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TI-99ers In The ’90s

Classic Computer Column
by Barry A. Traver

DIGITAL SOUND FOR THE
TI-99/4A AND MYARC 9640

The name of the product is DIGI-
PORT, and it permits the port-
ing over of D1GItal sound “from the
IBM, Mac, Amiga, Atari ST, Sound
Blaster, and many more,” according
to its producer, Qdsis Pensive Aba-
cutors (better known as QPA, 432
Jarvis Street, Suite 501-502, Toronto,
Ontario, Canada M4Y-2H3). I
haven’t seen DIGI-PORT in opera-
tion myself yet, but I understand
that it is available NOW from OPA.
Like Mike Maksimik's MIDI
MASTER 99 {reviewed in a previous
column), Don (’Neil's DIGI-PORT
is a combination of special cable and

i

software, in this case, the cable
plugs into the parallel port of the
RS232 card (T1, MYARC or Cor-
Comp). The software supplied actu-
ally allows playback of the sounds
from 0 Khz to 80 Khz, either
through the supplied PIO adaptor
cable or through the TI-99/4A’s (or
MYARC 9640’s) built-in 9919 sound
generator (although the 9919 plays
sounds only at a 5-bit accuracy,
while the P10 cable plays at 8-bit
ACCUTACY).

With digitized sound, one prob-
lem is the amount of memory re-
quired. With just a standard TI-
99/4A, reportedly you can play only
10 seconds of sound at 5 Khz. If you
have additiona! memory available
through a supercart, 80-column
card, RAMBO memory card,
MEMEX memory card, or MYARC
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As with the WordStar setup, disk
swapping wiill be necessary. Word-
Perfect will require that you remove
the DATA disk (drive B:) when run-
ning the speller or thesaurus. The
program disk must stay in the drive
in which it was started (usually drive
A3). Don't panic. WordPerfect reads
the file into memory anyway so
there is no danger in removing the
file disk while using the speller or
thesaurus.

THE VDE SETUP

The biggest problem you're
going to find with the WordStar 4.0
or WordPerfect 4.1 and 4.2 setups is
finding the software, Both products
are no longer in production. That
can make life difficult. Sometimes
they are available used at computer
consignment stores. Cost? $25 to
$50. But there is the solution pro-
posed b}r Doug: Roberts in the
August issue of Computer Monthly:
Video Display Editor (VDE). Since
Doug wrote that column VDE has
been updated from version 1.51 to
1.61 and has gotten even better, But
the best part of VDE is that it is free,
though I would encourage you to
contribute §5 or $10 to the author,
Eric Meyer, should you find you like
the program. It can be downloaded
from almost any MS-DOS electronic
bulletin board or ordered from most
places that sell shareware such as
the Public Software Library, P.O.
Box 35705, Houston, Texas 77235,
Site licenses can be purchased for a
very reasonable amount.

VDE is a great WordStar cnmpatl-
ble word processor that can have its
own menu-driven command struc-
ture as well. It takes less than 50K of

disk space and is a very full-featured
program with multiple files, win-
dows, cut and paste, block copy,
move, delete, find and replace, mulii-
ple-level undo, left and right mar-
gins, wordwrap, auto-reformat, right
justification, and automatic disk save
interval just to name a few featuresy.
It is compatible with almost all MS-
DOS computers, including the
Sanyo 55X inall video modes. |
VDE is fastest with a video hagri

. or VBSIM, however, VDE prods

pure ASCII files which makes it an
1deal DOS editor. It does not, ho

_er, have a built-in'spelling che:ctkeh'

or thesaurus and is limited in:the
size of file it can edit (80K). Fartu-
nately, almost any spelling che¢ker
will work {MlcaroSpell 6.24 from|T
gram Systems is but one example).
So wnll most thesauri (like Wprd-
Finder and Webster’s mentldne
earlier),

So there you have it. A 256K
Sanyo 55X with two 360K dm@
might be all you need. You don
even need to spend much money.
Getting words on the page right is
important. Gettmg the nght weords

Tom Peet |
Sanyo Users of Central Ohm '
6074 Bolamo Ct. |
- Westerville, Ohio 43081 5

Victor Frank
‘Sanyo PC Hackers Intemahunal I
12450 Skyline Bivd.

