
talk my husband into hooking my
spare double-sided disk drive up to
the other two. Then I can formai
three at a time! |

COPX is a copy program that al-
lows you to use your RAM drive (you
should have at least a 64K memory
board) to make multiple copies of
disks or tapes. I use a 256K Mega-
RAM, which allows you to copy the
complete disk at one time, and two
disk drives. It's preferable to use two
of the same type of drives {tape or
disk) to make these copies. The
reason you work with two drives
is...this program copies to two drives
at the SAME TIME. Talk about a
time saver! Bruce has outdone him-
self on this. As soon as I get time to
work with them a little, I will let you
know how I fare.

That's not all to this story, how-
ever. Bruce is sclling each of these
programs for only $10 apiece, and
that includes shipping and handling!
This mecans that pcople on tight

vudgets can buy the programs they
need without feeling the pinch so
much; instead of putting them on
what P.J. Herrington calls their "wish
list."

There's more! As an added in-
centive, Bruce says you can get your
copy of a program for frec, just by
getting 10 other people to buy it, If
10 people send your serial number in
with their order of the program you
recommended, Bruce will refund
your full purchase price. Send for
your copy of these programs today.
You can’t ask for a better deal.

1991/92 Taxhelper

P.J. Herrington of MOAUG tells
us that Gary Hoosier 1s already or-
ganizing his notes in regard to his
TAXHELPER program. This means
he'll soon be ready to start work on
the 1991/92 version of this income tax
program, Don't laugh. I've already
started buying Christmas presents for
December 1991, It’s never too early
to start on these things, That’s how
you avoid last minute rushes. Keeps
you from getting ulcers. Also, bear in
mind that I am writing this in May.
There 15 a three month publishing
time lapse between when I write the
article and when you get to read it.

If you are amoag those who
bought this year’s volume, Gary
would like you to send him any sug-
gestions you might have to make the
next version ¢ven better. Write Lo
Gary at 922 Devon Drive, Newark,
DE 19711.

If you have any suggestions, com-
ments or whatever, for me, write to
me at 411-B North Sea Lane, Fort
Walton Beach, FL 32548, If you
would like a reply, please enclose a
legal-sized SASE. Also, if you would
like to contact our ADAM Users
Group, write to ECAUG, P.O. Box
4934, Fort Walton Beach, FL 32549-
4934, o
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represented {I did not see repre-
sentation for MYARC or JP Scftware
at Lima), many nationally-known
(and lesser-known) TI vendors did
find their way there, including 9640
News (Beery Miller), Asgard (Chris
Bobbiut}, Bud Mills Services, Com-
petition Computer, Genial Com-
puterware (mc), Harrison Software,
L.L. Conner Enterprises, MS Ex-
press, Q.P.A, (Qasis Pensive
Abacutors, Gary Bowser), Ram-
charged Computer, Tigercub Soft-
ware (Jim Peterson), and W.A.S.
Controls (William A. Shores),

Presenting The
Presentations

As usuval, Lima had a full schedule
of presentations. Since these are
being made available on videotape to
user groups around the country and
to individual members of the Lima
User Group, let me mention the
specific speakers and topics here:

(1) Charles Good, "Preview of
FUNNELWESB 4.32, showing DISK
REVIEW management of file com-
ments" (yes, Tony and Will Mc-
Govern have made FUNNELWEB
even better!), (2) Mike Sealy, "The
latest software from MS EXPRESS”
(sliding block puzzles, games and ad-
venture aids), (3) Bruce Harrison,
"GOLF SCORE ANALYZER and
other software from Harrison

