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COMMODORE

geoSynch: Letters, News,
And Hard Drives

by D. Rederick Eamon

This mouth we cover letters. To
answer as many as possible, [ edited
where necessary.

Text Transfer Trauma!

First, a letter from Robert Savage,
Jr. of Corpus Christie:

Dear Mr. Eamon:

I used GEOS 128 and geoWrite
Workshop 128 on a 1541/1571 drive
setup. It works great and I've aban-
doned the other word processors.
However, I have over 200 files from
Mirage Concepts’ Word Processor Pro-
fessional that 1 can’t convert using
Workshop's Text Grabber, Generic 11
works, except the lowercase letters
become papitals, and uppercase letters
vanish! Generic [ ignores carriage
return and line feeds. The other form
files (PaperClip and WordWriter 128)
fare no better with Mirage files.

Is there a clean wav to convert
Mirage Word Processor files to
geoWrite?

Berkeley has courteously answered
my query, but told me they have no
plans to develop a Mirage form file. I
would appreciate any help you could
provide to solve this problem.

A. Robert, I discovered the same
problem converting EasyScript tiles. If
you are any good at programming, you
can create a form file yourself with
geoWrite 1.3 or earlier. The 128 Text
Grabber forms can’t port Mirage files,
but other utilities can. Converting many
C-64 word processor files can be done.

BSw seems to assume all 128 users
run word processors written for the
C-128, not the (C-64. That's fine for
most of us, but what if your WP s
Mirage, or EasyScript?P

Mirage, modelled after the CP/M
version of Word Star {it even uses the
E/S/D/iX “star” cursor layout!) is a good
C-64 word processor with powerful
print routines and a large spell-check
dictionary, Back in ’84, Mirage was a
good buy. Unfortunately, a tiny text

edit area—d to 5 pages per file—left

much to be desired, and its 80-column
simulator devours memory. Too bad;
it left no room for underline and
boldtace cornmand routines necessary
for even minimal word processors.
Another word processor crippled by
designers who insisted on a borderline-
stupid feature.

On the plus side, Mirage's text is
saved to disk as PET-ASCII files, iden-
tical to KEasyScript's, geoWrite
Workshop’s (the C-64 version) and
geoPublish’s Text Grabber supports

EasyScript conversions. Unfortunate-
ly, GEOS 128's Grabber doesn't. If vou
add desktop publishing to your arsenal,
vou can convert those Mirage files.

You can get there without geoPub
(though, 'Pub is one of the geoUniverse’s
best buys!}, Here are two other ways
to convert Mirage to geoWrite 128: 1)
WronglsWrite and 2.} TransText.
These shareware products are available
online in QuantumLink's GEQS Arena,
or from the authors at the addresses at
this column’s end. Send a SASE (self-
addressed, stamped envelope) when
writing for information to these
creators—independent shareware
writers gperate on a shoestring and even
return postage could break them! Here's
how they stack up:

Both geoPub’s Text Grabber and
TransText convert WP text with form
files, “EasyScript” and “Generie 1117
both work with Text Grabber, and the
“PetASCII” form file converts Mirage
tiles with TransText.

WronglsWrite: Roundtrip Passage!

To translate to geoWrite and back
again, WronglsWrite can't be beat, Of
the three transfer utilities, Text Grabber
handles the most WP-to-geoWrite con-
versions; WronglsWrite, handles two-
way conversions; and creating custom
torm files and font changing are
TransText’s forte.

Finally, Convert 1.4 {on QLink when
last I looked) converts GEOS files to
Commodore Sequential files. Here, ex-
perimentation is the name of the game.

Questions, Questions

Next, a hand-written letter from (I
hope this is right!} Thomas L. Zawod-
ny, of Beavercreek, Ohio. With it came
this cover note:

Dear Mr. Eamon:

You appear to be a C-64/GEQS “ex-
pert,” at least in my book you are. Ac-
tually, anyone who writes a column for
Computer Shopper should be able to
make that claim.

I've enclosed z letter I sent to BSw
over a month ago. [ still have received
no response. Perhaps you can shed some
light on these questions, particularly,
regarding the geoPrint cable.

Thanks for your time and for your
column in Computer Shopper.

Here's the accompanying letter:

GEOS Is Great!!! But, 1 have
(questions. ..

131 have a non-GEQS format disk
from a public domain source that con-
tains 11 files. Some are BASIC pro-
grams, some are data, etc. 1 tried us-
ing this disk with GEQS without con-

verting to GEOS format, with mixed
results.