Woodside, California 94062

Eric Meyer (VDE author)

3541 Smugygler Way
Boulder, Golorado 80303 a

9640 (or Geneve), I'm told, however,
that you can play much longer
sounds, up to 10 minutes or more

(depending upon your configura-

tion).

The cost of DIGI-PORT (includ-
ing cable and software) is $39.95
(US), but you need to let OPA know
your system configuration when
ordering, OPA also has sound disks
available, so that you can have inter-
esting material to listen to on DIGI-
PORT.

For further information on this
product or related products such as
RAMBO, you can call OPA at 416-

963-TIT1, Another source of some
of these products, including
RAMB( and MEMEY, is Bud Mills
Services, 166 Dartmouth Drive,
Toledo, OH 43614-2911; phone 419-
385-5046.

Incidentally, at the time of writing
this column it appears that OPA’s
DIGI-PORT may have a competitor:
Texaments's SOUND F/X by Barry
Boone. There are two programs
involved here, one to port over the
sound data from PC format to TI for-
mat and the other to actually play
the sounds on a T1 or Geneve,

SEE PAGE B4 »
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As with the DIGI-PORT, here
also we have to-deal witlwerylarge
data files. If you have a Geneve with
a MEMEX card you can reportedly
pla}f a file that wxll last maybe five
minutes or so. What I heard when ]
was talking with Barry over the
phone scunded very impressive (he
played short samples of music and
speech, the latter including Curly of
the Three Stooges, if ] remember
correctly), but it can take up a lot of
memory. At any rate, if you want
more information on this product,
which may have been released by
the time you read this), you should
contact Texaments, 53 Center
Street, Patchogue, NY 11772,

NEW PRODUCTS
FROM ASGARD

Recently I received two interest-
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ing items from Asgard Software
(P.0. Box 10306, Rockville, MD
20849). First, I received a review
copy of Thumbnails y Francisco
Garci, and second, I received a new
15sue of Reflections! The latter was
especially welcome since the previ-
ous i3sue was sent ouf over a year
ago, and the resumption of publica-
tion is evidence that the reorganiza-
tion of Asgard {including the addi
tion of Harry Brashear as an active
partner in the cperation) is having
baneﬁmal effects. Like many other
companies that supply 'I‘I-relater.l
products, Asgard had been experi-
encing some problems in the
prompt filling of orders, but the
problems seem to be being worked
out,

Back to Thumbnails...] should
warn you that this program works
only on the Geneve and not on the

/4A, but it is a great utility for those
who like to work with MacPaint pic-
tures. It's a program to put right
beside JP Software’s Macflix Pro by
Peter Hoddie or Asgard’s own Pix

Pro by Jim Reiss. Asgard describes
Thumbnails as “the ultimate orga-
nizing, cataloging and conversion
utility for MacPaint pictures,” and
that may not just be advertising
hype. | -

Thumbnails can catalog your
disks and find all the MacPaint pic-
tures on them. You can mth&mc—
tures or print them either in full-size
or in “thumbnail® format (iLe., a
reduced size that fits in a box on the
screen or can be printed nine pic-
tures to a page—now you know
where the program gets its name!).
You can clip your pictures and save
the result in Page Pro 99 or TI-Artist
format. This prugram—which also
lets you “organize your MacPaint
pics into a simple slideshow for
wmng "—has a suggested retail
price of $12.95 (but include an addi-

tional $3.00 for shipping and han-

dling, if ordering by mail).

if you use PAGE PRO 99 {the
popular desktop page publishing
program for the TI), you'li want to
get Asgard’'s new GOFER, a set of
utilities by Dan Gazsy for Page Pro.
It'is available at $12 95 (and—1like
most of Asgard’s products—will run
on the TI as well as the Geneve).
GOFER includes upgrades (Asgard
actually describes them as “com-
plete rewrites”} of “almost all the
utilities included with Page Pro 99,
plus many other additional little pro-
grams designed to let you get work
done qulcker and more efficiently,”
‘Whether it's columnizing text or
-canverting art to and from TI-Artist
-format or modifying Page Pro 99
 filgs, Gofer will help you do it, and
- Gofer will work with RAMdisks and

' hard drives.

