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GEOSYNC:
Letters, News & Hard Drives

by D. Roderick Eamon

Like most folk, when reality chooses
a different road for me than the one
I planned to take, I get irritated. Seems
it happens more often lately, Because
of the rapidly changing nature of the
software industry, I plan only one col-
utnn ahead. This month I planned to
answer reader ietters and reveal a few
interesting, undocnmented features
available to GEOS 2.0/REUsers. You
know, the in-depth free-hand stuff col-
umnists iove to write about.

No such luck, Fate intervened with
the arrival of a brown-wrapped
package from Berkeley, California.
From the far West, it came without
warning: geoChart! Not the final ver-
sion but a review copy of the applica-
tion. If BSw remains true to form, any
change between this version and the one
at your local seftware supermart should
be limited to bug fixes.

Berkeley Softworks doesn’t release
new products every month. Original-
ly, I'd heard whispers about geoChart
late last Spring, when it was still in lar-
val stage. Because geoChart isn’t a ma-
jor release, as were geoPublish and
geoProgrammer, this column may be
the first you've heard about it, Notice
any major fanfare during November,
its official release month? 1 didn’t.

Frankly, the idea of generating charts
and graphs from raw data didn't ex-
cite me that much. Obviously, this is
a hold-over from my early (tramatic)
math training. S I plodded ahead, cer-
tain that I'd have to dust off the old
high-school trig textbook and cram.
Fighting my anxiety, I opened the new
disk called geoChart, installed it to
GEOS 2.0, and prepared for a long
night with the 116 page manual,

Hard Data: Hardware Requirements

System requirements: GEOS 64 (1.2,
1.3 or 2.0); all Cornmodore C/D 64/128
computers (running in 64 emulation};
TV or monitor; joystick, mouse, or
other input device; 5.25” disk drive
(1541/71 or compatibie), and two or
more disks.

Recommended options: REU or sec-
ond 1541, -71 or -81 drive; printer; and
any version of geoWrite, geoCalce, or
geoFile.

The geoChart disk itself is sparsely
populated for the GEOS application,
Included ondisk, Side 1: geoChart and
a copy of GEOS V-2.0's Note Pad desk
accessory (this latest Note Pad allows
cut and paste of text Pad pages). That's
it. As a user accustomed to geoApplica-
tions disks—usually overflowing with
sample files, printer drivers, and an odd
utility or ten—finding only the
minimum number of needed files is in-
deed a refreshing approach. Side 2; an
auto-run demo of GEQOS 2.0.

My personal recommendations: up-
grade to GEOS 2.0, buy an REU (the
1750 if you run with 128), get a decent
printer {an 80 dot perfinch printer), and
a 1581 3.5” drive for data storage, These
additions will increase your file han-
dling powers and decrease time spent
waiting for disk accessing and VLIR
module swaps. And with CEQOS 2.0,
file handling and creating custom disks
is a breezel

Documentation

My first surprise was a sample file
mentioned in the manual. Well, it cer-
tainly wasn’t on either side of the disk!
It's embedded in the geoChart program
itself. Double-click geoChart’s icon and
a bar graph displaying “Widget” sales
appears. Select “chart” on the Com-
mand Bar, then one of the nine selec-
tions, and geoChart will re-display this
“default” data {in this case, the demo
Widget data} in the graph form you've
chosen. This built-in default is the best
piece of tutorial documentation in the
package.

Not that the manual is bad—it is ac-
tually quite good. A recent policy
change at BerkSoft encourages GEQS
Beta testers to suggest documentation
revisions. On the whole these testers are
a very informed lot: their suggestions
work, The old saw, “A camel is & horse
designed by committee,” doesnt’ apply.
If I read the signs right, geoChart’s
User's Manual already shows benefit
from this program. It also seems that
they've paid attention to reviewers: the
index and appendices are complete and
easily used to look up nearly any prob-
lem encountered, including error
messages.