The second file on the disk is a small
BASIC program which runs nicely
under C-64 DOS with LOAD“PRINT
DOCS,” 8 and RUN commands. How-
ever, double-clicking this file’s icon
vields the “This file can’t be opened
[rom the deskTop™ dialog box.

The “info” box revealed it as a C-64
Program, Sequential in structure, 1K
byte in size, and not write-protected.
The first file, with similar char-
acteristics, executes with a double-click.

Question: What amn I doing wrong?
1 copied the disk and converted it for
use with GEOS (T use V-1.2), with the
sume result. Is it GEOS 1.2, my disk,
or mer (The disk is in the TAXKIT from
QS! Alliance.)

2.} When I originally purchased
GEQS, I didn't own a printer. I have
since purchased a Star NX-10. The

User's manual suggests using the
geoPrint Cable. The combination works
great for all GEOS applications, but
doesn’t seem to work for non-GEOS
programs, This is the only printer in-
terface [ have.

Questions: Is it possible to use this
combination with non-GEOS prugrams
from GEOS and any other programs
outside of the GEOS environment?

Does the Star NX-10 {GC) printer
driver address the printer as device #47

Do devices 4 and 5 apply only to the
Serial Port, or do they also apply to the
User Port?

Does the geoPrint Cable only work
in the GEOS environment?

Do I need to buy a different inter-
face for the non-GEQS environment?
(Since a parallel port interface would
also work in the GEQOS environment,

coniinued on page 293

TEXAS INSTRUMENTS

Tl Forum

by Ron Albright and Jonathan Zittrain
Random Ramblings

Since we get so many tetters from
users asking for some other sources for
T1 reading, here are some addresses.
In my opinion, the best single source
for T1 reading is (and has been for
vears), MicroPendium (P.O. Box 1343,
Round Rock, Texas TB680; $20 for 12
monthly issues). Laura Burns and John
Koloen put out 40 pages or so of the
tatest TT news, reviews, and (equally
importantly) advertisernents for the T1
world. Much more than we can ever
print here, The freelancers that write
for it are the cream of the 99er world.
If you are serious about your TI, its sim-
ple: you should read MicroPendium.

If you have disk system, the same ad-
vice holds for Genial TRAVelER (835
{reen Valley Drive, Philadelphia, PA
19128; $36/year for a “flippy” disk
bimonthly). If there is a TI historian/ax-
chiver, Barry Traver is he, His 6-time
yvearly “diskazine” contains TI Writer
text files (reviews, tutorials, etc.) as well
as full-blown programs and utilities for
the 99/4A. The list of contributors are
as long as my arm and run the gamut
{rum writers to the penultimate T1 pro-
grammmers. These two publications—
MicroPendium and TRA VelER are ab-
solute musts for any TI owner.

The newest kid on the publication
block is not really a new kid at all, Chris
Bobitt, who has been writing about and
programming for the 99/4A since he
was knee-high to a gerbil, has finally
decided to make his expertise available
regularly. The Asgard News (P.O. Box
10306, Rockville, MD 20850; $6 for 4
quarterly issues) is now available. You
may have heard Chris' and Asgard’s
name before in the column as producers

of some of the best T1 software around.
If the Asgard News lives up to the soft-
ware products from the same source,
the TI world is in for a real treat, Jack
Sughrue {author of the popular PLUS!
utility software; Box 459, East Douglas,
MA 01516; $10.00} reported in his
much-reproduced “Impact-99” news-
sheet that “TId Bits” is a newsletter
published by Bruce Forbes. Jack liked
his issue and that is good enough for
me. You may want to write for details
to Bruce Forbes, Route 2, Box 412,
Sumerduck, VA 22742,

Freehie

This months giveaway goes to Ray
Cyr of Royal Oak, Michigan. Ray gets
the following: Ron Prewitt's (6429
South Fife, Tacoma, Wa 9840%) Fair-
ware Disk of original programs; Bill
Harms’ Class software (6527 Hayes Ct.,
Chino, CA 91710; $10.00); TI-Base
database (donated by Texaments, 53
Center St., Patchogue, NY 11772;
$24.95 + $2.50 S&H); the XCOM Ex-
tended BASIC Compiler software (from
DKM Enterprises, Box 501046, In-
dianapolis, IN 46250-1046; $49 95);
Graphic Lister TI-Artist utility
(Nameloc Software, 3971 §.E. Lineoln,
Portland, OR 97214; $10.00 + $1.50
S&H); and the newsletter disk from the
Central Westchester 99%ers User Group
{from Art Byers, 1261 Williams Drive,
Shrub Oak, NY 10588). This will be
the last giveaway ({see following}.
Thanks for all the support and interest!