. Asgard’s new Lineditor ($12.95
plis § & H), written by Edwin Hal|,
help you with super-large text
. If you find that you have more
lines to edit than TI-Writer or My-
Wiord is able to handle, then you
may want to try out Lineditor. Like
Gofer, Lineditor is able to work on
either TT or Geneve and is compati-
ble with various RAMdisks and the
MYYARC HFDC (Hard Floppy Disk
Controller). It has one simple pur-
pase: to simplify viewing and chang-
ing large text files. If that’s some-
thing you're interested in, check out
this program!

It's great to see good new pro-
grams continuing te come out from
Asgard Software, and there are addi-
tignal new products that { haven't

‘even mentioned yet: the exciting
‘arcade game Starbase Raiders by
Jok Delekto ($12.95), the utility pro-
gram Video Tracker by Larry Tip-
‘pétt (§12,95) to keep track of your
-videotapes (312.95), and the Mouse
Development Package “for the pro-
grammer that wants to add mouse

support to his/her programs”
(814.95), The last of these “contains
extensively documented routines,
with ali source code, for Assembly,
c99, Fortran 99/9640, and Extended
BASIC programmers.” (In case you
were wondering, the MDP is sup-
posed to enable you to “take advan-
tage of both the Asgard Mouse and
the MYARC Mouse.™

[f you like games, you'll be glad
to hear that in addition to its own
products (including the new games
Checkers, Colors, Ti-Pei and the
already mentioned Starbase
Raiders}, Asgard is riow distributing
selected products from Notung Soft-
ware (TI Casion), Comprodine
(Boxsteine, Living Tomb and War
Zone), and Infocom (including six
never-before-released adventure
titles), Want to know more? Write to
Asgard (see address above), and ask
them to send you the Asgard Soft-
'l#arl'e 1991-1992 Entertainment Cata-
og!

CONSUMER COMPLAINT
DEPARTMENT

No, [ don't have a consumer com-
plaint myself to make here right
now, but I do have some sugges-
tions as to in what way disappointed
or frustrated Tlers should perhaps
best respond to a situation where an
order for a product has been sent
but the product has not been
received even though it has been
several weeks (or even months?)
since the order was sent. What
should one do?

Since distributing TI software/
hardware is rarely much of a money-
making enterprise (most people
who do it, [ think, do it because they
love the T], and not because it puts
gruceries on the table) and since
many “companies” are only made up
of one or two people who can only
work at it part-time, some patience
needs to be exercised. Some compé
nies that have had problems in the
past in filling orders seem to taking
steps to solve those problems.

As | mentioned in my previous
column, those who have had trouble
getting products from JP Software
should contact Jerry Coffey (9119
Tetterton Avenue, Vienna, VA
22182), providing full information,
and he will attempt to see that the
problems are resolved. Likewise,
I've reported on the steps Asgard
has taken (viz. the new role of Harry
Brashear in the company) to solve
aimilar problems in Asgard’s keep-
ing up with things. My guess is that
the T1 community has more than its
share of individuals who are trying
to do more than they can realistical-
ly accomplish (hence the delavs

sometimes experienced), but I think

that any conscious attempt to
defraud is extremely rare,

On the other hand, when you've
paid for a product, you have a right

to receive either that product or, if

you prefer, your money back, if the
SEE PAGE 4 »
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patience that subscribers to the
Genial Traveler have displayed in
the rather erratic publication of this
magizine on disk. (I've had as many
problems, I think, as Chris Bobbitt
had in gefting out his recent issue of
Reflections!} True, GT subscribers
have usually received free bonus
disks for their patience in waiting,
but without their patience it would
- have been even more difficult (or

perhaps impossible?) to keep this T1

-a FROM PAGE 34
product is not delivered within area
sonable period of time. What then
should you do? My Iﬁ‘vm is essen-
tially this: write polite, courtegus let-
ters, but make them increasingly
firm. Remind the person or company
that this is the second (or third) let-
ter you have written, If you have had
no success after three or four
attempts, you may have to suggest
that you may be forced to take more
serious action if you do not get a
suitable response within 3 stated
period of time (the suitable response
being either receipt of the product
or refund of your maney, if you pre-
fer not to wait any longer), but that
more serious action should, in my
opinion, be taken only after you have
made several attempts in a *kinder,
gentler” fashion to no avail.