Following the precedent started with
the GEOS 2.0 manual, the important
moves geoChart makes (and the moves
you'll make tog) are repeatedly men-
tioned in “Notes™ at the end of each sec-
tion. Included in Chapter 2—“Learning
geoChart"—is an iniroduction to
geoChart’s data import and chart pro-
duction techniques, followed by an ex-
tensive Tutorial that teaches how to
produce chartable data using Note Pad
and how to paste that data into the ap-
plication. Kach successive chapter
marks a clear course through the more
complex geoFile/Calc waters, Full in-
structions are provided on workable
spreadsheet and database file design,
how to alter Chart labels, fill patterns,
and how to change values within the
charts themselves.

The only area [ found hard to under-
stand was with the scatter chart (more
on this later).

Operational Considerations

After gaining a certain familiarity
with geoChart, I discovered just how
useful this program can be for occa-

sional geoUsers. For example, if you
use geoWrite, geoCale, and/or geokile
to control your budget, geoChart pro-
vides a visual presentation of those
numbers. If you run a small business,
you can create daily, weekly, monthly
or yearly charts to display sales. Graphic
presentations of sales areas or items that
require improvement become glaringly
obvious. Any measureable data can be
charted!

geoChart In Action

Entry/exit and mousing procedures
are similar to other GEOS applications.
But once in, the really interesting things
begin to happen.

Let's say we've followed the instruc-
tions and now have a working Text
Scrap on our disk that we want to
translate into a chart. By selecting
Create in the Create/Open/Quit dialog
box, naming the new file, and finally
clicking on paste from the Command

TEXAS INSTRUMENTS |

Bar menu on the main screen the data
is ported into the program,

The Data Mode display (Figure 1,
page 284) appears. Rows and columns
of tiny boxes (called the Grid) pop in-
to sereen center, along with two button
icons (Clear and Chart}, and a Data
Series dialog box. The horizontal col-
umns {Data Series) represent the strings
(the geoWrite/Calc/File/NotePad lines
of numerical data) we've imported.
Each box (value—the actual data—
and corresponding labels such as doliars,
months, etc.) represent the axes of the
data. The total number of rows and col-
umns depends upon the volume of data
in the series we've imported.

In Data Mode, we have an oppor-

. tunity to decide how much data to show

in the charts. A nice feature of Data
Mode is that we can return to it at any
time and re-select the data boxes as

continued on page 284

TI FORUM

by Barry Traver and Jonathan Zittrain

Four “Programs For Programs”
From Asgard

Asgard Software (P.O. Box 103086,
Rockville, Maryland 20830) continues
to support the TI/Myarc community
with innovative programs. Charles
Earl’s PRESS will be reviewed in a
future issue; this month’s column will
deal with four Asgard releases intended
not as stand-alones but as programs to
he used with other programs: QUICK-
RUN, PRE-S5CAN ITI, BATCH-IT,
and EZ-KEYS PLUS, Most of the at-
tention will be given to the two more
recent releases, QUICK-RUN and
BATCH-IT, introduced in fall-winter
1988,

QUICK-RUN and BATCH-IT are
both unlike anything previously avail-
able commercially for the TI; both,
however, are also marred (at least in
the first release of the manual), For-
tunately, as a resuit of information
gained through helpiul telephone con-
versations with authors Travis Watford
and Charles Earl, this column is able
to remedy those deficiencies. -

QUICK RUN by Travis Watford
($9.99) has as its purpose the same pur.
pose as Asgard’s earlier PRE-SCAN IT!
by ]. Peter Hoddie ($10.00): to get your
Extended BASIC program “up and run-
ning” as soon as possible, But there’s
an important difference: PRE-SCAN
IT! did this by cutting down pre-scan
time, while QUICK-RUN does it by
cutting down initialization time, i.e.,
time ordinarily spent in reading data,
performing calculations, redefining
characters, etc. It does this by taking
a “snapshot” of the program after such
housekeeping work has been completed
and then saving the result to disk.

The program is saved in a sormewhat
unusual format—DIS/FIX 64 files in-
stead of the usual PROGRAM image—

and requires use of a special loader to
run the resulting program. Asgard,
however, is to be commended for its
policy that “programs saved with
QUICK-RUN may be distributed with-
out royalties” (Asgard Software fall 88
catalog) and that “the LOAD routine
may be freely distributed with programs
with the SAVE routine” (QUICK-RUN
manual}, which means that you can
share with your friends programs that
have been put through QUICK-RUN.