Folding Up My Tent

Well, time has come. After over 7
vears with the TI (that's right, I bought

my first 89/4A for $329.00 in June,

continued on page 294
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1981), the time has come for me to
move aver and let some new blood carry
the banner. Having written about the
9%er world for so long, my “word-well”
has run dry. First, as a local newslet-
ter editor, then, as a contributor to
MicroPendium magazine and, finally,
as co-contributor to this column for over
214 years, ] have decided to make this
column my last. [ will not elaborate
on all the factors involved in my
decision—that would take more than
my allotted space.

Suffice it to say that [ am not aban-
doning the TT, I have just passed it on.
My kids don’t allow me enough time
on the console to do it justice. I admit
I have a desktop IBM clone, a Radio
Shack Model 100, and Toshiba 1000

Japtop and use those machines’ software

more and more. But, let me clear up
4 commmon misconception: having and
using another computer brand doesn't
force one to lose one whit of dedica-
tion or gratitude to or appreciation for
the TT1 99/4A. 1 was discussing just that
point the other day with someone who
expressed amazement that the TT world
is still so active, so long after its aban-
ddonment. I related to him (and pro-
hably bored him to death with this flash
of insight) what having and using @
39/4A had done for me us a computer
user in general. First, it made me ap-
preciate what computers can do. From
word processing to telecommunications,
1 feel quite a part of the mainstream
{whatever that ephemeral status is) of
computing, It was with the little 89/4A
that I first found the wonders of bulletin
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board systems and commercial net-
works such as CompuServe, DELFPHI,
and GEnie. Second, I Jost all fear for
fiddling with the insides of computers.
After gutting and reworking my TI con-
soles through everything from chip
replacement to soldering and resolder-
ing, I know that holding onto the no-
tion of computers as mysterious and in-
timidating wonders is for those who still
practice voodoo. While the other of-
fices where I work waited days for the
local information management techies
to come instal} the hard disk drives of
our new AT-clones, I had our drives
installed and running in a single
morning.

Third, I have come to realize the
value of user groups, regardless of com-
puter or application supported, to the
computing enthusiast. It's a pity
manufacturers have not. Finally, and
perhaps most importantly, 1 learned
what kind of people computer en-
thusiasts are. 1 am not talking about
those who simply use computers, These
run the gamut of people—from good
to bad—just as car drivers and cuisinart
owners do. I am talking about, well,
the hackers. Perhaps no group of peo-
ple outside a monastery have such
qualities of unselfishness, generosity,
and closeness with kindred spirits. The
friends [ have made among T1 owners
will continue to be so long after the last
computer chip has cracked and the
power is turned off. For these reasons
and many more, I will always be a 99er.
The TI Forum column will continue
under JZ and my successor. I will read
it every month with all the excitement
I had when I wrote it. 1 wish you all
well and every happiness.

JZ’s Part

It is with great regret that I send
along this installment of the TI Forum
column—as you have just read, it is
Ron's last. His seemingly boundless
energy, talent, and competence will be
sorely missed. Ron has been an incredi-
ble asset not only to the column, but
to the TI community. It has been a
pleasure to work with him, and I hope
there is an opportunity to do so again.

You have probably read about ex-
tending Extended BASIC—Barry
Traver recently contributed a com-
prehensive three-part series on the sub-
ject to the column, I am delighted to
announce that Mr. Traver will continue
to grace the TI Forum on a regular basis
as my co-columnist,

Traver has been a leader of the TI
community for years. He is a system
operator on both the CompuServe and
GEnie networks, and has contributed
articles to 99er Home Computer
Magazine, Computer Shopper,
MICROpendium, The Smart Prograim-
mer, and Super 99 Monthly.

He started a company, Genial Com-
puter, which publishes software for the
99/4A, including the Genial TRA VelER
diskazine Ron mentioned.

Traver founded (and served for
several years as the first president of}
the Philadelphia Area TI Users Group,
which is the fourth largest special in-
terest group in the Philadelphia Area
Computer Society. He heralded the Ar-
chiver revolution with his original Ar-
chiver format being adopted on hun-
dreds of local TI electronic bulletin

boards and all the major telecom-
munications networks,

Traver has a special interest in com-
puters in education, home schooling his
eleven-year-old son John Calvin. He has
a B.A. in mathematics, M.A. in
English, M.Div. in theology, and
Th.M. in New Testament.

We hope to reflect the diversity of
the T! community in future column
topics. We have received a lot of mail
from readers who have minimal
T1-99/4A configurations but who are
interested in inexpensive upgrading. In
future columns you can expect to find
do-it-yourself hardware projects such
as various methods of adding 32K to
the standard 99/4A console, as well as
information of no-assembly-required
stand alone module availability.