. Software" {more about the "other

software" 1n a momeat), (4) Eunice
Spooner and Christopher Bedard,
"THE OAKLAND COMPUTER
CLUB, an elementary school user
group" (an inspiring presentation),
(5) Barry Traver, "Programs that
write assembly language and XB
programs,”... {6) Irwin Hott, "Current
status of the newsletter article clear-
ing house" (plans to assist struggling
user group newsletters), (7} Chris
Bobbitt, "Software and hardware
from ASGARD" (some of which we
previewed in last month’s column),
(8) Bud Mills, "The latest hardware
from BUD MILLS SERVICES,” (9)
Mike Wright, "Bits and Pieces from
the history of the T.1. 99/4A" (more
about Mike in a moment}), (10) Barry
Traver, "GEnie and Genial,”...(11)
Gary Bowser, "Hardware and soft-
ware from O.PA.," (12) Joc Ross, "C-
SHELL 99," (13) Beery Miller, "9640
NEWS and maybe also 99/4A news,”
(14) Chris Bobbitt, "More ASGARD
products,” and (15) E.M. Smith,
"NEWSLETTER PRINTER, with a
revised TIW FORMATTER,
software by Art Gibson,”

In addition, there was an informal
discussion among user group officers
of “The multi user group CON-
FERENCE." Jim Horn of Disk Only
Software had also been originally
scheduled to speak (he gave his
selected topic as "The Sex Life of the
99/4A1"), but unfortunately he was
unable to attend, attending instead, 1
believe, to equally important business

for Uacle Sam (Jim is in the mili-
tary).

Mike W.ight brought alor : his
{never officially released) TI-99/2,
and gave a tascinating talk on little-
known facts from the history of Texas
Instruments. Although Mike'’s name
may not yet be as well known as that
of Bill Gaskill (author of TIMELINE
99), both are well qualified to be our
"official” historians/archivists. I was
encouraged to hear that thoy may be

<

SPECIALS
Complete System:

386/25MHz. System........... 51699

AMB Memory, 30MB, Hard Drive, 18ms, 144MB
Floppy Drive, 1.2MB Floppy Drive, 2 Serial/
Parallel /Game Ports, IDE HD/FD Conlroller,
Super-VGA Monitor. 1024x768, 28mm dp.. VCA

16- Bit Card with 1IMB, 10} Key Enhanced
Keyboard, Windows 3.0 with Mouse, Mini-

Tower Case with 200W P/S.

386,/33MHz. 64K Cache System . 52089

AMB Memory, 120MB. Hard Drive, 18ms,
1.44MB Floppy Drive, 1.2MB Floppy Drive,
2 Senal/ Parallel/Game Ports, IDE HD/FD
Controlier, Super-VGA Monitor, 1024x768,
28mm dp., VGA 16-Bit Card with IMB,

101 Key Enhanced Keyboard, Windows 3.0
with Mouse, Mini-AT Deluxe Case with

200 P/ S,

MOTHERBOARDS

XT 477/12MHz. AMI BIOS ....S38
286/ 12MHz. AMI BIOS,

286/ 16MHz. AMI BIOS,
Exp. ta 4MB

286,/20MHz. AM] BIOS,
Exp. to 4MB

3865X./16MHz AMI BIOS,
Exp. toAMB

386/ 25MHz. AMI BIOS,
Exp. to 8MB

VEKTRON
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working together on some future
projects in that area. Although a
somewhat quiet person, Mike has a
tremendous amount to offer to the TI
community, so Il try to keep you in-
formed as to future projects, whether
he does them jointly with Bill or
primarily on his own (as he has done
thus far). (Whatever way it may be
done, my own hope is that Mike’s
dream of a "T1 Encyclopedia” will ul-
timately become a reality.)

® 101 Key Enh
* Math Co-Processor Socket

* Intemnal Clock/Cal
e Enhanced Cas// alendar

* Please call for XT

HARD DRIVES

40MB, XT Kit, MFM
40MB, 28ms., IDE
380MB, 18ms., IDE
120MB, 18ms., IDE
210MB, 15ms., IDE
320MB, 9ms., ESDI

VIDEO DISPLAYS

486/ 33MHz. (128K Cache) 4MB Memory Instaied S2185
43§/25MH1 (8K CacheMMB Memory Installeg $1699
386/33MHz. (64K Cache) IMB Memory Installed

386/25MHz 1MB Memory Instailed
386sx/16MHz.1M8 Memory Instaled .. 3719

286/20MHz 1MB Memory Installed ...,.... $399
B6/16MHz. IMB Memory Installed . $369
26/12MHz.IMB Memory Instatied . $349
XT/12MHz. 640k Memory Installed. ., .. . $259