Asgard does warn that they do not
guarantee that QUICK-RUN will work
with all 99/4A consoles {and there are
indications that it in fact does not do
50 in its first released version), but does
offer what they call “a money back
guarantee”: “If you are unable to get
this program to function with your con-
sole, we will give you a credit valid with
the purchase of any other Asgard prod-
uct.” {I'm not sure that offering a credit
voucher toward purchase of another
Asyard product is exactly the same thing
as offering your money back, but that
may be a minor quibble},

Anyway, the program does break
new ground, even though I myself have
had some problems in getting it to work
properly. Most of my problems,
however, were due not to the program,
but to the decumentation. The one
“QUICK-RUN example” provided in
the first release of the manual does not
(and cannot} work for a number of
reasons. The “LINPUT #:A%" in line
120 of the second program is easy to
spot and correct to “#1:,” but the fact
that a DIM A$(100) needs to be added
to the first program is not at all obvious.
In addition, if you follow the directions
and do a CALI. INIT before running
the second program without doing a
CALL LOAD (“DSK1.RUN™), the pro-
gram cannot perform the CALL LINK
(*“MERGE”, “1.TEST1™),

continued on page 468
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Here are correctéd {and improved)
versions of the programs, kindly sup-
plied personally by Travis Watford:

't directio s tor using these a -
rnuch simpler than given in the manua;
(1) RUN the first program (which will
create DSKI1.TEST), (2} after it
BREAKs, RUN the second progran
(which will load and run the first pro-

100 DIM AS{100)

110 OIM AS{10C)

130 LINPUT #1:AS{COUNT)
140 COUNT=COUNT +1

160 CLGSE #1
170 CALL LiNK {"MERGE",

"1LTEST™

110 CALL CLEAR :: CALL INIT .- CALL LOAD{ DSK1.5AVE")
120 BREAK :: CALL CLEAR = CALL INIT :: CALL LOAD{"DSK1.SAVE™): CALL LINK {“SAVE",
130 FOR COURT=0 TO 190 :: PRINT AS {COUNT)
100 CALL CLEAR :: CALL INIT :: CALL LOAD{"DSK1.RUN")

120 OPEN #1: "DSK1.TEXTFILE" |supply an appropriate fite of your own here

150 IF{EOF{L) OR COUNT =100} THEN 160 ELSE 13D

“LTESTY)
“LIEST}

i CALL LINK{“SAVE",
MEXT COUNT

gram), and (3} after it BREAKs, enter
CON {which will create a revised ver-
sion of DSK1.TEST, which can be run
from the LOAD program supplied on
the disk). The contents of the array A$({)
are now defined {as the screen display
confirms) and a permanent part of the
program, no longer requiring any time
for injtialization! The manual states that
“at a minimum, QUICK-RUN adds 26
sectors to the length of your file on disk,”
but (according to Travis) the real
minimum is 12 sectors. Also, the wamn-
ing not to put the CALL LINKX for
SAVE in a program loop because it
would be executed each time the loop
was executed is inaccurate: the line is
changed to a REMark as soon as it is

executed the first time (aithough it is
still not a good idea to execute the SAVE
routine within a loop, since that is
where the resultant program will pick
up execution when runj.

Already weil-known for his signifi-
cant break-through public domain pro-
gram MAX-RLE, Travis Watford has
again produced something new. It may
or may not work for you (I was unable
to LIST the TESTAFTER program
supplied on the disk: all that shnwed
up was one line, and that was “gar-
bage,” although the program seemed
to run okay), but for its price, you may
want to give it a try (especially after

continued on page 469
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This method might seem a bit crude,
but I'm open to any new suggestions,
I have heard that some portion of the
128’s memory may be shared with
CP/M, but have been unsuccesstul in
locating it.