We hope to keep in touch with soft-
ware companies and authors, providing
reports of software-in-development in
addition to reviews of existing products.
We will keep you posted as new ver-
sions of software classics such as Fun-
nelweb, Disk Manager 1000, and ar-
chivingfcompression programs are
released. -

TI faires are happening more than
ever, and-we will be certain to publish
the details of upcoming events as soon
as we know them. The Los Angeles
09’ers have already set the date of their
annual 99 Fest-West at the Lafayette
Hotel in San Diego for February 18-19.
And the LA users group is just one of
many who have been faithfully sending
us their original news and views. Please
keep those letters and newsletters com-
ing! They are extremely valuable to us,
and we do appreciate them. We will
be providing more details about users
groups such as LA, Chicago, Washing-
ton D.C., and Philadelphia that allow
involvement of members-at-a-distance.

Ron long ago offered his Tour de
Boards, a look at TI bulletin boards
across the country. To complement the
larger listing of bulletin boards already
found elsewhere in Computer Shopper,
we plan to include tours of the most
popular and interesting 99-oriented
BBSs—especially those that are accessi-
ble through PC Pursuit, the flat-rate
evening telecommunications network
offered by Telenet.

Aside from the standard column, we
are working to feature extra technical
articles, both hardware and software-
oriented. Tony Lewis, a past con-
tributor to MICROpendium, has prom-
ised some fascinating hardware articles
for the advanced 99’er, and Warren
Agee (author of the FirstBase database
program, written in ¢99) has offered
to share some of his extensive ¢B9
knowledge with us.

So this month marks both an ending
and a beginning. Ron Albright moves
on to other pursuits, leaving behind an
incredible }egacy for the 3er (I see Ron
did not even mention his Orphan
Chronicles and Orphan’s Survival
Guide as part of his tremendous con-
tributions). Barry Traver arrives with
new talent and enthusiasm. And the
T1 Forum looks forward to another vear
as one of the foremost sources of news
and views on the 90 family. ®

Mora Taxas Instruments
on page 554
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You Have To Give It Away To Get It

by Jirn Horn

Recently as 1 sat thinking about some
of the awful things I needed to do, the
postman saved my day. Computer
Shopper was in the ﬁstful of mail he
handed me, which was enough to make
me ignore the usual assortment of let-
ters addressed to my neighbors.

The latter part of Dr, Ron Albright's
article about the Maine school teacher
Eunice Spooner caught my eye. (I
always turn to TI Forum.) Ron had a
real heart warmer this month. What

a story! I picked up the phone and
called Vice President Bush's office.

I told them the story of Eunice

Spooner in Maine who, rather than sit-
ting back and demanding large PCs
costing thousands, opted to scour yard
sales and user groups for TI99/4As for
her charges. T%nen instead of locking
the machines up at night in an empty
school, Spooner sent the little critters
kome with & rugged computer under
their arm! The young researcher who
[ drew kept asking questions about the
school, the teacher, the exact address.
When I told him the teacher had re-
ceived a teaching award, he needed
specifics. Then he told me why. The
vice president was going to Maine,
ostensibly on vacation during the
Democratic Convention. The research-
er's home was in Maine! All we got the

More Timex Sinclair
continued from page 553

Radio Shack keyboards searching for

a slice of immortality—and then its just

a series of countless memories until the
heart and car motor hum again,

Quite simply, the Sinclair/Amstrad
groups today would not exist without
these permdm seminars (which are in-
creasing in number nationally). They
are an inexplicable barrage of renewed
acquaintances, bonding, sharing of in-
formation and provide the inspiration
and direction for us all. My hat is oft
to this years erganizers and participants,
for it is you that provides the cohesive
fabric for our organization.

With football, ice hockey and
modem season here, my infrequent
check of the mailbox netted the new
Amstrad PCW-8256 catalog from 5035
Datamension, While some regard them
as overpriced, others simply ignore price
and order selectively, as they are vir-
tually the only game in town,