I myself have appreciated the

il

diskazine going.

By the way, if you are a sub-
scriber to GT for Volume 3 and have
not yet received your copy of GT
3/2 or GT 3/3, please send a note to
Barry Traver, 835 Green Valley

Drive, Philadelphia, PA 19128. |
think I do fairly well at

takes me a couple of tries.

I know that other TI companies

COMPLETE COMPUTER SYSTEMS

MICRODEPERTS

COMPUTER CENTER, INC.
27575 Euclid Ave. » Cleveland, OH 44132

phone (216) 731-7220 rax (216) 731-7267

1

e

MICRO- XC 286-12/16 S 788

MICRO- )¢ 386SX § 000 |

MICRO- X 38625 S1189

MICRO- X< 38633  S1350

MICRO->¢ 38640 51389

ALL SYSTEMS INCLUDE:
MINN TOWER DIGITAL CASE'WI200W P.S,
1MG BONS RAM EXPANDASLE TO 4-32MG
SEAGATE 45MG HARD DISK 28MS
PANASONIC 120G OR 1.44MG FOD .

¥GA COLOR MONITOR 640 x 480

SUPER VGA 18 BIT CARD 800 x 600 W/256K
ENHANCED 101 KEY KEYBOARD

2 SERIAL, PRINTER, AND GAME PORTS
CLOCK CALENDAR & BACKUP BATTERY
LIFETIME LABOR, 1 YEAR PARTS WARRANTY

"386-33 W/64K CACHE: 485-25/33 W/128K CACHF

MICRO- X 48633  S1899

FOR UPGRADES ADD:
MEMORY: $53 PER MG
FLOPPY DAVE: 350
SEAGATE HARD DRIVES: 8MG 17MS + $159
120MG 17MS +$250: 212MG 14MS + 3450
SUPER YGA MONITOR 1024 x 784 .28 PITCH $100
SUPER MEGA VOA CARD 1024 x 768 W/S12K $50
SUPER MEGA VGA CARD 1024 x 785 WHMG $69
DIGITAL BABY AT CASE W00 WATT  §20
DIGITAL MID TOWER CASE W200 WATT  $40
DIGITAL FULL TOWER CASE W/Z30 WATT  §75

BRAND NAME COMPONENTS_

I D
MID TOWER DIGITAL $128
FULL TOWER Wi23g) $159
BABY AT DIGITAL 89

ADM B6287-10
INTEL B03875X-16
INTEL 80387-25
INTEL B0387-33

BAREBONFS:

36 - 12/16M
38BSX - 1BMHZ
386 - 25MH2
286 - 33MHZ
BAREBONES INCLUDE: DIGITAL MIN{
TOWER, 200W POWER SUPPLY, 1MG 8D
NS RAM, SIDE 2FDDHHDD CONTR,, 2
SER. PAR., GAME

386-3IM 84KCACHE

3280
486-13 B4KCACHE

SEAGATE DRIVES:
157A 45MG 28N : 7
1102 B3MG 1TMS $279
1144 129MG 17MS $379:
1239 212MQG 14MS 3570
IDESIDE $19/20

200GX 9 PIN $17e
7 COLOA OPTION $50
. DEM
BG/24 FAX/MODEM $119
SOUND BLASTER $129
'] 120MG BACKUP - $229
250MG BACKUP $259
A4TECH 64GRAY SCANNER 3148
A4TECH 258GHAY SCANNER 31949

Vg :
SVEA KFC NON-INTERLACED.