* Motherboard and CPU 1

* Basic Memory Installed-Power Supply

e—1:1 IDE HD/FD Controller
12MHz. specifications

Again, if you are an out-of-town
member of the Lima User Group,
you can order these presentations on
videotape, Likewise, TI user groups
may order a single copy of the
presentations from the Lima UG.
The cost is only $15 (or send three
blank VHS tapes plus $3.75 for
postage), and you can order the set
(approximately 14 hours of viewing!)
from the Lima User Group, P.O. Box

llllllll

lllllllllllllllllll

2 or 1.44MB Floppy Drive
¢ 2 Serial/ Pamllelz’cam{:%ﬁ

-

KEYBOARDS
101 Key. Chicony, #5191
101 Key, Maxi-Switch
101 Key. Keybronics
101 Key, Chicony
w,” Trackball

360K, Chinon
1.2MB. Mitsumi

386/ 33MHz. 64K Cache, Mono Monitor, 12" Amber .................... 879 1.44MB. Mitsumi
AM{ BIOS. Exp. to BMB \ , , ' '
- Monua Monitor, 14" Flat Screen/Paper White ... ... S99 1 WFame ............... $59
486/ 25MH:. 8K Cache | )
AMI BIOS, Exp.to 16MB .. S1189 § CGA Moenitor, 147 (640x200} . ................. $159 DEO AD APTERS

128K Cache {OPTION) ... $189
486/33MHz. 256K Cache
AMI BIOS. Exp. to 12MB .. 81749

NETWORK PRODUCTS

SUPPLIES

200 Watts
{For Full-Size

Mima-Terwer
Mini-AT Case) 941
150 Watts
(For AT Ir. fur
XT Case}. .. ..

$32

200 Watts (For ( 214 )606'02

TENME & CONDITIONS: -WSA/MC/AMEX or UOU CASHIER'S

RETUINS ACCEI"TED WITHOUT RMA® - DNE YEAR WARRANTY ON ['ARTS AND LABOR ON COMPUTER SYSTEMS - AlL
HETUHRNS MUSY BE IN NEW CONDITION ORIGINAL PACKACING A MANLIALS

ALL RETURNS ARE SUBMELT TO |17% RESTOUKING FEE  SPECIFICATIONS ARE SUBJELY TO UHANLE.

HYUNDAL VGA, 14" (640x480), 52mm dp. ...... 9219
HYUNDAI VGA. 14" i640x480), 3lmm dp. ...... $295
HYUNDAL Super-VCA, 14"{1024x768) 28mmdp. ... $319

Y VEKTRON Intamational

2100 Hwy. 360, Suite 1904, Grand Prairie, Texas 75050
80 / FAX: (214)606-1278

CALL FOR QUANTITY PRICES**
ECK - PRICES REFLECT 4% COD CASH INSCOUNT - ND

Monographic w/Printer Port . . . 5 lg
Color/Mono Craphics w./Printer . . . S$2

VGA 16-Bit., 800x600. 256K
{Oak)
VGA 16-Bit, 1024x768,

$51

Ethernet Card, 16-Bit _ MISCELLANEOUS 266K /512K (Paradise OEM)$ 78/86
L;ﬁtu‘:?} EE‘I;E“E] S $99 | Ms00s33/40. S47/S54 | vcA 16-Bit, 10241768, IMB
Staftse:'tﬂil; erme 5529 Senal Mouse (3 Button) . ........oviiiiniany 18 | (Trident-OEM)
LANtastic 2Mbps Windows 3.0 with Mouse (2 Button}.............. 79 | VGA 16-Bit, 1024x768, 1MB
Starter Kit $379 | 2400BD. Modem, Internal with Software .......... 55 |_(STB. Powergraph
LANtastic AE-2 Send/ Rec. Fax 96008, Modem 2400Bd ... ..... 139 CASES
Ethernet Adapter ......... Colorado Tape Backup Unit, 120MB (D)-10) . ... .. 289 | o1 junior for XT 14x5.25" Bays). $31
LANtastic 2Mhps Adapter . ... _ AT Full-Size .
(5x5.25" Bays) S&T

Mini-AT Deluxe,

200W P/S

(3x5.25", 2x3.5" S8
Mini-Tower, 200W P/S
-2x525. 3x35 . ST

Full-Tower. 230W P/S
(7x5.259 .... $145

&0 XL -
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647, Venedocia, OH 45894,
Rememkber, this offer is intended
not for individuals in general, but for
user groups, conferepce speakers
and attending dealers. Individuals
who want a set of these videos can,
however, become eligible to order
the tapes by becoming paid members
of the Lima UG.