What I did like about their updated
catalog, was that it offered some serious
busmess and utility applications. It has
crossed all of our minds at one time,

that we hoped we weren’t being re-
garded solely as a “games-machine.”
‘The PCW-8256 is still growing.
Products I like were the Mini Of-
fice/Professional, an integrated package
offering word processor, database,
spreadsheet, graphics and communica-
tions packages. This lists for §79.95.
Planlt, a personal organizer, offers
tracking abilities on personal accounts,
daily finances, and a phone/address
database, Planlt lists for $59.95.
The point is power. Products that are
currently available here in the states
are Desktop Publishing, a solid collec-
tion of challenging games, Astrology
and Ancestry oriented programs,
checkbook, cooking, clip art, relational
databases, project managers, datebooks
and more. Contact SOS§ Datamension
for their catalog, 815 Academy Drive,
Northbrook, IL 60082-2420. Or call
1-800-HELFP PCW,
Space simply will not permit an over-
Iy detailed analysis of my trip to
Europe. I will instead periodically of-
fer that information throughout my up-

coming articles. Please drop me your |

suggestions, tips and techniques, I value
themn. »

following days were pictures of the vice
president fishing, which fit into a lot
of political agendas of non 99ers. But
a Washingtonian knows that puhhcians
never are on vacation. If any maniacs
out there know of any vice presiden-
tial contact in the elementary schools
about the T199/4A, they can blame me
and perhaps others who contacted the
administration to clue them in on a
great story. Thanks Ronl

But the story is not over yet. In spite
of huge amounts being budgeted fur
computers and some highly publicized
computer gifts by the major computer
manufacturers, there is not a prayer
that anything approaching even & single
computer for every classrcom in
America will happen in this century,
unless we do something about it.

I believe “Free Computers For
Qualified Teachers” is the way. That
is what Mid Atlantic 99ers (MANNERS)
decided to call their program of get-
ting donated 99/4A computers into
schools. Early on, MANNERS members
decided that recruiting the teacher or
administrator able to deal with an in-
flux of computer equipment was a key.
In looking at this, these 99ers decided
that not a single member was going to
talk about computers teaching anyone
anything. “Computers do not teach,
teachers do™ has become almost a motto
as members explain the program to
teachers, administrators, and charity
officials around the area. The idea, in
brief, partly inspired by Ron’s TI Forum
Computer Shopper article, is that the
clubs in the Washington mietro area will
focus the attention of closet computer
owners of the 99/4A on the idea of
donating their computers and software
to teachers who have agreed to take on
the care and maintenance of these stur-
dy, versatile machines. The Mid Atlan-
tic 99ers have set for themselves a goal
of placing 10,000 88/4A computers in
Washington, ID.C. area schools, reha-

bilitation centers, hospices and other
institutions. Members tell me they have
now validated their original belief that
laying our hands on the console and a
video connection was going to be th
easy part. One advantage that th
99/4A followers have over any oth..
computer group is that we have more
computers to give away! TI built up
to three million 99/4As, and no one can
imagine more than 400,000 of the
machines are still in active use. Yet, no
one burns a book or is willing to ad-
mit that he or she threw a computer
away. Almost all of them are still out
there. And every week, the active 39er
comimunity is joined by someone new,
the third, even the fourth owner of a
particular machine, often the first one
to do more than open the box. Most ac-
tive members have three or more
machines,

Why is MANNERS undertaking a
public service effort? To try to help
alleviate, in their own area, what
around the country is a national
disgrace; over two million closet 99/4As
while America is in an “educational
crisis,” The program is not trouble free.
Nothiig is. Some are quickly learning
to avoid county computer system man-
agers, at least at first. Most “computer
coordinators” cannot stop talking about
IBM and Apple compatibility, system
wide software standards, local area net-
works and the like, long enough to even
listen. However, do not be discouraged
by the response you get from the “pro-
fessional computer people” in the major
school systems, because right down the
hall is a teacher whom that professional
has been unable to help with any kind
of computer. Members assured me that
the teachers showed up in satisfying
nurnbers at the Capital Area Heath User
Group Convention, where area 9ers
were given a booth. In addition, the

continued on page 5535
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Give it Away
continued from page 554

search lor teachers willing to take on
3, 10, or more computers actually un-
covered both new sources of computers
tor the club and new members| Teacher
stories of needs for simple instruction
levices were heartwarming as they
vatched children playing with educa-

onal software at the PUG show.

'SDOS shows are noticeably lacking
in game software, and this worked to
the group's advantage.

Sooner or later, school computer ex-
ecutives will wake up to the availability
of these resources and figure out the
“Computer Shopper way.” At that
point, there wilt be a “resource coor-
dinator” who will work to take advan-
tage of natural talent and resources
within the school system. Hackers or
people with those inclinations in the
school system or PTA will get excited
about using computers as teaching aids,
Administrators need not be afraid to
network into that eclectic crowd most
computer teachers never get t0 meet,
a user group, who are usually willing
to give more help, free, than any main-
tenance contractor ever discovered.

How Do I Maintain This Beast?

