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Two More
Low-Cost
Computers
from TI

Texas Instruments Inc. has
announced a low-cost home
computer, a portable com-

puter, and a variety of |

peripherals.

The TI-99/2 learning com-
puter (above) is priced under
$100 and features a 48-key
keyboard, a slot for plug-in
software cartridges, and a
standard interface for new
peripherals from TI. The
company expects the unit to
to be used by hobbyists, en-
gineers, students, and
others wishing to experi-
ment with computers.

The TI1-99/2 is baged on the
TMS-9995 16-bit micropro-
cessor, similar to the chip
used in the TI-99/4A. The
new computer comes with
4.2K byted of random-access
memory (RAM) that is inter-
nally expandable to 36.2K
bytes. The TI BASIC pro-
gramming language is per-
manently stored in read-only
memory (ROM),

The computer console con-
nects via the provided
switchbox to any television

By set and
produces a
monochrome picture.

A cassette cable (also in-

cluded) connects the com-
puter to any standard audio-
cassette recorder for storage
of programs and data.

The 99/2 uses T1's new in-
telligent Hex-bus interface
to connect to the HX-1000
four-color printer{plotter

($199.95), HX-2000 Wafer-

tape digital tape.drive unit
($139.96), HX-3000 RS-232C
serial interface ($99.95), and
other peripherals.

ture tape cassettes. With a
suggested retail price of

$249.95, the CC-40 is de-
signed for use in profes-

sional, technical, and
sonal applications, )

The computer is based on
the 8-bit TMS-70C20 micro-
processor and comes with
6K bytes of RAM (expand-
able to 16K bytes). The unit
may be expanded with plug-
in cartridges that allow the
addition of up to 128K bytes
of ROM or RAM. The built-
in Hex-bus interface allows
easy connection to the new
TI peripherals mentioned
previously.

The CC-40 measures 9%
by 5% by 1 inch and weighs
just 22 ounces, Its 31-column
single-line LCD displays

per-

~both uppercase and lower-

case characters. It also in-
cludes 18 status indicators
for items such as shift key,
control key, function key,

TI's Compact Computer and three new peripherals.

TI’s other offering is the

Compact Computer 40
(CC-40), a portable unit with
a 6b-key keyboard and built-
in liquid-ecrystal display
(L.CD). The battery-powered
computer is programmable
iIn an enhanced form of
BASIC and can run prepro-
grammed applications soft-
ware loaded from either
plug-in cartridges or minia-

degrees/radians/grads mode,
input/output in progress,
error, low battery, and hori-
zontal-scroll mode.

Four AA alkaline batteries
provide up té6 200 hours of
use. The unit may also be
connected to a standard
115-volt AC power outlet via
the optional AC adapter
($14.95).
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Wico" adapters interface
game- antrol devices wi

il

It's a Jc J

Wico Corplration has
unveiled threfhew joysticks
and a trackbffill aimed at the
home compell market.
The Joystickl$29.95) game
control feagirds a bat-handle
grip, two fite puttons, eight-
position ghoyment, and a

six-leaf gEseppbly. Compati-

ble withjll &tari and Com-

modore gnit® it comes with

a one-yefr yiarranty,
The Redpball Joystick

($34.95) @ncll@des all of the .

featurclf foulld on the Joy-
stick agfwellhs the same red
ball cqiitrol Bandle found on
many @rcad@ machines. The
Redb@l JoyRick is compat-
th all itari and Com-
modofle compiuters.
Joygtick Dfluxe ($39.9D) is
Wicols top-@-the-line joy-
stickl Comp@tible with all
Atarg and C@mmodore com-
putells, Jogktick Deluxe
boasis ruggdl, heavy-duty
contfuction, two-position

slidgiswitch f@ one- or two-
handg@ respons@ and a bat-
handge grip.

Tr&ckball ($68.95) employs
the ghame 36(Qdegree ball

movement fourll on arcade
games, giving tH® user com-
pletgl game control and a
degrie of flexibility not
possible with conventiona
joysticks. Trackball is aval

able In versions for Ats