Mike Maksimik’s MIDI
Master

Onc of the featured attractions at
Lima was the appearance of Mike
Maksimik’s MIDI MASTER 99. At
the time of writing this column, his
project is not complete (I've only
heard version 2.21 in operation, al-
though version 3.0 may be available
by the time you read this), but I have
seen/heard enough to make me very
encouraged indeed.

MIDI stands for "Musical Instru-
ment Digital Interface,”" and Mike’s
program uses the R8232 card and
custom sequencing software to
achicve input and output with MIDI
interface-equipped devices (e.g., cer-
tain electronic keyboards, such as
many manufactured by Casio or
Yamaha). Actually, in version 2,21,
the music only goes one way (from
your TI-99/4A or MYARC 9640 to
the musical instrument), but two-way
communication should be available
shortly; e.g., so that you can play
something manually on the keyboard,
and send it to the computer to be
saved as a digital data file.

We're talking about something
much more sophisticated than the TI
sound-gencrator chip (which only al-
lows three voices plus one noise).
MIDI devices offer much more. For
example, as Mike observes, "The
CASIO CT 680 allows two modes of

mode {(on one channel only), or a
multi-timbral {(my iti-instrumental)
inoads, i which f¢ ur channels are
available to control four instruments
within the synthesizer, with 6, 4, 2,
and four notes polyphonically avail-
able to the four selected channels.” I
don't understand all of that yet, but 1
know that the music sounds great!

You should know that "MIDI syn-
thesizers can produce the real sounds
of many different instruments and
built-in rhythms. The TI sound chip
produces square waves similar to the
wood organ instrument available on
the CASIO MT240 synthesizer, [but]
the CASIO MT240 has 29 other in-
strument sounds accessible through
the MIDI interface. MIDI allows
control over the instrumentation as
well as the orchestration, and all of
the subtleties that occur in music.”

Although I've heard that MID]
MASTER 99 may perhaps also be
available through Asgard (with As-
gard essentially acting as a dealer), 1
understand that the product (accord-
ing to the author) is primarily avail-
able directly from him at the follow-
ing address: Mike Maksimik, Crystal
Software Project, 635 Mackinaw
Avenue, Calumet City, IL 60409.
Version 2.21 may be ordered by send-
ing a check or money order for
$45.00 (plus $2.50 for shipping), and
registered owners arc eligible to
receive version 3.0 upon its comple-
tion (presumably without extra
charge).

Version 3.0, according to Mike,
will have a number of advantages
over version 2.21: It "will support al}
of the features of MM99 version 2.21
as well as CakeWalk file format com-
patibility [standard in the IBM and
Mac world] and added memory such
as the memory available in a Myarc
9640, P-GRAM card, or Horizon

version 8,14, Version 3.0 will also
support scanning of the MIDI port in
the sequencer, for recording of your
piano playing, for example, at the
samc time {as) the sequencer pla_vs
music.... All developments of version
2.21 will be fully compatible with ver-
sion 3.0.°

Version 2.21 of MIDI MASTER
99 "includes the full assembly lan-
guage sequencer, the MIDI interface
and two patch cables; the Extended
BASIC MIDI routines; and full
documentation. Also included are
songs suitable for compiling and Ex-
tended BASIC demonstrations.” {(As
noted, version 3.0 with documenta-
tion will be sent when available.) If
you're interested in seriously explor-
ing the area of music with your TI-
99/4A or MYARC 9640, Mike’s
MIDI MASTER 99 is an excellent
way to go (and you can’t complain
about the pricel).