For any Lt. Kernal buffs that are in-
terested in my menu program, please
write to: Warren 8. Knospe, ] Slate
Creek Drive #12, Cheektowaga, NY
14227,

My system is very complete and runs
on the 128 in 80-column mode, and

capabilities. (Lt. Kernal required, but
I can modify the system to run without
it.) It can currently catalog over 30,000
C-64, C-128 or CP/M files, complete
with file descriptions, 5 user selectabie
windows, and is entirely joystick {ports
1 or 2) or keyboard-oriented. “System
Maintenance” mode, a HELP window,
a full set of database search/add/delete
commands and the option to print or
view the database catalog is included.
! am also working on a feature that will
allow C-Net Sysops to import filenames
and descriptions directly from the U/D
section of C-Net!

Warren Knospe

takes full advantage of the 128’ graphic Though I have no idea how many

......

%-%

The PG Menu System with
superior security that leaves
other menu systems Insecure.

FLEXIBILITY

RAMPART gives you single key control of
yourapplications while providing a compiate
audit trail of system actlvily. RAMPART aiso
provides user 1D and password verification.
flie encryption, system iavel terminal time-
oul, fixed drive bool protection and mpre,

SUPERIOR SECURITY

RAMPART prevents unauthaorized access
to sensitive filas, programs. and directories
by placing a secure layer hetween the oper-
ating system and applicaiions.

RAMPART protects against unauthorizad
file aditing, deletions, copying, renaming,
ang prggram execuiion.

— FREE 10 DAY TRIAL OFFER —

Try RAMPART for 10 days FREE. A full
rafund is guaranteed i1 RAMPART fails to

perform to your satisfaction. Make chacks ar
rmaney order oul tgQ:

BREAKPOINT
SOFTWARE, INC.

4345 Golditeld Dr,, Sulta 101
3an Antonig, Texas 78218

¥ orcail toll tres 1.-800-458-8202

r R
m PAY BY CHECK, MONEY DRRDER QR C.O.D. '
| HAME FHOME { I
l CITYIETATEZIP I
I Minimum pystem requirements. IE.F..ul.L!J PC, XT, AT of rus compatible - fxed drive - 256K main mamary - '
wd

EGA, CGA, or HGO display. IBM ia & registered trademark of Internalional Buainess Machines,  C5-4/89
3§ 5 _F B B _ B "R NE _F "B R &N K 1 8§ B 3 B B B 3 N |

of you are using the Lt. Kernal, ]
thought someone might find this utility
interesting or useful. Contact Mr.
Knospe for further information.

Dear Cheryl Peterson:

I feit after seeing how sparse the
CP/M column was in the September
issue of Computer Shopper, that 1
should write to let you know how much
I've appreciated your column.

As a relatively new user-of CP/M,
yours is the only column I've read that
made sense and helped me get through
the turmoil of discovering CP/M.

CP/M has become a joy to use
because of the tips and helpful hints in
your column and | feel cheap because
I've never thought about sharing my
own discoveries with your readers. |
hope to rectify this in the future.

I recently purchased a NEC 8500 lap-
top computer that runs CP/M 2.2, and
will use it with my C-128 at home, to
get a little more time to write, and
hopefully do some real programming
for the CP/M + on my Commodore.

Back to your readers, in the August
column Ted Chidester wrote that his
1571 was scrambling his dBase files
when saved to a8 double-sided Com-
modore CP/M disk. I've run into this
probiem with some other file types, and
I believe it's due to the bugs in the early
1571 ROM. He states that he has the
upgrade ROMs in his drive, so I don’t
think that's his problem. I recommend
he get hold of a program called
C1571.COM. It disables the automatic
verify on the 1571, speeds it up and has
prevented problems for me. If that fails,
another program XFORMAT.COM
will allow you to format disks in
Kaypro, Osborne, Epson, or IBM and
these are MFM formats, the GCR BIOS
routines will not be used. This will
definitely eliminate your programs disk

problems. As a bonus the Kaypro IV

format will give you more storage than
a double-sided GCR disk. The read and
writes are a little slower, but worth it.
One warning, don’t use the C1571.-
COM program with XFORMAT .-
COM; it knocks the heck out of the
drive.