Should you decide to develop a
similar program, be prepared to repeat
yourself two or three times when you
get questions about maintaining the
89/4A. People do not hear you the first
time when you tell them that the
machine has a maintenance system bet-
ter than any devised by a computer
store, called a user group aided just a
tad by secret weupons called Computer
Shopper, TIFORUM on CompuServe,
and Micropendium and other telecom-
munications networking tools,

MANNERS at this point is concen-
trating on teachers and other members
of institutions who are unafraid of the
bureaucracy and are willing to have
some fun with a computer. As might
be expected, you will be told by dozens
of people, many of them non teachers,
that there are many reasons your pro-
gram cannot work. Oddly enough, you
wiil also locate more computers to give
away, along with picking up new
members along the way for an assort-
ment of reasons. As a result of talking
about something positive, MANNERS
reports acquiring about ten new
members!

9Bers have been noticing that teachers
are beginning to make up a large per-
centage of our membership, Teachers,
such as Jack Sughrue of MUNCH are
very active and successful with our
groups. This is reatly nothing new. Stan
Veit and Computer Shopper have a
famous relationship with people in-
volved with the recycled computer. Stan
recently featured a recycled Mac
motherboard and fascinated his sophis-
ticated readership. The orphan com-
munity is ready for more teachers
because enough of them have found us
and enriched our fellowship on their
own! If your user group wants to share
experiences and promotional materials
with MANNERS, write themn, enclos-
ing a large self-addressed and stamped
envelope, cfo Jim Horn, POB 4170,
Rockville, Maryland 20850. Include a

¥.i6 check macie out to MANNERS if
vou want their regular newsletter.

Pastor’s User Group

Some of the schools that MANNERS
will end up helping will without a
doubt be parochial schools, ones looking
tor all the support they can get. Some-
thing else we need more of are groups
that will take on the chore of specializ-
ing in some aspect of another of the
numerous capabilities of the 99/44, its
enhancements and the Ceneve and

COMPUTER SHOPPER,

making their expertise available inter-
nationally. The Pastor’'s User Group
(PUG) has taken on the responsibility
of comusunicating with those to whom
Cod is only a toll free call away. Anyone
interested in membership is “cordial-
ly invited to contact the Pastor's User
Group by writing to Drawer D, Hemp-
stead, Texas 77445. There are no dues
or fees at this time.” Even with that
being the case, their newsletter travels
via first class mail, so I am sure the
pastors would not mind finding a few
first class stamps or even a generous
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check in the plate, They are over 50
percent non ministerial in make-up and
all walks of life are welcome. The let-
ter is distributed internationally and ac-
cepts ads.

UCSD Pascal Anyone?

One of the oddest little stories of the
TI99/4A is the UCSD Pascal tale. When
people read in the very first issues of
99r Magazine (remember it?) that
Pascal was just around the corner, many

continued on page 556
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e CONFUSED 7Y

.. .BY ALLTHOSE COMPUTER ADS?

There are no gimmicks at PRC Technology-
ONLY HONEST VALUE!

Take the risk out of your mail order
buying decision & GO TO PRC!

PRC Technology is your DTK authorized computer dealer, providing DTK
Systems in any configuration. You are the boss! Here are just a few examples:

DTK 386/20 Mhz SYSTEM
= INTEL 80386 MICROPROCESSOR

w220 WATT POWER SUPPLY

B8 DTK AT CASE WITH KEY LOCK
® 32 BIT ARCHITECTURE

" 10 MB RAM

® CLOCK CALENDAR

® WESTERN DIGITAL WA-2 HD/FC CONTROLLER

® 1.2 MB FLOPPY DRIVE

8 ENHANCED 101 KEY KEYBOARD
8 MONOCHROME GRAPHIC W/PRINTER PORT

® SAM SUNG AMBER MONITOR
" TURBO SWITCH W/LIGHT

$2229*

DTK 286 AT 10 Mhz SYSTEM

B INTEL 80286 MICROPROCESSOR

B 220 WATT POWER SUPPLY
B DTK AT CASE WITH KEY LOCK
B 16 BIT ARCHITECTURE

" 512K RAM

—

8 CLOCK CALENDAR

% 1.2 MB/1.44 MB/360K/720K CONTROLLER

® 1.2 MB FLOPPY DRIVE

® ENHANCED 101 KEY KEYBOARD
® MONOCHROME GRAPHIC W/PRINTER PORT

® SAM SUNG AMBER MONITOR
® TURBO SWITCH W/LIGHT

$899*

*COLOR ADD $200 ® EGA ADD $450 ® VGA ADD $525

XT & AT are Registered Trademar-lta
ot 1IBM Corporation

OTK is a Registered Trademark of
Datatech Enterprises Co. Lid.