Classical Music On A
Classic Computer

If you don't have a "MIDI device,”
don't feel left out, for there is still ex-
cellent music being produced for the
"plain" TI-99/4A. It is written entire-
ly in assembly, so you will need 32K
memory expansion to take advantage
of the programs, but you don’t have
to run out and buy an electronic key-
board or digital piano to enjoy it. (It
does sound better if you send the
audio to an audio high-fi system, but
that isn’t required to enjoy the
music, )

I'm talking about a company men-
tioned before in this column: Har-
rison Software (5705 40th Place,
Hyattsville, MD 20781). They ap-
peared at the Lima fair with two new
products: "Lute Music of the 17th
and 18th Centuries" (S5/5D, $5.00 in-

Antonio Vivaldi (your choice, DS/SD
or a S8/SD *flippy," $6.00 including
S&H).

Caution: if you own a MYARC
9640, you should be aware that these
items are not compatible with the
Geneve. Sorryl

By the way, Harrison Software is-
also writing music for the Tandy 1000,
which uses the same sound chip that
we have in the TI-99/4A. Since they
have been getting rave reviews in the
Tandy press, I was afraid that we
might lose them from the TI world,
so I was very happy to see that they
are continuing to release muzice for
the TI-99/4A as well.

One of the things I especially like
about music from Harrison Software
is that they not only offer "popular”
classical music (¢.g., Bach's "Two-
and Three-Part Inventions,” Mozart’s
"Eine Kleine Nachtmusik,” Tchai-
kovsky's "“Nutcracker Suite”), but also
offer lesser-known works worth get-
ting to know and difficult or impos-
sible to obtain in any form elsewhere
(c.g., "Wolfy at 8").

Thus--although Bach is probably
the most famous of all who com-
posed for the lute--Harrison
Software’s "Lute Music of the 17th
and 18th Century" features lesser-
known composers: Ennemond Gaul-
tier, Du Faut (aiso spelled du Faule,
no known first name), Charles
Mouton, Jacques de Saint-Luc and
Robert de Visee, plus some anuny-
mous works, Likewise, Antonio
Vivaldi's "1l Pastor Fido® ("The Faith-
ful Shepherd") is not as well-known
as his "Four Seasons," but it is also
dehinitely worth getting to know,

Over th: years Harrison Software
has come uut with some other
worthwhile programs (a golf ana-
lyzer, a word processor, a Wheel of
Fortune-type game), but their musi-

operation, a 16-note polyphonic Ramdisk with RAMBO and ROS  cluding S&H) and "Il Pastor Fido" by SEE PAGE 73 m
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Commodore Corps

Classic Computer Column
by Gary A. Edwards

Feature: REU Upgrade

In the last column, I promised to
report on a two megabyte RAM Ex-
pansion Unit (REU) upgrade for the
Commodore REU. With an REU
you can expand your Commodore’s 8
bit machine memory up o two
megabytes, If you have an REU or
are thinking about trying to locate
one, this article contains exciting in-
formation,

Raymond Day sent a disk describ-
ing his upgrade service. It also con-
tained several downloads from Q-

Link extolling the virtues of his REU
upgrade service. Day also related in-
formation about REU upgrade com-
patibility with GEORAM from
Berkeley Sofrware, a product callea
gateWay from CMD and Turbo
Schnedler. Day’s disk also contains
information about the procedure tor
upgrading REUs., This article
describes all of this material below.

I asked Day how his company got
started. Day replied, "I am no com-
pany. Ijust live at home. I am 30
years old," He started by upgrading
his own REU. Pay adds, "I build
things, work on electricity, elec-
tronics, cars, houses and programs.”
He likes to fix objects like plumbing.
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cal offerings are superb and without
serious rival. They have never disap-
pointed me, and I suspect that--if you
like classical music at all--you will be
extremely pleased with their two
latest mew offerings as well.

From Tenex and Triton
To Terryand TM

J don’t think Terry Miller was at
Lima, but he did send along copies of
the Spring *91 TI-99/4A Catalog for
TM Direct Product Marketing, 1650
Broadway, Redwood City, CA 94063.
The "TM" in the company name
refers to Terry, president of the com-
pany and former owner and co-
founder of Triton Products Company.