In the September issue’s column you
had some information on WordStar for
the C-128. I've been using the buijlt-
in WordStar on my laptop, and it’s an
excellent program, But, if you don’t
have $89 laying around, I'd recommend

getting a copy ot VDE2.31 by Eric
Meyer. It's available public domain,
and it has all the features of WordStar.
I've installed it for my C-128 and it's
what I prefer to use now for typing in
source code and correspondence.,
Also in the August issue, James Syn-
namon wrote about some “undocu-
mented” features he'd found on his
C-128 running in CP/M +. If read
carefully, the CP/M section in the C-]128
User’s Guide has a wealth of informa-
tion, including all the features James
mentioned. Using the KEYFIG pro-
gram on the system disk, I've completely
revamped the keyboard assignments on
my C-128. And you can make custom
boot disks for different programs that
each have the keyboard set up the way
you want. It just takes a little ex-
perimenting. The console command
characters listed in the user’s guide are
a boon to the programmer. They make
it easy to control the display in BASIC
or assembly, simply by sending the right
characters to the console. 1 would also
recommend the C-128 Programmer’s
Reference Guide, even to the non-
programiner, just for the information
on the console command characters.
1f you have the 1571 disk drive, and
a little time, you can use the extract
feature of the help program on the
system disk to create a printable copy
of the help files, With a printed copy
of them, you have a fast way to look
up features when computing without
looking through books, or having to
load the HELP.COM to look them up.
To me, CP/M seems to have more
going for it than MSDOS, though I've
not really been exposed to the PC-
compatible world. It makes more sense
to me to find a program that does what
I need running in a 58K TPA than to
need 640K to just load a program that
might be faster, but not really better.
My source for the PD programs has
been Gil Cabral, 4 Terry Lane West,
Wareham, MA (2571,
Tim Mihulka

I hope some of the readers can make
use of this information and I lock for-
ward to any other tips you care to share.
It's always nice when those who have
used CP/M successfully try to “give
back” some of the help they received
early on. Thanks for writing.

That's it for this month. Keep those
letters coming, Cherpl ®
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this review has rectified the deficien-
cies of the manuall).

BATCH-IT by Tom Bentley and
Charles Earl ($19.95) is a batch
language for the TI-39/4A and Myarc
9640. For those not familiar with the
congept, a batch language allows you
to write a program that will run other
programs (including doing such things
as providing entries or keypresses at ap-
propriate prompts and making semi-
intelligent choices based on what is go-
ing on}. Simply put, for those tasks that
are fajrly routine a batch program can
take your pluce at the keyboard, free-
ing you for other tasks that may require
more intelligence.

How would you like a program that
automatically loaded in DMIR0O,
copied the disk in drive one to the disk
in drive two, and (when the copying
was complete), beeped and waited far
you to press <enter> or “Q" to tell it
whether to copy another disk or return
to the main DM1000 menu? Well,
here's a simple sample bateh file | wrote
to accomplish exactly that:

DEFINE VAR?,1."1"
DEFINE YAR2 1 2"
DEFINE VARZ3.40
LOAD "DSK5.MG”
RUN

NEWDISK
KEY YARZ
KEY VARZ
REY VARI
KEY VAR]
KEY VARZ

LOOF
GET 23.0.VAR23
SEARCH "PRESS™.VARZ3
ONMATCH CON
GOTO LOGP
BEEP

CON
ONKEY 13,NEWDISK
ONKEY 81 STOP
GOTO CON

STOP
CHAR 14
CHAR 14

END

Since, unfortunately, the documen-
tation for BATCH-IT is both brief and
at times even inaccurate, let me explain
the preceding program. VARI is de-
fined as “1,” VARZ2 is defined as “2.”
and a VARZ3 of length 30 is set up as
a variable of length 40 to contain in-
tormation on line 23 (the bottom line
of the screen). (The purpose of these
should soon become clear.y BATCH-
IT then loads and runs DMI1000
(“DSK3.MG” in my system}, and does
its own keypresses of 2, 2, 1, 1, and 2
to start the program making a bit map
disk copy from drive 1 to drive 2.

How does BATCH-IT know when
the copying is completed? .