LASER PRO EXPRESS SERIES I

" 10 MB RAM

® 8 PAGES PER MINUTE
w27 STANDARD FONTS
® R5-232 & CENTRONICS

CALLNO

u FULLY SOFTWARE COMPATIBLE

CALL FOR
DETAILS!

$1669

FOR THE SYSTEM
OF YOUR CHOICE!

Call: 1-800-GO TO PRC In California: 1-818-350-8810

PRC Technology Inc.

3460 Telestar #1 = El Monte, Calitornia 91731
Fax orders: 1-818-350-8822 Open 9am-7pm Monday thru Saturday
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CPC Proudly
Presents . . .

ZERO WAIT STATE

&

CPC Baby 286 Bare Bone
Systermn 8-10-12MHZ

$375.00

(Deaiers Only Qty. 1-9)

Bare Bone System includes . ..
» Baby 286 8-10-12 MHZ MB wibios, OK

» CPU-12 thyee B-bit & five 16-bit [0 slots

* Baby 266 200W PS

' EPG Baby 286 case (16.5” Lx 19.5" Wx 6"
)
* Five 525" half height stols (2 for harg disks,
and 3 for loppy drivesitape backup

+ One Year Warranty

CPC 386-20

T

$2159.00 (osuer ony

CPC 386-20 Bare System includes , . .

» Baby 386 6-20 MHZ MB w/1024K, AW 3.03
bios & CPU-20, expandable to 8MB, support
80387 math co-processor, Interleaved
memory accass for Zero Wait State on-board
oparation

« Three B-bit, four 16-bit and one 32-bit expan-
sion slots, chipset with SMT

* Tower case with 200W Powsr Supply

Wa are the Authorized Distributor for:

+ Seagate Tachnology ¢ Teac
+ Western Digital * Sony

Terms:

We accept COD, Cash, Cashier's Check, or
Monay Order. Visa, MC, add 20 surcharge.
Purchase orders are accepted bassd on prior
approval. Prices are subject to change without
notice.

Distributors, Dealers, & Wholeaalers Walcome

1101 5. Grand Avenue, Suite A
santa Ana, California 82705

(714) 547-9777

FAX (714) 547-9865

SNl i  COMPUTER
L PRODUCTS
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Give It Away
continued from page 555

bought or expan..2d their machine on
the prospect of having a computer on
which to learn a coming new language,
onie that looked like it would replace
COBOQOL. We could Jearn this language
at home rather then struggle for time
stots on mainframes (remember them?).
As it turns out, BASIC is more itnpor-
tant to micros, and COBOL is as secure
as ever in the places where it is used.
No one knew that then, I first learned
about the UCSD Pascal operating sys-
tern, called the p-System, from the
breathless prose of 9%er Magazine. [ was
instantly cenvinced UCSD Pascal and
the p-System would soon rule the world.
I fired off a check to something called
USUS, which stood for the UCSD
System Users Society and started get-
ting a newsletter called the USUS News
and Report.

I also signed up for CompuServe
about that time and joined something
called MUSUS, one telecommurnications
arm of USUS and started bugging them
and a lively fellow named Stan Veit
over in a congenial area originally called
the Popular Electronics SIG. MUSUS
folks acted like 1 was an amusing crit-
ter from outer space with all my talk
of the toy computer, Stan was more
congenial, so I hung around there more.
It turned out that TI did not believe
in the UCSD System for the 99/4A very
much either. The long promised UCSD
p-System, first described before the
09/4 A was launched, never got into the

marketplace in quantity until TI cleared
their warehouses in their 1983 fire sale.
Even then, many UCSD cards turned
aut to be defective, probably cone of the
reasons their introduction was delayed
in the first place. If yon own a defec-
tive UCSD card, here is news you can

use. Because of the early problems

known to be the fault of T1, they main-
tained a generous policy of in kind
replacement, and probably will do so

even today if they have remaining

stocks. If you have recent experience
with UCSD card replacement, write
to me, care of Computer Shopper. By
late 1983, a lot of people’s interest in
learning Pascal had either dampened

or had become a rationalization to move

to a clone and to Borland’s Turbo. Yet,
like everything else they do, Tl left a
footprint. Today there is an active in-
ternational 99/4A p-System cominunity,
with the potential not only to reach
Pascal, but compiled FORTRAN, Mod-
ule II, and a compiled BASIC.