The catalog includes hardware
(¢.g., PEB, cards, joysticks), firm-
ware (i.c., cartridges or modules) and
software (disk and cassette). For
printers or modems, you may want to
shop around a bit (TM offers the
Scikosha 24-pin dot matrix printer
for $399.95, whereas I got my
Panasonic KX-P1124 24-pin dot
matrix printer at a local computer
store for $265}, but it’s good to know
that you can presently get a replace-
ment RF modulator or TI-99/4A
power adaptor from TM if you need
one,

The catalog is only 16 pages long,
but (1) it’s the best we’ve got, since
Triton and Tenex are no longer in the
business of supporting the TI-99/4A,
and (2) it does contain coupons on
the order form worth up to $10 off on
your next order. We can expect to
survive {and thrive) as an orphan
community only as we support those
who support us, so I recommend that
you (1) order a catalog, and (2) order
from the catalog! To order the

catalog or ask a question, you can
telephone toll free 1-800-336-9966.

Other News

At the Lima fair, I got to meel
William A. Shores, maker of the Ex-
tended BASIC Module Expander,
which can give you in one module
Extended BASIC and up to five
other cartridge selections. There is a
catch: only modules with 16 pin
GROMs can be used with the E/B
Module Expander, but that still gives
you many possibilities, including Ad-
venture, Disk Manager 11, Editor/As-
sembler, Household Budget Manage-
ment, Multiplan, Personal Record
Keeping, Touch Typing Tutor, Tun-
nels of Doom, and many other
utilities and games.

The hardware kit (including a
module case and all needed parts) is
available for $25 plus §3 shipping
from William A. Shores, Suite #107,
5679 S. Transit Road, Lockport, NY
14094; phone: 716/434- 0709, It
you're a hardware klutz like me,
you’l] be glad to know that Bill will
assemble it for you--just phone or
write him to {ind out what the addi-
tional charge will be,

If I wasn’t "out of space and time,”
I could discuss some of the other
worthwhile products shown at Lima,
including one exciting new hardware
project unveiled there, Don O’Neil’s
"accelerator” for the TI-99/4A (using
the 99115 CPU instead of the regular
9900 ordinarily in the TI-99/4A con-
sole), but I'm afraid we’ll have return
to that later. If you have other topics
you'd like to see discussed here, write
to me at 835 Green Valley Drive,
Philadelphia, PA 19128 (phone:
215/483-1379). Until then, keep on
compuTln’ - |

I asked Day how he learned
electronics. He said, "Most of the
time I learn from thinking how other
people do those sorts of things. 1
read, too."

Day informs us that with a 2ZMB
REU expansion you can have two
RAM 1581s and 2 Shadow RAM
1541 with GEQOS. According to Day,
"Ordinarily you can only have three
drives with RAM and one hastobe a
real drive." Day’s disk includes a
program called Configure 2.1 which
lets your expanded REU create three
drives in RAM.

Day can upgrade GeoRAM to
2MB. He says it will work with the
Turbomaster CPU by Schnedler Sys-
tems. The expanded gcoRAM runs
at 4MHz instead of just 1IMHz.

Day also passed along a rumor
that Steve Schnedler is making a
cartridge called Master Adapter.
This cartridge will let you plug the
Turbo Master CPU on top of the
REU and have them both work

firmed that they are working on this
product, I'll report further on this
company’s products in a future
report, If you want information
about Schnedler products, call (704)
274-4646.

Day provided information about a
program called gateWay, distributed
by Creative Micro Designs {CMD)
for the 64 or 128, Day stated, "gate-
Way is a replacement for the GEQOS
desktop. It will allow you to use
CMD’s RAMIink as a RAM disk, not
just as 2 1541, 1571 or 1581 RAM
disk."

Day also says, "...you don’t need
RAMIink to use gateWay, RAMIink~
and gateWay will both work with a
two meg REU or other size REUs.
It will work with RAMIlink and an
REU both at one time or both
separate,

Day says, "CMD tested my two
meg REU (upgrade) with RAMIink,
RAMIink is shipping now and gate-

1

together. I called Schnedler pro- 'Way should be soon.
ducts in North Carolina and con- SEE PAGE 76 »
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