Simple: by checking the last line of
the screen, to see whether it says
“PRESS ANY KEY WHEN READY.”
It stays in the LOOP until it finds that
the string “PRESS” is contained in the
data it GETs from looking at line 23,
BEEPs to signal it is ready for something
else, and waits for someone to press
cither <enter>. i.e,, CHR$(13), or "Q,”
i.e., CHR$(81). (The tormer causes the

program to start copying another disk,

whereas the Lo ter causes it to retu «
tv the main DMI1000 menu, since
CHR$(14) is the same as FCTN-5.)
The BATCH-IT “manual” contains
orly three brief examples of batch files,
and the longest (18 lines—see pages
11-12) contains two serious errors:
there's a missing line (BREAX should
be preceded by GOTO MAINMENU),
and “MACRO” is used both for a
variable name and a label, which is not
permissible. One of the other examples
is 12 lines long, and the remaining one

shorter yet (K jines), There are two ad-
ditional examples on the disk not in the
14-page booklet, but {in my opinion}
what is provided (the publisher in his
catalog claims, “Heavily documented—
comes with many sample batch files”|)
is not really adequate for this excellent
program. In short, the examples are too
short, especially since using BATCH-
IT to fulFadvantag& involves Jearning
a new computer language.

The language includes no less than
29 commands (sometimes “explained”

in a sentence or two), divided into five
categories: assignment (DEFINE, GET,
MOVE, VBASE, VPAGE), control
(GOTOQ, GOSUB, RETURN, ONER-
ROR, ONKEY, ONMATCH, BATCH,
PAUSE, END), input/output (CLEAR,
PRINT, INPUT, ENTER, KEY,

"LOOK, WAIT, LOAD, RUN), other

functions (PATCH, CHAR, COM-
PARE, KEYMODE, BEEP). In addi-
tion there are two flags (ERROR,

continued on page 470
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**LOW DISCOUNT PRICES*™*

APPLE (Al Factary)
Mac Plus 1285

Mac SE 2 Dr/20 MB HD 217072580
Mac 1l Floppy/4 MB HD A330/4220
Mac Hl 4 MB, 40 MB RD 5520
Mac it Video Card/Expanaion Kit 34971856
RGE Color Manitor for Mac Il 725
Il G8, Koy B, Mouss T98
RGE Monitor tor il GS 410
Image Writer 11/L0 4307980
Laswrwriiar | SC/NT/MNTX 1NTE/3450/4THO
COMPAQ (All Factory)
Daskpro Models

| 288 Moded 1 S4D K 1585
288 Modal 20/40 2183/2585
288 8 14MHZ Modat 1 1-2 FD 2875
388 § 16MHZ 20M8/M40ME HDE 2150/3600
388 20MHZ sO0MB/ 1 A0MB A5G /82956
382202 Call
388 2EMHL 119MB/300MB TIi00/91 25
Fortable Modweis
i1 Modal 4 20M8 HD 2550
1l 840K 20MB/4ME HD 345073050
306 20MHT A0/ 10QMb HD H4E0/BB40
Monp Monitor/ Wi Color Monitor 180/520
Video Display/videographic Bo 145/425
40MEB HD Back-up Deskpro 2887388 3685
Modem Parl HI, 385 1 200/24008 255/385
008 3-3/M8-052 V1.0 Std 95/2%0
IHM {AN Factory)
PS/2
Mod 25 Mono/Colar 295/11856
Mod 256 LAM Mano/Calor 142611715
Mod 30 Fioppy/20ME KD 1194/1840
Mod 30 288 (Naw Product) Ceall
Mod 54, 20HD 25485
Mod 50Z 30+ D/G60HD 28890/3260
Mod 80 44MEB/TOMB HD 3188/3850
Mod 70 §0MB/A1 204D 41 75/5685
Mod B0 44/70/1156/318HD Cal
A503 Mono/B512/8513 Colew 195/430/536
Extamnal Diak Drive 525 285
Proprinter 1%L 3707520
Proprinter X24/XL24 520/885
IBM DOS 4.0/08/2 Ver 1.0 110/250
IBM Networking
Enhancad 5250 Emulation Kit 845
Token Aing Adaptar/)i/A 520/6T0/580
3270 Connaclion A 450
Multi-Station Access Unit‘Takan Ring 580
8157 Tape Driva P3/2, 38 1285
8157 Tupe Adapter PS/2 280
LAN Program 5.25/3.6 155
HEWLETT PACKARD
Lasarjet Saries il w/Toner 1850
Mamory Upgrade 1 MB/2MB J30/885
Crankjei/Paintjat (1B ¥y 1.1