If You Enjoy Tear Jerkers, Ask USUS
For The History Of The p-System

The tale of why most micros are using

Borland’s Turbo rather than p-Code
will bring tears to your eyes. Indeed,
one could argue that MSDOS and its
associated multimillionaire, Mr. Gates

are lucky, since the p-System had more

than several years jump on MSDOS and
looked more promising to many. If you
join USUS you can get a detailed
history. Ask for those issues of USUS
News & Report. A sophisticated system
awaits you out there if you care to ex-

Exton Computer
(215) 524-7967

325 E. Lancaster Ave. /| Exton, PA 19341

mputers

21685
$2295
$4132
55189
36560
$£31959
$3697
$3459
$40359
55599

Deskpro 286 model
Deskpro 286 model 20
Deskpro 386/16 model 40
Deskpro 386/20 model 60
Deskpro 386/20 model 30
Deskpro 3868 model 20
Deskpro 3658 model 40
Partable 111 mode} 20
Portable 111 mode] 40
Portable 386 mode] 40
Portabie 386 model 100

ckMenn
Professional Hard Disk Menu
19

utiet ste
Surge Protectors
9

$6999 K

rinters

§339
$439
$399
$439
$179
£519
$739
581G

FX-850
FX-1050
FX-286¢
EX-800
LX-800
LQ-350
LOQ-1050
LQ- 2550

L Math Co-Processor

8087-2 $14]
80287 $169
80287-8 $233
80287-10 $278
30387-16 $451
80387-20 $678

Toshiba T10H

Tashiba T1200 F
Toshiba T1200 (20 meg)
Toshiba T3200

Toshiba T5100

$709
$153%
522135
$3649
$3095

OQURS: 9-8, MONDAY -

4

i

DAY, 10-5 SATURDAY ED
Prices are subject 10 change without notice.
COD CASH, CASHIER'S CHECK, MONEY ORDER. VISA, MC

add 2% bank charge. Second day air on request.
Orders sent withain 24 haurs for most items.

plore it. The internatonal communi-
ty is still pushing this world to its limits.
Jerry Coffey, author of Jump Boeot for
the Geneve also owns a “UCSD Micro
Engine” and fires it up for guests from
time to time. He is currently taking
99/4A Pascal programs sent him by
Swedish 99ers and is enhancing the soft-
ware for use on this side of the Atlantic.

Myarc And Pecan Muttering At
Each Other

With any luck, the Geneve will alsu
be running the UCSD system shortly,
since Pecan Software of Brooklyn, the
current owner of many of the centrai
copyrights for the p-System will be
making a driver for that machine.
While there has been some muttering
back and forth between Myarc and
Pecan, hopefully that will be settled
soon. All sorts of programs written for
Apples, IBMs and even Stride power-
houses are available for execution or
straightforward conversion through
USUS, USUS programs are not public
domain., While available very cheap-
ly or even free at their twice yearly con-
ventions on each coast, the programs
are owned by USUS and their authors.
With purchase of development software
from Pecan dealers, Geneve owners can
even start writing new applications that
will run on Apples, IBM clones and
others right from the start. The 89/4A
system contains the development
package. You can start learning how
to program in Pascal right now with
the requisite card and software for your
99/4A.

What to do? First, if you have a card
and are no longer interested in it, sell
it! Take out a classifed ad in Computer
Shopper, or pass the word around the
user group until you find someone who
wants to take up Pascal. If you are a
member of a telecommunications ser-

vice like TIFORUM on CompuServe
or TI RoundT able on Delphi, or GEnie
or Source (did I leave any out?) by all
means get rid of the card up there. Find
it a new home. Do not forget to include
the software, still under copyright. If
you want to explore the UCSD environ-
ment, give USUS a whirl. Send $40 to
USUS, POB 1148 La Jolla, California
92018, USUS recently discovered they
have a large group of 93/4A owners as
members. USUS is trying to help us
develop and communicate with each
other. CompuServe members can pop
into MUSUS, even before joining,
though non member access is limited.
They normally trust you that your check
is in the mail. There is an official 99/4A
SIG in USUS. There is a nice collec-
tion of UCSD Pascal programs on
TIFORUM on CompuServe which are
public domain. Next, contact Jerry Cof-
fey, who has been doing more than
anyone I know inside and outside of
USUS to help extend the 99/4A in the.
UCSD p-System world. Since I do not
have his permission to let out his ad--
dress right now, just write him and send -
the letter to me c/o Computer Shop-
per and I will make sure he gets it it
you are not on the services he frequents, -
If you like you can put the letter in an
envelope with his name on the outside.
No stamp on the inside letter is needed.
I can be reached on TIFORUM or via
emnail or TELEX at CompuServe 1D
76703,603. ®