CEFIZEN PHINTERS:
S 145 WIDE 24F ot
GESX-140 24 PIN $279

A4TECH COLOR SCANNER
A4TECH MOUSE WIPAD, HOUSE $25
BEETLE P52 MOUSE $20

1 PA ARD SELL 5480 x 480 £ 158
A KFC 1024 x' !r .28 PITCH 28

24 x 768 .28 PITCH $359
OAK BOO x 600 258K SVGA CARD $50
TRIDENT SVGA 1024 x 708 W/512 68

WAMG 389 {]

AP NIC 1. Yy "
PANASONIC 1.44MG 3V:”
TEAG 1.2M3 5%

TEAC 1.44MG 3W2"

PANASONIC PHINTEARS:
KX-P4420 LASER 8PPM
KX-P1624 WIDE 24 PIN

KX-P1124) NEW 24 PIN 5284
KX-P1123 24 PIN $239

LIFETIME LABOR 1 YEAR PARTS WARRANTY
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[ getting prob-
lems resolved, BUT it sometimes

TR K.

are also “struggling but “hangin’ in
there,” so my advice is this; (1)
politely, firmly and persistently insist
that you get either what you ordered
or your money back (if you prefer

‘that to continued waiting), and (2}

:z to encourage those TI vendors
0 you know have given much
more to the TI community than they
have ever received from it. In our
orphan community, the “good guys”
greatly outnumber the bad, but the
“good guys” occasionally need some
help and understanding to survive.
THREE NATIONAL NETWORKS

No, I’'m not talking about ABC,
CBS and NBS: I'm talking about (T1
Forum) on CompuServe, (TINET
on) Delphi, and (T1 RoundTable on)
(GEnie. Since you can get a 2400-
baud modem now for less than $100
(and 1200-baud modems for even
less money), telecommunications
should be within the reach of most
Tiers, and I know of no better way to
keep up with what's happening in
the TI world on a day-to-day basis.
I've probably mentioned this before,
but I don't think I ever gave instruc-
tions before on how to sign up.

For CompuServe, you can buy a
starter kit for $39.95 or less at many

- computer stores or bookstores (or

call 614-457-8600 voice). For
Deiphi, with your modem (not
voice!) call 800-695-4002, press
ENTER twice when connected, type
JOINDELPHI at the Username
prompt, and fype DELPHIFREE.
For additional information on joining
Delphi, call 800-544-4005 voice.
For GEnie, set your modem for
half duplex (a.k.a. local echo); call
800-638-8369, enter HHH when
connected, and enter XTX99544,

- GENIE at the U#= prompt. For infor-

mation voice on GEnie, call 800-

- 638-9636.

Which one should you join?
That's up to you. I can’t offer you a
really unbiased opinion, because |

myself am the chief SYSOP (System

Operator) for the TI RT on GEnie.

Many Tlers are on more than one
network (just as many people watch
ABC, CBS and NB(), since telecom-
munications is such an excellent
way to keep in contact with other
Tlers across the country (and
beyond!). On each, you will find (1)
a message base, (2) a software
library with thousands of programs
available for the T and Geneve, and
(3} a regular schedule of “live” con-
ferences frequently featuring well-
known TI figures answering ques-
ttons or commenting on develop-
ments in the TI world.

In addition, don't neglect local T1
electronic bulletin boards, many of
which are doing an outstanding job,
Some are doing 8o good a job, in
fact, that some Tlers spend as much
money phoning such boards long
distance as other Tlers spend on
CompuServe, Delphi or GEnie! (If
there is interest, perhaps I can sug-
gest in a future column some local
T1 E)BS.B'EEMEHH worthy of atten-
fio - '

The important thing is that we
form as many links as we can with
other Tlers. One way to do this is to
jain a local TI user group (or a non-
locai T] user group, if there is no
local group available!). Another way
to do this is through telecommunica-
tions, so if you've never explored

‘how you might become involved in

this activity, [ recommend that you
check it out!

Well, once again, I'm out of space
and time, so | hope I've said enough
to demonstrate that the TI is stitl
alive and well and living on planet

earth, 50 keep on compuTIn't o