Scan/at w/lnterface 1280

Platier T475A/Fonla 1295/Cakl
EPSON PRINTERS

LX 800/EX 800G 196/420
FX 850/FX 10560 350/485
LO SO/L0 B0 J35/528
LG 8500 1050 3955780
ZENITH (Leptops)

Supsrspor 840K 2 dr 1485
Superspart 20MB HD 2265
Supempor 288 20MB/40MB HD A2TBIIETE
Turbosport 386 40ME8 HO 5296
NEC (Laptopn)

Multispead/Multiapead EL 1545/14256
Multispesd HD 20MB HD rIBh
Multiyng Color Monitor 580

FOR AST, TOSHIBA, CALL

TERMSE: All prod ucis camy manulf, warmnty, We accept
cashinr's check, COO & maney ordars, Parsonal check
shipment uftsr clsarance. Al orders iove §500 must
pa pald by cashisr's chachk. All defective producia
must have AMA%. Returned producie aubject 1o 15%
remtocking fes. Prices and avaisbiity sut{act \c changs
withaut nolica. We ship UPE uniass regquesiad cthar-
wize,

8714 WOODLEY AVE.

SEPULVEDA, CA 91343
OPEN MON-FRI: 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM

(818) 894-8050
FAX: (818) 891-0280
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USUS STRUGGLES TO RECOVER

by Jim Horn

Becovery may not be the word for
it. Survival is really the issue for the
user group associated with the UCSD
p-System, now called “Power System.”
It may be a measure of this once highly
popular operating system software that
vet a third term, “UCSD Pascal” is
needed before a spark of recognition
is raised in many people’s eyes, if then.

Older as an operating system than
MSDOS, the p-System was the earliest
operating system software designed for
inter machine portability to gain wide-
spread acceptance. The University of
Southern California in San Diego early
in the days of the micrecomputer per-
suaded the major manufacturers such
as TI and Apple and later [BM to sup-
port what essentially was an optimized
translator coupled with a compiler
which generated a special hybrid code,
called “p-Code.” The first, and to a lot
of people, the only language seen for
this systern was a version of Pascal, thus
the early term “UCSD Pascal.” Sadly
enough, now that the multi language
capability only dreamed of during the
heyday of the p-System is here
{COBOL, Fortran, Modula II) the
world can barely stifle a yawn. At one
time “UCSD Pascal” enjoyed name
recognition on a par with Borland’s
Turbo Pascal, not all that hard, since
UCSD Pascal predated the Borland
product. The language was an early
darling of hackers interested in mov-
ing to higher level full bodied program-
ming code for micros.

Today, the USUS Newsletter is filled
with reterences to “former glory” (Eli
Willner), aad “if we are to survive”
{(Henry Baumgarten) and similar
remarks. While other members of the
USUS Board of Directors express more
optmism, USUS is obviously not in their
salad days, and that is the good news,
s0 we can omit the bad news for now.

Actually, the soul searching generated
by the vigorous new board has resulted
in the discovery that the tough 99/4A
community is now a significant part of
USUS membership and are joining at
a rate of about two a week. So reports
the September/QOctober issue of USUS
Newsletter “All the News that Fits, We
Print,” edited by Sarm’l Bassett, Editor
in Chief, and William D. Smith,
Associate Editor.

The USUS, or the UCSD p-Systern
User Society, is the custodian of an enor-
mous armotint of software developed on
Apples, IBMs, T microcomputers, T1
Pros, Strides, Sages, and a multitude
of other machines you may or may not
have heard of. Yes, as you will read
later, Pascal software has been created
on your trusty 99/4A plus the TI p-Code
card. However, all of these programs,
with exceptions will run on your
TI99/4A regardless of the machine they
were created on. 1 just received a call
from long time TIFORUM member
Carl Schuneman (CompuServe
Member number 72446,3044) who is
working through the buge library of
USUS programs with his 99/4A and his
p-Code card. If you have a p-Code card
and would like to help in this task, give
him a shout up on TIFORUM. He
might be able to cut you a deal, because
there is a lot of work to be done. Most
of this effort is checking to see if some
of the software does not make abnor-
mal calls to routines written in assembly
for another computer. USUS library
programs are not supposed to make calls
to machine dependent code, but you
know how that goes, Also, some soft-
ware is a ternplate for other programs.
In effect, there is a lot of dusting and
eleaning to be done with this huge in-
ternational treasure trove. However,
at this stage, software tweaking is op-
tional. Just knowing what will run and
what will not represents major progress.

[f you prefer to deal through the

mail, it is probably best to contact the
chairman of the 99/4A S81G, Ken
Hamai, who can be reached by writing
to the USUS address listed.

Ken recently did an excellent job at
starting the process of identifying
sources of public domain and shareware
p-Code software. USUS library soft-
ware is not public domain, even though
cheaply available to members only, Ken
asked to be advised (at the USUS ad-
dress) of any other sources of public do-
main and shareware programs, so I am
going to repeat his list, adding a few
of my own comments. You are free to
cantact the shareware authors. Hamai
suggested a donation of 310 is
customary, recommending writing each
person in advance to determine how
each shareware author handles mail-
ing and disk costs. Write ahead if you
wish, but both parties will be firing a
lot of paper back and forth. Better, I
would recommend you send a check for
$10, an initialized disk with a sturdy
mailer, and a note inside along with
enough loose stamps to get the disk back
to you. [n your note, tell the author
that if he prefers to handle the disk ac-
tion in another way, just throw the disk
back in the mailer and inte the mail
preferably after putting your stamps
on the container, of course, As an
inducement, use some kind of high
quality disk, or colored disk. Tell your
correspondent he should keep your disk
and substitute his own il he has a supply
of ready made disks. As you can see,
I am big on pampering our software
authors.

Now Comes The Orphan
Software Project

USUS is also doing what right now
may be unigue but their project s
something which deserves emulation.
If you are aware of other projects of

continued on page 472
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MATCH). These commands make it a
surprisingly powerful utility. The
package is much.more versatile, in fact,
than 1 had expected, but I should have
known better: Tom Bentley {author of
PrEditor) and Charles Earl {(author of
Telco) had earlier already shown
themselves to be very accomplished
programimers.

BATCH-IT is intended primarily to
work with Editor/Assembler option 3
programs. Since it is running these other
programs, it needs a secure place of its
own in which to hide, so to use
BATCH-IT you will need a Mini-
Memory module, a “supercart,” or a
Myarc 9640. As you can see, it is thus
not intended for use with Extended
BASIC programs on the TI-58/4A, but
another worthwhile Asgard product—

EZ-KEYS PLUS by Harry Wilhelm
($14.95)—performs a somewhat
parallel purpose in that environment.
(This program, an upgrade of the
eariler EZ-KEYS, is not really a batch
language, but its macros sometimes can
accomplish similar. results, and it is
without question the best “KEYS"—
type program that I have seen for the
TI-99/4A.)

There are a few assembly programs
with which BATCH-IT will not work
(e.g,, it will not work with some ter-
minal emulator programs, although it
will work with a patched Telco, and—
at the time of this writing—it will not
work within the FUNNELWEB editor,
although it will work in many or all
other areas of FUNNELWEB). In
general, however, this is an exciting pro-
gram with exciting possibilities, and
patches may be found later to enable
it to work with those few programs with
which it does not work at present.

Asgard admits their manual "is not a
tutorial—it is a reference” (in my opi-
nion, an incomplete reference with in-
sufficient examples), but it is my hope
that these deficiencies will be rectified
by Asgard’s plans to publish BATCH-
IT tutorials and sample batch files in
their magazine KEY NOTES. At any
rate, the program itself is superb and
definitely worth purchasing. T highly
recommend it! Good programs like
QUICK-RUN and especially BATCH-
IT ought not to have to suffer as a result
of inadequate documentation {non-
working examples are particularly un-
friendly to the customerl), so it is good
news that greater care is expected to

be taken with the rnanual for PRESS,

a new word processor by Charles Earl,
which may be Asgard’s most significant
release vet. (As Telco users know, Ruth
O’'Neill writes excellent docurnentation. )
But more about that program in a
future issue! ®



